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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 



The favourable reception which the Pic- 
Ti^RE of Edinburgh has already met with^ 
has induced the Author and Publishers \o 
render the present Edition still more deserv- 
ing of Public attention. 

New and interesting details regarding the 
Public Institutions have been given, as well 
as accurate descriptions of the extensive re- 
cent and projected Improvements in and 
around the City. 

The Plan of Edinburgh by Mr Knox has 
also been considerably improved. 
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BISTOftY, 

jThb origin of Edinburgh^ like tbat of most other 
ancient cities, is involved in much obscurity. With- 
out adverting to the fabulous accounts given by au- 
thors of the derivation of its name, or their coinec- 
tures about its fbst possessors, it may be remarked, 
that it is situated in that part of the country :iiirhich 
formed, in the days of Agncola, the Roman province 
'of Valentia ; tliough it does not appear that tnere ex- 
isted at that time any fort or town on the spot where 
Edinburgh now standis. On the departure of the Ho^ 
jooans from Britam, this district £eu inio the hands of 
the Saxon invaders, under their leaders Octa and 
£busa, in the year 43^; and it continued in their 
jposses&ion till the defeat of Egfirid, king of Northum- 
berland, by the Picts in 685. The Saxo/a kings of 
Northumberland reconquered it in the ninth century ; 
and lit was retained by their successors till about the 
year 956, when it was given up to Indulphus, king (k 
Scotland; or, according to Chalmers, till 10^^ when 
the Lothians were ceded to Malcolm II. 

The natural situatiou of Edinburgh, on the ridge 
of a steen hiU, terminated at one end by an iivlcces-i 
sible rock, must early have marked it out as a fit 
place^ either for security ox detoce, in. a barbarous 
ag^ Mmny of the iBOit a&cient forts ia Scotia^ are 
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in rituations sueh as this ; and it is not to be sup- 
posed^ that a spot so easily rendered impregnaUe as 
the site of Edinburgh CasUe^ would be long rnioecu- 
pied by a ibrtress of some kind or other, in a district 
of country exposed to predatory incursions. An an- 
cient writer (Simeon of Durham) mentions the town 
of Edwinesbureh as existing in the middle of the eiffhth 
century. "Wltliout resorting, thtrelbM, to Celtic deri- 
Tations, it is probable, that this city may have reoeiTed; 
its first foundation and name ttom. the Northumbrian 
prince Edwin, during tiie possession <^ this part of 
Scotland by the Saxon invaders. 

By what prince Edinburgh was constituted into a 
royal burgh is uncertain. It appears, however, to havt 
early enjoyed that privilege ; nH: David I., in his diar* 
ter of foundation of the Abbey of Holyroodhouse, in 
the year 1 128, mentions the town by the dtle of " bwr^ 

rmeo de Bdwineshurg," As this monarch, however, 
generally supposed to have been the first who erect*> 
ed royal burghs in Scotland , it is more than probable 
that Edinburgh is lo him indebted Ibr this distinction* 
By the charter of erection of the abbey above mention* 
ea, David I. granted to the canons fbrty killings year* 
ly out of the revenues of the town ; fortv-eight shil« 
lings more ftom the same, in case of the niHnre of cer- 
tain duties payable from the khig's revenue; the 
church or chapd of its castle; the tithes of its miBs; 
one half of the talbw, lard, and hides of the beasta 
kiHed in the city ; and a spot or piece of ground hi 
his town of Edwinesburg. 

For a long time after this period, Edinburgh seemi 
to have been a place of but Httie note. In the reisn of 
Alexander II., {anno 1915,) a pariiament was hera in 
this city for the first time ; but it was not dll after 
the year 1456, when parliaments continued to be held 
In it regrdarly, tSiat Edinburgh came to belodced upoil 
as the capital of Scotland. 

Owing to the want of written records, little H 
known of the history^ the dty before thsi period. 



Tiieflldett^i^ftideriK^ardiketof the tovn k om 
giNWted by Kiag Rotal; I., May 9% 1329, in miath 
he bestows iqpoQ Edinbrnrg^ the town of Letth» with 
its harbour and nills ; and his grandaoo, John Eaxl of 
Ganriek, who afterwards asomded the throne by ihe 
mme of Robert III., oonferred upon the bn r g e a a c* 
the sa^(alar prrrilege of erecting bcnises in the Castie, 
n^on the sole oeodition of their neing penons of good 
4uue« 

In the year 1461, a considerable priTilege was oon« 
ftrredon the dty by Henry VI. of England. That 
pince had been expelled bis kingdom^ and obliged 
to take relbge in Scotland. The inhabitants o£ £ilin« 
tergh, dnnng his residence in the city, treated him 
vitii a kindness and hospitality whidi does honour to 
the. Me ; and Henry, grateful for ^ &T0ur8 he re* 
oeifed, f^nted them liberty, by his letters patent, to 
trade to all the Ei^lidi ports, on the same terms with 
Ins aabjeets the dtkena^rf London* As, hown^eri this 
vnGNTtonate prince was never restored^ this mark of 
Ida gratitude was not attended with any benefit to die 

. The citia^ns of Edinburgh having distingniehed 
thenseives, in 1489, in bdialf of James IH., when 
liiat prince was at varianee with his nobles, h^ mnU 
ad them two dbarters, in which, among odier privueges, 
the provost was made hereditary hi^ sheim within 
diooityy an office which is atiU enjoyed by the chief 
■lagMtaale. The town*eonncil were, atthe same timc^ 
invested with the power of making laws and statutes 
fer the- government of the city ; and the incorporated 
trs^BSy as a-mark of the royal gratitude for their loyaL* 
ty, were presented with a banner or standard, w^ a 
lu>erty to ^splay the same in defence of their own 
ijl^tsy or in those of their king and ocmntry. This 
standard, which has since be»i known by the name of 
the Blue Blanket, still exists, and is kept by the Con* 
i«ner of the Trsdes for the time. 
In the year lAOi, the track of ground to die Math^ 
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wicd.of.tibe dtj^ oalkd the BomniglL Jkkbr. or Myn^' 
teeiBatafaayebien totally eoTered with w4)od> tbiK^ 
it niorw afibrds bo vestige of it« ever haviDg been m sueh 
a state. The quantity* howeyer, was at that time lo 
great, that the towii-couneil enacted, that whoever 
should purchase as mu^ of the wood as was sufficient 
to make a new frmt to their house, might extend it 
seven feet farther into the street. The efiect of tbi» 
act was such, that in a short time Edinburgh was filled 
with houses of wood instead of stone; ilnd the prind* 
pal street, the beauty of which consisted in the height 
of its buildings and its spacious width, was reduced 
fourteen feet in breadth. 

In the rei^ of James IV. the citizens of £din-. 
burgh distinguished themselves by their loyalty and 
heroism. James naturally possessed all that bravery> 
Mid those romamic notiona of honour, which are oi^ 
culated to procure esteem among a martial people ; 
and perhaps no prince was ever more beloved by hia 
subjects. In the unfortunate expedition, which these 
notions inspired, such was the zeal of the people 
for the king s glory, that he was followed by as f^ 
lani an army as ever any of his ancestors had led 
upon the territories of England. A considerable 
number of the inhabitants of Edinburgh, headed by 
the Earl of Angus, their provost, joined the royal 
army,' and shared in its defeat at the fatal field of 
Flbwdea, in 1513. The news of this disaster soon 
Keadnng the capital, the citizens were thrown into 
KNUe degree of ccmstemation ; but, &r from givii^ 
way to tumult or desp^r^ their spirits rose under the 
impending danger, and their conduct on this occasi^m 
displayed & firmness and energy which has seldom been 
exceeded.. A proclamation was issued, ordering all 
the inhabitants capable of bearing arms immediately^ 
to appear in ^eir best military accoutrements, and to 
maBch .and jx^ their pro^^ost, under the forfeiture of 
life and goods ; that the citizens, at the tolling of the 
common beli, i^ould repair to the house of the tern- 



fmty pt«gtd«iit, kA In ebaige of Um toMH, Ui tMr 
aifliteiy dreis^ to defend the oity agiiiMl di#«ll0inpli 
of the etienij. All W(Hn«i wert dfechirged ftom erT« 
iog and datnouHng in the streets^ on pm of baniin-i 
ment ; and it was veoommended to them t5 lepair to 
tbe ehmroh^ and pray for snoceas to the army, and at 
other times to mind their bnnneas at home^ and not 
Ineumber the ad-eets wiUi didr preaenoe. It was af« 
*<lerward8 ordered^ that every ibnrai mAn should keep 
watdi at night; and fiye nnndred ponnda Seottisa 
money were raised to pnrehaae artillery^ and repair ihM 
axrtifleations of the city. 

The alarm occasioned by this defeat baying snb- 
aided^ the inhabitants were rdiered fiom the trouble 
of watebing at night ; but^ to preyent s urprise in Ai« 
tnre, a militia was raised fer me defence of ^e dty^ 
long afterwards known under the denotnliiaticm of the 
Doium Otiard, and which was only finally disbanded 
in the year 181 T. In the general consternation which 
Bueoeeded the defeat at Flowden^ the plague raged with 
yioknoe in Edinburgh, and carried off great numbers; 
which occasioned Reveral acts of council being issued^ 
ordering yarious measures fer stopping the progress t£ 
the contagion. 

During the contest fer power in ^e minority of 
James V. the Earl of Arran and Cardinal Beaton, dia- 
pleaBed at the influence «dned by the Eaii of Angus 
mm his marriage with the queen dowager, assaulted 
him and his ftiends, who were partly prepared fer the 
Ihiy, in the streets of Edinburgh, near the Nether* 
bow-port. On this occasion, upwards of two hundred 
«id mty men were slain, among whom were Sir Fi- 
tridr Hamilton and the Master of Mon^mery; the 
remahider escaped throi^h the North Loch, and Dougt* 
ks remained master or the town. This skirmisK, 
Whidi was long after distinguished by the name ci 
Cfoen the Causeway, took place in 15 1 5. ^Biihop (after- 
wards Cardinal) Beaton, who was in arms with Arrange 
party on this occaaion, haying fled to the Black-Frion' 

A3 
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Clnfrdi; was lafcea irom behind Uiet alttir, where he 
had tahen sfadiler, '^ his rackit riven aff hiiD^" and 
would have been pal to death by the vicjkoriooa party, 
had it n(tf been fw the interees^on of the celebrated 
Gawin Dooglaa, (brother to the Earl of Angus, and 
translator of Virgil,) who sanl it " was shame to put 
hand on ane consecrat bishq)." 

In 1542, j^inburgh was plundei'ed and burnt by the 
English forces under the Earl of Hartford* Henry 
VI}L of Knglaml was ambitious of joining the Scottish 
crown to his own by the marriage of the young Queen 
of Scots to his only son Edward. The Earl of Arran, 
at -that time regent, entered into a treaty with Henry 
for this purpose ; but the intrigues of Cardinal Beaton 
rareyented it from being carried into execution. The 
English monarch was too high-spirited tamely to bear 
this. indignity ; two hundred sail of vessels entered 
the Frith of Forth; and, having landed their forces^ 
took and burned IJeitb and Edinburgh, plundered the 
adjacent country, and retired in safety to the EngUsh 
borders. These towns, however, soon recovered from 
their ruinous state, and Edinburgh rose more splendid 
than ever. - 

•A few years after this, Edinburgh again f^ intp 
the bandd of the English umler the Earl of Hartfbrd, 
after the defeat of the Scottish army at Pinkey ; but> 
though exposied to pillage, it at this time escaped con- 
flagration. 

The progress of the reformation of religion, which 
had by this time spread over the greater part of Europe, 
occainoned seyerai disturbances in Edinburgh. That 
progress had been much facilitated by the reg^U 
Arran, who in his .first parliament consented to an act, 
by which the laity were permitted to read the Sciip« 
turcs in their native toi^^. Some of the more glaring 
of the popish absurdities, which had long imposed on 
the ignorance and credulity of mankind, were thu^ 
easily detected and exposed to public ridicule. Several 
of the most powerful of the Scottish barons embi^cetl 



the refijftned doctniies; and^ ufgcd'on by* the bold 
doquence of Jdtm Knox, who bad begiui ahaat thit 
time to harangue pttbltcly against popery, a great 
mafovity of the nation soon declared in favour of the 
refermadon. For the defence of their new tenets, they 
formed themselves into a body, known by the name 
of the Congregation ; and in spite oi the efforts of 
Mary of Guise, who had succeeded Arran in the re- 
gency, they soon made themselves masters of the 
principal cities in Scotland. T^e congregational army, 
wherever it came, kindled or spread the flame of refor- 
mation, and unibrtunately, in the ardour of their zeal, 
the utmost excesses of violence were committed upon 
the popish religious establishments. At a solemn pro- 
cession in Edinburgh, (S<sptember 1568,) in which the 
statue of St Gile8> the tutelar saint of the city, was 
carried through the streets in great pomp, the indignant 
populace dispersed the priests and monks, and tore the 
f^%Y of the saint in pieces. I'hen^ as Knox expresses 
hhnself, '^ Dd%ox\ was left without head ox hands; 
down goes the cross ; off go the surplices, round caps, 
and coronets with the crowns. The grey-friars gaped ; 
the black* friars blew ; tlie priests panted and fled; and 
happy was he that got first to the house ; for such a 
sudden fray came never among the generations of Anti- 
ahrist within this realm beflnre." 

The magistrates of Edinburgh, <m hearing of the 
approach of the army of the Congregation, had very 
providently sent cemmtsnoners Ho Linlithgow to en- 
treat the leaders of it that. they would spare their 
.ehurdies and religious houses; the former to be em- 
pioyed in the Protestant worship, and the latter foo; 
refbnned seminaries. In the mean time> they ordered 
all the gates to be dint, except those of the Netherbow 
and Westport, whkh were guarded by twelve men 
each. A guard of sixty men was hkewke ordered for 
the seeurity of St Giles's church ; and the stalls <iu 
the dioir were removed to the tolbooth iox their great- 
er safety. But the Lords of the Congreg^on having 
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arriTecl at E^Btibaf|i^> iii Jtdj 1A59^ the dftmtlMi 
Knox was appointed minister or the dty. Not ittia^ 
fSed that anjr of the religious houses riiould veniaiii 
entire, he daily harangued against the ** monuHienta 
€£ idolatry^ they contained, and easily urged on the 
populace to destroy all the statues and ornaments of 
the church of St Giles. He even insisted, ^' that the 
true way to banish the rooks was to puU down tiiek 
nests.^ In consequence of this most satisfiictory argn* 
ment> an act was passed by the states^ for demoUsh* 
ingall cloisters and abbey churches in the kingdom. 

The queen regent, in the mean time, resided at 
Dunbar, and prudently gave way to a torrait whidi 
she was not able to resist. The leaders of the Con- 
cregation, eonceiying the work to be already done, and 
dazzled with the success which had attended their exf 
ertions, soon dismissed their followers. Mary, who 
only waited fbr such an opportunity, advanced unex« 
pectedly by a sudden march in the night with all her 
»>rces, and, appearing before Edinburji^ filled the dty 
with the utmost ^arm. A considerable number of 
troops also arrired to her assistance from France. 
These she commanded immediately to fortify Leith; 
and, to bring that town entirely under their command 9 
the French turned out a great part of the andent in« 
habitants, and took possession of their houses. £din<^ 
burgh was also sdzed ; and the church of St Giles 
being purified firom the profane miniatrationa oi the 
rdbrmers, by a new and solemn consecration, the rites 
of the Romish church were re-established. 

This conduct of the queen regent once more rooied 
the Lords of the C(Higr^tion ; they saw their error, 
and to repair it had again recourse to arms. It was 
but a small part of the French auxiliaries which had 
as yet arrived ; and the fortifications of Ldth, thoi:^ 
begun, were for firom bdng complete. Under thwe 
drcumstances of disadvantage, tliey cenodved it poiEH 
ble to surprise the queen's party, and. by one deoisive 
blow to prevent all future bloodshed and contention. 



Full df llhese es^eet&ttotos/ tbey adntnoQfid ' rapidly toJ^ 
wards Edinburgn with a numerous army ; but the 
queen retired into Leitb, determined to wait patiently 
die arrival of new reinforcements. The leaders of the 
Congregation immediateiy called a conii^ntion of the 
whole peers, barons, and representatrres of burghs whd 
adhered to their party, in which it was decided, that 
the queen should be deprived of the office of regent^ 
which she had exercised, in their opinion, so much to 
the detriment of the kingdom. 

The leaders of the Congregation soon l^nd, bow- 
ever, that their zeal had engaged them in an under- 
taking bevond their strenjgth. In an attempt to as-^ 
sault Leith, the French troops beat them back, and> 
pursuing them to the gates of Edinburgh, were on the 
pekit of entering it along with them. On this occasion 
terror and alarm filled the city, and many of the iu- 
habitants began to consult their safety by flight. The 
fbrccs of the Congregation seemed also dismayed and 
irresolute, and the queen'iS partisans in the town began 
openly to insuh them. A few of the nobles at length 
ventured to face the enemy, who, after plundering 
soole houses in the suburbs, retired with their booty; 
and delivered the city from this dreadful alarm. This 
afiair happened in October 1550. 

A second i^rmish, whk^ happened a few days 
after, was not more fortunate; and, not thinking 
tbainselves secure within the waUs of Edinburgh, the 
array (^ the Congregation departed at midnight, and 
inarched without halting till they ai rived at Stirling. 
In this situation' they resolved to apply for assistance 
to Sngland. -Elisabeth had observed the growing 
pow«r of the Frendi &ction with a jealous eye, and she 
was not averse to any measures that mignt tend to 
Ictsen it. A fleet of ships was sent to the assistance 
of tlie Congregation, and an army <^ six thottsand foot 
and two thousand Ihorse arrived to co-operate by land. 
The Frendb army in Leith #a8 soon forced to capi^ 
tulftte, KBfA leave the kingdom, and the Protestant lead* 
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en beetme pBiiemd of tht idu^ fovereigii acoUMni. 
iy. 

A iMrliaiiicnt wu ioon after held^ in which mucUob 
was given to a C<B:ife8iion of Faith presented to them 
by the refixrmed teachers ; and^ to keep pace with the 
parliament, the town-council of Edinbui^h passed an 
act. in which they oidered^ that all idolaters^ (papists,) 
whoremoDgers> and harlots, should be banisnM Uia 
city; theMnner^ after being exposed at the market* 
cross for the space a£ six homrs ; and the latter, after 
being carried m a cart, as a public spectacle, fbr the 
first offence, should be burnt on the cheek for the 
seecmd, and vaffat death fbr the third. The finrtifica- 
ti<ms of Leith were at this time demolished, by an 
order <^ Uie council, to prevent fbreign flireea fi«m 
agMu occupying them to the pi«iiudiee of the libertief 
of the kingdom. 

In the month of August 1561, Mary Queen oi Sootf 
arrived at Leith from France, to take possession of 
the throne of her fathers, and waa received by her 
•ttlgects with ev^ry demonstration of welcome and roi* 
gard* On the first of September die made her puUio 
entry into Edinbui^ with great pomp. Nothipg waa 
neglected which could etpress the duty and action 
of the citizens towards their aovereign. 

On the Sunday after her arri^, however, a crowd 
of people assemUedat the palace, and eoi^ hardly 
be restrained fham intemmtlng the service^ and taking 
vengesace on the priest woo ciSdated. And to show 
still more clearly the state of public idling, with re* 
gard^ the reUgion of thdr sovodgn, the magiatratea 
of £dinbttrs^ renewed a flnrmer edict, banishing all 
^' idolaters and whoremongers" (for so they chose to 
class these ofiences) ftom the city within fiirty-eig^t 
hours from the date of the proclamation. Mary, hurt at 
the disrespect shown to the religion in which she waa 
educated, sent a letter to tlie town-council, compimn* 
ing of their conduct; but this had no other efi^ with 
the zealous citizens Uian to induce them to r *^ ' 
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Brodtnnticm^ coBUModing dl lodi ptmmB to depart 
from the city within twenty-flmr houn^ on pain of be- 
Hig ** curted^ burnt on the chede, andbsniihed the city 
Ibr ever/' But en the 6ih of Oetober> the queen 
hmying sent a letter to the council and oonmmnity 
of the town^ requiring them to elect new office^bear* 
6r8 in place of those who had shown so little regard to 
her feelings, the fear of her resentment nuhieed the 
mtsiUanimons authorities to lower thehr oonsequenee^ 
by o£^ring to elect as magistrates ^'whomsoever she 
leased." 

That fteedom> in the choice oi • form of wonhipy 
howeTer, which itnej claimed for ihemmAnm, the cm* 
zens of Edinburgh reftised to grant to their queen. 
During her absence on a progress into the west, in 
I66S9 mass continamg to hie edefavated in the chapel 
at Holyroodhoase, the multitude of persons who open« 
ly resorted blither gave great olfence to die inhabit- 
ants, who, being hee from the restndni which th^ 
royal presence in^nred, assamUed in a riotoos man* 
ner, interrvpCed the serrioe, and filled those present 
with the utmost consternation. Two of the ringlead* 
effaengaged in thia tumult were hawwrer seised, and 
a day appointed^ their triaL 

John Knox, who ealeemed die oondnet of these perw 
aona nerilorioua, consideKd them u aoffisnrs in a 
good caUB^; and, in ooder to sereea diem ftnm din* 
ger, issued eircnkr letters^ reqnirkig all whet fnidU* 
ed the true religion, or were aonotraed ftr the prefler^ 
^atkm of it, to assemble at Bdtinbmfgh on die dav o(P 
tM Micl bf their preaenee t» comlMrt and aaslst tneb 
i^gXxemed hretbten. Ona of diese letters feM aed« 
j^itally inta the queen's haada. To assemble die 
aalgeols without the andiodiy of the wwr^ wa» 
oy^tnied to^ he high treason j and a^ rsMOu^ waa 
tOcen to proaecvte Knox for that ermia beftM Hhe 
Mirf-cMiciL HMffityJ(mhm,h^i^ige»wWfM* 
6d» FiotestaBta ; and, after a loi% hearing, he wa^un« 
anhoMMiy «equftt6d. 
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Tfafc town«oaBQcU of Bdinbiii^« about thii tLney 
(urased the picture of St Giles to be cut out of the 
toirti's standard, and the Thistle to be inserted in its^ 
slead ; and ordained, that no p^son should be choseji 
into any office in the city but such as were of the re- 
formed religion. 

The murder of Bizsio, the favourite of Mary, tooic 
plaee in the palace of Holyroodhouse on the 9 th of 
March 1696, On the 19th June of the same year tl^ 
queen was safely delivered of a qon« in whose person 
tne rival crowns of Scotland and England were united* 
On the 10th F^ruary 1567, Dirnley himself, hav- 
ing been lodged in a solitary house, in a place, named 
Kirk of Field, near the site of the pre^nt uiiivco'sity, 
was blown up with gunpowder ; and Bpthwell, who 
was not withdut cause suspected of being accessory to 
the murder, having divorced his wife, was married to. 
the Scottish queen, in the palace of Holyroodliouse, 
on the 15th May 1567. 

. The nobles were roused to resistance by the exal- 
tation of a man who was believed to be the murderer 
of the king; and a considerable bo<ly of the most 
powerful barona^ under an apprehension that this un« 
principled nobleman wished, to get. the person of diet 
young prinee J«mea into his p«wer» entered into «n 
associatimi te the diefeUee. of: his person* Mary pub* 
liahed aproclamatton.on this occasiop, requiring her 
subjects to take arms, and to join her husband b^ a 
day appointed. The con^sdefate lords, in the meaur, 
tune, riHsed an army, and adi^nced from. Stirling jto 
Edinburgh, while Botbwell a&d.the.qu9en ratired tot 
Dunbar. Tlie £arl of Huotly endeavoured in vain 
to animate the inhabitants to defend the city againat 
t}ie aniiy of the nobles;, they, entered with^j^t o^, 
position, and were tnstaotiy joined by. n^any of the 
oideens, whose seal became the firmest support of 
ibeir cause. Mary soon after snrren^er^ hsak^ to 
the noblet at Vixiktf, near Musselbuxghy and was con- 
ducted to Edinburgh, where the streets were crowded 
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^vith imiltitii^left, vfhota zeal or cunanty had drawn 
together to behold such an unusual scene. The queen, 
ifSm fmi with fhtigue, cov^ed with dust, alid bedew- 
ed with tears, was exposed as a spectacle to her own 
fubjeets, and led to the prorost's house. 
■ Mary was afterwards confined as a prisoner in the 
otsde of Lodileveny and forced to resign the crown 
4a£ Scottod in favour of her in&ht son. On this oc- 
«a^on the town^counctl sent three of their number 
to Stirling, to r^resent the city at the coronation of 
James VI. 

During the commotions which distracted the ooun^^ 
try afler Mar/s retreat iiito England, Edinburgh suf- 
Ifored much from the divided interests of the different 
laetions, being sometimes in the possession of the one, 
and at otlier times under the power of the other. In 
the year li671, during the r^ency of Lennox, Kirkal- 
dy of Grange, a brave officer, having in vain endea* 
loured to form a coalition among the contending par- 
ties, declared for the captive queen, and held the cas- 
tle of Ee^nburgh, of which he was governor, in her 
Biide. He then issued a prodamation, declaring Len^ 
bIml's authority to be unlawful and usurped, and 
cdtnaMBded all who favoured his cause to leave the 
tOfwn within six hours ; seized the arms belongisg to 
^be dtiai^s; pasted a battery on the steeple of St 
^files ; rqMiired the waUs, and n>rtified the gates of the 
dtv ; and, thoi^h the a£^ctu>ns of the citizens leaned 
a dilS^rent way, held out the metropolis against tha 
regent. Huntly, Home, Henries, and other chiefs of 
thlktr&Qtion^ repaired to Edinburgh wilb Otdr folio w- 
tm'-; aod; having received a small sum of money and 
some ammunition from France, formed no ccmtemp* 
lEllrte army within the walk. On the other side, Mor* 
IQU forUfied Leith, and the regent joined him with 
a-o^siderable body of men. The queen'a party was 
IH>t BtHH^f enough to induce them, to take ^e field 
|ig9lB8l the regent with the prospect of success, nor 
• • " : ... B 
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ma Ids supefisnty 8o greal aa to enabie lite tounAo* 
tidce the siege of tne oaotle or of the tomi. 

A short time before Sdmbursh feti into Hm hwidh 
of his enonies^ the regent had summoiied a pMrliii» 
ment to meet in that place. In order to prevent any 
olgection against the lawAifaiets of the meeting, the 
members obeyed the prod amat ion as cxaatly as poni* 
ble^ and assembled in a hoose at the head oi we Oa* 
nongate^ which, thongfa williaiit the watt^ lay witkin 
the liberties of the dty . S^kaldy exerted himself to 
the utmost to interrupt their meeting; but ^ey ipeie 
so strongly guarded that all his ^(brts were rma* 

For nearly two years a kind of predatory w«r was 
carried on, with all the yirulenee whkh reugious sjid 
pditical hatred oould inspire. At last a treaty waa 
concluded between the lesders of the two facoona; 
but Kirkaldy and several others leftised to be com* 
prehended in it. Morton^ now regent, t^ewfcva 
solicited the aesistance of the Engli^ queen,^ a»l 
Sir William Drury was sent into Scotland with fl& 
teen hundred foot, and a cimsiderable train of tm^ 
ttllery. The castle of Edinburgh was besi^ed in 
jbrm, and, after a desperate resistanct, the gavvl* 
son was forced to capitulates Hii^aldy and kia 
brave associates surrendered to the EngJish coantnand* 
er upon promises of favourable tFeatment; but Stiau 
beth, without r^arding the promises inacke in her 
name, gave them up to the r^ent; by whom Kirkaldy 
and his brother were hanged at the Xkwa of W&o^ 
bwrgh* 

'Hke death of these men extiHguidied tbo i«iiiidai 
of Mary's party in Scotland. James, a short* tiflM 
after, having lirrtved at the years of matm^ty, assoin- 
ed the government into his own hands, and, on tl^ 
occasion, ordered the town^-oouncil of Edinburgh t^ 
send one hundred of their choicest yaoi^ ettiaenSi t9 
guard his person dsring the sitting of the parlhmicllll 
at Sth*ling. A parliament was afterwwrds appointed la 
be held at Edinburgh ; a«d on the 17& of October 



great pomp. The titiiens reodved him witli the load* 
est acdamatioBs of joy, and with manyezpcBare pa- 
geants, aceerdiiig to the cufltom of the times. About 
¥m yaaiaaftcr, Ihe fiari of Morton, fiNrmecly remit, 
and one of the busiest acton in the tnnsactioDs midi 
happncd dmring the mimirity of die king, having fidU 
mt into disgrace at oowt, was, by the influence of his 
OMmies, brwight to trial, and condemned iar his snp- 
peaed caocem in the mnrder of Dsrnley. This re* 
tanan statesman sd&red death with tlie intreindity 
whick became the name of Doog^as. 
, iUe spirit of fimatidsm which succeeded the Refiir« 
mat! on not hairii^ yet subsided, Ti^ent commotioBa 
aantiMied to take place in Edkibmrg^ These dia- 
tvhances 4ihieiy took diea rise from the anplicatioa 
of tlie maKim> that the churdi ia totally independent 
•f the Slate. This easanption from ovil jurisdictioa 
was a pcml^ wiiich the popish ecelesisstics, ad* 
mkM0 'J9igm of whatever cootributed to inoresse 
tilt histie or power of their body, had long straggled 
ftry and had at List obtained, not for their church 
mdf, but for her officers u individuals. Their re- 
AB i ii ii R brethren, however miich they diflfered ftoai 
tlkcm ia other polMs, heaKily eoncuned with them 
in this. James, jealous to esoem of his prerogative, 
tpna alarmed at thedadng encroadimeBts of the der- 
gy; an^ to prevent die revival (tf such a dangoroua 
tiims, tasalved to punish MelvO, one e€ the ministerB, 
and die head of the party, for some seditious doctrine 
Isa; iMid uttered fin a somon at St Andrews. lleWil, 
lUMsever, avi^ded his rage by ^ring into England. 

. Ata parfiameot held mi the fled of Mav 1584^ the 
hiog, remving still move to humble the cnnreh, pro* 
tmred-rnkth laws to be passed aa tended totally to over- 
torn Its oenstitutMm and disckiline. The refbsing to 
acknowledge the jurisdiction of the privy-coundl, the 
p r o t oading an exemption from the authority of the d- 
iFa^MHs^nvredeelarsd to be high treason. Thehold- 
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iiig offssaemUMe^, wfaelher civil or toAenudcal^.^iiih^ 
out tlie Jdsg's, permissioB or wpointment ;-^e uttnv;. 
ing^ ciiher prirately or publidy, in sermons or desb*. 
matiotis^ any false and ^candalons reports agaiiiBt the 
king, his ancestors or ministers, were pronounced capU. 
tal crimes. 

When these laws were published at the Cron of. 
Edinburgh, according to the ancient custom, Mr Bor 
bert Pont, minister of St Cutbbert s, and one of die 
lords of session, solemnly protested againot them, he* 
cause they bad been passed without the knowl^geer. 
consent of the church. All the ministers of. Ediii^ 
burgh forsook their charges, and fled into En^^and ; 
and the. most eminent clergymen throughout tlickiagi-r 
dom imitated, their example* The people . bewAil^ 
the loss of pastors whom they, esteemed ; and, fiill of 
consternation at an erent so junexpected, openly eX:-* 
pressed their rage against Arran, the king's fmrarite^ 
and began to suspect the king himself to be anenemjr 
to the reformed religion. But James, disregaidiiMp 
these complaints, enjoined all ministers, readm, ftBoL 
professors in the colleges, within forty days to .subr: 
scribe a paper, testifying their approbation of the laws, 
concerning the church enacted in the last parliasdentk: 
Many of these, overawed or corrupted by the courts 
yielded obedience to the mandate ; others fied.^ekl9fi^^ 
dom, and the judicatories of the churG}> were ahmjiA 
entirely suppressed. 

! James, at the same time that, he was thus en^eitos 
vouring to subdue the sedijtioua spirit of the eoole&ia»^ 
tics, hkewise directed his attention to compote the. 
personal quacrels and family feuds amoiig tb^ n«b^ 
which had long distracted tbe country* After m9py 
preparatory negotiations, he ijivited the contdnding; 
barons to a royal entertainment in the palace of £^) 
lyroodhouse, and there obtained tbebr preniifie for ^^' 
to bury their dissensions in oblivion. From tl^noe-, 
he conducted them in procession thr(^h the stroeta 
o£ Edinburgh, each ha<id iq hand with: his new n)ft4e,' 
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Mori, ik odkHon of wines indsweetneitt was pM- 
jpived At tilt pnUic cnxs^ and Utere they dimk to each 
miliar ioL tolren. of reciprocal forgifeneis and fktnre 
^Humdalup. The populace^ who ware preicnt at a 
transaction so iiuusual,^ conceiTed the most sanguine 
liopes of seeing concord and tranquillity established in 
erepy part of tne kingdom, and testified their satisfiic* 
tion l^ loud and repeated acclamations. 
^ In the year 1688, when die kingdom was alarmed 
hf the approach of the Spanish Armada, the people 
entered into a bond for the maintenance of true reli- 
f^on, and the defence of the king's person. This bond 
or religious confederacy, whi^ is known in history by 
the name of the Covenant, was renewed at different 
times dmring the rcagn of James ; and the town-conn- 
ed of Edmburgh, on this occasion, ordered three hun- 
^bed men to be nosed for the defence of the city. 

1m December 1591, the dtisens of Edinburgh had 
the ment of defbatii^ an attempt of the Earl of Beth- 
well^ to aeixe the person of ^e king. That nobleman 
bad been admitted under cloud of nig^t into the court 
^f the palace of Holyroodhouse. He advanced direct- 
ly to dbe royal apartnaent; but hajmily, before he en- 
tered, die alarm was taken, and the doors shut. 
While he attempted to fierce open some of them, and 
to 0st fire to others, the dtisens of Edinbui^h had 
.time to Yun to thdr arms, and he escaped with the ut- 
most difikmlty, owing his safety to the darkness of the 
night, aad the precifStancy with which he fled. Both- 
■wn^l retired to the north ; and the king having unad- 
vheAlf gJTOn a commission to die Earl of Hundy to 
porsoe fikn with Bre and sword, he, under colour of 
eseoating that commisdon, gratified his private re- 
Ten^, by the murder of the Earl of Murray. The as- 
MBsmation of a young ndbleraan of sudi promising 
wirtoms and the heir or the Hegent Murray, the dar- 
liag^^of the perale, exdted universal indignation. The 
te nih it i a ts of E<te6borgh rose in a tumultuous n^an- 
m» I and thoi^h they ware retrained, by the care of 
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the ni«ffi8trat0B, from any act of viokn^^ they 
aside aU rest>ect -for. the king and hit ministerB, and 
openly insulted and threatened both. Jamet^ npbci 
this, thought it orudent to withdraw from the atj, 
and fixed his residence for some time at Glasgow. 

Presbyterian church goyemraent, for the sunpert of 
whichj in the subsequent reigns^ Scotland suffered so 
much^ was established by a soleinn act of thelegislaturei 
in the year 1693. But though James had been in* 
duced to grant this, boon to his subjects, mutual dis- 
trust prerailed between him and the clergy, which, in 
the sequel, led to consequeneeJs nearly tatal to thesu« 
premacy of the Scottish capital. 

In 1594 fiothwell, whose restless spirit did not Jong 
aliow him to be at peace, appeared suddenly within a 
mile of Edinburgh, at the head of four hundred hor8e.r 
James was totally unprovided at this time for his own 
defence, being accompanied only with a few horsemen 
of Lord Home's train. In this extremity he implored 
the aid of the citizens of Edinburgh. Animated by 
tiieir ministers, they ran cheerfully to arms, and ad- 
vanced with the king at their head against Both well ; 
but he, notwithstanding his success in putting to flight 
Lord Home, whq had rashly charged him with a far in- 
&rior number of cavalry, retired to Dalkeith, without 
daring to attack the king, and his followers, discanr* 
aged by this retreat, soon after abandoned him. 

In 1696, Edinburgh was distracted by a serious 
commotion, occasioned by the differences between the 
clergy and the king. One Black a minister had been 
banished for what the court-party considered as sedi^ 
tious doctrine. The clergy espoused his cause as the 
common cause of the order ; and the citisens of £diii« 
burgh distinguished themselves in support of their 
ministers. James, in order to put a stop to this inaalt 
on his government, issued a proclamation, odtnoaand* 
ing twenty-four of the ]^incipal citizens to leave the 
town within six hours. A fictitious letter had been 
sent to the ministers, by some person who wished to 
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Vilen the breach between them and the king, ia^ 
fiHrming them that one of the popish lords had been 
admitted to an interview with the king, and had been 
the author of the seyere proclamation against the citi- 
zens of Edinburgh. The letter came to their hands, 
jnst as one of their nun>ber was going to mount the 
pulpit. They resolved that he should acquaint the 
people of their danger ; and he accordingly painted it 
m all the glowing colours which men naturally em- 
ploy in describing any dreadful and instant calamity. 
When the sermon was over, be desired the nobles and 
gt^ntkmen to assemble in the Little Church, The 
whole multitude, terrified at what they had heard, 
^owded thither ; they promised and vowed to stand 
by ^e church ; and they drew up a petition to the 
king, craving the redress of those grievances of which 
the clergy complained, and beseeching him to remove 
sacb of his counsellors as were known to he enemies of 
the Protestant religion. Two peers, two gentlemen^ 
two burgesses, and two ministers, were appointed to 
present it. .The king happened to be in the great hall 
of the tolbooth, where the Court of Session was then 
sitting. The manner in which the petition was pre- 
sented, as well as its contents, o£Pended him. He gaye 
a haughty reply ; the petitioners insisted with warm^ ; 
imd a promiscuous multitude pressing into the room^ 
Janies retired abruptly into another apartment, and 
aomm<^i3ded the doors to be shut behind him. The 
deputies returned to the multitude, who were still as^ 
avmbled, and to whom a minister baud been reading* 
m their absence, the story of Haman. When they re- 
ported that the king had refused to Ihten to their pe- 
tition^ die church was filled in a moment with noise, 
threatetiings, e^cecrations, and all the outrage and coo- 
ftisiDii of ap^ular tumult. Some called fox their 
tttatp ; some to bring out the wicked Haman ; odiexs 
cried, 'f The sword of the Lord and of Gideon ;" and, 
hishing Gi|t with the most furious iropetuoaity, sur- 
rounded the tolbooth, threatening the king himself. 
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aanedy th«t they m^kt tear tbem in i^ieees. The 
piagistratet of tfate city, partly by «ttthonty» partly by 
iaree, endeavoured to qu^ tbe alarmisf; tuwidt ; tbe 
]dog attempted to aooth the mglecontentflb by i»roinia* 
ing to reoeire their petition whe9 presented in • regm* 
lar manner ; the ministers, sensible of their own raNH 
Beia in kindling such a flame, seconded both ; and the 
DUpe of the populace, si^widing as suddenly as it had 
taaaeia, they all dispersed, and the king returned to tha 

pf ^ ^5^^ 

As soon as he retired, the leaders of the male* 
contents assembled in order to prepare their petidon 
in • ragular manner. The pundshment of the popish 
Jords; the removal of those counsellors who were 
auapectfld of £ivouring their persons or opinkms ; and 
^e repeal of all the late acto of council, subveraive of 
the authority of the diurch, were the chief of thak 
dsBaanda. But the king's indignation was still so 
high, that the deputiea (£osen &t the purpose durst 
not venture that night to present their requests. Be« 
fons next momingy James, with all his attendants, 
withdrew. to Linlithgow; the session and other courts 
of juatice were required to leave a city, where it waa 
no longer oonsirtent either with their ntfety cnr their 
itigoity to remain ; and the noblemen and barona were 
.eammanded to return to thdr own houses, and not to 
ffeassembk without the king's permis8i<m. The vigour 
^th which the king acted struck a damp upon the 
:aittrits of his adversaries. The citizens, sensible how 
much they would suffer by hia absence, and the re* 
flooval of the courts of justice, reputed already of 
tiieiff oonduet. The ministers alone resolved to jpamn^ 
tain the contest; they endeavoured to prevent the no^ 
Uea ftom dispersing; they inflamed the people by vic^ 
lent invectives against the kin^; they laboured to |^n>- 
euK subscriptions to an association ix their mutual 
deftnee ; and, coosctoua what lustre the junctimi ui 
soam of ihe greater nobles would add to tfaeiv cause^ 
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Uir BxinfiitiM of Bdhilmrgli wtote to Lord HimillMi 
to iftduee tun to bebome t£nr leader. Lord HamBton, 
iBflteod o€ Qom^ymg whh Uieir desire, carried die leU 
ter directly to tlm king, whom this nerw insult Irdtat* 
ed to Mi^ a degree, that he cooinianded the laagL- 
atralea of the eity iostaatly to aeiie tbeir minitters, as 
BMiiifeat tncMidiariea and encoimigers of rebelHon. The 
magistrates, in order to regain the king's &voar, wite 
preparing td obey ; and the ministerSj who saw no hope 
of saitiy, fled towards £n||^and. ' 

As the clergy had hitherto derived their chief csedil 
and strei^fth from the fii^mnr and zeal of the eitiieni 
of Edinburgh, James's first care was to humble tbenr. 
Though the magistrates submitted to bkn in the most 
$ibi^9t terms ; woc^h they vindicated themselves and 
their f<dlow citiaens from the most distant intention of 
violating the royal person or authority; neither ae* 
teoidedgmetttd nor itateroessions were of the least 
o?aiJU Tbe king continued inexorable ; the city was 
declared- to have forfeited its privileges as a oorpofa^ 
tion, and to he fiable to^all the penalties of treasoib 
The eapHal of the kingdom, deprived of its maci^ 
strates, deserted by its ministers, abandoned hy &e 
ilQUrta of juMioe, aiid proscrihed by the king, remaikidl 
in dflsq^atkm audi despair.' At last, in eoropliadoe with 
]^ wishe»of Elisab^di, who interposed in their favour, 
ivndr moved by the M^ioitations o^ his nobles» Jamea ah- 
aolved the citizens from thepenaltiedof the law> but at 
the s«ne time he stripped them of their most import- 
ant privileges ; they vrere neither allowod to elect their 
own magisM^ates, nor their own jtninisters ; many new 
biir()ena were imposed on them ; and a great stCim of 
money was exacted by way of a peaee-of^ing. 

On the Sunday previous to the d^>arture ^ Jamea^ 
te.take possession of the DngUsh th^^ooe, in IfiQQ, he 
lEcnaired to the church of St Giles in £diuburgh to 
take a formal leave of his nc^thern jsubjects. Ai^r 
tbe service was over* the king rose up, 9Xtd, addi^essr 
jng fainoself to th^ people, made milB^ professions of 



MuOtenMe nnuidl towwdt tern ; fromiied tefuait 
!« to visit ScoUand; and aamired them^ that hk ffoo** 
ddi tuUeets, notwithstanding tiia nccc aia Ty abaeMoe, 
■ixrald red that he was l^eir wAw prince, no leM 
than when he resided among them* His words we>w 
often Snterrapted by Ae team of the andlenoe, wbo^ 
^ongh they enuhed at the kinase inrosperity, wen 
mcked into tenderness by these ^todemtione. 

In 1609s the difibMseeB between the kkig and ibt 
dtiaens of Edinburgh seem to hare been entireiy 
Iwried in oWWon ; as in tiiat year he oon^Mrrad a 
naKk of his ikvour on the town, by aUowinff the pn»* 
voat to haps a tword of stale carried before him, and 
Ihe magistrates to wear gowns on {wblic occanens. 
in 1618, James fMiid bis kst'nAit to die dty, on Ydikh 
occasion he was entertained mtdt the greatest pomp 

c»d mi^jnificence* 

A perfect htfmony seems to have subsisted between 
•Ihe court and the ettf of Edinburgh in the beginning 
of the reign of Charles I. ; for in 1697 that prinee 
piesented the city with « new swmrd and gown, to be 
worn by the pvorost at the times appmted by his fi^ 
ther Jiunes VI. In the feUewing year CSiailes paid m 
▼isit to thia metropolis, and was receired by tiie oiti« 
•ens with every demonstration of loyal^ and respect. 
Bnit thk good imderstanding did not £>ng eentimieb 
The estabndiment of episcopacy in Seotland was a ft* 
vourite object with (diaries, in the proseentioii of 
which beg^ Uiose troid)ks wMch so long deaolatod 
tiie country, and at last ended in the deiuh of lliat 
itnfortiinate monarch. EdJnbnin^ was at tiiis thne 
appointed the seat of a diocese, in whith the thvee 
Lothians and part of Berwickshire were indnded ; 
the ehmreh of 8t Ij^iles in Edinburgh was also ap« 
pointed ^e caAedral, and a litur^ having been 
prepared, was appdnted to be read 4hcre on ilie WA 
of July 1687. On that occasion a considerable tumult 
happened m the oatiheibnl; the effidating priest was 
inteimpted in. the senrice; and Dw Linds^i Bishop 



•f lUbiiufak» WM expoted la the vIMOfI f\mmkt of 

PM^teriaaMi was now 8» deafly footed in Soe^ 
Itndy thsfe «n the atfesmptd of its cnemiee te Mippkiil 
k Mled of iHDoefls. The inhabkuiti of the €Oiin«rT> 
afaoned «t thei^ innorations^ croipded to Sdinbinigfcj 
to oDDoert HKBsnres && the comuum defesee of tUr 
f%fats> The pitry-teoiiDeil, in order to stop the pp** 
gre»€i thcie ■wocietinni, dioii^t proper to pabliiA 
two aets, hf one of itbish the people wete command** 
ed, nitidei a aerere penalty, to htave the town in tweoi* 
tgMbw faonra, and by die other the Court of Se«ien 
wn xonoTed tei Liidtthgow. This hat act ao nittdi 
twy i d the p op ^la ot, mk LotdTraqoair and aome of 
Ae t ai h epa were aaattilted^ and nanmrly eaoaped widi 
their fivea^ 

The combinationB among the people wme, hewttvee^ 
•tSlGBTfiedoD; die aolemn kagae andeorenant made 
in King Jiamea'a tltaie aniBat popery waa renewed^ and 
many new articlea added ; each of the towns in Seot« 
kndhad a oopv; and that which beioi^^ tofidnw 
barg^, the orignud of whidi is atiU prcwrved in the 
•itdiiieaef the citjr^ is leaded with no ftwer than five 
^HNUumd enbecriplkiut* 

' NetwHhttandi^ these difiteenoeabetwean the hiag 
and 1^ MilisJeels on dietcore of lel^Bpon^ Charles^ when 
ht visited Seotfamd in IMl^ was smnptoimdy entnr* 
Mnedby themapstmtesofdieci^ This entertain* 
ment coat L. 12^000 Scottish mcmey, or about X. 940 



The tii— irtions in whldi the dty ef Edinbmgli 
wna engBf^ during the remainder of the reign of 
ChorisB 1^ the Goitamenwealfth, or Ite ten of CJb^ 
11^ am not andk as to merit very partteufir oolien 

C^uurlas II.) oahis a ce e os i on, had asiiiied die pren- 
Ityterv of Sdinbttrg^of hh detcnninction to support 
ihiB aaidt ^opferament as by law establisiled. Hi 
hndboond himself by his coronation oath topmsarfO 
It; iM 7«t one of the first acts of the pavfiamenty 
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which met in January 1661, was to rescind ifielw&ole 
acts passed since 1633, those in favour of presbyteiy 
being among the number. The attempt to estabKsn 
episcopacy was ■ again made, and attendance on its 
ntes was enforced by high pecuniary penalties ; tho 
m*ivy-council assumed the power of banishing to ^e 
West Indies persons who had rendered themselves ob^ 
noxious ; half the clergy of Scotland were deposed for 
not conforming to rites which their conscience dissp-* 
proved of; and enormous fines were imposed on those 
who w^e accused of non-attendance on the establish* 
ed worship. Irritated by those manifold opfn^csiOBS) 
the western counties rose in arms, and comlnnatknis 
were formed over all the country to resist the measures • 
of the court ; and though the nobility and parliament, 
with the exception of the Earl o^ Argyll, bowed their 
beads submissively to the yoke, yet the gi-eiat maSB of 
the peo^e showed the firmest determination to siinp<^ 
their civil and religious liberties. A ruinous civil war 
was the consequence; and proscriptions, imprison- 
ment, and all the evik attendant on intestine commo* 
tion, disgraced the annals of Charles's reign, 
t In 1680, the Duke of York, with his ducbes^ the 
Princess Anne, and the whole court of Scotland, were 
entertained in the parliament house by the magi- 
Itrates, at the expence of nearly L. 15,000 Seots. At 
this time, it is said, the plan for building a bric^ " 
across the North Xoch was first projected by the Didie 
of Ycark. 

Upon the accession of William, a serious commcH 
tton was exdted in Edmburgh. No sooner vnu»' k 
known that be was landed in England, than the Pres* 
byterians and other friends to the Revobition crowded 
to the capital ftimi all quarters ; and ^ adheroits of 
James having retired from the city, the govenunent 
fell entirely into the hands of the popular parly^ ' A 
tumult took place on this occasion ; the drums beat 
to arms; and the rioters proceeded to demoli^ tlM 
chapel^royal of Holyroodhouse* They were opposed 
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by a, party of about one hundred meo, who were 
stationed in the abbey, and who adhered to the in- 
terests of James. The mob pressing forward, wore 
fired upon by this party. About twelve were killed, 
.and a considerable number wounded. This wann 
and unexpected reception made them instantly re- 
treat ; but they soon returned with a warrant from 
some of the lords of the privy-council. They were 
now headed by the magistrates, town-guard, trained 
bands, and hemds at arms. Wallace, the captain of 
die p^y, was required to surrender ; and, upon hisre- 
fus4f another skirmish ensued, in which James's par^ 
were defeated, some were killed, and the rest were 
made prisoners. The populace then proceeded to de- 
molish the royal chapel, which they despoiled of its or- 
naments, and many of the houses of the Roman Catho- 
lics were plundered* The Earl of Perthes cellars did not 
escape their fury ; and the wine they found there served 
the more to inflame their zeal against popery. 

A company for trading to Africa and toe Indies was 
established in Scotland, and favonjed with an act of 
parliament, in 1695. The company being thus formed, 
L. 400,000 Sterling were subscribed by gentlemen, 
juitives of Scotland. Six ships <^ oonsidentble sizeimd 
force, laden with various commodities, sailed f^om the 
Frith of Forth in 1696. News of their arrival and 
settlement on the Isthmus of Darlen were received at 
Edinburgh on the 26th of March 1699, and this event 
was celebrated by the most extravagant rejoicing, ^it 
.^e Eng^h were jealous that this company would 
rival their trade, and King .William used all his influ- 
ence to crush it both at home and abroad. In oonse. 
quence of 'chi8> the Dutch and Spaniards, under tbep*- 
tronage of the English themselves, soon suppressed the 
Scottish colony. Many familiea, were milled by this 
.event, and the nation in general were excited to a fleiu 
ment, which had nearly terminated in very dangerons 
oonsequenoep. 

The union of the two .kingdoms in 1707, which has 

c 
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betn MtoDded witb 00 many bencAte to Sootkndi o»- 
omoned leveral disturbanoes in Edinburgh. Diuriag 
tli» tim^ the act waa poeaiiig in the SiMttish parUa- 
nient> it was found necessary, so unpopular was the 
maaaure at the time> tiiat, b^des the regukr g«ard% 
fiMir wgiamiti of foot should be intvoduced, to pi»* 
serve the peace of the city. On thia occasion^ the d]»- 
tnrbanoes were not a lit& heightened by the disagree. 
BMUt of the two members of parliament for the €itf.; 
and noawithatanding the victmry gained at that time 
by the court-party. Sir Patrick Johnston the provoaly 
Wh» Toted for the union, waa afterwards obliged to 
leave the country. 

During the Rebdlion in the vear 1715,.Uie city of 
Edinburgh remained faithfid to the cause of the House 
4i£ Hanover^ and proper measures weM taken by the 
■MgiatrBtes for its dafence. A committee of safety was 
ap^oited, the dty-goard inereased, and four hundred 
men were raised attheexpenoe of die town. The 
fovt^cadona were repaired, trenches were di^ and 
the sluice of the North Loch was shut to taue te 
.wateTv Froyisions wena also laid ite^ and the tMined 
.banda were called oat,>one hundred of whom mounted 
lipBavd rni die wdla eve^r night. Theae precaution 
oreYented the rebels from attempting the cny» Th^ 
however, under Brigadier Mackintosh, mada them- 
aehres masters of Leith; bat, foaring an attadc fhn 
the Duke of Argyll, who was on his march fiiom^^tirthiK 
•o meet them, they letseated during the ni^tit. Hiek 
attempt upon the castle of Edinburgh likewise fidkd. 
The rebels had induced a aerieant of the ganiaon to 
-place their scaling ladders, andaomeof them had eMn 
•got up to the top <tf file walla before any alarm wm 
given ; but the plot being discovered by the aeijeiwt's 
wife, her husband* waa hanged over llie ^aoe where 
he had atteaspted to intradace the enemy. The acp 
pence of the paeparationa to defoad the capital at Mm 
time amounted to about L. 1700, which mm Mpaid 1^ 
govemoMnt in the year 179*. 



Tile loyi^ of JSdi^ta^ wts itUl tether distia* 
golfed in tae yeior 1795. At t&k penod, when dis* 
twrbanoes were excited in almoit every port oi the 
kingdota, i^nrtieakriy in tiie city of Glasgow, eoneem* 
ing the ezdie-bill, all remained quiet in Edinhuigh ; 
4ma to remarkable was ti^e tranquillity in &e metro* 
pdia, that the magistrates afterwards receive d ihe 
i&gsAa of the government fer tbeir behaviour on t^ 
/occasion, 

- In the year 1736, a singular occurrence happen- 
jed in Edmburg^-— the execution by the populace 
of one P<nteous» « captain of l^ citv-guard. This 
-transaction had its origin in the Aritlowing circum« 
atanetss :— -Two snHigglers> of the names of Wilson and 
Itdhertscoi, h*d been convicted of roblnng the col* 
ketor of exciae «it Pittenweem, and, al^mgh the 
«Mmry was recovered to a trifle, Uiey wareboili 
Mtedemned to suffer deaths The crime vras looked 
api>n ae Irivkl, .«ad a general raimmur pvevailpd 
WBoiig ^he people, which was much hdghleDed bfr 
oi ae&fe&t whiflh ht^^i^Qed. It had foeen.euetttenBry, 
at that ltoe> for persons eoademned to die to be car* 
Hed tiftch SNundey to the dmrch, tidied Aom that eh>> 
•enmslaace the Tolbo^ €Mtrch. The two priaoncrs 
jmt mentioned were ooi^iicted in t^ usual Inty, 
warded by^B^ur s^diers, to prevent them fyom malb 
tag thehr escape ; bnl boving once got j^ther a4ittie 
liefore ^e cimgtegal&OQ met, Wikon seiaed one of the 
guards in each hand, and the <other in his teeth, oaU* 
iag^oiit to his companion to nin fbr hk life, whkk 
•iie^> i»d efi^ted hk esciipe. The penen who had 
jy»i8 mifed the life Of his cemanion, wuhout xe^vd io 
libowB> became an olgeet of general commiseBatioB ; 
and in the monifsg of the exeoatimiv the mii|;iati«teii^ 
iq^prehaiidittg, flrom the Jtate of puUie fedfi^, that 
mi» attempt might be made to rss»ie tiie prkmter^ ^rm 
iwdied ^ tkf'faMid, tmderlfae eommaad of CMtahi 
PtttaaiiB, wkh ball-cartridges. A detachment or ^le 
JuBg'a troope, then quartered in the Caioosate, were 
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also posted in the Lawnmarket^ in case of the ordinary 
city-guard being deforced. The convict wati accordii^y 
hanged at the usual place of execution in the Grass- 
market ; but the crowd, at the close of it, having ex^ 
pressed their feelings by pelting the executioner and 
guard with stones^ by which some of them were slight- 
Iv wounded, Captain Porteous unwarrantably gave or- 
oers to hi&men to fire, and urged their compliance by his 
own example. About twenty were killed and wounded; 
For this fatal stretch of power, which seemed un- 
called for in the circumstances of the case, Porteous 
was put on his trial, was unanimously brought in 
guilty of murder by a respectable jury of his coun- 
trymen, and was sentenccKcl to be executed ou the 
6 th of September 1736. At that time the king 
was absent at Hanover, having left the regency in the 
hands of the queen. The case of the unfortunate 
Porteous having been represented to her majesty, she 
W{iis pleased to grant him a respite for six weeks ; but 
such was the inveteracy of the people against him; 
that they determined not to allow nim to profit by the 
royal clemency. About nine o'clock of the night pre- 
vious te the day which had been appointed fbr nis exe- 
cution, therefore, a number of peoide quietly assent 
bled, shut the gates of the city, seized and disarmed, 
the city-guard, and proceeded to burst open the door 
of the {nrison. This accomplished, the un&rtunatt 
POTteous was dragged down stairs than the apart- 
ment where he was confined, and hurried along the 
streets to the common place of execution ; for, widi 
a kind of retributive justioe, it was conceived prop^ 
to execute him on the same spot where the people had 
been killed by the fire of the soldiers under his com- 
mand. The magistrates, upon learning what was go^ 
ing forward, attempted to reach the prison, but finmd 
the street so well guarded, a»d were met by sudi a 
wbp^ret of stones, that they judged it prudent to redr^ 
■without any further eflfert for the prisoner's safety. 
When he arrived at the place where the gibbet was 
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iMudly pksed^ one of the spectators interceded with 
the mob to gi?e him timelo pray ; but was answered 
li^ them^ that he did not give them he had killed time 
to pray, and he was hung up on a dy^ s signopost with 
aeyeral oireamstances s£ crudty* As they had not 
bnmght a rope along with them, they brdce open a 
diop where they knew they were to be J^ad ; and, !»▼•• 
lag taken what they wanted^ left the money for it on 
the table. The persons ooncemed then retired, with- 
out committing any other disorder, about twdve o- 
olodc, acfter naUing the lope by which he was suspend- 
ed to die post. Aiid so paxafysed wore die proper au- 
thorities on this oceaoon, ihAt his body was allowed 
to hang tfll seven o'dock -n&u morning, without any 
attempt to diflcovor the perpedrators, or to rescue tlie 
unfiirtunate indiyidnaL 

Sndi an atrocims insult on g^ovomment could 
not fail to be highly resented. ▲ royal proclamation 
was accordingly issued, offering a purdon to any ac- 
cempliee, and a reward of L. 200 to any person who 
would discayer one of those concerned in the riot* The 
proclamation was likewise ordered to be read from 
eyery pulpit in Scotland, the first Sunday of eyery 
month §ar one year ; but so divided w&re the people 
in their opinions about this aifidr, that many of tne 
•Isrgy hesitated e^oeedingly aWt complying with the 
»yal mandate. Those who lefiised to do ac were in 
CMiger of bdng turned out of th^ livings; while 
those who complied became so unpopular, Uiat their 
■taation was rendered still worse than the othara. 

All the efibrts of government, however, were insu£* 
ftctant to pvcduce any detection of the authors of thia 
0Btra§e ; sod no discovery was ever made. It had 
been concerted vrith a secrecy, and carried on with a 
prudence, not common in popular commotions. The 
mmttxafyM, indeed, ai^ear, ^om pap^cs i^oonied by 
&ebert Johouton, Esq. in the ddksetian «f theiSoeioty 
of Seottfadi Aatiquaries, tohayereodved aomofntem^- 
tion of what was going on at least thirtyHrix hours 

c2 
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hefote the tumtilt bunt fbrtii ; but^ at a meeting late- 
on the previous evening, when this inlbmiation was 
taken into consideration, the councii pronounced the 
iep(»rt8 in circulation to be merdy cadies clatters, (fly** 
ing rumours,) unworthy of r^ard* Disappointed in 
their endeavours to discover the perpetrators, the coxxst 
determined to punish the magistrates, and the eity at 
large. Alexander Wilson, who was provost at the 
time, was committed to prison, and confined thsee: 
weeks before he was admitted to bail ; after which, be and 
the four bailies, with the lords of justiciary, were order- 
ed to attend the House of Peers at London. On dieir 
arrival there, a debate ensued, whether the lords should 
att^d in their robes or not ?— ^but at last it was agreed 
that they should attend in their robes at the bar. This, 
however, was reiiised by their lordships, who insisted 
that they should be examined within the biu' ; upon which 
theai&ir of their examination was dropped altogether.* 

A bill at last passed both Houses, by which it was 
enacted, that the city of Edinburgh should be fined in 
the sum of L. ^00 for the benefit of Porteous's widow, 
(though she was prevailed upon to accept of L. 1500 
for the whole ;) and the provost was declared incapable 
of ever serving government in any capadty whatever. 
To prevent such catastrophes in future, the town coun« 
cil also enacted, that, on the first appearance of an in- 
surrection, the chief officers in the different societies 
and incprporations should repair to the council, to re- 
ceive the orders of the magistrates for the qudling of 
the tumult, under the penalty of L. 100 Scots for eadi 
omission. 

In the year 1745, upon the landing of the Pretend'* 
er's eldest son in the north-west parts of Scotland, the 



• The drcuTOstanccs which took place at Porteous's execu- 
tion have furnished the author of Waveriey and Guy Manner- 
mg with the chief incidents in^the tale enUded « The Heart 
of Mid-LoAian." 
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dty of Edinburgh was much alarmed* Ob this ocea- 
sion^ the town-coundl^ sincerely attadied to the go- 
vernment, used all their efforts to put the eapital in 
the best possible state of defence. The city walls were 
repaired^ a trench dug from the northern side of the 
castle to the North Loch, the town's company of 
guards augmented, and arms gi?en out to the inhabk« 
ants of Leith. For the better defence of the city, a 
regiment was also raised of one thousand men ; and 
subscriptions were opened for volunteers, in the lisle 
ef whicQ many of the chief citizens enrolled thi^Kiselvea. 
These were supplied with arms from the castle <^ 
Edinburgh. 

On the iSth of September^ news were received that 
the Pretender's army had crossed the Forth above 
Stirling, and was advancing into the southern parts of 
the Idngdom. The trained bands of the city were im- 
mediately called out, and ordered to mount guard in 
the Parliament House ; the ^H^unteers, consisting of 
six companies, in Ihe Exchequer Chambers ; and th^ 
Edinburgh regiment in the Justiciary HalL Besides 
these, there were three volunteer companies of dissent-^ 
ers&om the established church, ihe town's company of 
f^xileers, consisting of about one hundred and twenty 
men, and about two hundred men from the country 
parts, who volunteered in defence of the capital. Tlie 
money in the public banks was now removed to the 
castle for the greater security, together with the mpst 
valuable effects of the private citizens. 

On the 15d), advices were received that the van of 
the rebel army wa& advanced to Linlithgow, and de* 
tadiments of it within a few miles of Edinbnigh. 
Upon thiS) all the forces which were not on necessary 
duty in the town, together with a regiment of dragoons 
ih>m Ldth, marched out to reinforce Colonel Gardi- 
ner's regiment at Corstorphincy a village about thiee 
miks to the westward of the dty. When, howevtf , 
the advanced guard of the enemy eame within sights 
the two regiments of dragoons marched off with the 



jjBQfttesI .prtdpitafckm. This retac^ai of tbe oiyitcry. 
thcew tlie.cUiiseiis into the greatest oonstaraation. A 
meetiDg of the pxindpal iDbabitantt was immediately 
ttlled, to deliberate on the measures to he taken in this 
criticid state <^ affoix9,M which it was resf^yed^ that, las 
it was in^iossihlB to defend &e city, comrnksionttcs 
should he appointed to treat wi^h the Pretender, and 
to, obtain the heat terms they could* In the midet 
of itheir delibevations, a letter was produced in oouneil^ 
addressed to the lord provost and magistvates, which 
being ordered to be read, it began as foSows : '^Where-^ 
as we are now to enter the bdoved metropolis 6£ our 
ancient kingdom of Scotland." — Here the jr^adiar was 
stopped, and asked by whom the letter was signed. 
Hairing tdid that it was superscribed Charles i^nce 
</ Wales, &c. it was immediately reused to be heard. 

AU thoughts of defending the town beii^ now laid 
aside, the volunteers and city r€^ment returned their 
arms to the castle ; but the trained bands and the com- 
pany of fuzUeers mounted guard the following n^ht. 

The commissioners appointed to treat for the cily 
met with some of the Highland chiefs at Gray's Mill 
for this purpose ; but what was concluded at this meet- 
ing was never known. However, the next mofmng; 
about four o'clock, a party of the rebels had got hefygc 
the eastern gate of the city, called the Netharhow; 
and this gate being opened, at this time of danger, t» 
kt out a coach, the Highlanders entered, aecneed d» 
gates, possessed themselves of the guaxd-house, dis* 
armed the guard, and seized the artillery, aims, and 
ammunition, belimging to the dty. 

General Guest, governor (^ the eastle, was no aooner 
apprised of the rebels having possessed thems^vaa of 
the city than he disfdayed the flag, and fked seveni 
43annon, as a warning for the intudutants noi to tta^ 
{MHMch the Castle HiU. 

The party of the Highlanders which had entaced 
^ city in the morning, having secured the hendds, 
immiivants, &c. repaired about nooa to the: Cross of 



m^im^ 
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Bdftiburgh^ abd^ by sound of trumpet, read the Pre* 
tender^s declaration and commiaston of regency ^ren 
to his son ; and a manifesto was published, containing 
a general pardon for all treasons committed belbre its 
publication, and ample promises to secure the people in 
the exercise of their religion, and in thefhll enjoyment 
of idl their rights and privileges. 

On the 17th of September, the main body of ^e 
Highland army arriyed in the King's Park at Edin- 
bnrgh> led by the young Pretender in a Highland 
dress. He inmiediately took up his lodgings in the 
apartments of Holyroodhouse ; and, on the 18th, pub- 
Hshed a prodaroation, requiring all the inhabitants of 
the city, and neighbouring districts, immediately to 
give up all the arms and ammunition in their posses* 
aioti, at ihe palace of Holyroodhouse* and declaring 
such as should not comply with this order rebels to ibe 
government. 

On the 19th o£ September, an order was sent to 
Edinburgh, demanding, on pain of military exeoiktimiy 
one thousand tents, two thousand targets, six thousand 
pairs of shoes^ and a proportionable number of waters 
eaiitines, to be f^irnished for the use of the army before 
the 83d of the same month, and promising to pay for 
tiie same as soon as the present trouUes were over« 
There b^g no room for hesitation 6r delay, the inha- 
bitants ordered these artides to be instantly provided ; 
and, to defray the expenoe, laid on a tax of two shil- 
lings and sixpence Sterling in the pound, on aU lands 
and tenements within the liberties of die dty. A pro-r 
damation was also published soon after by the Pre- 
tender, prohibiting the soldiers of the army from pilw 
lagmg or disturtrfng any of the houses of the dtisent,' 
under the pain of being, tried by a oonrt-martiti, juid 
punished tor the ofibnce. 

On the ^th of the same month, the Highlandan 
mardied iVom their camp at Duddingstene to meet 
General Cope, who was advandng with his army f^ 
the relief of Edinburgh. Qenoral Cape's army consisted 
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of About three thomaBd infantry and dngOMi, mOIL 
mpforWd by tfiilkry. The rebel SianeB 'were lieuW 
of tne same number ; but oonsiated of xmdimip^uti, 
half-anned Highlanders^ withaf«t cavalry or art^Oerjr. 
Both armies lay on thdr arms all aipfht ; mrIj eany 
next morning, the rebels attadced Creneral Cope near 
Frestoupans, a village about nine miles ftow me ne» 
trop<^> and, after a sh<Mrt engagemenl^ entirely de- 
bated the king's iffmy, and got posaesaion of all tiidr 
artillery and baggage. Next day the Pretender, wiA 
his anny, returned to their eomp at Duddingstone ; 
and a roeavtse was immediately sent to ^e miniatets 
of Edinbur^, deaieing them to cmitanue public wotu 
i^p as usvuil^ but without mentioning names when 
they prayed for the king er voyid fionily. But tine 
pastors of the city had desertad their churabes, in m^ 
d«r to provide ^ their personal salbtj. Only the tsM 
ministers of St Cuthbert's Church remained ; aad 
^y, notwithstanding of the memy's preaenee, ora- 
tinned to pray £;Hr the king by name, MMlexhorltdtibek 
pee|ik, by their inatruetions and exampfe, to atam the 
torrent of popery and of arbitnury power. 

From the time of the Highlanders taldng pqaseaaioi 
of flcUnburgh, they had as yetxeoeived no diaturhanoe 
ftom the tmp« garriaiHied m die castk. But an the 
25th of Septenfier, the garrison bfiBg alantocA Aosi 
some unknown canse, a number of cbumb were dla* 
charged at the^ard which the rebds had plaoed at 
the West port or gate^ tile town. Thiaaotofhosti^ 
oeoasipnea the Pl:eteDder to order a guard to beplaoed«t 
the Wefehphouse, (an<old hnttding near the tennSnattoB 
of the street whidi leads to the oasU^ now removed,) 
topirevept all lBtei«oiirBe between the city and garrison. 
The sddieKs posted theve beaig by this meana pte* 
vented from getting a supply of mwfisions, Gamt a i 
Quest, the governor, aoquamted tne k>nl pnovoat by 
\etter, that, if the /sommunieatioo were not quiakly 
^ppDed, he would, by hia artiUeiy, baobliged to dia^ 
lodge tb^ rebds from tkm posts on die Castle HiU* 



Tikd dHhaiM, to nrevent the dsttnietioB duit v n m lA 
be&l Uie city by this measure^ sent a deputation to the 
yoaBgPretoider^ to ky before hka the general's let- 
ter, Irat reeeiTed no satisfiietory anBwer« In' this emeiw 
gency they applied to General Quest to grant them a 
respite from hostflltieB^ till they ahoold endeatoor t^ 
some meaMhto senew their interoonrse with the castlii 

The commoiricatios witk the garrison seems to have 
been opened soon after, as seraal persons who we«a 
carrying in provisions were, on the 1st of October^ fir* 
edr at by' tlieHi|diland guard. This so enraged the 
military in «liefiNrt> that tli^ fired upon the guards 
and severat houses in the oity were much damagM^ wd 
some people wounded. The young Pretender now de^ 
termtned to out off all oonmranicatioa between Ae 
oaetle and tiie eity ; and fi>r this purpose guards were 
phieed in the church of ^Culla)ert'8 and in IMngu 
stone's Yards. A sally from tiie casUe being imatL 
one of the gtt$rd*hottses was^eton Bn^ * few of m 
rebels were KiQed^ and some taken prisoneiv* 

These uaimpenant ddrmisfaes, however^ bad not^the 
efibet of raising the fakekade. The govenior> theiei^ 
detonniqed to proceed to fiirther extremities; aqd, 
on the 4thof Oetobcry gave warning to the hihabitnrts 
to removie from the nerlhemi side of Jamea'v Coun^ 
as some of the shot migl^ happen to fidi in that quar^- 
ter^ A oannOTiadittg was dicn comm e nce d agajnst the 
febel porta; and kitherfoUowmg night a par^ fiwn 
Ae casde humt some: houses on tfie eastern side of 
the Ctttle Hill, where tho lubda used to shelter 
iheBMid^oi^ This scene of destmetion thscw the dti^ 
aeBS inio the grestcst akim ; those most exposed is 
Uie fire «^ theemtie left their hoosesj and manyof 
Ibepeopk began to ivdrs ftons the city* ThePrei. 
ItaaervaiMd thebkNksdeof the/castle on the SlAk of 
OttoiWiff; and on the 31st oft the same mcnth left 
SdSntnBgh on his nmch to Bagknd* On tho next 
anyi bo wasftyowed by the ksft division of Us JitUe 
ggt»f, vow anunntin^ to 6000 men ; and tlpis^thtt 
eity was finally relieved from apprehension, as, on 
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their return from Englaiidy the Hig^iknden retreated 
in ft different direction. 

. The young Pretender hetiefi;ed Carlisle in the begin* 
ning of NoYieniber^ which city, in three days, surren- 
dered to his arms. He afWrwards took his route for 
Manchester, where he was joined by about SOO men, 
aad penetrated to Derby. Hdre he paused, and not 
findinf^ that support in £ngland which was anticipated, 
and being surrounded by hostile annies, it was resolved 
in a council of war to retreat immediately to Scotland. 
Charles accordingly abandoned Derby, and r^ired 
b^re a superior force, and through a hostile country, 
with his little band of Highlanders, in a manner which 
reflects tiie highest credit on his military adfisers. He 
defeated the King's forces, commanded by Generd 
Hawley, at Falktrki and proceeded to besiege the cat* 
tie (tf Sdriing; but, the country through which th«7 
MMed being exhatui^, and the ix^^ army, under thte 
Duke of Cumberland, in pursuit, they relinquished 
the attempt, and hastUy retired to the north. 
' The battle of CuUoden, whidi sunk for ^er the 
hopes of the Stuart Family, was fought on the 16th of 
A^:il 1746. The king's army, infinitely kuperior in 
numbers and appointmrats, gained an easy vktory, 
ivhich they sullied by their sulraequent cruelties. Two 
thousand of the rebels fell in the field of battle, and 
ihe northern counties were delivered up to all ^ 
hortors of a conquered country. Their unlbrtunate 
leadei', after a series of surpriamg escapes^ at lengUi 
got safe to the continent; and many of his fHenda 
paid the fd/rHat of their attachment to bis cause otx the 
■cafR>ld. The Duke <^ Cumberland, with a littleness 
tmwortfay of the cause which he supported, and still 
more unworthy ci a great geteral, caused fourtecoi of 
'the rebel standards which he had taken to be bimital 
th6 pfd^c Cross of Edinburgh. The Pretender's 
standard waa- carried by the common executionet,-^ 
others by cfaimney^dwe^ers, and the h^aMs, in almoBt 
biirl6ique pomp, proddmed the names of the eoiXH 
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mmtkra to whom ^bcy ha^ -bdoiiged/ as ih^ ivrere 
thrown into the fire. 

. . Soon gftfr matters were settled, the provost of £dln« 
bujgb was brouf 1^ to trial, first at Ix>ndon^ and theii 
ft Edinburgh, for not defending the city against th^ 
rebels. From tbe sitiiatiop and extent of ihe wallf 
of the town such r^stance w^uld have been unavail- 
ing ; And the retreat of the re^ar army exculpated 
the fchief magistrate fi»m any ^are of blame on this 
occasipn. The trial, howev^, at the time excitej 
considerable interest; and in the course of it a d^- 
eiimstance hapnened, which attracted som& attentiDn. 
The jury on the trial having sat two days, insisted 
that they could sit no longer, and prayed for a shor^ 
respite. As the urgency of the case was anparenty 
and both parties agreed as to the necessity of tne mear 
sure, the court, after long reasoning, a^oumed tilj 
^le day following, taking me jury bound under a pe- 
nalty o£ Li. 600 each, when the court continued sittii^ 
two days joziger, and the jn^j were one day luclo^eS 
The ^vent wa^^ that the provost was unanimously a^r 
quitted. 

. At this time the city felt ^a tempor^ ii\convenienoe 
^om the ^lectii^ of t^eir magistrates not ^viQg take^ 
plaoe at the usual time, on account of the presence ^ 
$he rebels. It became therefore necessary to apply t/^ 
bis mi^eaty for a power to the citizens to enable thei^ 
fo chome their masittrates as formerly. This wa^ 
readily gr<IPted ; and tbe burgesses accordingly return- 
fA 9 pow set of magistrates, all of whom were know^ 
SAfi^ to t)ie I^iinoverian succession. 7he new coun- 
cil, on ^eir entrance into office, in gratitude for th^ 
rigpal acrvioes do^e to the couotiy l^y the B^ke of 
Camb«rllVi^ pre^nted him the freedom of th^ city 4i^ 
ft g^ bm^ wiith a suitable inscription. 

yfjbifi transaotion was the last which ht^pened in 
SkUnburg^ fxf ai^y general importance, or which re« 
tlnuHi any very- miij^Ue detail. Of the occurrence 
vMfh kmr^ hapitsiied ^nce that period, th^ improve-*, 
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menu Id the city^ and the extenraon of its boundaiies^ 
form a principal and striking part 
' Several tumults of inferior importance have^ hoir- 
ever^ at times agitated the city. In 1740, on account 
of a temporary scarcity of proyisions,' Bell's Mills, near 
Edinburgh, were attackea by the populace, and after- 
wards I^ith Mills. On that occasion the military 
were called in for the preservation of the public peace, 
and, being obliged to proceed to extremities, fined 
tipon the rioters, of whom three were severely wound- 

In 1749 another tumult took place, occasioned by 
the practice of raising bodies fVom the church-yards 
in the city for the purpose of anatomical demonstra^ 
tions. The populace beat to arms, surrounded the 
houses of the surgeons who were suspected of being 
concerned in this practice ; afid, in spite of the efibrts 
of the magistrates, demolished the house of the beadle 
at St Cuthbert's. 

■ The impressment of men for the war, which was 
ihen commencing, occasioned a riot in 17^6, whidi 
was speedily checked by the appearance of a military 
force. In 1760 a tumult happened in the theatre, oc- 
casioned by the performance of Garrick's *^ High Life 
Below Stairs." This the footmen, who at that time 
were permitted to attend their masters to the play, 
and had a gallery allotted for their accommodation, 
considered as an intolerable satire on their order, and 
resolved to interrupt the performance. The conse- 
quence of this resolution was, that they were turned 
out ^m the theatre with disgrace, and this pri'V^ege 
was from that time withdrawn. 

In the years 1763 and 1765, the tumults on account 
of the price of provisions were renewed, and many <^ 
the dealers in corn and meal had their houses brolEen 
open and their shops destroyed. The magistrates were 
under the necessity of calling in the mifitary to quell 
the disturbance; but, at the same time, to put an 
effectual stop, as far as in their power, to such pro* 
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.^eediDgs in future^ they gave scfoority^ thi^ peopb whf 
brought grain or provision^ into the market should hp 
secured in their property. In 1784, a riot ou thf 
same account happened, and the distillery at CaQon? 
mills was attacked, on a suppoaition that the distiUen 
•enhanced the price of meal by using unmalted graio* 
The attack was repelled by the servants of the dbtilr 
lery ; but the mob were not dispersed until the sberilP 
.called the sc^diers quartered in the castle to his asaisU 
ance* The sume nighi a party set out for Ford, a 
place ten miles to the southward of Edinburgh, where 
there was likewise a large distillery^ which, as ti^ej 
met with no opposition, they soon destroyed. One 
man was killed in the riot at Edinburgh, bv the fijre of 
a servant of the distillery, and several of the rioterp 
weiiesectured and afterwards punished. 

In the years 1778 and 1779, two very alarming disr 
•tturbances happened, which threatened a great deal of 
bloodshed, though happily they were terminated with- 
ottt any. The mrst was a niiutiny of the JBarl of Sear 
forth's Highland regiment, which was at this time 
quartered in the castle. Their services being required 
in India, it was intended i^ sepd thepi thither without 
consulting their inclinations; but when the soldiers 
understood that this was to be the case^ they did not 
seem inclined to yield obedience. Certain.arrears were 
«t thejpame^ ^me due. to them.; .wd these circumstan- 
ces ,ociieaai<Hied their ooneerting measures for Uieir com- 
xnon safety, which at last termipated ip mutiny. One 
morning, as the regiment was at drill in Leith Links^ 
a i^ampur arose among the ranks on the subject of 
their going abroad, and the payment of their arrears. 
In an instuat, as perhaps had been before concerted, 
the vrkc^ battalion shouldered their arms, set oip at a 
quick naarch, and took possession of the hill in the 
neighbourhood of Edinburgh called Arthmr's Seat, on 
the sivnmit of which they nxed their quarters. Their 
commanders endeavound to win them with promises ; 
hut to. these they paid no regard^ knowjng.how ik^« 
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tMV »M Ilaii beeli t)fftiE«iK Thfiait wiire aoBl , 
tdi tlieB6 they diir^ardedy beeatMe^ iff thek sllulioM^ 
ftet flc^dieris womld not dare to am<dc ^mi, aQ4 caval* 
If eould not approech them oti this elevated ground. 
It was rewesented to tbem^ that the ettide would ftre 
v^n and didodge them ; hat the j knew that this at^ 
tempt would be ako tain^ for they might retire be- 
hind the hOla out of its reaeh. ito actomnuMftatkA 
Ikras at last, as the only resource, proposed to them 
-The then Lords Dunmo^ and Maedcmald, on whose 
tionotur the Highlanders could depend, were deputed 
to enter into a negotiation with the mutineers, whi^ 
wim hitppily siicoe«rfiil, aiid Inatters were fintdiy set^* 
tied. They then retunied to theh* aUegkmct, and 
•socin ftfto embarked on fbveign service. 

The other disturbatiee lilhided to happened on «»- 
«>unt of the attempt to repeid the peifal Uws agsinst 
tiie Papists. The iotiie oause gave rise to the riots ih 
liObdon in 1780. On the 9d of Febmary 1779,. a 
mob assembled in the evening, burnt one Impish 
cihapel, and nlutidered another. NeUt day they t^ 
newed thpir deptedatiofas, destroying and carrying off 
the books, fhlDiture, &c. of several Catholic priests, 
«nd others of that persuasion. The riot Continued ^ 
that day, though the assistance of the military wu 
called in to preserve the peace ; but force tiras not *»• 
«nted to« and no lites tirei^ lost. The city was lifter- 
-wards obliged to make good the datiiages iustainod by 
nid Catholies <^ this occasion, whi^ wa6 estimated At 
L.15bO^ 

In April of ^ same year, a mutiny, which ended 
Ja a Tery dibs^eeable manner, happened at Ldth, the 
te^port towu of Edinburgh. A party 6f iibout fifty 
Highknd recruits, on account of some misrepreSentd* 
tion as to the place of their destination, refused to 
embark. Twehundred of the South Fendbles, then 
quairtered in the castle, accompanied by proper c^ceri, 
were immediately ordered to Leith, to enforce obe- 
dienor> ot make the rdVfectory paHy priscmors. The 
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fb^tiaaAean vensted; a good ««ny thott woie ftM 
Jbf .both ptrdes ; bnt the Highlanders were at last c^ 
i%ed to submit^ and were carried prisoners to die 
x»8tle of Edinburgh. About twelve of the mutineers 
were killed in this of^r ; and of the fencibles a cap« 
tain and two privates fell. Several were wounded on 
both sides. 

. The well-known Paul Jones, in this year^ made his 
appearance in the Frith of Forth with some armed 
vessels ; but departed without attempting any thing 
against the harbour or shipping. The ahjrm excited^ 
however, oocasioiied no small stir among^ the eitisena 
of Edinburgh and Leith, and all the sacks ci wool 
which could be mustered were put in requisition to 
serve as a barricade. A mnall fortification was after- 
wards erected^ a little to the westward of the town of 
Leitli^ which now aeivea as a station for artillery. 

The revolutionary and equalizing principle* inspired 
by the French Revolution occasioned in Edinburgh, 
as wdl as in other parts of the kingdc^n, several dis* 
turbances^ and were the cause of the trial and condem* 
nation of some designing individuals, who at that time 
swayed, with too much success, the popular opinions. 
But ideal notions of liberty have long since given way 
to that real freedom, of which the British Constitu* 
iion is the guardian ; and in the late protiacted war* 
iare, the loyalty of the dtizens of Edinbur^, and their 
2»0al in behidf of the laws handed down to them by 
their ancestors, have been gallantly demonstrated, by 
the voluntary arming of all ranks for their preserva- 
tion. 

During the war, the partial failure of a crop occa- 
noned severid tumults in Edinburgh, on account of 
the high price of provisions ; but these disturbances 
were speedily checl^, and die timely importation of 
^reign grain removed all apprdiensions of absolute 
scarcity* 

The murder of one B^bie, a porter to the British 
JLinen Compuiy Bank, on die ISth November I80«ji 
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JUitoBi in flpeii day, williiii a £s#.pao0i of t flmtioo^ 
•tthda^omiiig a crowded^Gtretti, by a siagle blow of « 
ldiifb> amd robbing him^of the bank netea wkich he 
canned^ created a cousiderabla sensation in Edinbnt^lk 
^he gieaier part of the money was afterwards foun^ 
b«i natraee^f the mnrderer was ^er dlseovered. 

Preyious to this, street murder had been a crime aL« 
shbst nnkmwn m E^nburgh. On the 81st of Decem- 
ber ISll^ however, a bind of young men, moat of thsm 
^oieieir majority, bat in nnmbevs sufficient to- set the 
yegudar p^ee of the pity at defianee, having armed 
thexntielves with bludgeons, made theb* a^>earanee up* 
ba the sti^eets, crowckd with people «n visita to thdir 
friends. as i|ras uauAl at tbta season, about eleveno^-dock, 
and proceeded to knock down and rdb every person of 
decent jsppearance they met with. Th«r numbers pw^ 
vented Tesistance ftom those whom they attacked ; die 
i«gu|ar police of the eity was insufficient to stc4» the 
misdiief ; and l^e gang kept possesion of the streets 
till two o'cloek next morning. One watchman was 
l^ed, a con^erable number of the inhabitanta were 
robbed, and many of them dai^rously hurt The ao* 
tivity of the police soon traeed out tlie leaders of this 
outrage. Several g£ the rioters w^ne sdxed On the spot^ 
and toe principal rmgleaders were soon after taken in^ 
to <m£»o^« Four were tded and eon victed j and tlwe^ 
dp these -wcte executed on a tenipdrary gibbet, erected 
en die middle of the High Street, on the 99d of Aprfl 
181^. N<me of 'th€«n were above e^hteen years of agew 



kind's visit ^O filAKm^RG^. 

fijDiHsuAGn, Ik) long the capitid of an IndqinideBt 
kingdom, from the period of James Vl.'a acceasicai to 
the English throne had ceased to be a royal restdeRoe ; 
«nd, from the Union of Irhe kingdom^ in 1707, uid the 
ooQsequcDt dttsoluticai (^ the S<»yltiidii. FkirltiMnanl:, be^ 



mme Htile better than a ittovindal town. The laal 6f 
the 9la&rt line in the peraon of the yovag Pretender 
In 1745, flfid the Dnke of Camberland in 1746, weie 
the only individuals of royal birth who, for a long pCH 
riod, had been seen in the Scottieh capital; and it 
was, therefore, a eircumstance looked forwasd to with 
pleasure and considerable anxiety, when it waa known 
that his present Majesty had determined to viat the 
kingdom of his ance^ors. In July 1881^ it waa fUlfy 
known that this was to take place immediately upon 
the riaittg of Parliament; and ^e proper autfaioritiea, 
accordingly, took measures> such as the short time al^^ 
Idwed, for preparing every thing for his Mi^aty'a re« 
ception. The apartments in Hf^yroodhouse wcite 
cleaned, repaired, and fitted up with becoming ele- 
gance ; ttiumphal arches were erected at Leith, where k 
waa supposed he would land ; a new carriage way waa 
formed fVom the great road over the Calton HiU to the 
front of the palace; the road dm>ugh the Park waa 
opened ; the Weigh House, which^ but for this oir^ 
eumstance, might have encumbered the street for 
some years longer, was removed as if by magic; a 
road was formed from the Chain Pier at Trinity on the 
supposition the King might land ^ere: and> for a 
inontli previous to the actual event, all was bustle and 
tictivity to a degree- never bdbre witnessed in £dii»- 
Imrgh. Some of the royal dariages and ^te having 
vl^ afrfred, and it being understood that nia Majesty 
was to sail l^ithout delay, crowds Of people, and eq«9- 
pages of every description, poured in daily ; and wii>. 
*aows were hired at exn^vagant rates which oomtoan^ 
ed a view of the processions, the order of which had 
heen dready published in an ofildai paper. 

At last his Majesty embarked on board the Royal 
Tacht at Green widi on Saturday ^e 10th of August; 
and on Wednesday following the Royal €eet anchored 
in Leith Roads. The day, however, being vtnfavourable, 
it was announced that his Mtgesty woiud not land till 
next momiDg. On Thursday, accordingly^ at an early 
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hour, all was bustle and prq)eratieii. Almost tlie wbol^ 
of the road to LeUh was sccdiblded on each side to wit* 
ness the procession ; and benches were also erected 
the entire length of the pier to see the royal landing. 
At twelve o'clock a gun from the yacht announced 
that his Ms^esty had embarked in his barge ; and the 
President of the Court of Session, the Lord Chief 
Baron, the Jjord Justice Clerk, the Lord Chief Com- 
missioner, and other ofScial personages, with the 
Magistrates of Leith, were waiting his Majesty's ar- 
rivd at the end of a platform covered with scarlet 
•cloth. 

During the progress of the barge up the harbour, 
the immense multitude on the pier, the shore, the 
scaffolding and windows, loudly and enthusiastically 
cheered his 3Iajesty, who repeatedly bowed to the 
spectators. His Msgesty sat in the stern of the boat 
till it reached the middle of the harbour, when he 
stood up, and continued standing till the barge reach- 
-ed the landing-place. He was received by the Duke 
of Dorset, the Marquis of Winchester, the Earl of 
Cathcart, the Earl of Fife, Sir William Eliott, and 
Sir Thomas Bradford, the Magistrates of Leith, and 
the Jud(2:es of the Supreme Courts, all of whom he 
i^iook cordially by the hand. His Majesty tlien pro- 
ceeded to an open carriage, drawn by eight beautiful 
bays, amidst the cheers of the populace; and after 
being seated, with the Duke of Dorset and the Mar- 
quis of Winchester, it drove off at a slow pace, guard- 
ed by the Royal Company of Archers, commanded by 
the Earl of Elgin, and a detachment of the Scots 
Greys. 

The following was the order of this i^lendid Pro- 
cession : — 

Trumpets of Yeomanry. 

S4uadTon of Mid-Lothian Yeomanry. 

Two Highland Pipers. 

Captain Campbell, and Tail of Breadalbane. 

Squadron of Soots Greys. 

Two Highl^dPipett. 

Colonel Stewart orGarth, and Cdiic Club. 
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' The civalcide now proceeded b; Bemud Sttiet and 
CODItitotion Slieet ta Leith 'Walk, .ud i&xmt ttae 
o'clock ipproached the bairier, nni Pieoidy Plu«, 
wberfl (he Lord Froron, aecompuiied b; the Maftl- 
«tretc«, presented faii Mijeit; nith tb« dlTei keji af 
ihe city, aniidst di« appUuM of thotHaodi ; fbr ererv 
boilBe and erer]' part of the aireeti mia ctonded wiQi 
■pectaton. 

The Lord Froroit and Magistialea ttaen retnmed to 
tfaeir carriages, and took their placea in the procMsion 
immediftlcly after (lie Lord Lieutenabt of (ho County, 
preceded by their officers. 



I e procession now paised along York Place, turn- 
ed np of St dndren'a Square, and then moTed atmg 
prince's Street to the Regent Bridge, Waterloo Place. 
On entering: thia splendid street his M^atj aeemed 
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particularly Struck with the elegance of the boilAfaigs, 
and the Calton Hill, which now rose b^N« him ter^ 
racetl with human heings. A little before two o'clock 
his Majesty reached the Palace of Holyroodhoascy his 
arrival at which was announced by salutes fired from 
the Castle, and from guns placed on Salisbury Crags 
and the Calton Hill. 

After receiving the congratulations of the Magi- 
strates and other authorities, his Majesty soon after 
drove off in his private carriage to Dalkeith House, 
which had been previously prepared for his residence. 
Fire-works were exhibited at Charlotte Square in the 
evening ; and the night following there was a general 
illumination. 

On the 17th of August, hisMajesty held a levee at the 
Palace of Holyroodhou&e, and on the 20th, a drawing- 
room, both of which were most numeroudy attended. 
The number of equipages of all descriptions displayed 
on these occasions was immense, and beyond what 
had ever been witnessed in £dinbu]^h. On the 8dd, 
the King went in procession fVom Holyroodhouse to 
the Castle ; on the 23d, he reviewed al)Ottt 3000 ca- 
valry on Portobello Sands ; and same evening attend- 
ed a ball given by the Peers of Scotland in the As- 
sembly Rooms. On the 24th, a splendid banquet was 
given to his Majesty in the great Hall of the Parliav 
ment House; and on the 25th, he attended Divine 
service in the High Church. A ball given by the C«p 
ledonian Hunt on the 26th was attended by his Ma^ 
jesty ; on the 27th, he visited the Theatre ; and on 
the 29th, after a visit to the Earl of Hopetoun, hi^ 
Migesty embarked on board the Royal Yacht at Port 
Edgar, near Hopetoun House, and arrived safely in 
Liondon on the 1st of September. 

It would require much more space than the limits 
of this work permit, to give even a slight detail of 
what passed during his Majesty's visit, or of the en^ 
thusiastic manner with which he was received. The 
^^rowds of well-dressed people on the streets— the clans 
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io tbeir diflferent eoatumes— the namber of equ^agei^ 
and the general expression of gaiety which £dinDurgh 
then presented^ will not soon be ^gotten bv the pre* 
sent generation. An Equestrian Statue of the King is 
intended to popetuate toe event. 



GREAT FI&£. 

The year 1824 will be a memorable one in the an- 
xials of Edinburgh. The fire in June ISSi^ which> be-- 
ginning at the Royal Bank Close^ destroyed the houses 
OB the upper part of the south side of the High Street^ 
and the eastern angle of the Parliament Square, was 
followed on the 15th and 16th of November by a con- 
flagration, which has laid the fairest part of the princl- 
pal street of the Old Town in ruins, and totally de« 
stroyed the Parliament Square, except the buildings 
connected with the Scottish House of Parliament — ^be- 
sides bdving nearly annihilated half a do^en closes, or 
narrow lanes> reaching from the High Street to the 
Cowgate. 

On Monday evening, the loth November, about ten 
o'clock, smoke was discovered issuing from the second 
door of a house at the head of the Old Assembly Close, 
and about eleven o'clock the whole house, consisting of 
«ix floors, and forming the eastern wing of one of the 
inost imposing buildings in the High Street, waa in a 
blaze. 

Efibrts were now directed to save the houses to the 
west ; . for though the wind was firom the south-west, 
yet the tenement on the east, being of comparatively 
Moeat erection, and divided firom the burning house by 
a strong party wall, seemed in less danger. But the pro- 
gress of the flames was uncontrollable, and spreaoing '. 
westwards firom the back of the buildings the narrow 
aceess to which precluded the employment of engines 
ip that direction, soon after twelve, the whole range up, 
taBorthwiok'a Close was in a blaze* Tosuchai^i^t 
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were the flammg enAera {ifQJeoted^ thit ttvenl ehinH' 
Beys on the o[^NMite tide of die dreet were eei on fire 
by their fkll ; and the heat wes at one time to iBtease^ 
2M to he fdt pnnfaUy warm by the speetatore op tk» 
footpath on the opposite tide. 

The building to the westward, in which the Courant 
Office was situated, was the next prey of the flames. 
Fire was observed in tlie upper floor of this house about 
two o'clock ; and now, when it was too late, it was re- 
solved to attempt its extinction, by leading up a pipe 
from an engine to the high roof of the a^^tceat houMr 
on the west, a measure whi(^ promised eventual sue- 
oess. But the pipe, when raised up, was Ibnad to fae 
broken ; and what might have saved thsabuiiding^ had 
it been applied in time, only served, like all the efifortsof 
l^is night and morning, to show the s^^ng necessity 
for better apparatus, and a body more organiaed, to ad 
with efficacy in sim^r calamities. I'he Are desoend^ 
ed with uncontrollable fury, and id)out five o'clock the 
Upper piurt of the fVont wall fell inward. 

While the flre was thus raging in the fVont houses, 
those connected with them on the south side, and 
fl»rming narrow lanes, or closes, down the steep decii- 
vity to the Gowgate, were net more tetunate. To give 
any assistimce here was impossible, fpom the nature of 
tile confined passages, inaccessible ta engiaea, anddaB** 
gerotts from the falling portions of ^e shattered Un^ 
ments. Three men, it is said, were kill^ bf the fall 
of some of the ruins in Conn's Close. In the Asseaa*^ 
Uy Close, distinguished from many others by its neat- 
ly laid pavement, and its more ample breadthy in sobm 
]Mace8 exceeding four ieet, and known as a place of fa^ 
ahionftble resort before ti^e New Town exaetod, >wasde»>. 
atvoyed the Old Asseml^y Hall— 4he two under floars 
of a large building, with arched windows to the smuA 
—and several smaller houses. In fior^wiok's €laae^ 
and Uie Old Fishmaiket, the fire extmoded nearly ht^ 
wi^down to the Cowgate. 

The extent of ^is alarmtBg«ie-.-the feavM wpi^ 



pr ^ its pvo0ref»-4t8 coo^igtfi^ to ike boActefpi 
Mtroyed lo June^ and a iseiu^g of general akrm^ mane 
miyeraaUy excited than was ever before wUnea«ed> 
4i\ew cropds to the High Stree^^ on the mommg oi 
Tuesday^ to view the extenjt of the devaatation. Tha 
•Ofl^nea were still direeted to tke srookiag rains, and 
flacea d twrnt raateriids^ raised by the wind, were 
&UiQg ^bkk in all the adjacent streets. Bssineas wasi 
la a g^reat measure, su^iidedv avd moal of the ahops 
in* the High Street were ih«it» Matters were in tma 
Slate, wh^, aboat half-na$t eleven, some wandering 
^e diaoovered flamea playing about the balostrada 
a^ cornice of the ate^le of the Tron Church. An 
$kum waa iinroedjately given Chat the Tron Church 
mia iA fire, which spread with t^e rapidity of liffhtninp; 
«m the whole city. The fire, it is bdieved, had on« 
ginated from the &ght of embers carried by the wind, 
whi(& waa finom the west, lodging about the wooden 
hntotrade. The sfteepde of the Tron Church, at leaaft 
tiie stone part of it» rises in the form oi a square 
tower, and above the aoasonry the spire was ^irnied 
of wood, originally intended to be oovefed with eqp«* 
per, but wfaiefa, in the necessiliea of the csty, v^as re* 
placed by lead, as the ehaaper metal. It must have 
made considerable pragrass before it Jttmeted attention^ 
fir, in leaa than an howr, all that waa consumable was 
oanawned. The flames ascevided ib>m the baluatrade^ 
aa the heat melted the kad«i covering^tlie lighter 
pasrts of the wood-work speedily gave way<--4Hid Ibr 
searly a ijaartar of an hour, the iewr mgular ribs were 
gads Ib macked profile Unroug^ Uie aaoending flamea;^ 
In thia interval, a du'k coloured mass was seen to fail 
fton tltt centre. It waa the bell, put up in the year 
M78, at the enpence of 1490 merks ^ght shillingv 
So^ls. Pinaade ader pinnade fell, and befbre one 
o'^cAodk, noting of the steeple remained but ^tsquarv 



Sad^vours were now made to aave the bodv of the 
uiinrth> andliy the esertieBa^f the Aieneo and others. 
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und the power Ail aflsbtanee of an engine from Leitb 
Fort^ (the only one^ we believe, whkh proved of sny 
materm ase,) this was happily in a great measure ac- 
complished, without any serious accident, though not 
without much danger. The crowd now gradually dis- 
persed, at least the greater portion, and the flre-enginea 
returned to their former stations at the still smoking 
ruins of the morning. Befhre night, the limits of the 
devastation seemed to be completely ascertained, and 
BO further danger contemplated. 

On the evening of Tuesday the IGth, however, soon 
after ten o'clock, flames were discovered bursting ^m 
the windows of the top story of the house in the Par- 
liament Square, part of which had been recently fitted 
up for the accommodation of the Jury Court, and the 
drum again sounded the direful alarm of fire. This 
house was remarkable as being the highest building in 
Edinburgh, and farther, as having been built on the 
site of a building of no less than fifteen floors, whic^ 
was destroyed, along with all the other buildings on 
the south and east sides, in a memorable fire which 
happened in 1700. The alarm of the neighbourhood, 
and of all, at this new and dreadfVilly alarming confla- 
gration,— -which being at a considerable distance t& 
windward of the former flre, gave no room to connect 
the one with the effects of the other,-— amounted al- 
most to despair. To the west, one house alone inteiw 
vened between it and the buildings of the Exchequer, 
the Parliament House, and the pul^ lilnrariea ; an^ 
the houses in the eastern angle, in one of which waa 
the office of the Water Company, were partiy occupied 
as business chambers, and partly as dwdling^houses^ 
In none of these could the inmates feel secure, after 
witnessing the rapidity and the extent of the fire of 
Monday; and, accordingly, whatever was moveable 
was attempted to be removed, with all the speed and 
all the confusion which terror of life could inspire. A 
similar alarm occasioned the greater pan of the posses- 
s<»r8 of houses eastward, down the line ef the H^ 
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Stnetto Htmter'v Square, to remove Aetr raoft Tshuu 
Ue effects ; to> JQ^Dg from the efl^ts of the fire on 
Monday, and Grom the direction and strength (^ the 
windy it was by no means an impossiUe event that they 
might be shar^ in the calamity. 

From the floor in which it originated the fire de- 
scended gradually to the floors below. The height 
was too great Boar engines to be serviceable ; and as the 
flames descended, and additional materials came within 
reach, it increased to an uncontrollable conflagration. 
From the chambers of the Auditor of the C^urt of 
Session it descended to the large hall occupied by the 
•Jury Court, andiVom thence, the buildings being con* 
nected at the an^e of ^le Square, proceeded norths 
wards* along the eastern range, to the house which 
^^ras partially damaged by the fire in June. Much of 
jbhe property, and aU the books and papers belonging 
to the Joint Stock Water Company and others were 
saved, before the fire had spr^ in this direction. 
.The whoile o£ the east, and part of the south dde of 
ihe Square, was, about five o'clock in the morning of 
-Wednesday, one continuous bkze — ^flames rushing out 
at( every window ; and rising from the top in showers 
^ btUming embors, which were wafted by the wind, 
Aow blowing a perfect hurricane, in. arehed streams 
over the property eastward, as fiur as the South Bridge. 
Froan the Cowgate and hi^ ground on the opposite 
aide, which was crowded with spectators, the scene 
'WAS of terrific grandeur. 

. The greatest endeavours, after witnessing the impo- 
tent, efie^ of aU that hiunan power o^Jd do in the 
drcumstances to stop the progress of the conflagration 
to the eastward, were now directed to prevent uie £ie 
flrom spreading in the opposite direction, and coming 
in contact with the Court of Exchequer and Parlia- 
m^it House.. Besides the value of these buildings, as 
buildings, it is well known that the Advocates Li- 
brary, and that of the Writew to the Signet, which 
Oa moi)^ «ould replace were they destroyed, were iu« 
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ttgnl perls «f» and oomieetedviMt die 4oqilsAadk:tfr 
oound^ mutt belott if thete wecedeabroyed; Tliecii* 

r* ie» were therefore directed to the house imimrtisfgn 
adjoimng to the Jury Court on the weoky aod the 
measures undertaken to stop the briber progres s dt 
the fire hi this direction were happily suoeessmL JLt 
day-break^ the fire had nearly expended itself; and 
about half.past eighty the fitwt widk of the bottsea te 
the Square fell with a txeniendeus crash« joid assisted 
by their fall to extinguish the still fluning mass. 

It is impassible to describe in- words the tenors aad 
dangers of this dreadful night. To be oonceiTed, they 
must have been seem A& that is tenific in the mi- 
controllable progress of devouring flames— ndl that caa 
be oonceived of. danger to life and destruotioa to ptof* 
peHji it situations wh&e it is impowible to give wuf 
effective aaststance^— *were here oombiiKd in apleoM 
magnificence^ at the midnight hour, aiid on the moal 
elevated ground in Ediobvurg^. The a^unets of iIm 
engines and the flremen*— -roe hig^iest aiitharitics and 
most respectable individuals in the .cavntry, mix&ig 
in the common labour with the lowest ef the peopk-*** 
the crowd — the torches — the mounted oavajryw-^be 
poise^-the confusion — the mined occupiers of the 
burning houses, and the ftagmenU of their scattered 
iUmitare,--all contributed to flU up the details of a 
scene more terribly sublime than was ever before wit* 
nessed in this city. , • 

Several minor fires took place, fknn the fUUng of 
the burning. showers on the heases to tbe eastaniKL 
A roof in Bell's Wynd^ ai^a woOd^^yard in Carrttbbe»'# 
Close, were set on fire by this a0eoey» biit wens speedl^ 
ly got under. ;A. reoAmnendation iVom the Magistral 
^ to the proprietors^ of houses in this direction^ to «x« 
amine and watch the Toofs^of theliDuiesi wsefidt t^ 
be necessary ; but sbowciis on Wedneadky, ^Xid ali^vy 
fall of rain on the iaotniag of Thursday, washed away 
all danpr from this eause; 

Of the losf of life oii this mekn^oly ooeaaicii, ih^ 
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^mmpa^en- rep&tt tint fyar individtedb wtre kffitd 
"by the falHng of walls, and that twelve were carried 
' wounded to the Infirmary. Those rendered houseless 
by the calamity were^ by the active interference of the 
Magistrates, lodged in Queensberry Barracks ; the be- 
nevolence of others furnished the most destitute with 
^appropriate dothing; and a large subscription, and a 
general collection at the churches on the Sunday fol- 
lowing, produced a sum whidi alleviated, as far as mo- 
ney pould, the distresses of the poorer suflferors. The 
proceeds of the Tha&tre, for three nights, were gene* 
Tously allotted for the same disinterested purposes. 

After all danger from the fire had ceased, alarm was 
still fdt from the dangerous situation of the ruins. 
The firont walls of the- large houses on the south-east 
angle of the Parliament Square fell on the morning of 
the 17th, about half-past eight o'clock, leaving on the 
east a large portion of the back wall, including a piece 
of gable which projected westwards, and formed a sort 
of buttress. On the souths the great southern gable, 
tjio highest in Edinburgh, threatened, should it fall 
outwards, to demolish the intervening houses between 
it and the Cowgate. To remove these ruins without 
injury to the neighbouring property, was now the 
duef object of interest ; and frequent meetings of the 
public authorities, and of those interested, were held, 
regarding the best mode of accomplishing thehr dowiB- 
fdlL At last, after a final inspection on Friday morib- 
ing» ^y Baron Clerk Rattray, Sir David Milne, Cap- 
,tain Head, Messrc Reid, Playfair, and others, it was rew 
^ved, at a meeting in the Council Chamber, of those 
int^-ested, to entrust the whole arrangement to Captain 
Head of the Engineers, assisted by Captain Hope, R. N. 
,and others. 

. Preparations were mad^ in the course of that after- 
noon, bv affixing blocks and tackle to the great south** 
era gi^le, and torming mines under the eastern wall. 
At twelve o'clock on Saturday^ the mines being diarg^ 
ed, and everything ready, the strength of the appara- 

E 2 
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tte yffOM trieA ob. ti^ gmt sDuth gaMo ; nsA m'to- 
mMMe HUMS mstatitly.feU inwards with tremendooi 
noise. The dense domd of dust which rose from the 
oruBihling ruins, and spread voond to a gneat^Uataneej 
totally obscured the view for a f^w minutes ; bat whe& 
it cleared off, t pinnacle of the hi^ gable, a few fttt 
broad, and extending the whole height of the buildiiig^ 
Was still seen standing, threatening danger more imoA- 
nent than the whole conjoined mass. Orders weveneW 
given to fire the mines nt the base of the wall «n thie 
vast side of the Square. A few seconds ^lapsed be^Mte 
the explpsions took place, and a few more befbre their 
efiect was observe«l on the ruins. It was a pausii of 
breathless expectation. At last the cross wall whidi 
supported the larger t^ass was seen to fall tnsjestically 
inwards, bringing with it a great part of the conneGKd 
wtlL The retoainder followed in two successive massos^ 
in the same direction. 

The frightful pinnacle remaining of the hi^ gable 
now stood like an obelisk among the mass of ruins, ft 
seemed to be cracked and shaken a little above where 
the chain appeared still hanging, and that little force 
would be required to bring it down alsOi The only 
danger apprehended was its falling to the somh; 
but the cable being again tightened, the ruin, fixwi 
A little above where it was- fastened, gave way, aii4 
«lid nafesUcally, and almost perpencMeularly down, and 
added to die heap below. The great busitiess was «ow 
oyer, and though some IHghtf\il fragments remained, 
^t tbeike were neither so elevated nor so dangerous, m 
wnger to occupy the time of those who hod come for^- 
ward so onerously with theil' assistance, and they were 
pulled ^wn m the course of the ensuing week. The 
avenues to the Square, and to the places bac^war^ 
whidi Bnght be in dangeir from the ruins, were ipiard- 
^ all morning by a detachment of cavaliy> and 4hem, 
With the yeomanry of the city and county^ were of 
essential service during ihe whole of this memcvaUe 
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.wee|:> n keqp&o^ ihe^aaBagea open, mid pyotediag tli^ 

Sir Walter ScoUy fioiue of the Judg^i, M^^strnta^ 
and other individui^^ of distinction, witnessed th^ dft- 
mo^ition from the top of St Giles's church. 9ud nmimr 
Tons artists were observed during the whole we^ tdbf 
V)g sketches of the ruins. Many of these /alcetohes wiene 
|)ubli8hed .with all the speed of lithography ; hut Vgr 
far the tnoSft spirited are these which are said to hane 
been drawn by a young advocate, and whieh were pull* 
lished by Messrs Constable and Company for behod^ 
of the su^rers* 

Another fire look place in the High Street, on- tbi9 
eveti^g of the 92l\ of February 1823, which, at its con^ 
menceraent, seemed to thr^ten equal devastation wiAi 
the former, but was happily got under with the loss ^f 
the great front tenement at the head of Blackfriara' 
Wynd, commonly known by the name of Lady Lovafs 
Land, and aome houses oi smaller npte at the back of 
it. 



TiiE year 182i will also be memorable for the i^icil 
of apecuilaj^on indiU/^d by the low i^te qf intere^ sxA 
whi(^ di8i4ayed itself W the foirmaUon of Joint Sto^k 
Companies. The. 'transfer of the. Lei th Dofcksbj tha 
Mi^istraies to a pprpjeet^ ^na^iaxiyi »nd ^ prewiwm 
which the shares bore before a shilling was paid, (neaf ^ 
ly 17 fer oenl.) ^^c^ the formsition of other com- 
panies to the number of twent^y or upwards a -and su^ 
wi^ ^e a^ity with^hioh injiUviduals subscribed for 
shares in those. oomp^ies, that scarcely any prqjiect 
was m$de puhUc» b^re the capital, to the amount of 
million9».wasiSiDbscrihed for^ and the shares houg^ 
and aold at a prenviiim. m the market. Stock-jobbiogf 
lor the first liine> became jm occupation in JSdinbjQu-eh ; 
^ndvit aeeroaA. as ,4f echoes, many <»f theoi .^t Je«a 
i¥il4 than ikt^ Mls$is8i|^pi ox South Sea bs^ldbiC.ivDNia 
desthied to triumph ^yer the proyerlri^ iOautiwMQMa 
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of SaM«inen. Jdnt Stock Bivwery^ Dittfflery, f rotK- 
Foundery, Glass^ Dairy, Rail-Road, aiid Water Com- 
panies, with large capitals, were projected and formed. 
Banking and Insurance Companies were organised ; and 
for weeKs, almost every newspaper announced a new 
speculation, which held forth unavoidable success, and 
ample returns to the subscribers. The same spirit 
of advetiture prevailed in the capital ; and fortunes 
were gained and lost in the prospect of working the 
gold and silver mines of Mexico and Peru. That the 
greater part of the Joint Stock Companies thus pro- 
jected will be profitable to the partners, or ultimately 
successful, is not to be expected ; but, whatever indi- 
yidual suffering their failure may create, the money 
tiiat is spent in great public undertakings will not &il 
oltimately to benefit the country. 



The Improvements of Edinburgh began in the year 
1753, under the auspices of Provost Drummond. At 
this time the city occupied the same space of ground 
which it had done for centui ies before. But since that 
period a new city has arisen ; the town has been en- 
larged to more than thrice its fbrmer extent; and 
ferther enlargements are still in contemplation, which 
will go far to render Edinburgh, in pmnt of external 
d^ance and picturesque beauty, the first city in Eu- 
r»pe. 

The public attention was first called to the state of 
the city in September 1761, by the circumstance of a 
side wall of a building, six stories high, having &llen 
down, by which* one person was killed. This occa- 
sioned a general survey to be made, the result of whidi 
was, that many houses were found insufficient, and 
were ordered to be pulled down. It was now that the 
idea of occupying the place of these old houses in the 
principal streets hy public buildings was first conceived ; 
and a scheme for this purpose was laid befi>re the Con- 
ventiorf of Royal Burghs which met on 8di July l76«. 
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Il^ftreprMtntallfesciCdlftefaiugbi qipio?edof thedo- 
fign «8 a national one^ and subacription papers wert 
ordered to be lodged with the magistntteaof the ocmn« 
Ipr towns. The public building first projected was tm 
contain a hall for the Conyention of Royal Burghs-**^ 
Council Chamber for the Magistrates*-^ Robing-room 
fi>r the Judges of the Supreme Court-^a Library for th6 
Faculty of Adrooates-*^ HaU for the Society of Writers 
to Jthe Signet, and other apartments for the registers of 
public writings. For carrying the improvements into 
executiotty committees were appointed by the Magi* 
atratesy Lords of Session, Barons of F^diequer, Fa* 
culty of Advocates, and Writers to the Signet, who, im- 
proving en the Conner plan, resolved to commence the 
^ojeetod improvements by the erection of an Fxchangt 
Qn the site, of the ruinous buildings on the north siot 
fif the Hig^ , Street. Accommodation for the eoart% 
rrgisteni, and advocates' library, wa» to occupy tha 
fdaise of the ruinous houses in the Parliament Square | 
and it was resolred to appdiy for an act for th* purpose 
of extending die royalty, as it is called, or the power 
of levying taxes for the support of the dty, over the 
grcmnds ,to the north, the expence to be defrayed by a 
national contribution.. 

' The fbundation-stone of the Royal Exchange vn^ 
^Dcordingly Udd, on the 14th of September 1753, by 
that patriotic magistrkte George Bruminond, Esq., and 
the building was commaiced on the 13th of June in 
the following vear. 

- The next objeet to which, the msgistrates of Eduiu 
burgh and the trustees appointed by Parliament to 
ihJd improvement of -die city turn^ their, attention, 
was .the erection of a bridge over the North Loch, to 
communicate with the fields in that direction, over 
which, they proposed to have the royalty of the city ex- 
tended. A drsught of a bill was acoording^y prepar* 
edin 1759 fsr this purj^osoy but which was not at that 
time brought fbrwavd, m consequence of the threaten* 
e4 opposition of certain landholders of the oounty* 
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The scheme, however, was Dot on thk aooount rettn- 
quished; and the trustees having noade over to th« 
magistrates a halance of L. 3000, which remained in 
their hands after the auction of the Exchange, thef 
proceeded in 1763 to drain the Ncnrth Loch, and re- 
move the mud, preparatory to the intended erection. 
The foundation-stone of the North Bridge was htid 
by- the same public spirited individual who pre^ded 
at the foundation of the Exchange, on the !£lftt of Oc- 
tober 1763, although the building was not b^^uB 
for two years afterwards, and, Stom some unaccount* 
able error in the construction, was not rendered pasft* 
able till the year 1772. 

. Though repulsed in their first endeavoun to pro- 
cure an extension of the royalty, the magfetrates did 
not. relinquish the attempt; ana the gen£men of the 
county having dropped their opposition, an act was 
passed in 1767 extending the royalty over the Adds to 
%he nortii. Competitimi plans were at ike same time 
advertised for, and every measure taken to secure the 
uniformity of the buildings in the new town which 
was projected. 

Among the plans in consequence given in, that of 
Mr James Craig, architect, was approved of and finaU 
ly adopted* The New Town was immediately com- 
menced, and the building proceeded so rapidly, that^ 
in 1778, St Andrew's Square and the streets ocmnect- 
ed with it were nearly completed. The dimensions of 
this square are 510 by 520 feet, and it was the first of 
that denomination of any extent laid out in Edin- 
burgh. 

"inie plan of 1767, terminating on the north by 
Queen Street, and on the south by Prince's Street, hu 
been long since comj^ted. The buildings of Char-* 
lotte Square were designed by the celebrated architect, 
Mr Robert Adam ; imid the house lately occupied as . 
the Excise Office, its eastern termination, was buih 
from a design of Sir William Chambers, in imitation 
of an admired noble villa near Rome. This building 
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luiff been recently purdiased as an office fbr the Royal 
Bank of Scotland. 

• The unfortunate dispntes between- the magistrates 
and their New Town feuars, which took place about 
this time, bad the.efi^ct of exciting speculation in an-» 
other direction. Twenty-six acres oiP ground to the 
south, whiiAi the city mighi have purchased for L. 1900^ 
were bought by a private individual , and laid out for 
the erection of new buildings. Gorge's Square was 
accordingly begun in 1766, and in twelve years three 
sides of it were completed. The dimensions of this 
square are .«T0 by 500 feet, the ground sloping gently 
to the south. 

The erection of the buildings in this quarter soon 
suggested the necessity of a proper communication 
between them and the Old Town ; and in 1775 a pro- 
posal was made fior erecting a bridge over the Cow-^ 
gate^ similar to that which had been erected over the 
-fM^Ley to the north. But this project being violently 
apposed by the corporatioiis and othei^^ the plan waff 
at this time abandmied^ 

At last, however, an act of Parliament was passed, 
whidi included this improvement. The foundation- 
stone of the South. Bridge was laid on the ist of Au-- 
goiA 1785, and it was opened for carriages in March' 
1788. It is worthy of renmrk, Uiat this act of Ptolia- 
nent eontained a clause empowering the Magistrates 
to throw an arch over the Low Calton, and to form a 
xoad aloi^ the Calton Hill grounds, nearly in the line 
of the present Regent Bridge and road. A plan of 
this improvement was engraved by Mr Kirkwood at- 
the time, from a survey made by Mr Kyle, then a* 
road-surveyor employed by government, and pub*> 
ydied by Dr Duncan senior^ for the benefit of Mr 
Kyle's vndow. 

. The Earthen Mound was commenced in 1783, and' 
while it fumisl^ a ready communicatkm with die* 
buildings erecting to the westward of the N<»th Bric^e^ 
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Il mtfed, at the tame tirae^ at a central pbee of dcpe> 

sit for the earth dug firom their foondatiant. 
. The Register Office, a building intended inrthe pre- 
serration o£ the publie records of the kingdoin, waa 
fimnded on the 17th of June 1774, but not finished 
fi>r many yttn afterwards. > 

. The next great publk undertaking was the erection 
ef tlw UniTersity. The buildings of the cid eolleae 
having become very inconTenient, and novd» inttaMii 
to die celebrity of the teachers, or the number of 8tn« 
dents who attended this' seminary, the auction -of an 
e4ifio^ on a m<nre extended scale, on tkeor sitc^ hnd 
been proposed as early as 1768. But nothing wai 
done in the matter till, in the yeav 1795, the sul^ect 
being again brought before the public, the magistralcn 
set on ^t a aub^ription for erectiag a new stntctun^ 
and, coBsidetable sums being obtained, the ^tmdation* 
stone of the new college was laid on the 16th Novem* 
ber 1780. This undertaking, which erentoally turn* 
ed out to be on a scale beyond the means possessed im* 
carrying it into execution, stood for many years uift« 
finished ; til^ in 1815, on the neportof a committee, 
arising out of the exertions of Sir John Maijoribanka^^ 
then liord Pro^ast and M. P., the House of ComBaons 
granted L. ia,000 for its completion, and secommend* 
ed the same nun to be giren annually for seven yean* 
The oommissioders for managing^usgntnthovcmgnHU 
on the 4th Becember 1^16, to noeivv plans ^yr thff 
oofpspletion of the building, that hfUrW. H. Pbry-^ 
^r was adopted. By tms plan ^ exiener of the^^ 
hnildingy as designed by Mr AdaBH ia still to be in- 
tained, bat ihe inlenud arr a u g e we nts are fottowed 
out acciiding to the design wej^red bjr Mr Ffaryiur. 
. The improvement 9i w tmilding^nsr ibe supreme 
courts was the next of the suggested imprawemento 
which was nndertdun. A plan for these inipiiovt&* 
iBflttts was acc o tttMig l y saade entbyJfr Robert Eeii;' 
a^ddteot, and Ihe alteratiMia on the old Bnijamaat- 
House began by the erection of a court room and apart- 

11 
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Uttti fof d^ BaroM of Exdufutr^ and an «peB am 
oade in IVontof the M building. This pkn also indud* 
ad the ereetion ei an addiUosial oourt room ibr the Se« 
atmd DiriBiGn oi the Onrt,— « lilM^asy room for iba 
▲dvocatea and Society of Writers to tlie Sionet^^'^-and 
4 County Hall, all of nvhidi are now erected. 

A new l^rison, &ote a deaign by the same architect^ 
was ^Minded a little to the wettward of the Parliament 
Hoose, and in the lane ai^ed Forreater'a Wynd^on 
die 8th S^tember 1808 ; but the situation waa aftm^ 
wardi fi>tmd to be inespedient^ and a smaller bnilding^ 
Sott the tem{xirary con^nement of cHaakials osdy was 
erected. In 1814, after vartoua anggestions about the 
fiace most pitoper lor an eveetHNi of thi^ nature^ the 
Calton Hill waa £xed up<m as. the oraat e^Ue iv 
niaaw respects ; and an a<^ of Buiiament was passed 
in that year, appointing eonimissimiers ftr that and 
other proposed improvements^ 
. The moat important of theae in^ovements was the 
ejection of « Bridge, over the low lane and ground 
wlu6h divided Fnnee'^ Street horn the CidtaD Hill, 
and <earrying a raad along the brow of that pacturesaqne 
eteuumoe ^bidi should j<Hn die Gteeat London Boad in 
a kaa civeuitxraa and more levd. line than the one fyg* 
mcidy in nse.' By this meant, vot only was the. ao* 
cess to die 1^, on. which two public hmkUnga were aL^ 
ready eveeted^ rendered easy, butnn.entiasicetothe ch 
teprooinred of unequalled ^pandeux.. The pubUo m^ 
rtt of the then dii^f magiatrate^ Sii^ Jdin Ma^iibai^a, 
poweiftdly aided the views of « the <»ti^n% in proaxr^ 
ing the act to be passed which aanctioned tneseim-v 
prdvementa. The act for the erection of a jail, whkdi 
bad bem passed in 1^0% was^ on the petition of thi» 
n^^iairates and commissioners appoint^ by that act» 
l a f& ' Bpd 4»a o^dMttittee dn 1^14 ; a new and amended 
one pfncnved ; Mid the fiiuBdation-atones of die Be-* 
gnit Bridge and New Jail wevc' hiid in die lUlcrwing 
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tion of Mr SteTenson, ciyil engineer ; and on the 7 tk 
December 181^> » fM meeting of the parlkmentarj 
commissioners for executing this splendid acoess Co the 
city took place, £br the purpose of deciding on the 
comparatiTe merits of three plans and elevations for 
the projected bridge and adjacent buildings, prepared 
under their direction by three eminent aroiitects. Of 
these designs, that oi Mr Archibald Elliot of London 
was finally adopted. In the Herculean task of cut- 
ting through the hill, the expence of gunpowder 
alone f<Hr bhisting cost upwards of L. 1000 Sterling ; 
and more than 100,000 cubic yards of rock were re* 
Bioved, to bring the road to a proper level. 

The foundation-stone of the Regent Bridge (so 
named in honour of the Prince Reoent) was laid 
on the 19th September 1815; the building was begun 
in August 1816 ; and it was opened for the reception 
of Prince Leopold of Saxe Cobourg, in August 1819. 
The New Prison stands at its eastern termination, and 
on the opposite side a neat Hall for the meetings oi 
the Incorporated Trades of Calton has been erected* 
On the south side of this bridge are the Stamp Office 
and Post Office, surmounted by the Royal Arms, and 
immediately opposite this last is a very handsome and 
extensive Imilding, named the Waterloo Tavern aiid 
Hotel In the progress of the work, the Calton bury- 
ing ground, which the new line of road intersected, 
required to be cut through to a considerable depth, 
and the bodies removed; but the bank is faced up 
in a very elegant manner, and oi corresponding ardii- 
tecture to the buildings and to the bridge. 

In the act of Parliimieiit which sanctioned these im- 
provements was a clause authorizing the inagistratea 
to remove a narrow lane on the west side of the North. 
Bridge, opposite to Prince's Street, and known by the 
name of St Ann's Street, and to bring fo^rward the 
buildings in conneetion with the bridge. The houses 
of St Ann's Street were accordingly [mlled down, and 
the new buildings coQ»d^rably Mvanced^ when it was 
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lilsocrirered that thisereetion would injure the yiew of 
the Register Office, and totally destroy tbat f^om 
-Prince's Street, which commanded a prospect of the 
road and new buildings on the CaltoE HilL A meet- 
ing of the inhaHtants was accordingly called, for the 
|mnx>se of taking measures to stop the further erection 
of this line of buildings, on, the 2d December 181 7« 
The result of this nieenng, whidi was numerously aU 
tended, was a subscription to enable the feuars of 
Prince's Street, to whose property the erection in ques* 
tion was extremely hurtful, to try the question before 
the Supreme Court. Various measures were accord- 
ingly taken with this view, and after some inefficacious 
procedure, and the buildings being finished, the magi- 
strates consented to an arrangement by which Uiey 
should be reduced to one storey in height above tbie 
faridgc. This airangement, which neceffiarily inelad<^ 
ed the purchase of a great part of the property, put a 
st(^ to all fhriher ptoeediae in the business f and the 
funds of the association haying been already spent in 
the law proceedings, the buildings of course .remain as 
Driginally erected, it might, porhaps, have. been de« 
siral^ that the fine view of Prince's Street, fiiom the 
tttWroad, should have been preseryed ; but it is not yery 
evident that any thmg else than the removal of the 
whole houses to the south of Prince's Street, including 
C^nal Street, according to theoariginal plan» and laying 
the ground out in ^gardens, woiud materially improve 
t^;s quarter of the city. 

Previoiis to the idea being taken up of enecting m 
Jbridge over the Low Calton, it was in contemp^iou 
to caattj a road round the north-base of the hill, which 
should join the London road near Jock's Lodge, about 
a mile from the city ; and sev^rd plans were made out 
by eminent architects for laying out the grounds into 
streets and squares along the intended road, and buikk 
ing on the Calton Hill. This scheme, though a pro* 
ferable and more direct line has been made over the 
hill, is now carrying into e^ct. A crescent is baild« 
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ifig Abntbig the hill, frmn wli^ time maki Meeatt ai^ 
to diverge ; and the base of the hill is (as saggested, it 
18 believed, by the late Mr William Stark, architecA 
to be planted with trees* Above these buildiiiffs, ana 
sninv among the tiee^ a row of handaome nomei 
overbok the buildings below. This terrace m to sweep 
round the hill, by an easy ourre, into a line of honaeB^ 
which it b proposed to erect ak>ng the load an the ep^ 
posite tide of toe hill, the space between the road and 
the houses to be conyerted into gardens. The ground 
akmg the road to Leith is laid out in the plan wi^ the 
same attention to general effiN^t, into handsome strata 
and aquarea ; and in addition to these imnroT^nents^ 
k is propNosed to widen what is called the £astegrn roa4 
tp Leith, and to phnt treea along ite whole lengdu 
Bat the nature of tliese improvements, which may take 
years to finish^ will be best seen from the map prefix* 
od to this Tohune. 

A new road leading from Hanoyer Street has alao 
htea formed to connect the grounds od the north of 
«he Water of Leith with the extended buiUtings of the 
New Town, at the teripitiatioii &£ which seveml neat 
atreets have been erected. A InidgeoYer the miUUlead 
has been buih, to ftciHtate this oommmdoatioB, the 
previous road to these streets being by the vilia^ of 
Canonraills. 

Near the village of Stockbrid|^, now jdndd to the 
cky by continuous buildings, many new streets have i^ 
been built; the chief of which, and one of Ae tnpat 
^)leiidid in Edinburgh, is denominated the Rc^al 
Oireoa ; and farther to the north^^west, on the Hue ef 
die road to ike Queensfbnry, the ground is bid omt fot 
the erection of houses vdiich may combine the.advan^ 
tagea of town and covmtry. The grounds also of die 
Sail of Moray, to the west and north of Charlotfte 
Sjuare, are now buHding upon, according to a plan of 
Mr Gillespie, ardntect 

Among the improvementB oomieeted with fidin- 
burgh, that of a Canal between this city and Ghui* 
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gow i^quir^s to be particulariy noticed. Tlie idea of 
a water communication between these two cities bad 
Jong been entertained, and Tarions lines were survey- 
ed for the purpose of carrying tbis desirable measure 
into effect, so long ago as the- year 1793. These sur- 
veys were in 1795 submitted by the magistracy of 
the city to the late Mr Rennie of London for his opi- 
nion ; and that eminent engineer, conceiving all of 
them to be more or less dbtjeetionable^ suggested a new 
Hue, which he ascertained the practicability of execut- 
ing on one level, fVom Bumtsiield Links, Edinburgh, 
to Hfflhead, within two miles of Grlasgow. An untbr- 
timale eollision of separate interests, £iwever, and the 
circumstances of the oountry, prevented any thing 
Airther being done with regard to its completion at 
this time. 

- In the year 1813, several proprietors of the Forth 
and Clyde Canal set on foot a subsdiption for a coll»- 
teral cut fhom that canal to the city of Edinburgh, on 
a line surveyed by Mr Hugh fiaiird, civil engineer. 
This line having been examined by Mr Thomas Tel- 
ford, he, in 1815, made such a report on the subject, 
as to induce the subscribers to bring in a bill to Par- 
liament in tho same year, for carrying it into eflict. 
This bill being opposed by the magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, on the ground of its being of less general utili- 
ty to the city than the line reeomtmeBded hy Mr Ren- 
nio, was loat. 

Mr Rennie was now again oonsoltedy and the canal 
recommended by him at this tune to tlie maf^strates^ 
as being the one most likely to be genendJy useful, was 
to have its eastern termination at the Wet Docks at 
Leith ; and instead of carrying it Ibrward, a» originally 
proposed, to .HiUbead, near Glasgow, he sugg^ted.ft 
junction with the Monkland Canal, near Drtmnpellicr. 
The estimated expence of this Canal was L. 470,000 ; 
but leaving the extension to Leith to be done at some 
fbture time, the expence would be L. 330,000. The 
•xpenee <tf the Union Canal iras estimated at L^S50,000> 



■nd fbe revenue wn oakaSated lo «iM «• Um Ihaa 
twenty per «ent. on tlwt ea^taL 

Among the propoaod lines ftr a oabal foc^vioaii Sj^khi 
binigh and Gkngov, that of Mr Bobert St^vfAawi de* 
■ctves to be jsieirtioned. The line sunreyed by ^^ 
JBminent engineer, a$ the veqnest of lib« neiagisMiile^ ift 
l£14^.pffopc^ed to carry the eanal upon orit hgv^h^iiQiB. 
m haEin, on ihe west aide of the North Bridgej £dhi^ 
hwrgh, to PortBundaSy is the immediate "Hoiiiidy x£ 
Glffl^w. ... I 

, .lEUs. eaaol in& te.paas thtoo^^ thejoentve of ^e 
waheji which aepaiates the New from the Oki 1W«^ 
snder thojoentaal fmdi of the North Bridge ; and WM 
p«o|M>8ed to join the harbonr of Ldth, oppeai^Ttoihe 
anttimee pf the new docks* Another, line, a Utile dH* 
ferent, suggested by Mr Stevenson, was proposed to 
■Bt off fom* the meB^ esd of -Maitl^^ -Street, and to 
lotk dawn by Cenomiulls to the Wet Docks, hanring e 
irtiarf at Canonmills. The nnmher of lodks reqnup^ 
ed from the North. Bridge-io Leith harbour was iburt* 
teen ;;and ihe iotal expence of the canal was estimated 
albLi49e,000^ inohiding a tunnel of three miles through 
^le high lands ii3^ the neif^beurfaood oi Bfo%\nan 
to the BeighbomrhoodiOf Paidovan^ and Ae iodbige t# 
Letth. The oest of this line la Vjery littfe different 
ftom that of Mr Rennie; and there can be no dostbt^ 
that» fmm (he practical knoidedge of these gestlemeui 
had not the expence so materially exceeded the Unioii 
fMot, the mere .extemive plan would h«ve proved ulti- 
matdy iJm moat advantageous to the pv^)ltc. 

. A meeting, called by public advertiaflmeBt, of tboae 
gantfemen.who naere diiqaoeed.to promote a canal om 
liie ime piopoaedby Rennie, was held iii Stteabraf^ 
on Mie^e^of July 161S, and vurioua reariutieiis i^ 
gtfdine.ihia measuae weiie adopted by 4hA. meettngf 
J^ut attar vvaKHMiseommuniaations betwoen >the aB)^ 
paatera of die difi^ent liueB> and aaecend repott fay Mtf 
TMoitdy dvU en^^neer, in 1«1T, it was Anally agnied'tar 
9dc^ tbat pfopOKsd b^ Mk iBoird^ lad an act of i^ 



nttieiWBO faknng b«en made, die committM of tamr. 
I tapcrioteoded tbe comnenccmeDt of the 
ifcxt the weM end of CKlBtare Stteet, on the 3d of 
March mis. 

^ 9?tii*. ain«l, which Is fire feet deep, aad at the mir- 
^» 40 ten wide, eoottactinE to as feet at the )m«. 
totu, heji^ St the Lothian Roa^, <m the meai Of GdiK- 
biue^ and, erosilng the Water of Leith at Slsteftir^ 
vmiet the villagea of Rathe, Brosbum, «)d Wiocii- 
cnrgh, aod the towns of Linlittigow-aiid Fdkttk, aoA 
jtaasibe farthand Clfde Caaal at ImA No. 16, seat 
liie nllage of Camrion, after a eoutee of Sli mileK 
n« thz^ piinelpal •qneducta txe, one orer tbe Walar 
«f I^tk, mt, (HaUfind, of eight ardieB, BOi ftet loi% 
ud. 60 feet high ; anodler of fire ardtei over the aI< 
in(nidat:ClifttaihRll,4t«feet long, uidTfiftet hi^t 
and the thiid of twdve adtee of M &ei apan, orw 
lb« rirer Aron, two tatlea weat fhxD ZinltthgoW) 8M 
ieet long, and 9g feet In height above the bed of lb* 
lirer. Tfaeseare Hned wifbs oMt irOn troti|^ilMtMd 
of puddle. . About 30 nrilea ttota BdinboKh, as the lina 
pMHpalkirk,tkel " - - - - 

tMMir h>l£ ■ n><la J 
ina)lea>th>« cana] 
of Fa&iik ; and U 
timt,tbmarutnx 
CmuI; b«tit'iip 
Jjnioti mp ta tbe bi 
Whitbfcurofthel 
and Ckde will be \ 
SdtDtanghto Ola 
tfa«t .paaaage. Thi 
L.84«,M)0, wbitb 
each. In onevea 
rfdKaitw 
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ia Mnjr 1998. The site chosen to the UnamttlUjg 
ham, which is ntined Port Hopetous^ is wdl ealco* 
Jiit«d £w the purpose, being close bj the great lesdkif 
^oroaghfares ; uid since the op^ung of the cansl, 
streets and squares haye rapidly risen in the ndgh* 
bourhood of the basin. It has been found, on snnrey) 
ihat it may be continued on the same levd throush 
J^t IiQthiaii* by Dalkeith, Haddington^ See. A lo3^ 
agp of $50 £3et would carry it down to Leith. One 
great ol^jeet of this work w»a to facilitate the con?ey* 
fiQoe of coals to the city from the coal-fields near Fal- 
}^ick ; and it has had the effect of diminishing the prioe 
of this necessary article fully one^third. The convev* 
fmce of manure fsom the dtv, at an easy rate, to the 
lands on its banks, must also be of incalculable adyan- 
tage to the. farmers, and the same oonveyanoe of the 
£i^ produce to the market is not leas so. A survey 
has also been made, and a Joint Stock Company iotm^ 
ed, for the purpose of laying down rail-ways from the 
great coal-works to the south, which will oieure a 
pkntii'ul supply of this indispensable article. 

Bettdes these leading improvements on the city, and 
its approaches, others of considerable importance. haTe 
at ssme time been carrying on. St George's Cburefa^ 
Charlotte Square, was fini&ed in 1814 ; a neat chi^l 
for those of the Roman Catholic persuasion was built 
in 1813; two elegant Godiic places of wordbip, for .the 
members of the Episcopal Church, were consecrated 
iQ 1816 ; a new Merchant Maiden Hospital was finish- 
ed in 1818 ; a Lunatic Asylum was founded. in 1808 ; 
the new Observatory was founded in 1818 ; Lord Mel* 
ville's Monument was finished in 1893 ; and the fi)un<i 
dation-stone of the National Monument laid in the 
same year ; a house for the education of the Deaf and 
Dumb in 1823 ; the Edinburgh Academy in 1823 ; smd 
^i Mary's Church, at Bellevue, in 1824. 

Vast as is the change which has taken place in- 
Edinburgh within the last thirty yeara^ imd groatly 
as the city has been extended within that period^ thcve. 
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itn* iffuvni' to tAdhX ^al itt im^lroT^ment and extenskm 
iMTe- yet ntoriy reaobed their maximam. ii has beeU' 
atoted) im imdoabted autfaority, that> divhig the year 
1894i« bvOdkisi wieve dther-in progren or flniuied 
vithia the bowoda ofpolice^ the cost of which, on a mo- 
derate compatation^ oonld not be leaa than It, 600,000; 
Mid dudng the prsaent fieason, it is not fbared Uiat lew 
baiMiqg will go on. This vait sum is independent 
Qi£ ^e ammal ground rent of the areas on whidi the 
houses are erected, here denominated ,^?ti«« whidi varr 
firom 8s. 0d. to Sis. ner feet, ifbr the street firont of ea<» 
house* For a perioa of three years, ^e gross rental of 
hoinsea idthin the bounds of Police has^ in ^Midi year,' 
inereased L. 10,000 Sterling. 

Towards the end of the year 1816, when, from the 
fidhzre of the crop and oth^ circumstances, so many 
people were in want of employment, large muxns were 
maMd in Edtnlmrgh, as ia the other cities of the em« 
fht, iar the relief of the labotiritiff poor. But t^e mo«^ 
Bey tbaa raised^ in place of being aoled out ii^ eparitieir 
to the idle ot the wcMthless, was employed, wffh mueh- 
judgment, under the superintendence of a respectable 
osmmitte^ in setting au those who -wete out of em« 
ploqnnent, and abte for labour^ to assist in works of 
pid»Hc utility. The fine waBta round the Oalton Hilly 
-^the levelHogand improvements of Bumt^eld Links, 
— ««nd other useftd undertakings;, were in this way 
diiefly executed. 

^e Old Town haa likewise been much improved 
by the final removal of the remains of Ihe ranse of old 
houses fi4iick encumbered the middle of the High 
StneL > The old Tolbooth and Creech's Land, the twe 
eoctiemities of -tiiis range, and the last of these build* 
ings, were removed in 1817 ; and the Weigh Hpuse 
in 1893. In this part d the dty, too, a ver^ material 
improvement has taken place by the laying orpavement 
fi)r fiiot-passen^ers along the narrow lanes and streets. 
This undertaking was carried into ^^t, while Mr 
Robert Johnston, as Dean of Guild, had the superin- 
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t^ndence of this department of dty busineai ; asd to 
t^e same Respectable magistrate the commmiity is in* 
debted, among many other useful undertakings whi^ 
have been benefited by his actiye ex^tioDs, for the im-» 
provement of the Meadows, the walks of wfaieh were 
torraed anew under his inspection. 

A further improvement in the communication be- 
tween the Old and New Town is at present projected, 
by the formation of a second brid|g;e over the Cowgate, 
nearly in a line with Bank Street, which will connect 
the southern districts of the city with the western part 
of the New Town« The formation of this bridge will 
cut away part of Merchant Street and Brown Square. 

A new approach to the city &om the vrestward is also 
in ^ntemplation, by Bread and terrace, which is to 
connect the High Street with the leading lines of road^ 
on tlie west. This road is proposed to commence near; 
the Canal Basin, sweep along the base' of the Castle 
xpcky in the form of a terrace, and temiinate at the top- 
of the West Bow. The repair of St Giles's Church hi: 
^so included in the projected improvements, : 

• 
r ' 

. The progress 'j{ Edinbuigh in literature and Science 
has kept pace with its external impi^o^y^iiMnts. An ac» 
count of that progress will be &und in another part 
of this volume. Since the commeticiement of the pre- 
sent century, the establishoient of the Edinburgh Re- 
view in 1803, — the Werner ian Natural History Sode- 
ty in 1808,-*^l)e C^dedonian HcartitidUir&l Society in 
1809,— the Astronomical Institution in 1812, — an an«»' 
nual Exhibition of Paintings in 1819»— aiid the com-* 
mencement of the School of Arts in 1821, have opened 
up new objects to Scottish industry add genius; and 
since that period, in addition to the great charitable 
establishments formerly in existence, numerous Socie- 
ties have been fx»:med by the benevolent for ameliorat-. ' 
ing the condition of the poor, and for aiS^ing relief 
ta almost every species of wi:etchedne68. 
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Edinbubgh ia situated in &6i° 57'north latitude^ and 
in 3^ 14' west longitude from London. It stands in 
the northern part of the county of Mid- Lothian^ about 
twa miles south from the estuary of the Frith of Forth i 
The situation of the dty is elevated^ and it may be 
said, without mueh impropriety, to stand on three hillsi 
These run in a direction from east to -west ; and the 
central hill, upon which the most ancient prt of the 
city stands, is terminated on the west by an inaccessible' 
rock» on which is placed the Castle. 

Edinburgh is surrounded on all sides, except to the* 
northward, where the ground declines gently to the 
Frith of Forth, by lofty hills. Arthur's Seat, Salisw 
bury Crags, and the Calton HiU, bound it on the east ; 
the Hills of Bra^, and the extensile ric^ of the Pent-f, 
land Hills, rise on the sooth ; and the beautifhl erai* 
nence of Corstorphine Hill rears it» summit on the 
west. These hills form a magnificen t amphitheatre, in' 
which upon elevated, ihomf^ on ground of less alti- 
tude, stands the Scottish metropolis. ^ 
. The old part of tiie city, as already mentioned,' 
stands on the central ridge of the three eminences on' 
which the city is built ; the New Town ciccupies an 
elevated plain on the north; and the Southern district, 
is situated on a rising ground in the opposite direction. 
The hill on which the Old Town is placed is separated* 
firora the other districts by two valleys, one of which,' 
on the northern side, was formerly occupied by a lake. 
In the course, however> of the improvement and exten-* 
sion of the city, that lake has been drained, and streets - 
and bridges afford a ready communication between 
every part of the capital. 

The Old Town haa <^ten attracted notice from the 
peculiarity of its situation. The principal street, whf ch^ 
occupies the flat surface of the central bill, extends* 



f9 IHMeSIVTfOK. 

Mtrly in a ttrtigbt line from the Cattle^ on the W6 t * 
era extremity^ to the Palace of Hdyioodhouse on the 
eeat. This street^ not ini|in^6riy named the High 
Street, measures in leng^i-frem the Castle gate to me 

£>alace gate> about 6S90 ftet> and is about 90 feet in 
readth. The u^er part of dns street is eletated •* 
jbout 14P feet tbove the level of ike dlruned moittife on 
the norUi side called the Ncnth Loch, and, on aoeouat 
iot the ground which it oocupies oentiy dttdinittg to 
tlbe east, is about 180 ^et ahove the Pftlaoe of ¥Mf* 
iDodhous^. The hd^t of the houses in tl^ qdarte^ 
has always r^idered it an tntrtvating oi^ifeot to Btrali|h. 
OS yisiting Edinburgh ; andy ^hans> the High Stiieet 
of this city is not equalled in grsadeur by any atreet 
in £ur(»e* 

Parallel to the H%h Street, Ml the valley on the 
90uth, runs a street called the Cowgste^ fimn 10 to 90 
&et in brcttdth. The builduus in this sCteet, thoi^ 
Io%, are less tlevated than those of theHi^ Streets 
The vall^ on the north, exceft a past of it to the easl^ 
ward, where it jcuns ihe COikia «ill, is )^Uy kid mx% 
asagardeaii 

^ From the High Street descend, in regikkr rows, nvb" 
merous narrow Xones, here called Closes, ^b both siAet 
of the hill. Many of these kuaeb, from the ikifwpt de- 
siceut of the ground, are extranely steep, and dlAcui^ 
of passage ; imd this inconvenienoe is not much rkmt*' 
died by their width» which is rately more than six feefk 
Those of larg» extent, and which admit ^a^Mffiii^e, 
are called by the di^inotite name of Wynds, to dis^ 
^nguish them from Closes^ or those which only admit 
of mot-passenger8« 

[ The H^h Street has at difibnnt times received Ta«> 
rieus denominadcms. It was anciently cslkd Market 
Street, ^om the public markets of the city bmg hdd 
on it. At present it receives vfoious appeUittiolis. 
That part of H which is situated next the CasOe ist^- 
€^ the Castle Hill ; tether down it Koeivtes the nsine 
lif ikt La,yjmm9rm, ftoto Ihiadivinon^itbehig^ke' 



allfe wfaere Ihftt ]pn4 of merchasdise wm aold. fie* 
ifw this H iismim^ xhe qame of Luckeiibooth9 : and a 
h^tU larthfr on, where fye Bt^eet is widest^ taj^s the 
imne of the High Street. The repaainder of the street, 
dowQ ta the Palace of Holyroodhouse, takes the name 
of CaDongate> from its formerly being the property of 
the canons regular of the Abbey church of Holyrpod* 
house. 

The most conspicuous object in the Old Town is the 
Ca&tle, which is separated from the buildingt of the 
city by a vacant space of about S50 feet in kijgth, and 
SOQ in breadth. At the eastern end of this space be<- 
gin the buildings of the city. The principal reservoir 
tor supplying Edinburgh with water stands on the ton. 
of the north side of this street, and, ' from its elevatea 
situation, enables the water to rise through pipes to 
tl^ upper fioors of most of the houses* 

At a small distance, eastward, a narrow lane winds 
down the ste^ hill to the south, and terminates in a 
spacious street or square of an oblong form, called the 
Qrassmarket. The lane receives the name of the West 
9ow, either from the direction whiph it assumes, be-t 
ipg of the figure of a bow, or more probably from an 
arened gate in the town wall which formerly crossed 
U in the middle ; bow, in the Scottish dialect, being 
the word generally used for an arch. In the Grasa^ 
market the city markets for the sale of corns, and also 
fiw horses a»d bhwk-cattle, are generaUy bel4. 

BeyoiHl the Gnissmarket, a narrow street extends to* 
tJie westward palled Portsburgh, cnr West Port, from 
0^ of the gales or ports of the city having formerly 
bounded it on its wes^rn extremity ; and beyond this 
the town is teriniaated in this quarter, by rows oi 
houses along the rpads which diverge from its western 
eWreroity. 

In the middle of the prinoip^ street, at the top of 
th0 West Bow, stood the town Weigh House, an old 
fawlding, now yem^ed. Hera t^ street, which re« 
cfifQ% tbe muneof tihe L^wipn^ket, expands to a noble 
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widths and the buildmgs rise to a grett helglM. tfi' 
the north side of this street is the e iitran ce totbe gteftC 
Earthen Mound, which stretciies acroM the Nortii 
Loch^ and forms a communication wi^ the western 
part of the New Town, situated on Uie opposite hill ; ' 
and at the head of the Mound, at a httle distance firoor 
the principal street, stands an el^ant buildiiBg, the 
Bank of Scotland. 

The Earthen Mound is 760 feet in length, its ov^ 
rage breadth is 160 feet, and its perpendicular height 
78 feet. It was begun in 1783, in the morass which 
divides the old from the new part of the cityl It is 
well known, that the commencement of the £arthen 
Mound was quite a fortuitous measioe ; it had its be- 
ginning, not in the idea of forming a road across 
the valley, but in the design of filling up a danger- 
ous quarry left fUll of water. It was formed chidSy 
from the rubbish and earth di^ from the foundations 
of Uie houses in the New Town ; and for a long time 
on average of eighteen hundred cart-loads of earth 
Were laid upon it every day. While the Mound was 
forming, its surface sunk considerably at difi^ent 
times on the west side. This Mound is calculated to - 
contain 600,500 cubic yards of earth, not induding 
that part of it which has sunk ; and as a cubical yard 
is equal to three cart-loads, the number of these con- 
tained in the Mound will amount to 1,501,500 cart- 
loads of earth in all. Had the work been performed 
at the moderate rate of sixpence joer cart, digging, ^• 
iug, and carrying, it woulu have amounted to the sum 
of L. 37,537 Sterling. But it cost the city nothing 
but the expence of spreading the earth. 

The soil of the Mound being now sufficiently oon- ' 
solidated, it has been resolved to build upon it, ac- 
cording to a plan prepared by Mr Playfair. A large 
building in the Doric style of architecture, with a no- 
ble portico, is now erecting at the north end, opposite 
Hanover Street, intended to conlaki aoeouimodation > 
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Wk the RoyAl Secieiy, the Boatd of Traslees fipr 

Jdie- EnconnigeBient of Manufactores^ and fyr the 

Society for the fincoiirageineiit e€ die Fine Arts in 

Sco^nd. To the sonth oi this erection^ at the 

distance of 30 fbet On each side, the Une of build« 

ings, also designed by Mr Playfair, are intended to 

< commence, clearing a 8{N»cioa8 esmriage«way in^ the 

middle. Paths £)r foot passengers ave to be on koih 

sides, nnder cover of a beautiful colonnade, sup- 

ported by Doric columns, which will also affbrd access 

to the line of shops. This line of buildi^ is not 

much to exited 30 feet in height ; but being to be 

-carried on one level from Prince's Strtet, in place of 

rising with the ascent to the southward, the roofb will 

. seareely rise to the h«ght of the carriage rood in the 

: oastre. Au-aacetit of nearlv forty steps will be requkr- 

ed at the soutii end to reach the present I^rel of tl^s 

'fkiiiit. .. The 'building Ibr die Hoyal Society extends 

'. floothward about 130 ieet ; its &ont to Hanover Street 

is of equal width wkh that street; and the.^timal^d 

-AKpeaiBeefilsercctionaiiMunts to upwards of L. 14,000 

The fi>undaticm of the building is laid tspon piles. 
; . A lidde bekfw^ the entrance to the Mound, in the 
. middle of the.s^eet, stood the Tolboodi, a meau^look- 
ing inconvenient building. Here a range of (M houses 
jGonnerly extended a considerajt^. way along -the 
, sni4dle of the street ' These,- howevtr> were removed 
jobcoit •aeventcea years. ago,t a(nd the^^ Tol]iootK which 
. ftrmed the western- e^ctremity of tins ranges was pull- 
. £ddowni&l«17. . . 

In. this partDf the High Street stands the. ancient 
cathedral church of St Giles, a lam and Irregular Gb« 
thic building. The appearance ofthis edifice was fSst'm 
merly hurt by a set of paltry shops, of more modem 
. date, and wretched arehitectuore, whkh w^re^'hefiped 
against its walls, bnt these h«re been reeendy re- 
moved. The cathedral ft)hns the north side of a 
.^einaU area called the Parliament Close, formed by a 
recess on the south side of the High Street. This 
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fkoe rtoelved its nutfc irbm ^ bttiMkigl ia. wM€h 
&e Scottish Parliament &i^t beiop; aiiiwfeed in It. 
These fonu the south-west corner df the -S^uare^ jahd 
are at present u^ for the accomnkidatioiii of ibbe 
Courts of Session^ JUstidary, Excheqoery Jor^, and 
Con^torial Courts. In the itaiddle of toe Square lately 
stood a heautiftd equestrian statue, of King Charias 
II.> which is now under repair* It n^as placed here 
by the magistrates, a^r the RestoratioDj in honour of 
that events instead of one of Oli^^ dtmiweH, which 
had been inteilded to be erected. * The buildings of 
this -Square ^ere the kriftieat in Edinbui^h c .and 
ihough their firont elevatioti did not fippear raudh faighr 
tr than, the teighhouring buildings^ yet upon the 
dther side^ on account of the suddeh dk^oiiTity of the 
ground, some of them con'tained not iesa than twdre 
floors or storeys. 

Not far &om the Pai^meftt Square^ in the middle 
of the High Street, formerly stood the Jdaiiket-uBhRsof 
the city, which was removed in 17^ A -radfated 
paTemeut mafrks the fdace where it aiood, alidali pub- 
lic proclamations are still madfe at this moL 

Niearlv opposite this, on the north si&t)f Idle street, 
atands the Exchange, an elegant building, Of a square 
Ibrm, with a court in the centre, die principal pert of 
if hich is now occtipied as the City Ohambers. Heire 
the merchants and farmers might ei^oy abater ; bat 
thoi^ fivquent attempts have been made to induoe 
%h«n to meet in the £xchangp, invtterate pnctioe 
still induces them to crowd the High Strtet on aitaiw 
k^^ys, and to expose themsislYeb there to all the vi« 
'dBsittides of leather. 



* The block intended for the statue of Oiurar ia now pla* 
-eed <* the brow of the pr^ipice. facing St Bemaid*s Wdl^aiid 
fdons the termioation of a vista to one of the beautified tlraits 
constructed by the late Sir Heniy Raeburn on the grounds of 
■Strfiemard. 
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'Farther down the high Street, the central' hill ii 
eroteed hy the North and South Bridges, the two 
great lines <^ comtnanicatien between these divisiom 
of the city. The Tron Churchy an andent boilding, 
but now much raodemiEed in appearance^ occaples the 
upper angle Armed by the junction of the South 
fir^e and High Street^ having a considerahle area 
hdbirid it^ which is called Hunter^ Square. The spufe 
of ^is church was burnt down in Novemb».1824. 

The North Bridge was founded^ and the first stoUe 
of the buildmg laid by that patriotic magistrate, Pro- 
ToSt Dmmmond^ on the Sldt of October 1 763. In that 
yeir; the North Loch> which separates the New fVom 
thQ Old Town, was drained, and the mud removed. 
But, though the erection of this great Work was re- 
ftolv«d upon at this time, the contract &r building the 
bridge was not signed till the Slst of August 1765. 
The parties to this contract were the town-council of 
Edlnbui^h, and Mr William Mylne, architect, brother 
to the gentleman who built Black^ars Bridge. The 
tutn ikgreed fbr was L. 10,140 Sterling ; the work was 
to be completed before Martinmas 1769, and Mr Mylne 
was to uphold it for ten years. A difficulty, however, 
occurred in the course of the work, which nad neither 
been fbreseen nor provided against. As the north side 
of the b^ on which the old part of the city stands Is 
iBtti'euiely steep, it had been found convenient, in early 
Mvm, to throw the earth dug from the foundations 6f 
houses down this declivity, towards the North Loch. 
Outhia acoount, the wnole mass, to a considerable 
depA, otmsisted entirely of what is cabled travnUed 
^ar^, Mr Mylne and his workmen do not seem to 
have baeu aware of this; ibr, in digging the fbunda- 
tion, ^ey had stopped short where Uiere were no leas 
^um e%^t feet m this traveled earth between them 
and the natural solid soil, which in that quarter is ge^ 
nerailf di^. Another error seetas to have been eont- 
mittiid by Mr Mylne in not raising the piers-o# ^ 
.M«l|;e to a suakUnt height. To reiaMdy this defect. 

a2 
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]dMe ftoeiyed its iiMfl^ IHsn ^ \ftWmgl ia. wMh 
ibe Scottish Parliament &i^t beisp; aiiviKfeed in it. 
These form the sovth^wisst corner df the -Square, Attd 
are at present ixMid for the accommodatioiii of t^ 
Courts of Session^ Jtistidary, Excheqoery Jttr^« and 
Conifistorial Courts. In the taUldU of toe Square lately 
stood a heautifhl equestrian statue, of King Charlts 
II., which is now under repair. It was placed here 
by the magistrates, a^r the Restoration^ in honour of 
that event, instead of one of Qliv^ CImnwell, whidi 
^ad been inteilded to be erected. * The buildings >dr 
this -{Square ^ere the loltieat in Edinbui^h c >aiid 
though their firont elevatioti fUd not fippear raudb hi^hr 
tr than, the neighbouring buildings, yet «ipoa the 
other side, on account of the suddeh dieoiiTity of the 

ground, some of them con'tained not iess than twdre 
oors or storeys. 

Not far from the Pailii^meAt Sqiiare^ in the middle 
t>f the High Street, filrmfcrly stood the JdiaiikBt^OBsof 
the city, which was removed ih 17^3. A -radfatcd 
wavemetit mafrks the fdace where it stood, alid all puh* 
Bc proclamations are still madfe at this spot. 

Nearly opposite this, on the notth aide t)f Idle street, 
atands tne Exchange, an client building, Of a square 
^m, with a court in the centre, die prinotpd fwirt of 
if hich is now occupied as ^e CHy Ohambera. Here 
the merchants and farmers might ei^oy aheit^ ; bat 
though fivqtt^nt attempts have been made to mduee 
Hhm to meet in the £xchfmge, invttenite pnctioe 
still induces them to crowd the High Sb«et en «]tar« 
jr^-<lays, and to expose theotisfelYeb ^eie to a2I tte t^ 
'dasitttdes ef \?eather. 

* The block intended for the statue of Oliver b aoir pk. 
eed 0b the brow of the-pr^ipice.fadDg St Bemaid*s WdUaad 
fdinis the tennioation of a vista to one of the beautiM tlieats 
constructed by the kte SirHeniy Baebum on the^ronadsof 
^ •Bernard. 



'Farther down the iligh Street, th« central hill ii 
crossed by the North afid South Bridges, the two 
great lines of commanicatien between these divistoHf 
of the city. The Tron Churdi, an Ancient boUding, 
but new touch roodemiEed in appearance, occupies t&e 
nypex angle Ibmked by the junction of the South 
Bi^e and High Street^ having a coTisiderable area 
"bdkittd it, which is called Hunter^ Square. The spire 
of this church was burnt down in November 1824. ' 
The North Bridge was founded, and the first stone 
fif the building laid by that patriotic magistrate, Pro- 
▼oW Drummond, on the 2Ut of October 1 763. In thu 
yeirr; the North Loch, which sep^irates the New firom 
th^ Old Town, was drained, and the mud removed. 
But, though the erection of this great work was re- 
tolv«d upon at this time, the con^ct fbr bmlding the 
bridge was not signed till the 2l8t of August 1766. 
The parties to this contract were the town-council of 
Edinburgh, and Mr William Mylne, architect, brother 
to the gentleman who built JBIackMars Bridge. The 
sum i^^ieed for was L. 10,140 Sterling; the work was 
to be completed before Martinmas 1769, and Mr Mylne 
was to uphold it for ten years. A difficulty, however, 
occurred in the course of the work, which nad neither 
been fbreseen nor provided against. As the north side 
of the h^ on which the old prt of the city stands is 
extram^y steep^ it had bkn found convenient, in early 
tim«iS, to throw the earth dug from the foundations Of 
houses down this dedivitv, towards the North Loch, 
<ki this account, the whole mass, to a considerabte 
tlep^, cdni^sted entirely of what is call^ travelled 
sarih. Mr Mylne and nis workmen do not seem to 
bave been aware of this ; fyr, ki digging the fbundaf- 
tion, they had stcmped short where there were no leas 
than dyit feet dr this travelled earth between them 
and the natural sdid soil, which in that quarter Is ge- 
neraili^ ctaf. Another error seems to have been coni- 
niteed by IMCr M^lne in not raising the piersH>f ^ 
briige to a sulMenc. faeigHt. To remedy this delbet. 
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Sioe r»oei!red its MnSe Irtan tlid liftilflhigl im wluflh 
e Scottish Parliament 6i^t h&wf; aiinated in it. 
These fotvtk the 80iM;h«wis8t comer df the -S^uare^ Ahid 
are at present u^ for the accomnkldatioh of the 
Courts of Session, Justidary, Exchequer^ Jury, abd 
Consistorial Courts. In the middle of tht Square lately 
stood a heaotiftd equestrian statue . of King Chaite 
II., which is now under repair. It was placed here 
by the magistrates, after the RestoratioD^ in honour of 
that event, instead of one of Oliver CImnwell, wkioh 
had been inteildcd to he erected. * The buildings of 
l3iis 'Square ^ere the loftiest in £dinbuigh : .and 
though their front elevatidi did not af»pear mudii hi^ghr 
er than, the teighbouring buildings, yet upon the 
dther mt\e, on account of the suddeh dieclivity of the 
ground, some of them eon'tatned not less than tweUe 
floors or storeys. 

Not far from the Paiii6meAt Square, in the mid^ 
of the Hi|^ S^eet, &rmferly stood the JtfaiiketMzhnsof 
the city, which was removed ih VlhB^ A itidiated 
pavement mafrks the place where it stood» atid all pub- 
uc proclamations are still vq9.^ at this spot. 

Nearlv opposite this, on the notth sidet)f the street, 
stands tne Exchange, an elegant building, Of a square 
^m, with a court in the centre, die prinoipd |Murt of 
iifhich is now occupied as the City Chambers. Heire 
the merchants and farmers might ei^oy shdlt^ ; but 
though frequent attempts have been made to induee 
^hem to meet in the Exchange, inveterate pnwtice 
still induces them to crowd the High Sineet en otar- 
Ir^-days, and to eispoie tbentisielveii Utitve to ^ the vi« 
^llssitttdes of *weather^ 



* The block intended for the statue of Oliver is now pla* 
-fed rtb the brow of the prtoipice. facing iSt Bcmaid's Wdl^and 
forms the tennination of a vista to due df (lie beautifal streets 
ooBstnicted by the ^te Sir Henry Raeburn oa the ^coondf of 
^•fiemard. 



' Farllier down the tagli Street, the central hOl is 
crotaed by the North atid South Bridges, the two 
great fines of oommunicatien between these divitioHf 
ef the city. The Tron Church, an ancient building, 
but now much niodemiEed in appearance, occupies t&e 
uppner angle Anfled by the junction of the South 
Bi^e and High Street, having a corisiderable area 
"hi^iTSd it, which is called Hunter^ Square. The spii^ 
of this church was burnt down in November. 1824. 

thfi North Bridge was founded, and the first stone 
of the building laid by that patriotic magistrate, Pro- 
vm, Drumraond, on the 2Ut of October 1 763. In that 
ymtr; the North Loch, which separates the New firom 
thQ Old Town, was drained, and the mud removed. 
Itot, though the erection of this great Work was re- 
tK>lv«d upon at this time, the contract for building the 
bridge was not signed till the 2l8t of August 1766. 
The parties to this contract were the town-council of 
Edinbui^h, and Mr William Mylne, architect, brother 
to the gentleman who built JBIackfriars Bridge. The 
sum agreed for was L. 10,140 Sterling ; the work was 
to be completed before Martinmas 1769, and Mr Mylue 
was to uphold it for ten years. A difficulty, howev^, 
occurred in the course of the work, which nad neither 
been foreseen nor provided against. As the north side 
of thefa^ on whicli the old part of the dty stands h 
oftramely steep, it had been found convenient, in earfy 
ttmes, to throw the earth dug ijccm the foundations 6f 
houses down this dedivitv, towards the North Loch* 
On . this account, the wlK>le mass, to a considerable 
idep^, cdni^sted entirely of what is calldd travelled 
saHh, Mr Mylne and nis workmen do not seem to 
have been aware of this ; for, in digging the foundaf- 
tion, they had stopped short where there were no less 
tha^ djpit feet d this travelled earth between them^ 
and the natural solid soU, which in that quarter Is ge- 
iseraili^ day. Another error seems to have been eonof- 
nittBd by Mr M^lne in not raising the piers^oi? ^ 
bHig&to a snIMeoc height. To retnedy this defoet. 
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Sftoe Koelved its mime Mm the IftilOhigl ia wMh 
e Scottish Parliament 6i^t bei9#p flmtted in Jt. 
These fotvtk the sonth-wisst comer df the -Squsre^ mlaid 
are at pre&ent uMid lor the accomnkldatiah of t^ 
Courts of Session, Justidary, Exchequer, Jitry« and 
Coniostorial Courts. In the middle of the Square lately 
stood a heaotifUl equestrian statue . of King Choite 
II., which is now under repair. It was placed here 
by the magistrates, after the Restoration^ in honour of 
that event, instead of one of Oliver CImnweil, whidi 
had been intended to be erected. * The buildings of 
this -Square Were the loftiest in £dinbuigh : ^aixl 
though their front elevatidi ilid not appear mudii high^ 
er than, the teighbouring buildings, jret upon the 
other dde, on account of the suddeh ^oHvity of the 

ground, some of them contained not less than twdre 
oors or storeys. 

Not fkr from the Parlii^meftt Square, in the driddle 
of the High Street, fiirmeriy stooil the JtfaiiketMii'aBsof 
the city, which was removed in X7bB^ A radiated 
pavement mairks the place where it stood, and all p«h- 
uc proclamations are still iodiikb at this spot. 

Niearlv opposite this, on the north stdet>fldie street, 
stands tne Exchange, an elegant building, of a square 
^m, with a court in the centre, die prinoipd fwrt of 
ifhich is now occupied as the City Chambers. Heire 
the merchants and farmers might ei^oy sh^tdr ; but 
thoi^ frequent attempts have been made to induee 
^on to meet in the Exchange, inveterate practice 
still induces them to crowd the High Slmet en tnar- 
Iret-days, and to expose theodselves theie to aiU the vi* 
^dmitudes of ^weather. 

* The block tbtended for the statue of Olivsr n now pla. 
'Ced <A the brow of the pr^ipice. facing St Beroaid*8 Wdl,aud 
forms the termination of a vista to one of tlie beautiM tirests 
ooii8tructed by the late Sir Henry Raeburn on the grounds of 
St •fiemard. 



^ ' FartJier'down the High Street, the central' hill ii 
eroded by the North and South Bridges^ the two 
great lines of communicatien between tl^ division* 
^the city. The Tron Church, an ancient boildingy 
but now much naodemiEed in appearance, occupies the 
up^ angk l^mked by the junction of the South 
Bi»idge and High Street, having a considerable area 
bdiiSd it, which is called Hunter^ Square. The spire 
of diis church was burnt down in November 1824. ' 
'^he North Bridge was founded, and- the first stone 
of the building laid by that patriotic magistrate. Pro- 
vost Drumraond, on the 2l3t of October 1 763. In that 
yeirr; the North Loch, which separates the New from 
th^ Old Town, was drained, and the mud removed. 
Jkit, though the erection of this great work was re- 
solved upon at this time, the con^ct for building the 
liridge was not signed till the gist of August 1765. 
Tlfe parties to this contract were the town-council of 
Edinburgh, and Mr William Mylne, architect, brother 
to the gentleman who built JBIackfriars Bridge. The 
«tito i^;reed fbr was L. 10,140 Sterling; the work was 
to be completed before Martinmas 1769, and Mr Mylne 
was to upboM it for ten years. A difficulty, however, 
occurred in the course of the work, which bad neither 
been A^een nor provided against. As the north side 
of the mil on which the old part of the dty stands is 
extramdy steep, it had been found convenient, in early 
times, to throw the earth dug from the foundations df 
houses down this dedivitv, towards the North Loclj, 
<ki thia account, the whole mass, to a considerable 
idep^, consisted entirely of what is called travelled 
^arth, Mr Myine and his workmen do not seem to 
)mve been aware of this; for, in digging the founda- 
tion, they had stopped short where there were no less 
thmi efji^t feet rf this travelled earth between them 
and the natural solid soQ, which in that quarter is gfr. 
neraili^ ch^. Another error seems to have been coirf- 
mittbd by Mr M^lne in not raising the piers^ i^ 
britfge to a safiiai4»ic height. To remedy this defect, 

a 2 
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he ttdfted from «ix to dfjht ^t of ^aih Hp«i the 
vmikfl apd Mcbess in prder to gtte 'the «tl^ « «r- 
^ar dope. The resist w«b, that, on the 8d 0f 
August 1769, when the work wis nearly oomfaeted, 
this part ^ the hridge gave way. The great mass jf 
few A having heen swelled hy the rain, boKst th« smJc 
walls and abutments on the south end of the bndge. 
The vaults also yielded to the iMressttrc ; hve peepif , 
who happaied to be «pon the spot, wctc bttriad 
in the ruins; and eleven others eonsid^ly hurt. 
Had the accident haj^ned a quarter of an hour sooa- 
er, it would have occasioned the loss of many mote 
lives: fbr at that time ^reat numbers of 4»eopie were 
returning along the bridge from the Orphan Hospital 
park, where a Methodist preacher had been harrtj- 
iuing. The bridge was repaired by pullwg -down the 
iBide walk in some parts, and rebuikliug them Vfifix 
chain bars ; removing the vast mass Of earth, ^ sup- 
plying its place with hollow Jitches, thrown betw^ 
the si.les of the great arches ; by raising the waUa that 
went across the bridge to an additional height, so ttitt 
the vaults springhig from them might bring the toad 
to a proper elevation, without mueh coveting of «erth ; 
by throwing an arch of relief over the greafsouth aroh, 
which was much shattered : ami, as there wei* «HrfB 
rents in the w4aiB, or at least as they had departed from 
the line at both ^ds of the briU^, the wbote was flU[|^ 
ported by very 6tr(»ig buttresses and counterfcnrts «t 
the south end, on eadi siile^f thehirik^ge. U^the^ 
houses are erected, which forma street a eoMlderahle 
way along the bridge- At the wmk end th*» is 
only one counteitfort, on the east side. The exfieiMe 
of completing the whole amounted to^aboutl-. 18^000 

Sterling. ' 

The North Bridge consists of three gwtt cential 
arches, two side arches, with sevwrAl slatlier corieefeded 
ones at each end, of the following dimensions : width 
of the three great arches, 78 feet each ; breadth •r 
thickness of the pien, ISi oMh ; wi«^ «f the jmH 



lidm <a feet aiaeb. The tDtallengA-iif^ pint «id 
at«h^ is SIO fecft ; and tlie vthole leDglh of ihe Mcke, 
»onrtbeHi^StreettoPriiice«Street,i8 1125 feet. The 
lieigbt of the great arches, from the top df the parapet 
to the base* is «8 feet ; the breadth of the bridge with- 
in the ivall over the arohes is 40 feet ; and the breadth 
at cadi end 60 feet. Towards the northern extremity, 
•bowever^ the Iwidge has been widened bv the erection 
of axangeof buildings oii>the lile of a Utile balled St 
lAoin Street. 

The South Bridge, ^Mown over the street named 

'^he Cowgate, which lies on the voHey on the ^uthem 

side of the central hill, is in the Sttme Une with the 

I^^orth Bridge. Tl» Cowgate not being so low as the 

Nor^^Looh, this bridge is on that aecdunt tess elevat- 

t€d. To a stranger the existence 'Of the bridge is not 

if€ry appaa^nt ; and, were it not that an opening is left 

^t the central arch over the Gowgate, where that street 

is seen at a distance below, it would present nothing 

-but the «pp«iranoe of a handsome street. 

To fortn this bridge, which is now the principal lihe 
.of ODmminncation across the dty from north to south, 
Ae lanes called NIddry's Wynd, Merlin's, and Peebles 
^Wynds, were pulled down ; and, anKmg others, one df 
^^e oldest stone buildings in Edinburgh was at this 
t time-removed. This was the house in which Queen 
Mary lodged the night after the battle of CarberrybiU. 
•It wflis then the heuie of Sir Simon •Preaton of Craig- 
nniilar, Ixwd Provost. of £dinburgh, 

Vhe ^fimndation^^tone of this bridge was laid on the 
ilat' of August! 1785. The bridge, eonsisting of twen- 
ity^twoamies, was built ; the old houses were removed, 
<^eie|^nt new houses -on both sides were* finished; the 
•chops oteupioi ; 'and the street opened lor carriages in 
March 1788 ; an operation of astonishing celerity, when 
i^iSatt ikt inagnitude df ihe undertaking, or the ^le- 
;gaiico/of its CKoctttion, is cvnsidered. 

\ln4i0giBg4be4foiffldiition of the c^ntml i^ of the 
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bridge/ which was no less than 92 feet deep, many coiirs 
of Edward I. II. and III. were found. The old btdld- 
ings which were taken away to make room for this 
puUic work were purchased at a trifling cost, thdr 
vahie being fixed upon by yerdicts «f juries, while the 
areas on which they stood were sold by the city to 
erect new buildings on each side of the bridge for 
L. 30,000. It has been remarked, that, on this occa- 
sion, the ground sdd higher in Edinburgh than per* 
haps ever was known in any city, even in Rome, dtir- 
ing its most flourishing times. Some of the areas sold 
at the rate of L. 96^000 per statute acre; others at 
L. 109,000 per ditto; and some even as high as 
L.1^,000 />tfr acre. 

At some distance to the eastward of the entrances to 
the North and South Bridges, the High Street is sud- 
denly contracted to nearly one half of its bteadth. 
This division of it takes the name of Netherbow, from 
the city wall having formerly had an arched gate or 
i&ou; at this place. 

Here the central hill is again crossed by two streets, 
the one sloping to the south being named St MaiVs 
Wynd, the other going down the hill to the northward, 
Leith Wynd. Before the erection of the l)ridges, these 
lanes formed the principal communication between 
the city and the North and South districts ; and that 
of Leith Wynd formed the entrance to the suburb of 
the Caltonl 

The main street from these lanes, down to the Pa- 
lace of Holyroodhouse, assumes the name of Canon- 
gate. The buildings in this quarter are inferior to 
those of the upper part of the Hi^ Street; but thelte 
are two handsome modern -streets, whidi cross it at 
right angles ; the one called St John Street, running 
towards the south ; the other, named: New Street, to* 
wards the north. : / 

Nearly in the middle of the Canongate, on the nortfl 
side, stands the toWn-house and prison of tJiia sidmrH; 
and a little farther down, on the same side, standi ^ 



crofis. The Palace of HolyfpowHww, end the nuns 
nf the adj&oent clrapel, form ibe termination of the 
«itjr in. tiiSfi directioB. hi %hU division cf the town^ 
there fctrmerly stood two crosses, in the midtUe of the 
^reet ; the oneijalled St John's Cross; the other the 
Girth Cross, »o named firom ite being the boundary of 
•the Sanctuary of H(Jy wodhouse* It was at the last of 
ihese that the gallant Mftr|uis of JVIontrose met his 
.^e. Both crosses have beea long removed, but their 
site is m^ked by aiStelkted aiprfi^ement of the «au8«- 
way stones. 

The Souiherfi DUtritt of the tcity oooc^ies the m* 
iog ground on the e(f posite ^de of the central ridge» 
Tiae buildings in this quarter <:0Dtain a mixture of the 
fMCiettt Mid modecn styles ^ building. The suburbs 
,t>Blled iPotierroW: and Fleasanise are of the former de- 
isoiptionj the Bm squares caHed George's Squaw, 
BwfTfl's Square, and Ar^^yfl Square, are of the latter.^ 

George's Square is by &r O^e «»06t eictensive in this 
Kpiarl^^ Mag S^e hf 500 ieet. It ie neatly laid out 
din i^hibbery tad flower bo¥dera> and is bounded on 
-the west and pavtly on the south by die public wsdk 
•teUed the MMdows^ Bucideugh PlaQe> a street of rt- 
«etH erection, divides a pCirt .of the Square from the 
Aleadows on the aotith* 

To the west of Georgeli Square, and separated firom 
it by theceitr^vw&lkjofthe^tadovfs^ataBds Watson's 
Hospital, and a little to the north-west of this last 4s 
Heriot's Hospital, a very elegant Saxon buihling. 
Westwards from Watabn's Ho^ital w#8 latrij erected 
the Merchant Maiden Hospital ; and^tiJl father -on, on 
rising ground west from Bumtalield Links^ stands Gil- 
i^ie's Hospital, A new street of hottses> with small 
)i(ardens attached, coiled Gilmore Street;, runs to the 
•west from the links iiU it nearly Joins the basin of 
the Union QbbuI ; and handsome TiUas border the road 
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Vbich bounds tlus public pvopeity, dll n^jit the &»« 
cient castle of Mercbiston. ' 

At tbe soutbem extremity of tbe Soutb Bridge, in 
a street wbic^ extends to toe eastward, are ntiwtod 
the commodions edifices of the Royal Infirmary and 
High School ; and o]^>oute to this street, on the nor& 
side of tbe College, is tbe lane which leads to Argyll 
and Brown's Sqiiuires. The new UniYcrrity stancn at 
tbe sonthern extremity of South Bridge Street, on tb^e 
west ; and gives name to tbe streets, which, unfortu- 
nately for the appearance of this building, are crowded 
around it • • * 

. Beyond, this building tbe line takes the name of 
Nicholson Street, on both sldies of which are several 
small squares and streets, and the city on tbe easi kb 
terminated by the ancient suburb called tbe Pleasanc^, 
and some lately erected streets running eastward firodi 
it towards Salisbury Crags. On tne west side of 
Nicholson's Street, and near its termination, stands'^ 
handsome Gotibic fronted building, tbe meeting-boujE» 
of Dr Jamieson's congregation. 

Continued in tbe same line is St Patrick's Square ; 
and still farther south a road has been formed thiou^ 
-the grounds of Newington to jcin the London road by 
Carlisle, which, meeting other roads, forms the prin^ 
pal entrance to the city in this direetion. Onboui sides 
of this road elegant streets hate been formed, which, 
from the little gardens and flower plots attached to tbe 
bouses, combine the advantages of town and country 
residences. - 

The Northern District oi the city, generally called 
the I^ew Tottm, was first projected in 1762; but the 
magistrates at that time being unable to procnre m 
extension of the rc^alty, the execution of the design 
was suspended untU the year 17(J7. In that year^fi 
act of Parliament was obtained, by which tbe royal^ 
was extended over the fields to tbe ncnrU^ward of .tbie 
city ; and the plan pf the p?sent buiklings ivas design* • 



iihf Mr James Ci«2g, iatMtect, and adopted by tb« 
nugistrates. 

According to this ^n, a canal was to be niad« 
throagh the North Loch^ and the northern bank of it 
was to be laid out in terraces. A oonsideraUe munber 
of gentlemen^ on the faith of this plan with regard to 
the proposed canal^ accordingly erected eksint nooses 
on the spot Ihmting the projected nndertaJong. The 
magistrates, in the meantime^ had thought proper to 
alter this design^ imd fcued out the spot intended for 
Che canal and terraces^ and a mimber <^iiiean hrregolar 
buildings^ and work-houses for tradesmen, were btdlt. 
This deviation was immediately complained of by the 
proprietors of the houses in the New Town ; but aa the 
jnagistrates showed no indina^n to gvatit any redress, 
a Uw-suit was commenced against than before the 
Court of Session. In that court the caUse was giren 
against the pursuers, who thereupon appealed to the 
iloasie of Lordis^ Here the deds^ of the Court of 
Session was reversed, and the cause remitted to the con- 
sideration of their Lordships. At length, after an ex- 
pensive contest, maiters^ere aecomi£odated between 
die parties. The principal basis of this accommoda- 
tion was, that some part of the gmihd'was to be laid 
out in terraces and a canal ; but the time of disposing 
of it in that manner was reserved to the Lord Presi. 
dent of the Court of Session, and the Lord Chief 
Baton of the Exdiequer. 

The New Town may be regarded as eoniisting of 
two parts : the one, the New Town, which was de- 
signed in 1767, and which is now completed ; the 
otner, the additional buildings erected or erecting to 
die east, west, and north of the former. 

The first of these divisions, which stands upon the 
bottsontal ridge on tlie north side of the Old Town, is 
laid out in tM form of a parallelogram, whose sides 
theasure 39^ feet by 1090. The principal longitudi- 
nal 4rtreets are^u«e; <h6rgt'i Street, Prince's Street, 
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the centre of the New Town, and divides it into Um<k 
e^nal p<irf8. This Itreet, whioll is 1)5 fi^et bvoad, (uw 
n» rival i» Europe, or pevhapfl in the workl» ^r the 
grandewr of its appearance, tha^ elof^aaoe of its archi-» 
tectuffvt Of lis exaet utti&roiHf • It is t^ri«inaWd o^ 
the cast end h^ a boauti^l s^uiu^ caUed $^ Aiidrew> 
Square ; and o» the wc«t 1^ ano^ev» of oiqst suparl^ 
bnildiiigS) called Chiorlott^ Siq«wire» On the east side of 
St AndiHtw'a Sq«»^» in a reoeaa fpwk the oti^or build-^ 
ings^ stands an ekgwiicdii«f« ^ely oeeiipi^ as an cf** 
fioe for the E^xeioe, an^ opposite to it> at the west^ri^ 
termination of the alreet^ St George's (/hureh> with m 
mkiiatiure dome in ni»itstioii of St Paul's. On th« 
noHJi ndeof G^aerge'a Street la an ekffm ehvreh, with 
a handsome spire; and immedialcdy opposite is the 
Hidl of the Boyid CMeg^ <if FhysimBSi. Farther 
westward, on ^e south $i^P, sUmd the A^semhlf 
Rooms^ marioed hgp« pevtio^ ext^diqg oFfr (he ^;iot 
paffement. 

In theoeatve oft S« Andrew^ S^Ocure itpds th« e|e« 
g^nt oohtfBitt ereoied' to the- meoiory of toe lat^ hv^ 
MelWUo. It mm Qr^Qted hjr subs^r^^^Sj chi^y from 
gmtlienieii ^Boecl^d with th^ mtvy. ^iut various 
negotiations ahout a proper site £k the erection, the 
foundation was laid on the l^th' of April 1821, and 
the eohiBin wa« ^DMb«d fnd' tfa» jsqafi^hUqg yen^Oiitd 
in Ai^^iist I99f9^ 

Thi$ elegit pUlar is copied &om Ti^^'s Cc^mu. 
at lUxne ; hut the ^iaft» in placf ^f hting omaviented 
with sculpture, as 'm that monument of anient &xU^ 
is Sul^. The dimensionQ are as fotiows :-^height of 
th? hase and ped^atal^ 1^ ^t S i^che^'^Miak wre^tlii 
cour8e> 9£r«it ^im^)e6^H*OBgle.oouc9e^$&e^ AO iQcha# 
-4m9e of nhAlft, 3 6et incJMe^i^atMit of «01|m^ 9a 
fe«|r*-09pJM ^cokHnHi i i9B^ 7 i nch^» « htiO i M^ a po-^ 



miiti nt il IStf fM<) ^ lBelie»**Hiridth of side^f bas^, 1» 
Set^^^dyjMneter «f iolunm at bote^ 19 feet 9 inches-** 
dkta at tofi^ 10 fket 6 incbes. The stair iaside eoiK 
■iata of 19^ ateps. 

13i0.8taftMe of TJovA MAlvitfa ia to be beti^cen l&imd 
17 feet in height, and is forming in separate pieoea. 

Mr WiUiam fiarn^ arcbiteet^ aaperiBtendcil th» ex- 
e«tuion of this Bobie oolums ; and the building wa» 
CTianrtfd b^r Mr Akxandar Armstrong in the best 
stylo. Tbe pedestal for the statue was alteved from^ 
tie atigiiial design, and the present dome top wa» 
taken irom & bosk of dteawings m the possession of Sir 
I^id Mthse, and is supposed to be a r^resentatien of 
that wlUck origMMlly suniKmiitad Tr^an's Column a^ 
Bomct 

fThe Colmnm of Tvajan at Rome is sculptured ^b 
figuies in ratief> representing his victories in Dacia* 
and the pedestal is adorned wkh trophies. It is built 
of large blodts of white marble ; and its height, in- 
eluding the pedestei and capital, is IIS feet » inches. 
It is surmounted by a buonaestatme of St Petw, plaeed 
there by Sisctus V. 

A monunMlit in honous of the kte Sail of Hope« 
isun is to tenuin«te^ (i^orge Street oB' tbe Weat^ thv 
plan of which is said to be agreed upon* 



Parallel to QeOi^e's ^tnaty fiirmiiw tbe^sidies of 4di^ 
puraUelognlm^^aire Queen*^ Stveot aw Pctnee's Street ; 
the fbrnier a terraee o^rerlooking thedescending grounds • 
ottthe north ; tiie latter theNovth Loch, ami h«vi*g 
»ww of tlH^ l>aak part i£ the lofty Imildiiigs of tfe# 
Old Towo. 

• That paort of j^ }<^>rtli Ldsh to the "west of the 
Mound w«s moksed in 1B21, under the amthdrit^ of: 
aoattiof PailktasieBt; tlie mwund was dxatoed, ptaMt" 
ed wiU^tvfes, shniilMii and smeiSy utA siuljfis fimwd/ 
whisli tmidJouiidliie boCtaBi.of iAne^CastH^wdtHm^ sBd 
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the sLipiog banks on etdi aide* Ke^.aie IhfniArfH 
to the proprietors of the houses in Prinee's Stteet ^aspon r 
payment of a small annuaLsum. This very materW : 
improvement^ and which . so miuch cmheUishes. this > 

guarter of the town, will, it is hooed, be followed U[p a 
y something similar on the gronna to the east of the 
Mound. . . ; 

. The Queens Street OardeBs, consisting of the groniid 
between Queens Street, and AberermnDy Flaoe, had,) 
previous to this period, been^acquired by. the propne* • 
t^rs of the houses, and laid out in wallu uid shn^ t 
bery ; though an act of Parliament was not procured till ^ 
1822. The ground to the westward of Abercrombf 
Place, and between Queen's Strset and Ueriot Bow, 
has also been purchased hy the proprietors for the 
same purposes. The property of these gardens, whidk.^ 
is an important feature in the embeUishioent of the 
New Town, is held in ^ares by the proprietors^ whoi 
each pay an annual sum for the current expences. . 

. St John's Chapel, a light Gothic building of el^^t 
design, stands near the western termlnattoa of Prince's 
Street ; and tlie eastern continuation of Queen's Street 
has been lately ornamented by St Paul'd Cbapel, a very . 
handsome Gothic structure. Both of tlM»e places of 
worship were erected by subsmption, by members of; 
the Scottish Episcopal Church* . 

There are also two other longitudinal streets, named 
Thistle Street and Bose Street, the forst running be- 
tweien Queen's Street and GetN^e's Street,, the second 
bvstween Prince's Street and Geoqge's Street. Theses 
art, built in a style of less el^anoe, for the accommo- ; 
dath^n of shopkeepers and others. Seven streets inter* , 
sect the parallelogram at right as^les^ &om Prince's 
Street on the south to Queen's Street on the north. ; 
At the eastern end of Prince's Street stands the Be- 
gister Office, a most superb edifice; and opposite to It. 
is the TheaUe, whioh, however ne^y fitted up within> 
is externally unworthy of the Soottish metropolis. > 
From this point, and.in a line with .Prkiee'« Street,: 



.1 
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r liie bew approach to the dty hy ^ JHegenfs Bridge 
.coimnences. The aet of Parliament authorinag the 
erectioii-6f thia bridge, and the formation of the road, 
the roost splendid of the recent iroproYeroents of Edin- 
db, t^as p&ssed in 1814. The foundation-stones of 
tie Bridge antlnew Jail were laid on 19th September 
18 15, by the Earl of Fife; the work was begun in 
' August tSl6, and finished in March 1819. It is exe- 
cuted, as well as the connected buildings, in the Gr6- 
^n style of ardiitectmre. The arch over the Low 
Calton is semicircular, and 50 feet in width. At the 
north front it is 45 feet in heisht, and at the south 
rfrent 54 feet d inches, the difl^nce of height being 
/«iecasioBed by the ground dedinmg to the south. Tto 
,fe^^t at the noith side of the arch from the Low 
■€^i£on to the street on the top of the bridge is 50 feet 
l» inches, and at the south side 59 f^t ; ine depth of 
-^e arch fVom north to south 82^&et « inches. The 
-loadway oi the bridge is ^vrmed l^ a number of rt» 
▼erse arches on each side, which suppcHt the rocky 
-ifiateHals wHh 'which' ^e space was flUed up, and of 
mhkh the h>M is fbrined; The great arch is omii« 
'Mcntad on the souUi and north by two open arches, 
■u ppof te d by degant columns of the Corintliian order, 
'^t on the north hairing. this inscription : " The Re-^ 
gent's Bridge^ commenced in the ever memcretble year 
I S15. Sir John Marforibanks of Lees, Baronet, M. P. 
Lord Frowost offfte CUy. Archibald EUiot, Architects 
The street along the bridge is named Waterloo 
Pkce ; imd the houses extend on the north side about 
442 feet, and on the south side about 349 ^t, and 53 
ii^deep Ha both sides. The width of the street ia75 
ftet. The height of the buildings ftem the street ia55 
feet, from the bottom of the arch on the soath 114, 
fthd on ^e north 105 feet. 

The purchase of the okl propo^y to open up this 
. communication was L. 59,000, and the building areaa 
sold §oir ^ immense aumof L, 35,000. 
.^.^fKinh side of the Regent's Bridge, to the east 
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^ 4i» «Etob, ii tlM Watarioo Tatern wd fl»lci, tite 

^wi4t for bn^ing wbidi ivfue saised by subscriftiMi^ 
.aad are .beld m sbatcs^ bearing interest This tamn 
.ootitftins « cegbeioo m 80 feet by 40 ; a large roon to* 
.pnUie dnmers Sb feet by 40, and 84 ftet higfa^ besMta 
riMlMDetottS oAmr afiartmeata. Tbe erectaNi of this 
building oBst about L. 30,000. 

In tl^ centre of the pik of buildiiigs, to the wcit^f 
^ arch^ on ^ south nde 4£ the bridge, is die Simnp 
-Qgice. The new Past Qfice is immediatoly to die 
«B8t of the ardi «n the same side, and oast in erectioli 
L. 15i000. 

▲t die extremity of die north side «f the bMge, and 
Aettrly opposite to the jiul, the incorpanitions «f CiAtian 
;liate ereoled a bandsaiue haUfix* dieir pnbUcinaetingft^ 
die •diraenatCHV (tf which are 00 fiseit by ^, andMgbtod 
from the tap. It was founded in October 1618> and 
ftlisbed in May 1919, and Is vf the same iieigbt as the 
waHof dke barying-^fonsid, to w^ikh it forms aH ^- 
^owpriaie tcrroinatioa. 

3te New Fdasn, m neat pike of iMildiBg in ^ 
^xon style of architecture, stands fieai4y opposite 4lf(8 
.ludl; asNl on the high ^oond to die «ortbward> aMl 
vatfain the walls, is the governor's favuse, a piot«ro6q«a 
amildingin the Crodiic style. ▲ little farther to the 
«a8t stands firidewall, from tditali the new road winda 
4dong the Invar of the hifl^«i«rtolcitig die ^d Town^ 
mtd Shaving a viewof «ke Caa^eand part of <he Nc^ 
Snnoi, till it cBOBses the low ground b? a bridge at Jib- 
tb^ HOI, now concealed, and joine ine London oood 
.Hear the Tillage of dock's Lodge. 

To the east «f tt»idewaU, a #ail Ibr Ikbeota is hi- 
^Imded to bs.emrted, «f which diemiMrre Godiic gate 
<Aad attrosindkig waU are already built. 

Opposite to Bridewell, and on the maitgin of a rooky 
4mnnc«ce of die Calton Hiil, stands the momiment 
iorBoted todiesnamoryofLiOidXdBati; andr&rdwrte 
the northward is the Xy^ Gbaewatory* I%f s 4Ka«t^ 
§A eninenoe is iAsd ohM«i te die site tiif tiie If ati^nal 
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M(mtxneni, ifhieb is to occupy a space in the centre 
(If the hill, between Lord Nelson's Monument and the 
Obiertatory. 

National Monument of Scotland, 

Soon after the conclusion of the late war, which 
owed its successful termination chiefly to British firm- 
«eB8 and British bravery, it was resolved at a public 
faceting to erect in Edinbui^^h some building which 
lAould perpetuate the remembrance of events in which 
the heroism of Scotsmen was so conspicuous. A Na- 
tional Church, to be built and endowed by public sub- 
«cr^ion> and in which subscribers to a certain a- 
tntfunt were to bold seats, was at first thought the 
most appropriate erection. But the similarity of the 
Calton Hill to the Acropolis of Athens— the desire a- 
inong men of taste of restoring to the arts the model of 
a bvilhltng which time and barbarism will sooir anitihi- 
late; and the fcciBty of pnvcnring buikling materials, 
united the mi^rity of the sulmsribera in the wish 
lOMStan ^ Plflsthenon of Athens in their National 
■ MonmneBt. A model of this edifioe by Mr Reid, ar- 
^iteet, and the drawings of Mr WilMams, both of 
whom had viaiied die original, probably contributed to 
Mme a taite for. the Dotie grandeur of the Grecian 
wAit e ctn re ; the idea of a churdi, at least to the e?^- 
doBlon •f tiie Parthenon, was soon relinquished ; and, 
• when it maa definitively settled that the National Mo- 
niOHeKl of Scotland waa to renew tfafe boasted relic of 
KOdmt art on the Calton Hill, many individuals dou- 
bled their subscriptions. 

The Pnrthebon is a magnifieent temple of the Do- 
ric order, with an afdied roof. The length of the 
lowest step 986 i^t 9 inches, hreodUi 101 feet 2 inches. 
¥ke length of the xxpper step on which the columns 
stand is »S7 flset 7 laches, breadth 101 feet 1 inch ;-^ 
height dtia. bottom of lo^vtst step to top of pediment 
04*1^ 7 inches. Ite ed[fl»ns which range round 
^ tliwlMilding arff Siftct S 4«dMi ; and the height fMn 

i u 9 



•O •Bt€*IPVl#V. 

the lo^^ tfae^Mqaital to ^le ^p of ,tte pediuiM'ki^ 
Jbet 8 inohfis. 

The sanction of Parliament was obtained in XSSd'ftr 
the erection of this edifice; and theibundation-stoiie 
was laid during his Majesty's visit, on the-27th of Au- 
gust the same year. Part of the interior m, it is-WMler- 
stood, to be appropriatei! as a church, 4iiid part as a m- 
metery. The iocid cost of ita ereclion wUl :not «M««d 
L. 40,000. 



The New Town was b^un to be built at its eaoCom 
extremity. The houses in this quairter ai^ inlbnor to 
those in the parts more recently erected* As the streets 
^proceed westward, however, thie elegance -of the houaot 
improves, tmd many of these ore finished in the best 
•tyle 4>f modern architecture. 

In addition to the New Town, a ^ther plan haa 
been formed of extending^ the city on the northwttrd 
to the Water of Leith, and eastward towards the tofm 
and port of Leith. Part of this plan is already exo- 
cuteu, and the remainder is rigidly goii^ fi)rwaKd. 
The streets of this part of the town are built en^he do- 
scending ground north of Queen's Street, from whieh 
they are separated by a large opexk epaoe, ^hioh is now 
chiefly laid out in gardens. Tlie dhrection of thoao 
streets is similar to 'those of the first <erected stroeta; 
that is to say, they run Irom oa»tito west, and arela- 
terseoted from north to south by «ros8 <ti«el8 eorrs* 
sponding to those which run in that direotion in the 
former streets. The very elegant street culled Heriot 
Bow, |ind its continuation, Abeeeromby ;PJoce, Sront 
Queen's Street ; and NorthumbeKland Street, and Greot 
King Street are beautiful streets ratill .^ther to the 
north. The west end of Great fiing Street termioates 
in what is called the Royal Circus, a splendid cirde of 
{houses, with shrubbery in the eentve, divided 'by the 
road which: leads to Stoekbridge. The eostcm teraii- 
nation of this beaatifbl street is the Custon Jinue Ja 
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iinlUiartir TlrnirrMt. mkaUb, jqMn tbe Banowdof tiie 
(iitirt>lt^m6Bt toI^i^^Js lo>bie occupied iby the £xoue 
lOofMid. London; StseetrCMiliiiiieB tbe^traight line east 
jCnoiatbefGustoin Honae tOithe(Canonniill8:Boad,.it^h«re 
0.xtmve to the nofthward iossM Bellevue Cretotnt. 
'lin iibe eetttre of.tbisrcnsscentiStMidfl i*t ^Mary's Churdi^ 
fUtitliA hiiL*dsome spire^ whioh was opened for public 
dfomhipki January L825* 

The Earl of Moray's grounds^ which immediately 
|i4ii^>n Charlotte Square and the streets. to the north- 
ward, «re now building on a plan/of Mr Gillespie, ar^ 
j^leet. The most conspicuous feature in this pkn is 
lamflgnifioent.polygon, nam^<Moray>Place, the centre 
^ wjiich is to be jeailed in^ so .as to 6;^mi a qpaoious 
^ritbbery,;the sweep of the walkfi.iniwhich are tO'bar*^ 
^aaoniae :widi the diSSerent a;Tenucs of aocess. These 
avenues are to be four in number, .viz. Doune Teriaae, 
imd'mg into the Ro^al.Cireos and Great .King Street; 
IDavm way 'Street, a continuation, of Ueriot Row ; Fob* 
#es Street^ whiefa is^o run in, a line with North Char*> 
ifttce Htreet, .and at right angles with Queen'a Street 
Mid Stuart .StMet, the great line .which is to traverse 
mdcoosneot the whole improvements. Ainslie Place, 
'gB^isnfObloiig.or.oval form, is proposed to divide Stuavt 
Street intojtwo.equal<povtions ; And, in addition to the 
Mro laivcDuea thus i&rfltied, .another called GrlenfinlM 
£ltMe**iB{to.connest;thiftt|^8ee with Charlotte Square^ 
jviuoh it t will ijoin at the northern angle, and comm»i 
Jliiate with Queen iStiset by that named St Colme. 
Xbei^Moe inthe oentre of Ainslie iBlaee is to be.indoi^ 
fld. J Stuart tStieet i&to terminate :in tRandolph Crca« 
Mnt> iW hkh will goin itbe Queensfinvy ^Road, and ce»> 
fiaet . with 'Mdkilie (Street, 'ahretdy .erected. The gr^ 
diitecturfd elegance of these projected streets and 
faiildings pnuittses < tp he great, and. to add another 
faatnsejto, the iprandcur of ^Edinburgh . 
^otthwBidfion»-€hKattEing Street, and ip^tlmewidit 
AianoYarjaiid OnadasLStreets, a^bridge orar'the mill- 
toMUamtiHii Ihr. K<w .Tosm witb'Ibe^olMeta buUt-on 
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thegrouadiefWttTiiiloD. F«rtter wiiKt, ilie ftMi Id 
the Ddghboarhood of the TUkge of StoekWk^ havd 
been laid out into handsome streets ; and the sides of 
the great road to Queensferry haye been ornamented 
to a considerate distance by neat yiilas. baring ^ th* 
advantages of country residenoes. The situation of 
these, as well as the contemplated extension, will htt 
best understood by a reference to the map prefixed to 
this volume. 

Towards the east of the paraUek^i^ram^ the ground 
rises gently, after which it descends rapidly towaniB 
the Cdton Hill on the south, and York Place, part of 
the extended New Town, on the north* On the top 
of this rising ground, stands James's Square, the 
houses of which, not being brought within the compasa 
of the plan which r^ulated the other buiidmgs, rise 
to .« considerable height. 

At the north base of the hi^ ground upon w^di* 
James's Square is built stands the Circus, ^now named 
the Caledonian Theatre, and immediatdy adjacent t# 
it tlie new Roman Catholic Chapel.. . Fvom this poitit 
Bnmghton Street runs to the northward, and sevend 
elegant streets, the principal longitudinal :direedon of 
which is from east to west, as in the former part^of tho 
New Town, have been erected in this jquai^r,.! At th6 
east end of one of these, Broughton Fiace, 'stands ' ail 
elegant place of worship belonging to the. Bulgher per- 
suasion, erected for Dr HaU; and at the north-east 
corner of the same street is an Episcopal chapel: Pi<Si 
candy Place, a continuation of York Place, is an ele- 
gant row of buildings, so named from being built •on 
the site of a manufactory which was long carried f on 
by a colony of weavers from the province of that'nkrao 
in Fsauce. ; • j 

. At this extremity of the town, the great .road to the 
port of JLeith windi to ihe eastward ; jmd for a eonsi- 
deimble way on both sides, it is bounded by el^fant 
rows of buildings. About the.middle.of^bis mi^ 
andjonthe west aid^ a stueet has. been ^^ntBedxtfaiaa^ 
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^Newhtwa, a itatioaibr ^aasage-iboat^ nd wiMMA 
SMat harbMMr bit been dail^ baik. 

The extent of fidinbnrgb from^aat «• wtst is obcmt 
H^o Jinglish inks, aad ftom neitb to soatb aearly ^e 
«Mn«. Tbe circumfeienct^irf the wtdm k newrly ^^*-* 
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Citt/ Watt. 

f^d&Sf &N8 «f tbe weII, by wbioh iktt aiof vts^- 
jgosiiy MUniwuKted, still exist in tbe nBi^^bottrliood «f 
ftaiM'fl 'ttospitnL Tbis "wbH h as firat pnijeetcd in 
iL^&O, 4Nid MKoessivefy exAsBdfid asitke Jieges.iMBensd 
do AtMnber. it stretched A^om Ibe CastW.oD the iottth 
.find north, ^nd'inoindediall idie toildii^ of the Hig^ 
Slr^ end Cowgate to itbe N«tbeib<Hr. ik msnber of 
p&rU^at gBtes gave aeoess to ibe dty in ,dii^6ni'direc« 
}tioiii> vthe lost of vbioh was /removed on lJ2§5. 1^ 
iSe^heDbonripaMt erigate, xemwKed dn ±%^, was >orna^ 
mented with a spirs. 

Admudi jnrdiol -gate, 'dt itbe bottom <of 'liie jQanon- 
ffSg^ jaid w.blQh ^aye jeptrauce tp.that ^suburb, js„^ill 
standing. It is known by the name of the Water 

fCrass fifiEdMrur^ 

EdirfbuTgh tJross was an ancient structure of an 06- 
^onal form, composed of Gothic and Grecian archi- 
tecture, anrl measured sixteen ?feet in diameter, and 
Jfteen in height, ejcclmive of a polumn which JO?e 
fum the xm£Ue. A w^ Ionic pillar omAme^ted 
eaeh comer from the base, on the top of which ipio- 
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^f»t iB a figure in alto relievo, pointing op niu,'? 
finffer to a^iaied Blone, on which is Bculptuted ^hj^ 
^ame of the Difinity iD three languageB. 



eE02 

DEUS 
GOD 



edifl»» i"*^ '• "^ "^ *^ oWwt «tone houses ir 



JlOTnan Scutpture. 

, -.rtliatdy opposite to the houie of the rafimner, 
Id^h Bide^ the street, ^A in the ftont waU : 
o" house are two heads in alio relievo, auppoeed by 
" * wiea to "be of Roman sculpture. Between the 
ajjtiqw"^^ a gquaie WWet, is enKraved tbe.foUowing in- 
^riptioB=- 
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jected « Iraid oi dttahx bflstrobs^. wkh modfihi irdUm 
. b^een tfaem. The city iriin 'were placed orer the 
top of the arch which iaced the east ; and oyer the 
other there were as many heads, cut in the fi>rm of 
' medallions^ as was the town ahns ; bmi the heads a|»- 
peared to be of much older workmanship than any 
other part of the fabric. The entry to tne buildii» 
was by a door &cing the east, fh>m which a stair lea 
up to the platform on the top. From the centre of the 
platform rose a column <^ a idngle stone, twenty-one 
ieet high, and eighteen inches diameter, curiously 
spangled with thistles, and ornamented on Uie top with 
a Corinthian capital ; abwe this there was a unieora, 
very well executed in stone. 

This building was pulled down in the year 1756, on 

account of its incommoding the street. The middle 

pillttis stSil pr^aerred^ the pieasure groonds at Ihtim^ 

£9ur miles east of Edinburgh, on llie road leading to 

; Dalkeith ; and the four heads, as weU as seyeral oUier 

. ornamental parts of this structure, are maw display^ 

. at Abbotsford, the seat of the celebrated Sir Walter 

Scott, Baronet. The baptismal font of the Chapel of 

Sfr Ntnian, whi(^ was situated near Xidth Wynd, and 

-founded 1479, may also be seen at .^ibotafiird ; as weU 

.as the cistern out of which wine used to flow at the 

- Cross to regale the people on days of publk rfji»6* 

ing. * .r 

At this Cre&s formerly all public prodamationa were 



* In a minute of coundl, dated ilth May 1660, U is or- 
dered, *' That the treasurer cause John Scott and Alexander 
Skirven prepare, upon the Cross, pipes of lead, and such 
other things necessary, for running of wine at the spouts, and 
the treasurer to provide wine-glasses and other necessaries fpr 
the said use, with dry confections, and such others as shi^ 
be thought needful and convenient. And sicKLike, the trea« 
surer shall provide eight trumpeter8.**-^This order was pre* 
patatory for the Kin^^s birdi^ay, winch waa on the 9f^ of 
Mny. >> 
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issued, and rejoiciogB hM. ' It was die place where 
titled criminals suffered the punishment due to their 
crimes. Here also merchants and others met on the 
market-days to transact their |;)U8ines8 ; and^ though a 
more commodious place has heen since erected by the 
magistrates of the city for this purpose, (tlie Exchange^) 
yet, either through the force of habit or attachment to . 
the place^ the merchants still continue to meet on the 
radiated pavement which marks the site of the ancient 
Cross. 

In the suburb of the Canongate, there formerly stood 
two crosses^ both of which have been long since re- 
moved. One of these^ however^ consisting of a small 
column on a base of a few circular steps, is erected 
against the wall of the Canongate Town House^ and 
serves the purpose of a pillory tor that district. 
^ Among the antiquities of Edinburgh may be men- 
tioned the house of the great Scottish reformer John 
Knox. It stands on the north side of the foot of ihe 
High Street^ and, prelecting into the street^ reduces 
it nearly one half of its width. On the front to the 
west is a figure in alto relievo, pointing up with its 
finger to a radiated stone, on which is sculptured the 
name of the Divinity in three lapgui^es. 
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The edifice itself U mie of tbfr oldest stone houses in 
Edinburgh. 

Roman Sculpture* 

> Immediately opposite to the house of the reformer^ 
on the south side of the street, and in the front widl ,- 
of a house, are two heads in alto relievo, supposed by 
ahtiqiiaries iolne of Roman sculpture. Between the 
heads, Qu a square t«^blet, is engpraved tibe,fo}lowing in- 
scription :— 



9f> Aimaomvt. 

itn. fuOore 

certiei . pant 
ano. 6 3 

'*[ In sudore vulius tut nesceris pane* A/tvM « - * * 
From this inscHption many have heen led to suppose^ 
that these figures were intended to represent the first 
pair ; * but this is now generally belieyed to be a mis* 
taike, the middle stone tablet, on which is the inscrip- 
tion, being discovered to have been inserted at a pe- 
riod long subsequent to that in which the figui'es are 
supposed to have been formed. These heads were 
formerly in the wall of a house on the ilorth side of 
the street, (according to Maitland,) over the door of H 
baker's shop. From whence they came before that 
period is not knOwn. But the hotiest baker, ii^hos* 
reading in history extended not perhaps much faHhef 
than the Sacred Volume, and probably supposing them 
to be representations of Adam and EVe, might haVe 
added this inscription in alluisioh to his trade. The 
sculpture of these figures is uncommohly fine; and* 
they are conjectured by antiquaries to be likenesses of* 
the Roman Fmperor Severus^ and his consort Julia, 
from their resemblance to the heads on the coins of 
that prince. 

JU Hmrt SUnct 

From which the standard of James IV. was display- 
ed at the muster <>£ his army beibre he marched to tne 
battle of Flowden, may still be seen built into the 
wAli on the left hand of the high rodd to Borettgh- 
mooili€ttd> not fkr fiiem Bumt^eid Links. This rtta* 



* (M. lis. Id^m^ln the tmmt ^ tky j/hM 9hm m^ tai 
bread. 
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ncmt oC antiquity hts Jusonhred an n^ditioad httateu 
Mnce the publicatioa of ^' Marmiofi" by Sit Wi^ef 
8coct^ Baronet. 

Highest, and midmost, was descried 
The royal banner floating wide, 

The staff, a pine-tree strong abd straight, 
Pitched deeply in a massive stone^ 
Which still in memory is shown, 

Yet bent beneath the standard's wdght, 
Whene'er the western wind unrolled, 
Witb toil, the huge and cumbrous fold, 

And gave to view the dazzling field. 

Where in proud Scotland's royal shield 
The tuddy lion ramped in gold. 

At a little distance to the westward stands MerchiS" 
ion Castle, rendered fkmous as having been the resi- 
dence of Baron Napier, the celebrated inventor of the 
logarithms. 

A house^ said to have been that of the R^ent Mur- 
ray, may still be seen ifli a narrow lane cafied CrofU 
angrie, near the Palace of Holyroodhouse* There is 
nothing very remarkable in its appearance. 

St Anthom/s Chapil 

The ruins of the Chapel and Hermitage of St An* 
thmy are situated on the ntoth side of Arthur's Seat 
in view of the road called the Duke's Walk. The 
chapel was 43 feet long, 18 in breadth, and the same 
in height. At its west end was a tower 19 feet square^ 
and upwards of 4Q in height. But this haa long sinctf 
fallen down, and the remainder of^ the builmng j» 
baatcfiing to deeay. The cell of the hermitage styi 
remains^ a few yards to the west «f the chapd. It i^ 
16 fbet long, and about 12 broad* At the foot of the 
rock, and at a little distance, is the spring, celebrated 
in an old Soottish b^bd by the iMme of St Anion t 
WelL The monastery of 8t Aiithony> to which ihia 
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cbapel was an app^idaglb» stood a iittb to the north-** 
If eat of the present church of Soatii Leith, upon the 
west side of the lane still denominated St Anthony's 
Wynd. The seal of the monastery is preserved in 
die Adyocates' Library. 

Church of Restalrig, 

The ruins of the Church of Restalrig stand about a 
mile east from Edinburgh. It was founded by James 
III. in honour of the Trinity and the Virgin Mary, 
and was endowed by the two next succeeding mo- 
narchs. James V. placed there a dean, nine preben- 
daries, and two singing boys. It was ordered by tbe 
General Assembly to be demolished as a monument of 
idolatry at the commencement of the Reformation. 
The great eastern window is still pretty entire. In the 
cemetery is a vaulted mausoleum^ surmounted with 
yew trees, originally the burying-place of the Logans 
of Restalrig. 



POLITICAL AKD civil ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Edinburgh Castle* 

The Castle of Edinburgh is situated on the western 
and rugged extremity of the central hill on which the 
anei^ent part of the city is built. As before observed, 
it is separated from the buildings of the dty by a space 
of about 350 feet in length and liOO in breadth. A 
parapet wall and railing were erected on the north 
dde of this terrace in 1817. The area of the rock on 
which ' the Castle stands measures about seven English 
acres. It is elevated 383 feet above the level of the 
sea, and is aooeasible only. on the eastern side, all the 
others being nearly per^ndicular. • 
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At tlie western temlmitHm of llie Castle Hill is tbe 
eater barrier of the Castle, formed of strong psllisa^ 
does. Beyond this is a dry ditch^ with a draw-bridge 
and gate^ which is defended on tbe flanks by two 
small batteries. Within the gate is a guard-room, and 
a reservoir to supply the garrison with water. Beyond 
these on a road winding upwards^ towards the north, 
are two gateways, the first of which is very strong, 
and has two portcullises. A little from the gateway, 
to the right, is a battery, called Argyll's Battery, near 
which there are store- houses for gun-carriages, and 
other implements of artillery. On the north is a gr^nd 
store-room and arsenal, which, together with the other 
magazines in the fort, are capable of containing up- 
wards of 30,000 stand of arras. A little fartli^r oh 
stands the governor's house, from which the road as- 
cends to ^ejchapeLof the garrison, which was rebuilt 
in 1818. Near the chapel is the main guard-room; 
aind beyond it on the east a large semicircular plat- 
form, called the Half-Moon, mounted with twelve, 
eighteen, and twenty- four pounders. On the top Of 
this rampfl^t is erected the flag-staff; and near it is 
the ancient well of the garrison, cut through the sdid 
rock to a great depth. In addition to the battery men- 
tioned ^ere are several others at diflbrent parts of the 
circumference of the rampart or wall by which the 
brow of the rock is encircled. But the fcnrtiflcations of 
the Castle correspond with none of ^e rules of art, 
being built according to the irregukr form of the prd- 
- dpice on which they stand. 

The highest part of the Castle, which is towards the 
south-east, consists of a number of houses in the fbrth 
of a square. This square is nearly 100 feet in diame- 
ter, aim is used for mustmng and exercising thesol- 
^ diers. The houses are chiefly laid out in barracks fl»r 
the accommodation of the officers* The buildings on 
the east side of the square were formeftif used as the 
• rral apartments. These apartments are of oonsider- 
•ble antiquity ; and, IWrni the date 1550 appearing m 



4^ i^twt iK^ aei|i9 tf Ji|ii^l9«W f^ A^ ^HiiU 

^ nt th^t nenodi. In m BmfsH foom m the gi{0U|i4 #o^ 

Janies VI. ^lerwards Jaiqts I. of 'EngUkQdj ^ poriA^ 
•^9se birth n^^s f^A^f^te Cor the wbole is}9^« ^ hi 
,tls person the oroFP^ of tiVio 4ii^a99« opf¥>«e0 ^o ewti 
othor from the earliest agos^ w^re at Isk^ united* T^ 
soof is divided into four ^^omparti^eiHSi with fn thp34e 
Mi each corner, and an imperial crown ii;! the eentt^, 
with the initiajp AX. R. 

TAe Scottish Regalia' 

fn m apartment in this quarter c«d)ed tjbe €rowi|- 

prpom^ inmie^teiy ynder th^ eqnare tower, iu*e depo- 

^it^ the ^cottisb Ij^^^ia. These, consisting of the 

.CBOWD^^e^pti^f m^ sword of state, were placed here o^ 

the 96th of Marob i.7p7. 

It was long doubt^ lM>wo^r, wfaie^er these oo^|^ 

of Scottish royalty h^d not been removed ; fpr, on ra 

^j^rch in this apprimetM^ i,n .the year 1794, thecommis- 

^ionera appointed by the ^^4 warrant, in doubt of 

fh^T powers^ 4id oot ,em9e ^ ch^t in which th^f 

were said to be deposited to \>e opened, and the get^* 

^fd belief was, that they were iH>t to be foiyid. Other 

^pmmiisionars, howei{er, were appointed hy the PrUxAe 

K^;ent with the necessary powers ; and on the Ath 

February 13 18, the 4arge oaken diest in the Crow9- 

jfoora was forced ,open, and the ri^lics of the Scotti^ 

monarchy were discovered. These were Ibund to coq« 

^t of ft'Orown» jsoeptre, and }iword of state, of elegant 

Hworkman^ip, and in perfect preservation. There was 

.also a silver jrod of office, said to be that.of 4he l^ord 

Treasurer. A Keeper of the Regalia has :been appoint- 

fOd, and Uie public can now be gratified witb the ^ight 

{ of these venerable And valued reliof. 

The Cromn is of t^uue gold, and is composed of ja 
.t>Poad fUlot which goes round the hoad, ftdorned with 
twenty-two precious ^tones;; »iid.bo4w?eneii«htOf ih«ie 
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•loDes is a krge Oriental pearl. Above the great drcle 
k another smaller one^ ^nted with twenty points^ 
with diamonds and imitation sapphires alternately. 
The points toe topped with pearls. The upper cirde 
is elevated or heightened into teri crosses-noree, each 
having in the centre a large diamond between four 
•pearls^ placed in cross saltire ; and these crosses floree 
are interchanged with other ten high fleur-de^liv, 
which top the points of the second small circle. From 
the upper circle rise four arches^ adorned with enamel- 
led figures, which meet and close at the tap, sur- 
mounted with a globe and cross-patee. In the centre 
of the cross-patee is an amethyst, which points the 
IVont of the crown ; and behind, on the other side, is 
a large pearl. Below this last are the initials J. It V. 
The crown is nine inches in diameter, and in heieht, 
irom the under circle to the top of the cross, six incmes. 
It is turned up with ermine, and the cap, which was 
formerly of purple velvety was changed to crimson 
in 1685. ' 

The Sceptre is of silver, double gilt ; the stalk of it 
is two feet long, of a hexagonal form, and divided by 
three buttons or knobs. Between the first and second 
button is the handle ; firoiu the second to the capital 
three sides are engraved, the other three are plaki. 
Upon the top of the stalk is an antique capital of em- 
boissed leaves, upon the abacus of which are several fi- 
gures of Saints. Under these figures are the letters 
J. R. V. The sceptre is surmounted by a crystal 
globe 2^ inches in diameter, and topped with a large 
oriental pearl. The whole length of the sceptiretis 
thirty-four inches. 

The Sword of State is five feet long, and of degant 
workmanship. The handle and pommel are i&^r 
gilt, and fifteen inches in length ; the traverse or. cross 
seventeen inches and a half. On the .'blade is indent- 
ed in gold letters Julius II. P. and it was a present 
iMa that pope to J^mes IV. The scabbard is.ofertnu- 
,son^i^, and richly. ornamented* ) . •. ..i 

12 
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Th6 Lord l^aturer's Rafi of Q^e,:tltt)iig^ not in 
(the inv«nlovy, was footid in .tbe chest -ilong i^idi tbe 
jregalia. It is of silver gilt^ and 'Seems of elegant 
workmanship. The large oak cheft itself^ in whidi 
4he whole were contained for so many years^ is worthy 
-of ohs^rvation. 

The Crown-room is neatly fitted up for the exhibi- 
^n of these relics of Scottish rovalty ; and two persMis 
in the^ees of the wardens of the Tower. attend to 
«iiow the Regalia. 

There was formerly a voom for the meeting of 4he 
dSaottish Pai^liament in the great Square on the um^ of 
^he Castle ; and the royal gardens were situated in the 
«narsh afterwards called the North Looh. The king'fi 
£tah)eswere on thevouth aide^ where the hofises still 
j»t^n the ^name ; and the place to the south-west^ 
jvheve the fbarns w^e ^tithlished^ is known ^hy the 
auimex^f Casttehavfis. 

©he Castle of Edinburgh bdng a place of little 
strength^ is principally used as a station for soldiers. 
fiut 3ie old barra^)(s hot being sufficiently large to ac- 
commodate >the number thought necessary to be sta- 
tioned in thiS'part of the kingdom, alarge range of new 
barraoks was begun to be built on the 80Uth-west side 
in 1796, sufficient to quarter about twelve hundred 
men. This new building is 120 feet in length, by 60 
^n breadth, and contains fivefloors or, storeys. A spire 
and dock was also erected on one of the old building^ 
in 1795 ; which has dnce been repaired and altered'; 
«jd a new chapel for the accommodation of ^ garri- 
«on has been lately built. Though the new barracks 
are perhaps constructed on the best plan for the aocom- 
inodation of the soldiers, yet the picturesque effect of 
the andent'builditjgsof the Castle, when seen from the 
awst,.is much ^hurt .by^e contrast of the plain and 
ponderous new (buildings, witib theturreted remains of 
iibe ancient fortifications. The^iewfyom- the ramparts 
4s*Tei7 extensive, and is much admired. 

Edinburgh Castle has a governor, generally a "Scot- 



iMi ,U#Wq«*x^ ^ *4^Wty-gftVirai9r who rqudei Jtt th« 

^l.^aplain* Wi(h.itjs, present extended b^ildipgs it 
c^n acceu^lDpdate iipwarps of 2000 men. 

[ri)a ifirst historical fact cpncerning this Castle ia 
fpuhd .in JFordoun, whp relates, that, in 1093, ^ueep 
Aiargaret, the widow of Malcolm Canmore, died liere 
A few days af^er her hvishand was slain ; and that in 
the^san^e jear it was. besieged hy Donald Bane, brother 
to King Malcolni, assisted by the Norwegian moi^^rch. 

ln«the year 1174, King ^William I. of Scotland, sur- 
SAined tl)e LiQn,]heipg takep prisoner by the English 
in the neighboui^hood of Alnwick, his si^t^jects pur- 
cliayed.his freedom by surrendering the independency 
pf his iingdopa. Many hostages, and some of the 
chief garrisons, amopg the latter this castle, were, de- 
livered, to .King He»ry JI. as pledges for tW perform- 
ance of the. treaty; b^^.pn tne marriage of William 
;witli Ermengarde^ cpusip to tl>e King of England^ 
Edinburgh Castle.w^ .given ;ba^k as a dower to tjiat 
queen. 

In 12S9 >^IexdnderiIII. was betrothed to the daugh- 
ter of King Henry ll[I. of Epgland, and the young 
queen had this castle as^igpod fpr her resi4ence. 

During, the contest.for :the crownbetiyeen Bruce and 
Baliol, the castle was, in 1296, besieged and tal^en by 
the English, and it remaipal in their possession near 
twenty years; but it was, in 131^, recovered hy Sir 
Xhomas JUndolph, Earl of l^lurraj, wjien King "Ro- 
bert Bruce caused it, and the other fortresses recovered 
fiom .the English, to be demolished, that they might 
not again be occupied by them |n ^ny future incursions. 
It waa.in ruins ip 1336, ^^hen.it served ^r the retreat 
of part of the Count of N^mur's forces, defe^tpd \\jt\ie 
Earl o^ Murray, who held it but one day. 

jang;Edji^ard m-, op his way from PerUi in 1 is re- 
inm to E^fju^d, visited .Edinburgh Gas^le^ and guY^ 
ardess for its » being rebiailt, an4 xor placii^.a ,&tJ^pm 
jgfgOBOgLixi it. .It^a^s.never^t^lesSy ip 1^41, surpri^seu 
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by WiHiMn DougUub who, fct that piirpoae, nide use 
of the following stratagem. Douglas, with three other 
centlemen, waited on the governor. One of Aert^ 
pretending to he an English merchant, informed him 
Sat he had for sale, on hoard of a vessel then just 
arrived in the Forth, a cargo of wine, strong-beer, and 
biscuit, exquisitely spiced ; at the same time prodttc* 
ing, as a sample, a bottle of wine and a bottle of beer. 
The governor, tasting and approving of them, agreed 
for the purchase of the whole, which the feigned cap- 
tain requested he might deliver very early next day, 
in order to avoid interruption from the Scots. He 
came accordingly at the tmie appointetl, attended by 
a dozen of armed followers, disguised in the habite of 
sailors: and the gates being opened for their reception, 
they contrived, just in the entrance, to overturn a 
carriage, in which the provisions were supposed to be 
loaded, hereby preventing the gates from being sud- 
denly shut: They then kiUed the porter and guards, 
and/blowing a horn as a signal, Douglas, who, with a 
band of armed men, had lam concealed near the Cas- 
tle, rushed in and joined his companions. A sharp con- 
ftict ensued, in which most of the garrison being slain^ 
the Ccrstle was recovered for the Scots, who, about the 
same time, had also driven the English entirely out of 

Scotland. „ , ., ^ . , , 

During the reign of John Earl of Carnck, who as- 
sumed the name and title of Robert III., from a super- 
"stitious notion that the name of John was unfortunate 
for monarchs, the burgesses of Edinburgh had the sini 
eular privilege conferred on them of building houses 
for themselves within the Castle, and of free acc^ to 
them without paying any fees to the constable, sulqect 
to no other lunitation than that they should be pereona 

of good fame. , ■„ '\ ^ 

The CasUe of Edinburgh has, at different tunes, 
aerved not only as the residence of the Kings of Scot- 
land, hut also for their prison. The Scottish, haroni, 
undCT the feudal syatm* almoit eqwOkd their Jung^ 



^lesus^es pf the m^pl person ta saticdoi] their ^m^* 
ti^oi de$ign9. Thw Jan^ II. in tbe y^ar 143B> wae 
hdid J^e io n $(MrC of hononrftble durance> by Sir Wd' 
lUatip Cnchton the ^faaneeHor ; till, hy a stratagem 
.eoBtirired by his mother, he was oMaeveyed from benoe 
j&sne mofning early io a trunk. Bat he did Jiot lofig 
fiti^y his enlargement, for he was taken by a band 
4^ armed men while hmiting in the wopds of Stir- 
iing, and reconveyed to th^ eastJe* li was here ako 
that William the sixth £arl of Pou^as, w»th his 
two friends, were basely mwdlered by the. command 
jof Cricb^)&, who .envied his laeh^^ and dreaded his 
power. 

James III. was also cmifined here by his subjects 
Jodfr the space of nine mmiths, till rdieased, in the ye^r 
1469, by the Duke of Albany, assisted by the citizens 
of Edinburgh, who surprised the castle. 

In the year ld?'3,, during the troubles which agitat- 
>ed die kingdom in the reign <)f ^ueen Mary, tbis ^ 
.tress WAS ddSended ibr the queen, at that tm» » prl-* 
4M>ner in England, by Kirksldy of Grange. Whe^ aU 
the rest of Scotland hftd submitted to the r^ent's au« 
4borfty, Kirkaldy alone, with a few braye associate^, 
#till continued faithfUl to the cause of hism^ortunate 
mistress. Morton, the regent, unable ;to reduce the 
garriscm with his own forces, applied to Elizabeth for 
ASSistMlce, who sent Sir William Drury to his aid 
with fifteen 'thousand Ibot, and a considerable train of 
artillery. Trenches were now opened, and a^ptroaches 
regularly carried on against the Castle. Five batteries, 
oonsisting of thirty-one guns, were erected against ^t. 
But Kirkaldv defended himselif with the ujtmost cour- 
age, fostered by despair. For three and thirty days 
did he resist all the efforts of the Scots and English ; 
nor did he demand a parley till the fortifications we^e 
battered down, the spur or block-house on the eaiEit 
taken by assault, the well dried up, and every. other 
sup^y of water cut off. Even then his spirit was un<« 
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Wbdaed, and he detemincd rather glorkmily to flifi 
behind the last intrenchment than to yield to li^ in- 
veterate enemies. But his garrison were not animatsd 
with die same heroic and desperate resrintion^ and, 
rising into a mutiny, they forced him to capitulate. 
He accordingly surrendered himself to Sir Wiffiara 
Drury, on the 89th of May 1573. The BngHsh gen«» 
ral, in the name of his mistress, promised that he 
should be honoufably treated ; but Bliiabeth, wi^out 
regarding her own honour, Or that of Drury, delivered 
him up to the vengeance of the regent, who caused 
him to be hanged, on the 3d of August 1578. 

In the year 1677, though Morton had found it ne»- 
ce88U7 to resign the government into the hands of th^ 
yoiiiig king, he still neld the Castle of EiMnburgh in 
his hands. But a supply of prorisione being intercept^ 
■ed by the inhabitants of the city, he was forced to give 
up this important fortress without resistance. 

tn 1650 the Casde sustained a si^ of above two 
months against the pariiamentary army commanded 
by Cromwell, and at last surrendered on honounMs 
terms. • At the Revolution it was long held ftr'^ng 
James by the Duke Of G<Nrdon, with a weak and ill 
provided garrison. In the Rebellion of 1715) an un« 
Buccessfbl attempt WW made by the rebels to surpriie 
this fortress; and in 1745, notwi^atanding- that th^ 
Highlanders were masters of th» town <^ EdMMirgh, 
they did not venture to attack the Castle, nor did th^ 
even siicceed in entirely cutting off Uie commuiMoatuA 
between it and- ihe eity. 

Sinee that time the history of this fortress eonsistb 
only of a series of internal improvements, for the ao- 
eoimnodation of the soldiers stationed in this part of 
the country. During the period of the late war, « 
number of French prisoners were confined in it ; and 
his Miijesty, while in B^burgh, paid a processioMil 
vtflit to Ms anient fortress, uid greeted bis why 
fVomlta haulemeirtt. 
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Palace of Holyroodhouse, 

. The Palace of Holyroodhouse sttndft at the eastern 
extremity of the city of Edinburgh, and at the bottom 
of that part of the High Street named the Canongate. 
It is a beatttifuLbuilding> of a quadrangular form, 
with an open court in the centre* 94 feet square. The 
western front consists of two hirge castdlated square 
towers, four stories in height, which are joined by a 
lower building or gallery of two stories, with a flat 
roof and double balustrade. The towers have each 
three circular turrets at their exterior angles, rising 
ftom the ground to the battlements, the fburth angle 
of each great tower being concealed by the buildings 
which surround the inner court. In the middle of 
the low gallery is the entrance, ornamented by four 
Doric columns, which support a cupola in the form of 
an imperial crown. Underneath the cupola is a dock ; 
and over the gateway are the royal arms of Scotland. 
The fh)nt to the east is of equal elegance. Round the 
wea in the inside is a handsome arcade, &ced with 
pilasters of the Doric order. On the entablature of 
these are cut the ensigns of Scottish royalty; the 
thistle and the crown^ the sword and the sceptre. Be- 
tween the windows of the second floor are a range of 
Ionic piasters ; and above these an equal nun>ber of the 
CorinUiian order. On a pediment in this area, front- 
ing the west^ are the royal arms. At the south-west 
angle of the piazsa is the large staircase, which leads 
to the royal apartments ; and on the north side of the 
building is the great gallery, which is 150 feet long, 
24 in breadth^ and nearlv 20 in height. This gallery 
is hung with the fiincifui portraits of one hundred and 
eleven monarchs of Scotland, painted bv De Witt. — 
Hinre are held the elections of the Scottish peers. Ad- 
kudng to the gallery is a drawing and state bed-cham- 
ber, wainsootted with oak. The festoons ol^ flowers 
over the doors and mantle-pieces in this aportment are 
executed with a considerable degree of elegtnee, but 



1611 H0XYA00DH(n;8i; 

the stucco ornaments of the roof are rather heavy. Near 
to this, in vihat are called Lord iHinroorc's lodgings, 
is a celebrated painting of Charles I. and his queen, 
going a hunting, pointed by Mytons. A horse tor ht» 
majesty, and a palfrey ^r the qu^n, are introduced^ 
and the celebrated dwarf, Jeffrey Hudson, holding a 
spaniel in a string* The whole is executed in yery 
good style. Hare also are fUll length portraits of George 
III. and his queen by Ramsay. 

Strangers visiting the palace are usually led to Queoi 
Mary's apartments^ in the second floor of which her 
own bed still remains* It is of crimson damask, brnw 
dered with greeu silk fringes and tassels, but is now 
almost in tatters. The cornice of the bed is of op^ 
figured work. Close to the floor in this room is • 
small opting in the wall, which leads to a passage and 
a trap-stair, communicating with the apartments below* 
Through this passage Darnley and his accomplices 
rushed in to murder the unhi^py Rizzio, on the 9th 
of March 1^66. The queen, when this outrage took 
place, was at sum>er, in a closet a^oinlug to her bed« 
chamber, with the CcHintess of Argyll^ Rizzio, and a 
few domestics* Ri;tzio, on perceiving the conspirators 
enter, headed by Lord Ruthven in complete armoUr, 
instantly suppo^ he was the victim, and took refuge 
behind the queen. But, in sj^te of her tears and en-* 
treaties, he was torn from her presence ; and, before 
he could be dragged through the n^xt apartment, the 
rage of his enemies put an end to his life, piercing Im 
body with fifty-six woundjs. The closet in whidi Mary 
was at supper when this tragical scene was acted is about 
twelve feet square. 

The more ancieut parts of the presertt palace, coii- 
sisting of the notth-West towing, were built by Jameb 
v., about the year 1528, as a rOyal residence* Uiough 
for ases before the Scottish kings seem to have otxA- 
sionally resided at this place. Below a niche in one of 
these towers his name is still to be seen, jac- bIbx v. 
scoTORUM. During the minority of %ieenMfu*y> the 
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l^ace of HdlyroodhoiiBe w«& burnt along with the city^ 
by the English forces under the Earl of Hertford. 
Soon after this period, however, it was repaired and 
enlarged beyond its present size. At that time it is said 
to have consisted of no fewer than ^ye courts, the noost 
westerly of which was the largest. It was hounded on 
the east by the front of the pdace, which occupied the 
same space as it does at present ; but the building ex- 
tended itself farther towards the south. At the north* 
west comer was a strong gate, (the gate of the ancient 
adjoining abbey,) with Grothic pillarg, arches, and 
towers, which was taken down in 1755. 

Great part of the Palace of Holy rood house was burnt 
by the soldiers of Cromwell. At the Restoration, how- 
evetf it was again repaired, and altered into its present 
£}rm by King Charles II. These alterations and re- 
parations were designed by Sir William Bruce, a cele- 
brated architect, and the work was executed by Ro- 
bert Mylne, whose name appears on a pillar in the 
north-west angle of the inside of the square, fvn. be 

itO. MYLN£ H. M. IVL. 1671. 

The paintings of the monarchs of Scotland in the 
gallery were much defaced by the English soldiers 
quartered there in the year 1745. Prince Charles 
Stuart, (the young Pretender,) in that year also, took 
up his residence for some time in this mansion of his 
fiithers ; and thither the inhabitants of Edinburgh ree 
paired to him, to pay the assessment laid on the city. 

Of this palace, which is now almost the only entire 
regal residence which remains in Scotland, the Duke 
of Hamilton is heritable keeper. He has a lodging 
within it, as have also several others of the Scottish 
nobility, in which are a number of portraits, some of 
them of considerable merit. Notwithstanding of this, 
a great part of the building remained uninhabited, till, 
in 1793, apartments were fitted up for the residence of 
the Count D'Artois, the present King of France, the 
Dukes D'Angouleme ana Berri, and others of the 
French exiled nobility. 

E 
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In July 1S92, when it was posidvdy asoortained the 
King was to visit Scotland^ the apartments in the pa- 
lace were fitted up for the use of his Majesty ; and 
though he resided at Dalkeith, a levee, drawing-room, 
and meetings of privy-council, were held here. The 
ffrounds around were also dressed up. It is now un- 
dergoing a complete repair, hut it is understood that 
its outward appearance and internal arrangements will 
be no way altered. 

Abbey of HtlyroodhotLSCf and Royal Chapel, 

Adjacent to the Palace stand the ruins of the Church 
of the Abbey of Holyroodhouse. This Abbey was 
founded by David I. m 1128. The traditionary ac- 
count which occasioned its erection is thus related : 
— King David I., its founder, being on a hunting 
match in the forest of Drumselch, near Edinburgh^ on 
rood*day, was attacked by a large hart, and his life was 
in the utmost danger. While he was endeavouring 
to defend himself against the furious assaults of the 
animal, a miraculous cross from Heaven slipped into 
his hand, whidi so frightened the sta^ that he retreat- 
ed immediately. This wonderful circumstance hav- 
ing, of course, put an end to the chace, David repair- 
ed to the Castle of Edinburgh, where, in a dream, he 
was instructed to erect an fd)bey or house for canons 
■ regular, on the place where the celestial cross was put 
into his hand. In obedience to this visionary com- 
mand, the king erected an abbey for the said canons, 
dedicated it to the honour of the Holy Cross, and de- 
. posited the same therein, where it is said to have re- 
mained till the reign of David II. That prince, whom 
the cross seems not to have protected as it did his 
predecessor, was taken prisoner bv the English at the 
oattle of Durham^ and with him ttie cross fell into the 
hands of the enemy. It remained in that city for se- 
veral ages, where it is said to have been held in great 
veneration. 

Such is the fabulous account given of the circum- 
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stande which occasioned the Erection of this abbey. It 
is a miracle near a-kin to many of those which popenr 
has often since imposed on the credulity of mankind. 
David I., who was a piotts prince, seems to have been 
much under the guioance of his spiritual instmctorB, 
(a sair sand to me croton, as James VI. termed him 
ror his liberality to the religious orders ;) and it is not 
to be wonderea at, when their interest was so nearly 
concerned, that they should procure the sanction of a 
miracle to a work of such a nature as the endowment 
o£ an abbey. 

However this may be, the abbey was founded by a 
charter in the year 1128, the original of whjch is in 
the archives of the city. It was bestowed on the ca- 
nons r^ular of St Augustine, who were brought thi- 
ther fh>m the priory of St Andrews, in the county of 
Fife. They had granted to them the church of Edin^ 
bur^ Castle, with thoseof StCuthbcrt's, Corstorphine, 
and Libberton, in the county of Mid- Lothian, and of 
Airth in Stirlingshire ; the priories of St Mary's Isle 
hi Galloway, of Blantyre in Clydesdale, of RowadiU 
in Ross, and three others in the Western Isles. To 
ihem David also granted the privilege of erecting a 
burgh between the town of Edinburgh and the church 
of Holyroodhouse. From the^e canons the street which 
they erected had the name of Canongate, which it stiU 
retains. In this new^ burgh they had a right to hold 
markets. They had also portions of knd assigned 
them in dijB&rent pa:rts, with a most extensive juriscticr 
tion^ and right of trial by duel,, i^d fire and water or- 
deaL They had also certain revenues payable out of 
the Exchequer and other funds, with fishings, and the 
privilege c^ erecting mills on the Water of Leithj^ 
which still retain the name of CanonmiUs. The arms 
of the Canongate are a hart's head surmounted by a 
cross; in remembrance of the miracle which procured 
the erection of the abbey. 

Other grants and privileges were bestowed upon this 
monastery by succ^ing soveragns, so that it was 
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iitemeA the rkhest religious fimndation ia Scodand. 
At the Refbnnation^ ltd annual rereiraefi were 44Sbolls 
of wheats 640 bolls of bear, 560 bolls of oats, 500 «a« 
pons, S4 hens, as many salmon, twelve loads of salt, 
besides a great number of swine, and about L.950 
Sterb'ng in money. 

In 1177 a national council was held in this abbey, 
on the arrival of a legate to take cognizanoe of a du« 
pute between the English and Scomdi dergy, as 4o 
the submission of the latter to the church of England* 
In August 1332 the army of Edward III. plundered it, 
carrying off the church plate ; and it was mumt in 1385 
by the fbrces of Richard II. In April 1544, during 
the irruption of the Earl of Hertford, this abbey was 
nearly reduced to ashes. The choir and transept of the 
church were then destroyed^ and nothing left standing 
but the naye, of which the ruin^ now remain. 

Along with the other religious houses, the buildii^ 
of the Abbey suffered much at the Refonnatlon ; the 
ornaments were despoiled by the populace, and no* 
thing was left but the walls. At this time, and down 
to the reign of James VII., the church was occupied 
AS the parish church of Canongate ; but, on the acrvs- 
sidn of that prince, it was repaired ki a rery elej^t 
manner as a royal chapel. A tnrone fbr the sovereign* 
and stalls for the knights companions of the Order of 
the Thistle, were erected ; die floor was paved with 
marble of difierent colours, and a flne organ was pot 
np« But at the Revolution, which soon after took 
place, the populace, whose hatred of popery and anti- 
pathy to episcopacy, often carried them to extremes in 
^ir resentment, once more despmled this ancient edi« 
flee, tore down its ornaments, and even carried off many 
of the marble stones of the pavement, which had been 
so lately laid. 

In this situation it long stood neglected, till the 
Duke of Hamilton, the hereditary keeper of the palace, 
represented its situation to the Barons of Exdiequer, 
and craved that ^e roof, which was now become ruin* 
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aem, mig^t be repaireil. The BArons ordered a phn 
and ettimate fbr the work to be giyen in, which was 
acoordin^y done, and the plan being aj^oved o^ 
L. 1003 was granted by them for this parpoae, on the 
7th August 1758. The architect and mason who were 
employed to repair the roof injudiciously covered it 
with laige flag*stones. But the walls being insuffi- 
cient to hear this wdght^ or the timbers wmch sup* 
pOTted the stones being top slender, it was soon obserTcd 
that^ were the stones not removed^ the building must 
unavoidably fidl to ruin. A representation of its state 
was again made to tbe Barons by another architect ill 
1766^ which does not seem to have been regarded, and 
tibe roof fell in on the dd of December 1 769. In 1773 
the rubbish occasioned by the roof giving way was 
sold, md a house m the lane called Baxter's Close was 
buUt with the figured stones, after de^udng the carvings 
and cornices. 

• The Royal Chapel is built of freestone, tatA is (tf an 
oblong ibrm, about 148 feet from east to west, and 66 
feet from north to south. This was the nave of tho 
original church, which, when entire, consisted .of a» 
oentre and two side aisles, communicating by a doubJk 
range of equilateral pointed arches, spriimng from 
dustered columns, with ornamented oapitab. AbOv^ 
each of these rows a second range of smdler pointed 
arches, double in number, formed the front of a ^- 
kry over the stone vaulting of the side aisles ; and on 
the top of these second rows was a third range of small 
arches, forming a galloj or passage in the thickness of 
the wall. In the outsiae of this upper gallery, which 
was a story higher than the side aisles, were a nilmber 
of kmg narrow windows, which conveyed light- into 
tiie upper part of the middle aisles ; and this ^art of 
the building was vaulled with intersecting stone ribs, 
similar to the roofk of St Giles and Trinity College 
Church* . 

The flvin^ buttresses, of which the under range of 
the toutn aide still remains, were added by Abbot 

k2 
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Ciswford in 1483. A range of upright battrmef, with 
eaaopied niches and pinnacles ckP a more recent date, 
may be seen on the north wdL The principal en* 
trance to this church was by a large ardied door at 
the western extremity^ now built up. In the noiiii 
wall is miother door ornamented with niches. Sec 
Two doors also entered from the cloister ; at the west 
end is a door opening into a stair leading to the rood* 
Mi, and another now shut up ; and in this quarter^ 
in the south wall^ is the communication wkh the pa^- 
kce by which strangers are usually conducted into the 

The great east window occupies the western and 
only remaining one of the four large arches on which 
the central tower of the church had rested* This win- 
dow is of modem execution, and probably was first 
ftvmed in the reign of James V I. or Charles L^ by the 
latter of whom the church, as appears from the in- 
scription orer the west door, seems to have been re- 
paired. The muUions of thif splendid window frU in 
^e severe winter of 1 795. But the Barons of Exdie- 
^er, in 1816, caused the window to be again put up 
in ita original fbrm,*— the base of the walls to be clears 
ed out,-^the windows and northern arched door, which 
had been built up, to be re-opened, and Uie ground 
inclosed. 

The north-west tower of the Conventual Church is 
in good preservation, and was covered in with lead in 
181$. In this place is the monument and recumbent 
statue of Robert Viscount Belhaven, who died in 
1639. It is of elegant workmanship, mid the whole is 
of F^urian marble. The height of this tower is S2 feet. 
It was latterly used as a vestry. 

In d»e south-east comer of the chi^l is the royal 
vaul^ in uriliich were deposited die remains of David 
II., James tl*. Prince ArUmr, third son of James IV., 
James V., Magdalen^ Queen of James V., Arthur 
Bnke of Albany, second son of James V., and>Henry 
Lord Damley. This repository of the royal dead did 
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not escape the fliry of the mob at the Refi^tioii. 
Part of the leaden coffins were at that time carried 
away^ and the remainder at clearing out the rubbish 
after the roof fell in 1768. A few bones, among 
which were some of large size, said to be those <? 
Damley, were long exhibited, but are now locked up 
in the royal vault. The area of the church is used as 
a cemetery. 

The precincts of the Abbey of Holjrroodhouse, in- 
cluding an extensive park inclosed by James V., are a 
sanctuary for insolvent debtors. That part 6£ the park 
through which the road passes, and which is now call- 
ed the Duke's Walk, from its having been the fa« 
vourite promenade of the Duke of York, was once co- 
vered with tall oaks, of which, however, no vestige 
remains. From this walk rises Arthur's Seat, to the 
height of 822 feet above the levd of the sea ; and on 
the west the hill is terminated by a precipitous fVont 
of rocks called Salisbury Crags. St Anthony's Chapel 
stands on an eminence overlooking the road. 

An account of the Abbey, Palace, and environs, may 
be had of the person who shows the chapel aqd royal 
apartments. 

The Scottish Mint. 

In the lane called Gray's Close stands the little 
court of buildings, formerly occupied by the Mint of 
Scotland. They were erected in 1574 ; but no money 
has been struck here since the union of the kingdoms. 
The officers are, however, still kept up. This place» 
as well as the Abbey of Holyroodnouse, is an asylum 
for insolvent debton, but only for twenly-four hours. 

There seems to have been no mint or coins struck in 
Scotland before the time of Alexander I., who com- 
menced his reign in 1107, although Boece and Leslie, 
without proper authority, state the origin of the Scot- 
tish Mint some agoi earlier. The first coins were, as 
in England, thin silver pieces called pennies, of the 
weight of 24 grains, divided by a double croas, and 



us JSCOTTISH MINT. 

for a leiig perk)d this was tbe only circulating mediuin 
of native mannfiicture in both countriea. The groat, 
(from the French gros, or German grosche,) a coinof 
four pennies in value» was first coined in Scotland by 
Robert Bmce, or by his son David II., and this was 
the silver coin in use till the reign of Queen Mary, 
who, after her marriage with Damley, introduced rcM^ 
or rovaby afterwards called crovms. 

The oldest gold cuius found in Scotland bear the 
name of Robert ; but whether the first king of that 
name is not, it is believed, fully ascertained. Before 
the reign of James I. of Scotland, however, there ia 
nothing found in the public acts regarding gold mo- 
ney. But, in 1424, wnen that prince returned from 
his captivity in England, it was enacted in Parliament, 
that both tne gold and silver coin should be similar to 
that of England in fineness and weight. The ScotUsh 
gold coins were at first, as in England, struck of a 
broad and large surface, but very thin. James V, was 
the first sovereign who contracted their figure by in- 
creasing their thickness ; and the boftnet pieces of that 
prince are said, by Ruddiman, to equal the best Ro- 
man coins in elegance of workmanship. The general 
name for gold coin in Scotland w9sJiorins, or nobles, 
and lions ; and in England rose'^nohhs^ angels, reals, 
and sovereigns, often according to the device adopted. 

When copper money was first coined in Scotland is 
uncertain. James IIL, however, in his first ParHa-* 
ment, 1466, procured an act, ordaining, ^' That foe 
sustention of the king's lieges, and alinous-deeds to be 
done to the pure folk, there be cuinziet copper money, 
four to the penny, havand on the tae part the crooe ^ 
St Andrew, and the crown' on the other part, with the 
subscription of Edinburgh, and an R, with James, ott 
the other part." The same monarch also issued a de- 
preciated silver coin, containing a very large alloy of 
copper, which was odled black money ; and the same 
example was afterwards fi)llowed during the regency 
of Morton, the coina at which time^ from the name of 
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tftie master df the mint^ were known by tke name of 
AUchitofu, The viery smaU copper coins called pen^ 
meSy worth l*13th of an English petmy^ with the 
iDscription, " Nemo me impune btcnsei, ' were first 
coined in the reign of James VI. ; and the copper coins 
of two pennies^ called two*pehny pieces, baddies, at 
turners, and also baubees, containing six Scots pennies^ 
and eqnal to an English halfpenny, began to oe coin- 
ed after the Restoration. 

W medals, or those coins of larger size not intended 
for circulation, the first are those of David II., struck 
in England dnring his captivity, 1330-1370. They 
are of gold, and are the earliest medals of modem Eu- 
rope. Another Scottish gold medal occurs of James 
III. in 1478, weighing nearly t#o ouncef. A third 
was struck in the reign of James IV., and others in 
tiie rdgn of Mary. The last Scottish medal, perhaps, 
Mruck hi Scotknd is the coronation one of Charles I., 
when he was crowned at Edinburgh in June 1633. 

In Scotland the prince alone possessed the exclu- 
sive right of coining money. To him ako all mines 
of gold and silver were acknowledged to belong. Nor 
was the manufacture of currency confined to the ca- 
^tal, for many coins bear the names tf£ Aberdeen, 
Perth, Stirling, I>undee, Linlithgow, and Dumbar- 
4on« 

The chief instruments iiied in coining, till no dis- 
tant period, iveve Ji hammer, and stetd di^ upon which 
the device was engravied. The metid being previously 
prepared of the proper Oneness and diickness, was cot 
mto longitudinal dipt, and a siquiore {oece being cut 
&om the slip, it was afterwards rounded and adjusted 
to the weignt of the money to be made* The blank 
pjeces of metal were then placed betwieen the two dies, 
and the upper one was struck with a hammei*. This 
noney was neoesaarily imperftct from the inequality 
of the fbrce employed ; and it was not till after the 
iUatoration of Charles II. that the introduetion of the 
mill and tenew took place. 
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The Soottith eoneney, hi dreoktioii at tbe Union; 
being called in by an aet of the Privy Colandl of Scot- 
land^ preparatory to nuddng the coin of a uniform 
standard over the two kingdoms^ the following sttms 
were paid into the Bank of Sootlandy in 1707^ fw the 
purpose of being recdned :-*^ 

Of foreign silver money, (Sterling,) L*1S«,080 17 O 

MUled Scottish coins, - - 96,856 13 

Coins struck by hammer, - - 142,180 

English milled coins, - - 40,000 

L.411,117 10 

And, as it appears fhiro the acts of the Mint of Seoft- 
land, from 16tb December 1602 to 19th July 1606, and 
iVom 20th Septembw 1611 to 14th April 1613, that 
the proportion <^ gold ami issued was greats than that 
of the silver, it has bemi cmijectured, that the total sum 
of money in circulaticm at the Vmsxa amounted to up- 
wards of L. 900,000 Steriing. 

Court qf Session: 

The Court of Session, the supreme civil judicature 
of Scotland, was established by King James V. in 
1532, after the model of the ancient French Parlia* 
ments. Before lliis period civil canses were tried by 
an ambulatory Committee of Parliament, who assumed 
the title of Lords of Council and Sesdon ; but this 
mode of administering justice being fbund inconve- 
nient, it was abolished, and r^ilar judges app(Hnted» 
At its establishment, the Court of Se£»on consisted 
of fourteen ordinary judges, seven of whom were der- 
gymen and seven laymen ; and an eedeaiastie, the Ab« 
hot of Cambuskenneth, was their first president. The 
king had also the power of adding to this number cer- 
tain lords of his council, under tl^ title^of Eatraordi' 
nary Lords ; but these had no salary, nor were oblis^ 
ed to attend but at their own ]deasiure, or to gratify tj» 
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wkbes i>£ the Court by th«ir influetioe or tiidr votes. 
This very oltiectionable part of the institation was, 
however, abrogaled by SOth Geo. I. c. 19. 

Before the Refbntaation the Presid^t of this Court 
was genendly au ecdesiastic ; but the clergy were fin- 
ally excluded ftom a situation so foreign to their ha- 
bits by an act of Parliament passed in the vear 1584, 
which directed, that no parodiiid minister should ever 
afWwards bear an office in any court of justice. The 
h&t ecclesiastic who held the office of an ordinary Lord 
of Session was Bobert Pont, minister of the parish of 
St Cuthbert's. 

The CoUege of Justice, of which the Court of Ses- 
sion forms the leading part, was erected into a body 
corp<Nrate by James V. This body' consists, not only 
of the Judges, but also of the Faculty of Advocates, 
the Writers to the Signet, Clerks of Session, and some 
others. The individuals composing this body~ enjoy 
many valuable privileges* They are not subject to the 
jurisdiction of any inferior judges,— «re exempted from 
paying the taxes imposed upcm the other innabitants 
t>f Edinburgh, for ministers stipend, and the impost 
(m liquors, &c— and are not liable to be called on for 
any services within the burgh. Nay, by several sta- 
tutes, they are exempted from pa^ng iand-tax, and 
from all public taxes and contributions whatever ; but 
this privil^^ has not been exercl9ed since the Revolu- 
tion. 

The judges of the Court of Session, who sit both as 
judges and jury, are, as has been already observed, fif- 
teen in number. These are generally appointed from 
the Faculty of Advocates^ (the barristers of the Court ;) 
but members of the Sodety of Writers to the Signet 
(the highest dass of attorneys) may be chosen, under 
certain regulations, to this office. Prior to the year 
1808, tlift. whole fifteen judges sat as one court, with 
the exception of one of the £>urteen ordinary judges, 
who^ ilk an outer hall, under the title of the Lord Or- 
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dinary, fiMrwarded^ in weekly rot«tioD> the oases ttrnu^ 
successive steps till they came in course to be tipe^x 
the decision oi the lordj» in the Inner'house. The in* 
crease of business, which, in the progress of commerce 
and manufactures, came before this court, however, 
pointed out obstacles to the speedy administration of 
justice, the natural consequences of a body so con- 
stituted ; and accordingly various plans, by eminent in- 
dividualsy were laid before the public, for the im- 
provement of the Supreme Civil Ccmrt of Scotkmd. 
Among fhese, that which proposed dividing the Court 
into two or more chambers or divisions, seemed the 
most likely to meet the wishes of all parties. 

A bill for this purpose was brought in by Lonl Gren- 
ville to the House of Lords on the 18th of February 
18U7, the basis of which was, to divide the Court into 
three chambers, of five judges each ; — to have an inter- 
niediate Court of Review, consisting of the presidents 
of the three chambers, the Lord Chief Baron, and a 
presiding Lord, from which only appeals were to lie to 
the House of Lords, — ^and an establishment for the 
trial by jury of civil causes. The h^s of this bill 
were approved of by the Faculty of Advocates and 
Writers to the Signet, but it was finally lost by the re- 
tiring of Lord Grenville from the administration in 
March 1807. 

A new bin was, however, again brought in by Lord 
Chancellor Eldon, entitled, " An act conceiiiing the ad- 
ministration of justice in Scotland, and concerning ap- 
peals to the House of Lords," whichj after some mo- 
difications, was finally pass^ into a law in the year 
1808. This act divided the judges into two chambers 
or divisions, of which the Lord President was to pre- 
side in the First Division of seven, and the Lord Ju»- 
tice Clerk in the Second of six ordinary lords, Each 
division was declared to have the same powers and pri- 
vilqges possessed by the whole Court,-^four to be a 
quorum. In the event of an equality of votes, the se- 
nior Lord Ordinary to be calk4 in to give a casting 

11 
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vMe. CmUB^iflioiierB were also af^nted to inquire 
into the administration of justice in Scotland^— as to 
the fbrm of process in the Court of Session^ — and in 
what cases jury ^al could be uaeftilly established, and 
wVa voiot evidence more extensively introduced. The 
division of 'die Court was provided to take place at 
dieir meeting for (lie winter session on 13th Novem- 
ber 1608. 

The judges previously met on the 20th October 
1808, and framed what is called an act of sederunt, 
regulating the division of the causes and <listribution 
of office-bearers, and enaeting regulations for the pre- 
paratory business under the management of the Ordi- 
naries, and appointing that One from each division at- 
tend in the outer hall weekly, for forwarding the causes 
through the necessary stages. 

By subsequent acts and parliamentary regulations, 
there are now four permanent Lords Ordinary, two 
from each division, who do not judge in cases before 
the Inner Court unless specially called on for the pur- 
pose, but decide in all causes in the first instance in 
the Outer Court, and prepare cases for the Inner. 
The junior judge of the Court, other than the four last 
mentioned, takes charge of all the business in the Bill- 
Chamber (^ which chiefly consists of summary appeals 
from inferior courts) during Session time, and judges 
in matters of teinds or tithes, and in special cases that 
may be remitted to him by either division. On the 
death of any of the judges of the Inner Courts, the 
senior permanent Ordinary steps into his place, and 
the jnnior judge falls into the department of one of 
tbe permanent Lords Ordinary, while the new ap- 
pointed judge takes the Bill-Chamber. 
'*• At the first meeting of the Court after the division 
into two chambers, the judges of the Second Division 
occupied the apartment above the lobby, no«v the Ex- 
chequer Court. But a new hall having been erected 
to the west of the Old Parliament Hall, or Outer-house, 
the judges, as authorized by his Mf^ty's warrant^ 
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dated the 6ih, proeeedad to buiiiMM tlitte on the I4ih 

November 1809. 

In the Court of SetdoD are tried, not only all ae* 
tions of debt and treq^aas^ and all eaoaea in mH. a£* 
fairs, but all matters of equity, there being no Court 
of Chancery in Scotland. They also hear and dedde 
appeals firom all inferior coorta ; but the deeisiona of 
the Court of Session may be brought under the reriew 
of the House of Lords, the supreme judicatory of Bri« 
tain. The judges of both divisions united likewiae 
form another court, which su^^lies the place of a com- 
mittee of the Scots Parliaoient, designated by the 
name of the Commissioners for FlanMion of Kirks 
and Valuation of Teinds ; and, in this capacity, judge 
concerning the livings of the dergy, tithes, and points 
connected with these. 

This court holds two terms or sessions in the year ; 
the first, of two months, called the Summer Session, 
commencing on the 12th of May, and ending on the 
11th of July ; and the second, of four months, named 
the Winter Session, beginning on the 12th of Noveni^ 
ber, and ending on the 11th of Mardi, with the ex^ 
ception of three weeks of recess during the Christmas 
holidays. During the vacations between the terms, 
however, one of tne judges, weekly by rotation^ called 
the Lord Ordinary on the BillSf attends for the difr- 
cussion of summary causes. 

The business of the Court is chiefly oarried on in 
written pleadings, prepared by the advocates, first be- 
fore one of the Lords Ordinary, and after his dedsiom 
before one of the Inner Courts. When it is broi^gbt 
before the latter, a printed copy of the pleadings is 
fiimished to every judge, and put into boxes appro- 
priated for this purpose, (each individual judge hav^ 
ing a box for his own papers,) several days before the 
cause is taken up. At the caUing of the cause the ad^ 
vocatcs and attorneys likewise attend, and support the 
statements in the printed pleadings, by pha voce de- 
bates; and, in cases of weighty importance, these 
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pkadiDgs last for leveral clays* A^r the first dedi^on 
of a cause in the Inner Court, the narty who thinks 
himself a^rieved may again bring the judgment be- 
fore the Court, by what is termed a reclaiming peti- 
tion ; but this must be given in by a certain specified 
time; while the circumstances of the case are recent in 
the memory of the judges. If no petition be present- 
ed within this space ^owed, the decision becomes 
final, and ihe only resource in this case is an appeal 
to the House of Lords. 

A Bill, however, is now in progress through parlia- 
ment, which will materially alter some parts of the 
preSient form of process. In 1823, a Parilamentary 
Commission was named to inquire and report upon the 
Ibms of the Scottish Supreme Civil Court, and afber 
much investigation a very long report was prepared by 
the Comm^ioners, recommending a variety of chang- 
es. A bill founded on the report was brought in^ 
and went a oertain length, but was delayed in conse- 
quence of remiHistranoes fbom SooUand, Uiat th^re had 
not been time to consider die suggestions of the Com- 
missioners. A new bill was introduced in the House 
«P LoTd8> (18859^ and is now in progress. The prin- 
cipal changes which it proposes, relate to the first steps 
of procedure, a^r a cause is brought into court, oblig- 
ing the parties to be mudi more accurate and defi- 
nite in their original statements, so that the facts- and 
law of the case, m so fkr as can be then ascertained, may 
finrm a matter of record,^ not tobesulject to variation in 
statement, and loose pleadings which it was com{^ned 
were too frequent. It is sIao proposed in the new bill, 
to limit the powa*, which the judges possess at pre- 
sent, of frequently reviewing their own judgments. 
It is ftirtlier proposed, to place more than at present 
of the judges in the Outer House, as Lords Ordinary, 
fi)r preparing and judging of causes in the first in- 
stance, and to have only rour i^ the judges sitting in 
each of the Inner Dtvttions ; also to increase the 
dass of cases which are to go to the Jury Court, 
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and to add to the namber of judges in that Court* 
Hie bill goes on to introduce oraer akeratibns ; but » 
the whole may be considerably ahered^ beftnre it paasw 
into a law^ the exact Fssvdt cannot be at pfesent stated. 
The judges of the Court of Setsion, Beom the time 
of their nomination by die Crown, both in their iHri« 
Tate and in their official capacity, take the title of 
Lord, and have in court purple robeSf turned up witii 
crimson ydvet. The salary of the Lord Pliesident is 
L.4300, and of the ordinary judges L.9000 per annum. 

Juiy Court 

The Commissioners appointed by Parliamoit in 1808 
to inquire into the fitness of introducing trial by jury, 
in dvil cases, into the Scottish judicial estaiblishment^ 
reported in May 1810, ^at if care was taken, " that 
no alteration of the municipal law of Scotland should 
be aftcted by the institution, that the enabluig the 
Court of Session to direct isiues of ^et to be tried by 
Jury, might afford a safe feundation on which import^ 
ant experiments might be made/' Tbie report lay ua* 
touched fbr sewral years, till, on the 30th of NoVete* 
ber 1814, the Lord Chaneeilor introdueed a \n31 for 
establishing this mode of trial in ciyil causes in Scot* 
land. This was withdrawn, and another amended bill 
brought under consideration, on 16th February 181^, 
in the House of Lords, which, after passing tnrough 
the House of Commons, receiyed the royal assent in 
April 1815. The Court was opened at Edinburgb on 
fidd January 1816, by the Lord Chief Commissioner 
Adam, Lord Meadowlumk, and LordPitmiUy. Some 
further modificadona for extendmg the practice of this 
Court were sanctioned by an act of Pmiomtot passed 
in 1819. Tlie principal object of this act is to bring 
the cases more particularly adapted for trial by jury 
into court at once, at least nearly so, without waiting 
the prdiminary duteussions in the Court of Session, 
and thus to avoid the delay which the forms of that 
court necessarily oppose to the speedy decision of law- 



COURT OF JUSriCIARY. • 12fi 

«uit8. The act also authorizes the erection of a court 
room, and the necessary offices. The judges of this 
court hdd circuit courts in the vacation between terms, 
at the principal towns in the country. The Lwd Chief 
Commissioner has a salary of L. 4000, and the two 
Lords Commissioners L. 600 each. The two latter 
have hitherto been named from the judges of the 
Court of Session ; but a member of the Faculty of Ad- 
vocates, of a certain number of years standing, may be 
appointed. The new bill noticed in the former section 
proposes considerable changes in the Jury Court. 

Court of Justiciary, 

The Court of Justiciary is the supDeme criminal ju- 
dicature in Scotland. It is composed of a Lord Jus- 
tice General, a Lord Justice Clerk, and five Lords 
Commissicmers. The office of Lord Justice General 
is Bierely a n<nninal one, and is now, it is believed, to 
be abolished altogether. The other judges, of whom 
the Lord Justice Clerk is president, hold at the same 
time the office of Judges in the Court of Session. 
The causes which come before this court are tried by 
a jury of fifteen citizens, and the prosecutions are car- 
ried on in the name of the L<H'd Advocate, for his 
Majesty's interest, as public prosecutor, and are con- 
ducted in Court by his Lord^ip and deputts, the So- 
lidtor-General, and the Agent tor the Crown. A ma^ 
jority of the jury either acquits or condemns the de- 
linquent, unanimity in opinion not being essential. 
During Uie recess of the Court of Session, the judges 
(^ this court, twice in the year, go 9n circuits, through 
the different parts of the kingdom. It requires the 
presence of three of the judges to form the High 
Court which sits in Edinburgh, but one judge can 
tiold a ekeuit court ; and it has been found, by a de- 
oision in 1763, that the judgments of circuit courts 
are not liabb to be reviewed by the H^h Court of 
Juatkiary. The jurisdiction of the court itself in 
criminal cases is supreme, and from their sentence 
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there lies no appeal. The Lcnrd Justice General bas^« 
saLuy of L. 2000, the lA)rd Justice Clerk L. 9000, asd 
the other judges L. 600 each. All of them, with the 
exception of the Lord Justice Greaeral, enjoy at the 
same time salaries as judges in the Court ci Session^ 
and any of the five ordinary Lords of Justiciary may 
also be Commissioners of the Jury Court, Uius hold- 
ing the situation of judges in three Supreme Courts. 

Court of Excheqtier. 

At what time this court was erected in Scotland is 
not known. It seems, however, to have been formed 
on the plan of that of England, the constitution and 
practice of both courts being nearly the same. The 
name Exchequer seems to be derived from the French 
Echiquier, a chequered cloth, with which the table at 
^whicm the judges sat was formerly, and is still, cover- 
ed. This court is composed of four judges, one» who 
dts as president, with the title of Lord Chief Baron, 
and three ordinary Barons. Until very lately there 
were four ordinary Barons. They have four terms in 
the year, and all revenue causes ure here tried. The 
cases are decided by a jury of twelve ; and the Court 
of Exchequer, till very lately, was the only one in 
Scotland where matters of civil right were tried in 
this manner. The Lord Chief Baron has L. 4000 a 
year, and the other three Barons L. 2000 each. 

Faculty of Advocates, 

The Faculty oi Advocates hold the same sitnation 
as Barristers or Counsel in England. The afl^rs (^ 
this Faculty are managed by a Dean^ or president^ a 
treasurer, clerk, and council, selected from the mem- 
bers. Besides the usual branches of a liberal ediiea- 
tion, those who are admitted as advocates mutt have 
gcme through a regular course of civU and Scots law ; 
and if, after due examination in public and private by 
a committee appdnted by the Faogjty, the can^Udate 
be found quafified, he obtains permission to prtotise 
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as one of their number. Every advocate besides pays 
to the society^ on being admitted^ a sum^ which has 
at various periods been augmented^ and is now L. 200 
Sterling. One half of this money goes to the support 
of the hbrary belonging to the Faculty^ which is by far 
the most valuable in Scotland. 

The Faculty of Advocates are subject to the autho- 
rity of the judges of the Court of Session ; and from 
this body the bench is supplied with judges. The 
Sheriff-deputes of the different counties of Scotland 
are likewise nominated from this society ; and^ since 
the union of the kingdoms, this profession has become 
in Scotland almost the only road to eminence. The 
Advocates and Writers to the Signet are, perhaps^ the 
most wealthy community in Edinbur^h^ and to the 
preponderance of these bodies^ the society in this city 
owes much of its peculiar character. The number of 
advocates on the roll is nearly 400. 

Society of Writers to the Signet, 

Connected with the Court of Session are the Society 
of Clerks or Writers to his Majesty's Signet. Their 
business is to subscribe the writs that pass the royal 
signet in Scotland, and practise as attorneys before the 
Courts of Session, Justiciary, and Jury Court. The 
members also possess the exclusive privilege of direct- 
ing other branches of legal practice, and are the prin- 
cipal conveyancers of the country. The office of Keep- 
er of the Signet is very lucrative ; but the business is 
performed by a deputy and clerks. The qualifications 
for admission into this body are an apprenticeship for 
five years with one of the members, after two years 
attendance at the uiniversity, and attendance on a 
course of lectures on conveyancing, given by a lecturer 
appointed by the society, (who now enjoys a Profes- 
sor's Chair in the University,) and also on the Scots 
law class in the University. 

The Widows' Scheme of the Society of Writers to 
the Signet was ibund upon a plan similar to that of 



FAELIAMENT HOUSE. If9 

his felicia regna ; under the arms the motto Uni 
unionem. But the whole ^ont of the ancient huilding 
was &ced up^ and covered by an open arcade in the 
Grecian style of architecture, begun in 1807, and the 
only part of the building which remains in its former 
state is the great hall where the Scottish Parliament 
met. This hall is 192 feet long by 49 broad. The 
roof is of oak, arched, and elegantly finished. The 
Court of Session, before its division into chambers, sat 
in an adjoining room, of much smaller dimensions, 
which was formerly appropriated for the meeting of 
the Privy Council. This apartment, after the division 
of the Court, was enlarged and neatly fitted up for the 
judges of the First Division, and a marble statue of the 
late President Blair, by Chantry, was, in 1818, placed 
behind the chair of the presiding judge. 

A new room, finished in 1808, was likewise erected 
for the judges of the Second Division, entering from 
the west side of the great Hall; and the statue of 
President Forbes, which formerly stood in a niche in 
the Outer Hall, was removed to this Court-room, and 
placed behind the chair of the Lord Justice Clerk. 
This statue was executed by Roubiliac at the expence 
of the Faculty of Advocates. 

In the great hall was also erected, in 1818, a statue 
of the late Lord Viscount Melville by Chantry. It 
stands upon a pedestal near the north end of the room. 

An addition was likewise, in 1819, built to the 
■outh end of the Parliament House, containing, in the 
lower story, a new library room, 41 by 39 feet, for the 
Faculty of Advocates, communicating with their old 
apartments on the ground floor, and two court-rooms 
on the floor above, upon a level with, and entering 
fVom die large hall, for two of the Lords Ordinary. 
These rooms are 30 feet bv 19 each, and are lighted 
from the top by lantern lights. The windows of the 
great hall have been altered to correspond with the 
f^fie of the apartment, which is lined with oak about 
m feet high all around. The other two Lords Or- 
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dimuy still remain in the Outer Hidl, and recessed 
niches hare heen made for their accommodation. 

The Scottish Court of Exchequer occnpies the apart- 
ments above, and to the east of the Parliament House, 
in the second floor. The Court-room is nearly semi- 
circular. The Jury Court also hold their sittings In 
this room. The Court of Justiciary, in their sittings 
at Edinburgh, meet in the Court-room of the Seooi^ 
Division of the Court of Session. 

The valuable library of the Faculty of' Advocates 
occupies the ground floor of the ParHament House, 
and the upper part of the adjacent building, erected 
fbr this purpose, and for the library of the Society (^ 
Writers to the Signet. The halls of those learned 
bodies, in whidi they severally hold their general meet- 
ings, are very elegant, and much resorted to by 
strangers tisiting the city. 

The equestrian statue of Charles II. in the Parlia- 
ment Square has been much admired. It was cast in 
Holland, is composed of lead, and cost L.215 Sterling. 
The insoription on the pedestal, which had been re- 
moved A*om some cause, was discoyered only a few 
years ago in clearing out a cellar under the Advocates' 
Library, and was replaced in the pedestal. But it hav- 
ing be^ discovered that the left shoulder of the horse 
was settling down, the figures were removed from tiie 
pedestal in August 18:^ for repair. This was ac- 
complished in safety, though not without considerable 
difficulty, by the erection of perpendicular supports 
and a horizontal beam, to which a block and tackle 
were affixed ; and though some of the minor ropes 
gave way in the attempt, yet neither the hone nor ois 
rider were materially injured. 

Register Office. 

The idea of erecting a building for preserving the 
public records was first suggested by the late Earl of 
Morton, Lord Register of^»tknd. The Scottish re- 
cords have been left imperfect from a variety of causes* 
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Bdwiifd I. k 8S^ to bare carried off or destroyed 
many, of th&Bi ; and afterwards Oliver Cromwell car- 
ried off the T^nainder. ^t the Restoration some of 
tliose which had been taken by Cromwell were sent 
back to Scotland by sea ; but unfortunately one of the 
i^essels which brought them was shipwrecked ; and the 
records brought by the other had not then been pro^ 
periy arranged. The place where they were kept^ too^ 
was such as did not insure safety from accidents by fire. 
The £arl of M<Mrt(nij therefore, to provide a place where 
they might be kept in safety in future, obtained from 
hislate Mijesty a grant of lll2,000 Sta-Ung, out of the 
money arising from the sale of the forfeited estates. 
The plan of tbe present building was accordingly de* 
fl^ned by Mr Robert Adam, and the foundation-stone 
was laid on the 17th of June 1774. The ceremony 
was performed under a discharge of artilleryy in pre- 
seneeof the Judges of the Courts of Session and Exche- 
quer, and in the ught of a multitude of spectators. A 
brass plate was put into the foundation-stone, with the 
following inscription engraved upon it : — Conservandis 
TabuUt PubUcU Posiium est, anno m,dcc>i.xxiv, 
munificieniia eptimi et pietissimi Priiicipis Georgii 
Tertiu In a glass vase> h^metically sealed, which 
was also placed in the foundation-stone, are deposited 
specimens of the different coins of his late Majesty. 
. This noUe edifice stands at the east end of Prince's 
Street^ about 40 feet back firom the line of the street, 
and its firont lo(^ southward along the North Bridge. 
The length of the front, firom east to west» is 200 feet ; 
the breadth, including the diameter of the dome, is 
ISO feet. The part of the building at first erected was 
only part of the intended plan ; but the necessary ac- 
cumulation of pubUc papers requiring a further exten- 
si<m, the additional buildings were b^n in 1822, and 
ave now finished. The building consists of a square 
of 200 feet» with a dome of SO £eet diameter in the 
centre. This dome is lighted from the U^ by a win- 
dow, IS feet in diameter, the firame of which is of cop- 
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Sr. A statue of his late Majesy, in miffble/by the 
on. Mrs Darner, stands under the dome. At each 
comer of the front is a little projection with a Venetian 
window, and on the top a beautifal stone hallustrade^ 
with a smidl cupola. In the middle is another pio- 
jection, three windows in breadth^ and four Corinthian 
pilasters, supporting a pediment, within which there is 
m composition the royal arms of Grreat Britain. The 
front is ornamented with a fine entablature of the Co- 
rinthian order ; and the grand outer staircase is parti- 
cularly elegant. 

In the walls in the inside of the Imilding are nume- 
rous arched divisions, disposed into presses for holding 
the records, the access to which is by a hanging galle- 
ry, which encircles the whole edlJBce. Elegant staii^ 
cases lead to the chambers where the records are kept, 
and the apartments of the cl^ks. This edifice, which 
is the most beautiful of Mr Adam's designs, is sufr 
fident to perpetuate his name, were there no other 
monuments of his taste, as an architect of the first 
merit. 

The Lord Register has the chief direction of the bu- 
siness carried on in this office, and the principal clerks 
of the Court of Session are his deputies. These have 
a number of inferior clerks under them fijr carrying 
on the affairs of the Court of Session, and other mat- 
ters which belong to the institution. The Lord Re- 
gister is a minister of state in this country. He for- 
merly collected the votes of the Parliament <«P Scotland^ 
and stilly by himself or his deputies, collects those of 
the peers, at the election of the sixteen who represent 
the body of the Scottish nobility in the Briti^ Par- 
liament. 

The internal arrangements of this office have of late 
years been much improved, and every thing connected 
with the arrangement and preservation of the pul^c 
records of the country put on the best footing, under 
the superintendence of Thomas Thomson, Esq. advo- 
cate, the present depute-clerk register. 
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Couri of Admiralty, 

The Scottish Court of Admu-alty is very ancient ; 
but the form of their proceedings of old is not much 
known^ as most of their ancient records are lost. The 
Lord High Admiral was, before the Union, his Majes- 
ty's lieutenant and justice-general on the seas, and in 
ail creeks, harbours, and navigable rivers beneath the 
first bridge. He exercised his jurisdiction by deputies, 
the judge of the High Court of Admiralty, and the 
judges of the inferior courts in diflferent districts. By 
an article of the Union, the jurisdiction of the Admi- 
ralty in Scotland is said to be under the Lord High 
Admiral of Great Britain ; but this does not seem to 
infer jurisdiction in a judicial capacity; for the decrees 
of the Admiralty Court are in civil cases subject to the 
Court of Session, and in criminal to that of the Justi- 
ciary. 

The judge of the High Court of Admiralty is ap- 
pohited by the Lord Vice- Admiral of Scotland, an of- 
ficer of state nominated by the Crown ; and those of 
the inferior courts by the judge of the High Court. 
They have a jurisdiction in all maritime cases, civil or 
criminal ; and, by prescription, the High Court has 
acquired a jurisdiction in mercantile causes, nowise 
maritime, at least where both parties prorogate, or 
agree to the jurisdiction. The Lord Vice- Admiral 
has a salary or L. 1400, and the Judge- Admiral a sala- 
ry of L.800 a-year. 

Commissary Court. 

This court was instituted by Queen Mary, in the 
year 1563, in place of the jurisdiction exercised by the 
officials of bisnops, before the reformation of religion 
in Scotland. It consists of four commissaries or judges ; 
md its original establishment has been confirmed by 
several acts of Parliament. In this court are judged 
all Matrimonial cases ; and its jurisdiction in these ex- 
tends over Scotland. Other cases are also judged here. 
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such as tesUtnentary causes^ Sic; Imt the jurisdietkm 
of the oommifltaries extends in these only over the 
three Gountiesy East, West, and Mid-Lothian. To this 
court also belongs the privilege of confirming the wills 
or testaments of natives who die abroad^ and those of 
persons who die in Scotland without any settled resi- 
dence. From the decisions of the judges of this court 
an appeal lies to the Court of ScMion. The Court, 
having no recess, is always open for hearing and det^- 
mining consistorial causes. The jac%^ have a salary 
of L. 600 each ; but their situation aoea not preclude 
them from practising as barristers before the Court id 
Session. 

Besides this, called the Supreme Commissary Court, 
there were, until verjr lat^v, inferior commissaries 
having powers in districts, wnich emlnraoed all ScoU 
land. But these inferior commissariots were all abo* 
lished by an Act of Parliament in 1823, and their ju- 
risdiction was devolved upon the sheriffs of oouuties, 
who are now therefore also commissaries in their se- 
veral sheriffdoms. This act also abolished the power 
which the Edinburgh commissaries possessed of judg> 
ing in actions for the recovery of civil debts, not ex- 
ceeding L. 40 Scots, and madid a variety of otber regu- 
lations for conducting their business. 

Lt/on Court. 

The principal officer in this court is Lyon King at 
Arms, whose office, before the Union, was to arrange 
the ceremonies of the coronations of the Scottish prin- 
ces, and on other public occasions; to inspect the 
arms of the nobility ; and to grant supporters to the 
arms of new created peers. Under the Lyon King at 
Armfr are six heralds and an equal number of pursui- 
vant8« These, in their dress of ceremony, and attend* 
cd by the other officers of this court, publish at the 
Cross of Edinburgh all proclamations issued^y his Ma- 
jesty. This Court has a Uberty of visitmg the anns of 
the nobility and gentry^ to distinguish them by proper 
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dii^renees^ and to regeter tbem in their books. The 
fbes fbr registration are for those of a nobleman twen- 
ty merks Scottish ; of a knight ten merks ; and of all 
others who hare a right to bear arms^ five roerks. 

Sheriff Court. 

As Scotbnd is divided into counties, shires, or 
stewartries, the sheriff or steward, the king's lieute- 
nant, anciently enjoyed an extensive jurisdiction, civil 
and criminal. He reviewed the decrees of the baron 
courts within his territories ; he mustered the milita- 
ry companies of militia," whose exercises were known 
by the name of weapon shawing ; and the same office 
is now renewed in the establishment of the militia of 
Scotland, the officers of which receive their commis* 
Mons ftt>m the lord lieutenant and high steward, ot 
rfieriffof the county. 

The sheriff-depute is a legal officer, wholly distinct 
fh)m, and independent of, the high sheriff. The office 
was established by act SOth Greo. II* c. 43, by which it 
was declared, that a sheriffKiepute should be appoint- 
ed to every county of Scotland, who must be an advo- 
cate of three years standing. The sheriff-depute is ap- 
pointed by the crown. He receives the royal revenues 
ftom the collectors within his district, which he pays 
into the Exchequer ; he summons juries for the trials 
befoie the Court of Justiciary ; and returns, as a mem- 
ber of parliament for the oouniy, the person who has a 
majority of suffices upon the roll of the freeholders. 
The sheriff has also a civil jurisdiction in all coses, ex- 
cept in a contest fbr the property of a landed estate ; 
and a criminal one in cases of theft and other smaller 
crimes. The office of sheriff was formerly hereditary 
in the great families ; but, by the above act of Geo. II., 
this and aU other hereditary offices were dissolved or 
annexed to the crown. The sheriff-depute is entitled 
to name a substitute, ifor whom he is responsible ; but 
liie latter is paid bj the crown^ and the substitutes 
hare now salaries httle inferior to the deputes. Hie 
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decrees of Sherifip courts are subject to review by the su- 
preme Courts of Session and Justiciary. The salaries 
of the sheriff-deputes vary fVom L.300 to L.500. The 
sheriff of Edinburghshire has L.800« and the sheriff of 
Lanarkshire L. 600. 

The Justice of Peace Court. 

The origin of Justice of Peace is of no earUer ongin 
in Scotland than 1609. At that period the king was 
authorized by Parliament to name commissioners for 
binding over disorderly persons to appear before the 
justiciary or privy-council. By subsequent acts these 
justices were empowered to judge in riots and breach- 
es of the peace ; to regulate highways, bridges^ and 
ferries ; — to execute the law against vagrants and beg- 
gars ; — to judge upon transgressors of the game laws, 
and frauds against the revenue, besides many other 
branches of jurisdiction. But in Edinbmgh, most of 
the causes which c&aie before justices in me country 
are decided by the magistrates and sheriff; and the 
principal business of the justices of the peace in Edin- 
burgh comes before them as a court for the speedy set- 
tlement of debts under L. 5, commonly called the SmaU 
Debt Court, A bill in Parliament is now in pn^ess for 
extending the jurisdiction of this court to L.100 Scots, 
or L. 8, 6s. 8d. This court sits weekly in Edinburgh, 
and at intervals in the different villages of the county ; 
the parties state their cases themselves, and the exp^- 
<;e6 of a suit are provided not to exceed 5s. Upwards 
of 5000 cases are annually decided by this court. The 
justices attend in rotation. This court, as well as that 
of the Sheriff, is held in the new buildings for the 
county lately erected. 

Solicitors before the Inferior Courts, 

Besides the bodies of Writers to the Signet and So- 
licitors of Supreme Courts, there is another body of 
law practitioners, who exclusively conduct the causes 
which come before the Admiralty, Commissaryj She^ 
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tiff and Bailie Courts. They were incorporated in 
1780, and are generally called Solicitors at Law. The 
body at present consists of about 50 members. 

New County Hall. 

This building, for the meetings of the county, 
stands at the western termination of the new library 
rooms of the Advocates and Writers to the Signet. 
The plan is taken fVom one of the finest models of an- 
tiquity, the Temple of Erectheus in the Acropolis of 
Athens. A mod^ of this temple having been seen in 
Paris by Sir William Rae, then sheriff of the county, 
he recommended it to the county and to the oommis« 
doners; and that eminent arcnitect, Mr Archibald 
Elliot, who had previously furnished a design in the 
Grecian Doric style, having examined the fragments 
among the Elgin marbles, prepared a plan, in which 
he adhered most scrupulously to the proportions, and 
otherwise assumed as much of the ancient temple as 
could with propriety be introduced into a modem 
building, intended for a different purpose. 

The principal entrance is taken £^m the Choragie 
monument of Tbrasyllus. The portico in front is sup- 
ported by four very large fluted Ionic columns ; and 
two columns of the same order ornament the north 
fVont to the Lawnmarket. 

The length of the eastern front of this building is 
102 feet 10 inches, and the northern front is about 57 
feet The interior is laid out in a large hall, 50 feet 
by 27 feet ; a court room 44 feet by 30, both 28 feet 
high ; a committee room, &c. in tne principal floor. 
The other floors are laid out in offices for the sherifi^ 
sheriff-clerks, &c It was begun in February 181<^^ 
and finished in the spring <^ 1819. 'Hie expenoe of 
the erection amounted to L. 15,000. 

Convention of Royal Burghs. 

This court was instituted in the reign of James III., 
and was appointed to be held at Inverkdthing ; but 
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it does not appear that it met earlier thau 1662. Since 
that period^ its constitution has been considerably al- 
tered, not only by acts of Parliament, but also by its 
own decrees. The Convention at present meets annu- 
ally in Edinburgh, and consists or two deputies from 
each burgh. The Lord Provost of Edinburah is per- 
petual preaklent, and the d^derks of Edinburgh are 
derks to the Convention. The powers of this court 
chiefly respect the establishment of regulations con- 
cerning trade and commerce ; and to this purpose the 
Convention has established, and, from time to time, 
renewed articles of staple contract witb the town of 
Campvere, in Holland. As the royal burghs pay a 
sixth part of the sum imposed as a land-tax upon the 
counties of Scotland, the Convention is empowered to 
consider the state of trade and revenues in the indivi- 
dual burgh^ and to assess thdr respective proportions. 
This court has also been in use to examine the con- 
duct of magistrates in their administration of the burgh 
revenue, although this properly comes under the juris- 
diction of the Court of Exchequer, and to give sanc- 
tion, upon particular occasions, to the common-council 
of burghs, to alienate a part of the burgh estate. The 
Convention likewise consider and arrange the political 
geti or constitutions of the different burghs, and regu- 
late matters concerning elections before them. The 
Convention meet in an aisle of the cathedral church of 
St Giles, Edinburgh. 

Board of Customs* 

The Board of Customs consists of one resident and 
two assistant commissioners, who manage the collec- 
tion of his Majesty's customs in Scotland. Under 
these are a secretary, and a number of other officers 
for conducting the different departments of business. 
This Board formerly occupied the back part of the 
buildings of the Royal Exchange, now occupied as the 
City CniEimbers. But th^y removed some years ago to 
Bdievue House, which is now included in the extend- 
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ed NeW Towii of Edinbargb, aii4 foyms the eastern 
termination of Great King Streets; and the offif^e is now^ 
under new arrangements^ to be' transferred to Leith. 

Board of Excise* 

The Board of Excise for Scotland is likewise manag- 
>edr by oae resident and two assigjiant commissioners^ a 
secretary^ and a number of other officers. This Boards 
upon tl)e removal of the officers of the customs to 
JLeith, are to occupy the house at Bellevue. Their 
former office ijgi St Andrew Square has been purchased 
by the Royal Bank. 

Post Office, 

The General Post Office <fi Scotland was establidied 
.in its present form by an act of Parliament in It 10. 
Before this peieiod, there were regular posts in the 
country to a few of the principal towns ; but the ad- 
vantages of posts seem not to have been duly appreciated 
in a nation at that time without much trade. In 163^^ 
Charles II, appointed ft -poi^t^' between Lo^pn and 
Edinburgh ; and in 1662^ a post was established be- 
tween Scotland and Ireland. Seven years afterwards, 
a post was appointed tQ i^ui^ twice a-week, betwe^i 
Edinburgh and Aberdeen^ and once a-week between 
Edinburgh and Inverness. , The Post Office received 
.the sanction of Parliament in 1695, at which period 
posts were established over the whole country. But 
so little productive was the revenue from this source, 
that, in tne year 1698, Sir Rob^t Sinclair of Stevenson 
had a grant from King William of the whole revenue 
of Uie Post (MUce of Scotland^ with a pensicm of L.300 
per anrmm to keep up ^^jf»^i^, which p-ant Sir Ro- 
,bert, after deliberation, gave up, !^ miav^ntt^eous. 
In 1763 the fevexme of the P^st Office of Bdmburgh 
was L, 1I,94S peramum ; and in ^783, owing to me 
.increase of trade and corr^ppndeiice^ ^e same reveiiue 
.wa» iQiw^rdsiof I>. 40^00# "the revenue is now tip- 
wards of L.' 150,000. ' 
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The Penny Post^ a considerable branch of this esta- 
blishment, was first esublished in Edinburgh, by an 
individual unconnected with the Post Office, about the 
year 1776. This singular individual, Peter William- 
son, whose Life, published by himself, contains an ac- 
count of his being kidnapped when a boy, and sent to 
America, and his residence, for years, among the North 
American Indians, by whom he had been taken {nrison- 
er, kept a coffee-room in the great hall of the Parlia- 
ment House, part of which was then partithmed off 
for shops, about the year 1775. In the course of his 
business he was frequently employed by the gentlemen 
attending the courts to send letters for them, and he 
kept a man delivering these letters for a trifle to his 
customers for some time before he seems to have form- 
ed the idea of a regular establishment for taking in let- 
ters for delivery to any part of the town. In the year 
1779 he removed to the Luckenbooths, a ridge of 
buildings in the centre of the High Street, now taken 
down ; by which time he had established a regular 
penny-post. Mr WHliamsOTi had at this period four 
men constantly employed in delivering letters. They 
went about the streets in a uniform dress, ringing a 
bell, to apprize those who wished to employ them of 
their approach. But the regular post establishment 
soon became sensible of the importance of this brandi 
of business to their revenue ; and entered into a trans- 
action with Mr Williamson for the transference of his 
right to the Greneral Post Office. 

TRie business of the General Post Office is managed 
by a Postmaster-Greneral, a secretary, and a number of 
clerks. The building formerly occupied by the Post 
Office was idtuated at the northern extremity of 1^ 
western range of buildings on the North Bridge. But, 
being too small for the establishment, a new Post 
Office has been erected in Waterloo Place, to the east 
of the arch of the Kegent Bridge, with extensive ac- 
commodations 'for the busineai of this important pub* 
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lie office. Besides this there are in dMferent parts of 
the city places appointed for the reception of lettars^ 
under the superintendence of the General Post Office. 



MUNICIPAL ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Magistracy of Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh is governed by a town-council of thir- 
ty-three members^ who have the direction of all pub- 
lic affidrs within the jurisdiction of the city. The or- 
dinary council^ however^ consists only of twenty-five 
members ; the remaining eight are named extraordincb' 
ry. The whole is composed of merchants and trades- 
men^ whose respective powers and interests were^ by 
the constitution of the burgh^ intended to be so inters 
"woven^ that an e^ual balance should be preserved be- 
tween the two pmties. 

Tlie chief magistrate^ whose office is mudi the same 
with that of the Lord Ma^or in London^ is here styled 
the Lord Provost. He is high sheriff^ coroner^ and 
admiral^ within the citv and liberties, and the town^ 
harbour, and road-stead of Leitb. He has a jurisdic- 
tion in matters of life and death, now in desuetude ; 
and, before the Union, was an officer in the Scottish 
l^arliament. He is also President <rf the Convention 
of Royal Bui^hs. In the dty he has ^e precedency 
of all the great officers of state, and of the nobility ; 
walking on the right hand of the king, or of his ma- 
jesty's commissioner and respresentative, and enjoys the 
Erivilege of having a sword and mace carried befixre 
im. The allowance to the Lord Provost from the city 
fimds, for supporting the dignity of the office, is only 
L. 800 Tier annum. 

Besides the Provost are four magistrates caUed Bai- 
lies, whose duty is netgrly equivalent to that of the al- 
dermen in London. There is also an officer, with the 
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title of Dean of Gmld, who has the ebaige of the pnb- 
lie buildiiigSy and without whose warrant no house can 
be erected within the city. The other members of the 
council are a treasurer, whose office is only nominal, 
(the money of the city being kept by a person with the 
title of Chamberlain,) three merchant, and two trades' 
councillors, and the fourteen deacons of the incorpo- 
rated trades, who, with seven members of the ooundl 
of the foregoing year> complete the magistracy by whidi 
the city and suburbs is governed. 

The Merchant Company, from whom the priBcipa] 
part of the town-counol are chosen, were incorporated 
by a charter from King Charles II. on the 29th of Oc* 
tober 1681. Before tms period, the merchants of Ed- 
inburgh formed a c(»rporation called the Gutldry, from 
which, for several ages, the magistrates were solely 
elected, to the exclusion of the persons belonging to tbe 
Crafijs or incorporated trades. 

tfy an act of Parliament, however, in the reign of 
James III., each of the incorporated trades were era-* 
powered to choose one of their number to vote in the 
election of officers for the government of the city ; 
and bjT a decreet-arbitral, dated the 29d of A]Hil 1588, 
in which King James VI. himself was umpire, the 
present set or constitution of the burgh was finally es- 
tablished. 

The fourteen incorporated trades of Edinburgh are 
as follows :•— 

1. Surgeoni.-^^Shh incorporation was erected by 
the magistrates on the 1st of July 1505. As in other 
countries of Eur(^, the profession was, at its first 
erection, conjoined with the barbers, and both these 
occupations were exercised by the same persons. * 

The duurter of erection was confirmed by James IV. 
on the 13th of October 1506 ; and Queen Mary, to 
enable the members to attend more closely on their 
patients and studies, did, by her letters-patent, of the 
1 1th May 1567, exempt them fr(Mn attending juriest, 
watching and warding within the city and liberties of 
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Kduibiirgh« Thfse grants were €ODflnned by James 
VI. in 1613^ as they likewise were by parliamettt on 
the 17th of November 1641. 

In the year 1657> the town-council, on the applica- 
tion of some of the members of this incorporation, 
erected the surgecms and apothecaries into one commu- 
nity. This erection was confirmed by Charles II. in 
1670, and by William and Mary in 1694, with an ad- 
ditional grant of liberty to practise in some of the 
neighbouring counties. The arts of surgery and 
pharmacv being thus united, the corporation laid aside 
the proi^ssion of the barber art. They continued, 
however, to supply the necessities oi the town in this 
department, by appointing a sufficient number of per- 
acms qualified to shave and dress hair, under their in- 
spection. 

The iocorpomtion continued in this state till the 
year 1722, when the Court of Session by a decree en- 
tirely separated the barbers ftom the surgeons. The 
former, Lowever, are still obliged to register their ap- 
prentices along with those of their more elevated col- 
leagues ; but the two professions, so widely different 
in the qualifications required for eadi, are now separat- 
ed for ever. 

The surgeons were again inoM'porated by a royal 
diarter, dated the 14th of March 1778, under the title 
of The Royal College of Surgeons. The hall for the 
meetings of this society stands in Surgeons' Square. 
In it are a number of i^traits of cdebrated characters 
connected with the society. Here is also a theatre fbr 
dissections, and a small museum. 

2. Ooldimitks.'^'Vhe sodet^r of Goldsmiths wos in 
ancient times attadied to the incorporation known by 
the name of Hammermen* From this society they 
were separated by the magistrates of the city in 1581, 
and erected into a distinct body. This erection was 
afterwards confirmed by r<^al charters. The gold- 
smiths of Edinburgh had a power of inspecting and 
regulating all the vesseS of silver and gold, manufac- 
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tiured not onlv in the city, bmt in other parts <^ Soot* 
land ; and likewise to destroy all that was found fake 
or counterfeit, and punish. the offenders hy fine or im- 
prisonment. This community had fixmerly a hall in 
the Parliament Square for transacting their husiness ; 
but it was destroyed by fire. The hall of the corpcm^ 
tion is now in South Bridge ^reet. 

3. iSX»iMier#.— The society of Skinners or Glavers 
was formed into a ocHporate body about the year 
1586, and their charter was confirmed by the magi- 
strates wiUi some restrietuHiBy in KSSO. The Inll of 
this incorporation is in the lane called from it Sldnncrs 
Close. 

4. jFVrrttfr#.— The society of Furriers is very an- 
cient ; but their original charters being lost, it is im- 
possible to ascertain with accuracy the time of their 
first erection into an incorporation. By a petiticm of 
this body to the magistrates, however, in the year 
1^93, complaining of the encroachments of the tailors 
and thinners on this branch a£ art, and in which they 
state thanadves >to iiave been at that time a " ddMng 
of ane, verie antient standing within burgh," they may 
be supposed to have existed as a body a conoUlerable 
time prior to this date. 

6. Hammermen. — The Hammermen were first erect- 
ed into a body corporate by the town-council in 1483. 
At this time they consisted of the arts of blacksmiths, 
goldsmiths, lorimers, saddlers, cutlers, and bucklers or 
annourers. The goldsmiths were separated from the 
haminamen (as alreadv mentioned) in 1581 ; but 
they have since received an addition to thdr number 
of several other branches of art, such as founders, cop- 
persmiths, &0. whidi has increased the number of 
trades bdonging to this incorporation to seventeen. 
In its corporate capacity, this society are patrons ofihe 
Hammermen in tne suburbs of Portsburgh and Pot- 
terrow, as they fonnerly were of those in the town of 
Leith. Their hall of meeting is in the small ancient 



IMOOllFORATIONS. 145 

Chapel of St Mary Magdalen^ in the street named the 
Cowgate. 

6. and 7. JFrf^^^an^^JIf/twon*.— These two branches 
of art were first fcomed into an incorporation by an act 
of the magistrates of Edinburgh in 1475^ and their 
charter was ccmfirmed by seyenu successive sovereigns. 
^■t this time it consisted of these two professions only ; 
but several others at different times were added. By 
a decree of the Court of Session in 1703, the bow- 
makers^ glaziers^ plumbers^ and upholsterers, were add- 
ed to the masons ; and to the wrights were attached 
the painters, slaters, sievewrights^ and coopers. This 
incorporation had fi>rmerly a hall in the lane named 
Niddry's Wynd, which, having been built on the 
site of an ancient chapel dedicated to the Holy Virgin, 
was called St Mary's Chapd. In the course of the im- 
]^vements of the city this hall was pulled down ; but 
the incorporation erected a new one in Burnet's Close, 
which still retains the ancient name. 
• A picture, which was painted for the incorporation 
in 1721, by one Chalmers, herald painter, and contain- 
ing a full length portrait of a freeman of each of the 
trsMles in the habit of their profession, had been re- 
moved when their old place of meeting was taken 
down. This picture, unaccountably mislaid, was af- 
terwards purchased at a public sale by the Earl of 
Budian for seven guineas ; but his Lordship, on learn- 
ing the wish of the incorporation to have it replaced in 
iitek hall, very handsomely presented it to them, for 
which his Lordship received the thanks and the free- 
dom of this body on the 16th May 1814. 

8. Tailors, — This society first applied to the magi- 
strates for their sanction to the laws of the body in the 
year 1500 ; but they seem to. haye been formed into a 
regular corporation before this period. Subsequent 
grants, with ample privileges, were conferred upon 
Uie taUorsby the magistrates, in 1531 and 1584, which 
were confirmed by Kings James V. and VI. To this 
incorporation anciently belonged the superiority and 

N 
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direction of all the ttilors within tbe suburbs of Edin- 
burgh and town of Leith ; and the^ still retain the siu 
periority over those in the more ancient suburbs. This 
bodj had the honour to receive a letter from Jiunes 
VI.^ requesting the freedom of the incorporation for 
one Alexander Millar^ gratn> on account of his '^ gude 
service in making and working the abulziements of 
oure awin persone." 

9. Bakers,^^The time wImr this fvaternitj wCTt 
erected into an incorporation is unknown. It musi 
have been, however, before the year 16S3, as by a 
^rant from the common council in that year, con€em« 
ing the grinding of com at the town mills, they i^ 
pear to have had a deacon ttid master. The membm 
of this corporation have the sole privilege of baking' 
Inread within the city ; bwt ^ Court of Sessioii htur 
ktely found that bread ma^ be soid within the t^ 
and Ebertie% provided H has been baked widioat the 
same. 

10. Fk^ters,^^The Fleshers or Butchers are a very 
ancient incorporation ; hot the precise time of their 
being established into a society is not with certainty 
known. The first laws and regulations fbr this bod/, 
however, were granted by the magistrate^ of the eiff 
in 1488 ; which makes it probable that they had not 
been long Ibrmed into a fraternity before that period. 

11. Cordi7i€rs,'^The Cordiners or Shoemakers were 
erected into an incorporate body by a charter from die 
town-council in the year 1449, Their charter was^ 
confirmed by an additional one in 1536$ and received 
the royal sanction of James VI. in 169S. 

13: Weavers, — The Webster s or Weavers of Edm- 
burefa were fonned into a fraternity by the mi^strates 
on the Slst .Kanuary 147S. 

13. Waukers, — ^'l*hia society seems to have been 
incorporated bv the magistrates of the city about- the 
year 1500. The trade of Hatters was conjoined with 
them in 1§72, and they now form one incorpnora- 
tion. 
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14. Bonneimakers — This trade was anciently at- 
tached to the inc(»*poration of Waukers; but from 
these they were separated, and erected into a <listinct 
body by me magistrates in the year 1530. About the 
middle of the seyenteenth century, by the introduction 
of the wearily of hats in place of bonnets, this society 
was nearly dissolved ; but^ upon an application to the 
town-ooundl in 168^ the trade of a Litster or Dyar 
was united to them, although the incorp(»ration still 
goes under its former name. 

Candkmakers. — The Candlemakers form an incor- 
porated trade in Edinburgh, though they have not the 
privilege of sending a member to the common-eoun- 
ciL They lost this privile^ in 1582, by not produc- 
ing their charter and signing the reference made in 
that year to the arbiters appointed by James VI., at 
which time the present set or constitution of the 
burgh was establismed The Candlemakers, however, 
possess all the other rights and privileges which are 
exercised by the incorporated trades. The time of 
their original erection is unknown, but their privileg- 
es were confirmed by a charter fr<Hn the magistrates 
in 1517. 

Such are the bodies from which the magistrates of 
Edinburgh are elected. The election is conducted in 
the following manner :— A leet or list of six persons is 
made oiit by each incorpcHration, from which number 
the deacon bejmigii^ to |hat inc^rpwat^on is to be 
ehosen. These lists are ihen laid b^ore the oommoo- 
omndl of tweaty-five, who *' shorten the kets" by 
Btrikiag out one half of the names fr<»n each ; and 
from the three lenuaning ones the deacon is to be 
ehosea. Whea this dection is over^ the new deacons 
are presented to the council, who choose six of them 
to be ordinary members of th^r body, and the six dea- 
eoBs of the Ibrmer year leave their puices. The counr 
&l of twenty-five next proceed to tne Section of three 
aercfaant and tw9 trades' councillors, L^ts or lists 
are tb^ made out, from which the lord faeofiMt, dean 
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of guild, treasurer, and biulies, must be chosen. The 
candidates for each of these offices are three in num- 
ber; and the election is made by the thirty members 
of council, joined to the eight extraordinary councils 
deacons. 

This manner of election, by the magistrates having 
the power of shortening the usts, and, of course, con- 
trolling the whole, has long been complained of; and, 
for the purpose of procuring a new and improved con- 
stitution to the city, better adapted than the former to 
the present state of the community, the election of 1817 
was challenged, and its merits brought before the Su- 
preme Court. The action, however, was, after a liti- 
gation of three years, compromised. 

The business of this city is managed by the ordU 
nary council of twenty-five, the eight extraordinary 
deacons being only called in on certain occasions, when 
their number is increased to thirty-three, and the 
meeting is on this occasion called the extraordinary 
council. The ordinary council meet every Wednesday 
for the dispatch of business. 

To the town-council are attached four Advocates, 
under the name of Assessors, who assist and direct 
them in their deliberations on difficult or contested 
cases. 

Criminal Cowr^.— The magistrates of Edinburgh 
hold a court in which are tried all criminal causes 
that occur within the city and liberties. They have a 
Tight to inflict arbitrary punishments, and the Lord 
Provost, in certain cases, has a jurisdiction in matters 
of hfe and death. But this jurisdiction is not now ex- 
ercised ; the magistrates only, in capital crimes, taking 
a precognition, or forwarding the business for the su- 
preme courts. 

Badlii Court.-^The Bailie Court tries all causes fet 
debt and civil trespass that occur within the jurisdlo- 
tion of the city. One bailie only sits at a time ; andf 
bdng in office for one year, the four bailies sit in 
this court each three months alternately. Actions to 
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any tmomit agunst an iniidbitfat of EdiBlmrgk can 
be judged in this court. 

Ten Merk CowrU-^^This oourt is tikewlse lieM bjr 
the nn^trateB of Edinburgh fot the recovery^ in a 
summary manner, of all petty stims not exceeding ten 
merkflt Soots, or lis. l|d« Stewing, except in the ease 
<Kr servant!' wagetk, imch can 1^ sued for to uiy a*> 
MOiitit. It -was instituted as a relief fen: the poorer 
^^ix& of citizens, who might not be able to en^er iiito an 
expen8i^v<e litigation. 

nean €f oidld CoKrf.— This court is composed of 
an office, called the Dean of Guild, assisted by a 
council of four members, appointed by the magisteates. 
tt takes cognieanoe of all die buildings whidi are 
erected ^vriUiin the city and liberties, none of which 
ean be built without a warrant from this court. It 
hfas idso the pHvilegnes of Tisiting and inspecting such 
iio«ise8 as are insufficient, or in danger of M&ig down, 
and has a power of condemning tiiem, if found inse« 
cure, and of obUgingthe proprietors to pull them down 
and rebttiid ihem. The Dean of GuHd Court inspects 
a^d regulates aU the weights and naeasures used in the 
city ; and has a power of seizing sudi as are found 
deficient, and punishing the persons who use them by 
fine and confiscation. This court likewise lakes iic- 
OMrtit eC dU the meichants i^id tradesiaien within the 
town ; and sees that n«ie exercise ihdr professions 
except those who ha*ve been idmitted to the freedom 
ofltiedty. 

The Lord Provost is lord lieutenant of the city, and 
the four bailies are justices of the peace ex officio with- 
in the liberties. 

The magistrates of Edinburgh, also, as superiors of 
the 8ubui& of Oanongate, Easter and Wester Ports^ 
bu]^» and the town of Leith, have the appdntment 
of iMtrofi-bailies for diese districts; and these in their 
turn ttpf^t persons witli the title of resident bailies, 
who hold courts f^r the trial of f^etty ounces. The 
chief magistrate of Leith has the title of Admiral. 

N 2 
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The revenue of Edinburgh consists of an impost on 
wines, the shore dues of Leith, duties on markets, an- 
nuity or ministers' stipend, landed property, feu-du- 
ties. See. ; the wh<^ amounting, for year ending 4th 
October 1824 to L. 45,075, lis. lOd. The expendi- 
ture for the same year was L. 47,581, Os. 7d., leaving 
a temporary deficit of L. 2505,8s. 9d., occasioned bv 
payments made on account of fouildinc the new church 
at Bdlevue. These revenues are collected and k^. 
by a person with the dtle of Ci^ Chamberlain, ^ 
office of U r ea B i T ft;! being now m ere l y nominaL -^Se» 
office of chamberlain was instituted by the town-coun- 
cil in 1766. 

The hall where the magistrates formerly transacted 
the city business was situated at the north-west en- 
trance of the Parliament Close. But this buildiM 
having been removed to make way for the erectiiii^ 
the new library rooms, the north side of the Wir<}iiHg^ 
buildings is now occupied as the city chamlbers. Jm 
the council-room is a ^^e bronze sttftue of his l^ 
Majesty, which was accidentolly discovered some y^ji^ 
ago in the box in which it had been transmitted tw^ 
years before. The different city offices likewise oc^ 
py apartments in this building. . i 

In their official capacity, the provost and bailies srQ 
clothed in esadet robes^ and the. sttt of the miWlhim 
of die council in bkck gowns. A sword and mace are 
carried before them on all public occasions ; and the 
provost, bailies, and dean of guild, wear chahisof goM 
as part of their official dress. 

• JVew Prison, 

The New Prison stands on the Calton Hill^ on jthe 
south side of the new approach to the city, and imiiitf* 
diately to the west of Bridewell. It is in the BsifQKfi 
style af architecture, was founded in September iMSi 
and finiidied for the reception of prisoners in Ssgtecoh 
her 1817. The building is in length 194 feet by 40 
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feet deep^ and is divided into six classes of oeUs^ four 
for men, and two for women, besides a division con^ 
taining condemned cells, and an airing ground attach- 
ed. Each of the classes have on the ground floor a 
day-room with a flre-place, an open arcade for exer- 
cise in bad weather, and an airing ground supplied 
with water. Each class has ajso a staircase, and un- 
der it a water-closet. The staircase leads up to the 
cells in the second floor. The size of the cells is 8 feet 
by 6, and each is intended to contain one prisoner. 
An elm plank is fixed into the wall for a bed, the win- 
dow is grated and glazed, and a thorough draught of 
air is procured by means of perforations throi^n the 
interior walls. The number of cells is flfty-eisht in 
both stories. The chapel is in the centre of the build- 
ing above the entrance, and occupies two stories. It 
is divided in the lower story into separate boxes, 
which contain the felons according as they are classed, 
and above is a gallery for debtors. A central passage 
communicates with all the cells and the chapel, and at 
each divisbn of the classes is an iron swing-door. At 
the top of the building are four infirmary rooms for 
the sick. 

The keepers' lodge is so constructed that they ean 
see into all the airing grounds at once ; and in the in- 
terior of the prison is a commodious kitdbeu, a bath, 
and a copper for purifying their clothes. 

The house of the governor, or captain of the jail, as he 
is here called, is placed upon an eminence which over- 
looks the prison. It is a very picturesque building in 
the Gothic style of architecture : and contains apart- 
ments for the governor, and a committee-room for the 
jail commissioners. The view from the platform on 
the top of the house is very much admired. 

On each side of the gate are rooms for the turnkeys 
who keep the three gates. The platform over the 

fateway was once intended as the place of execution ; 
ut the idea of executing crimmals here is, it is believ- 
ed, now given up. The whole of the buildings are 
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surrottnded by a boundary vrtSl BbovA tivsenty &et ia 
height. The boundary wall and maflBire gate of a 
prison fot debtors is buih on the east side of Brvle»> 
well ; but it Is hoped that the present building wOi 
long accommodate all the unfortunate inditiduaia whose 
misfortunes or crimes render it necessary to depriyc 
them of persond liberty. 

Two years ago^ in consequence of Uie groat number 
of boys committed to this prison^ who were Jfound qmte 
destitute of education^ a (school was instituted, whicfr 
has been found of great benefit. And more lately, a 
few gentlemen, with the approbation of liie ma^strates, 
formed themselves into a committee for the purpose of 
introducing a modification of the London [dan of IVi- 
son Discipnne. l%e scheme it is to be hoped wiM ftdfil 
the benevolent intentions which prompted to tbe jm* 
dertaking. 

The old Tolbooih or prison fiftood In die asiddie of 
the High Street, at the north- weet comer of St Giles'a 
church, and was pulled down in 181 f. It is said to 
have been erected in the year 1561, not merely for the 
purpose of a prison, but likewise for tbe acoommodi- 
tion of Parliament, and the courts of justice. But this 
seems a mistake ; the place where m& Soottidi Parlia- 
ment met) previous to their occupying the present 
Farliam^t House, being what was called the New 
Tolbooth, or High Council fi4)om, and more lately th« 
Justiciary Court Room, which was erected ki tS64: 
The confusion has arisen fhnn the (me buikling being 
repaired, and the other built nearly at the aame tina^ 
and from being in the near vicinity of one another 
The last Parliament at whidi the kii^ fnfeaided was 
held in the Tolbooth, immediaitely alterllie ecnonalioii 
of Charles I. in 16S3. • 

* The old Tolbootk, the name which this huUcling assum- 
ed after the new council room was built, is further remark- 
able, as fiirmslung the scene of one of the principal incidents 
in the tale of <« The Heart of Mid-Lethian." The H%h 
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The great entrance door of this prison^ with its 
massive lock and ponderous key^ and a considerable 
part of the circular tower in which it was placed^ 
were, upon the demolition of the buildings carefully 
removed (each stone heing numbered) to Abbotsfor^ 
the romantic residence of Sir Walter Scott, Bart, 
where it has reassumed its venerable appearance, and 
affi}rds an entrance to this beautiful but singular struc- 
ture* 

Canongate ToWootk* 

The Canon^te Tolbooth or prison, as appears from 
on inscription on the front, seems to have been either 
built or repaired in the reign of James VI. The 
building contains a court-room for the baron-bailie of 
the district, and is surmounted with a spire and clock. 
It stands on the north side of that part of the High 
Street named Canongate. Besides this there are court- 
houses and prisons iu the other suburbs ; but none of 
these deserve particular notioe. 

BridewelL 

The Edinburgh Bridewell was founded on the 30th 
of November 1791. Before this period the city of 
Edinburgh had an institution of a similar kind, under 
the name of the Ho%i9e of Correction^ for the reception 
of strolling poor, vagrants, and prostitutes. This es- 
tablishment was projected in 1632; and being the 
first of the kind in the town, a person was brought 
fhnn England to sujperintend its management. The 
accommcMaition provided by the magistrates for this 
establislmient was for fifty culprits; and the allot-i 
ted expence of this numlier was L. 100 per annum. 
The motives of the council for this erection were 



Council Room, or new Tolbooth^ was remov^ to make way 
for the erection of the Advocates' and Writers to the Signet's 
Library rooms. 
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that " therein vertew might be Advanced, vice siap- 
pressit, and ydill people compellit to betake them- 
8el£& to sum vertew and industrie." The houses first 
occumed by tius establidimeiit were situated in Paul's 
Work ; but afterwards a house netx the Charity "Wcwk 
House was appropriated to this purpose. This in 
course of' time, being found on a scale too small for 
the increased pc^pulaticm of the city, a new Bridewell 
was projected^ and the present building reared. It 
stands on the Calton Hill^ immediately to the east of 
the New prison, l^e foundation-stone was laid by the 
£ari of Morton, as Grand Master Mason of Scotland, 
attended by the lord provost, magistrates and towB- 
council in their robes, and in presence of a numba: 
of noblemen and gentlemen. In the foundation-stone 
were put two crystal bottles, containing the diSeremi 
coins of his late Mcnesty ; an almanack and nev^s^ 
papers of the day, and a plate of copier with a suitable 
inscription. 

The building is of a semicircular form, and viras built 
from a plan of the late celebrated Mr Robert Adam. 
It consists of ^ye floors, the upper one of which is used 
as an hospital and store-rooms. A passage goes along 
the middle of the semicircular part of the buildings 
widi apartments on each side. The apartments on the 
<eutward side of the curvature are smaller than those 
in the inside. They atje also double the number, and 
are used as separate bed-chambers. The apartments 
in the inn^ side of the flemidnde, of which there are 
thirteen in eadi floor, are allotted for labour. They 
bave a grate in fronts and look inl9 an inner court 
Opposite to these^ in the straight side of the buildings 
is a dark apartment, vridi narrow vnndows, flrom whien, 
widiout being seen, the governor has a view of the 
persons at work. The bedchambers are lighted by a 
lohg narrow window in each, and their furniture con- 
osts ef a bed and a Bible. 

l^is building was flaished in 1796, and opened for 
the reception of culprits of both sexes. The expenoe 
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€£ its erection was defrayed by an assessment on the in- 
habitants of the city and county^aided by a grant of 
Li. 5000 from government. 

The number of night cells is 144, of whidi ten are 
occupied as store-rooms^ making the deposable cells 
134^ whik those for the da^ are 52, 

An account is opened with every prisoner upon his 
entrance, and in ^vooraUe circumstances be is allow* 
ed the excess of his labour above the payment of his 
board. The mere board of each prisoner is 2^. per 
diem ; and 4d. ptr day on each person committed pays 
the whole annual expence of the establishment^ exdtt« 
sive of the salaries. 

Several Tread^MilU have been lately erected^ with 
an apparatus for cutting corks^ whidi promise to be at- 
tendtti with much benefit^ the severity of the labour 
being conceived sufficient to deter most culprits from 
running the chance of a second commitment. The 
Tread-MiUs in this prison are conceived to be on a 
better principle than many of those in England- One- 
half the diameter ot the wheel moves under ground^ 
which renders accidents from a fall of no consequence^ 
and the manner in which the hands are supported pre- 
vents the possibility of culprits hanging by them so as 
to neduce their exertions- 

From an improvement also lately made, the wak- 
ing cells are eompktdy screened from tlie view of one 
another, without detracting fr-om the necessary supply 
of Kglkt and air. 

A Penitendary or house of refrige^ where the inmates 
might be made to pass through an ranproving course of 
disdptee, better fitted fx their asain mixing in so- 
ciety, has been suggested as a desktwk addition to thia 
eslabliEtoient. 

Weigh'house. 

The etty Weigh-house fi>rmerly stood at the upper 
end of the lane called the West Bow, neerl^ in the 
middle of ^ street. Al what time n w^ erected is 
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ing ^nd Warding ; by yAaxAi tbe trading part of ihe 
iiihabitaDtA were obliged to watch alternately^ in order" 
to suppress occasional disturbances. This, however, 
becoming i» time eJctremely inconvenient, the town- 
Goanci], m Y648,' a{^inted a body of sixty men to be 
raised ; the captain of whieh was to have a monthly 
pay of L. 11, 8sw 3., two lieutenants of L. 2 each, two- 
Serjeants of L. 1, 59., and the private men of 15s. each. 
No regular ftmd was established for defraying the ex- 
pence, the consequence of which was, that the oli} 
method of watching and warding was resumed ; but the 
people on whom this service devolved were now become' 
so relaxed in their discipline, that the mi^istrates 
were threatened with having the king's troops quarter- 
ed in the city, if they did not appoint a sufficient 
guard. To prevent this measure firom being resorted 
to, forty men were raised in 1679, and in 1663 the 
number was increased to 108. 

After the Revolution, tbe town-council complained 
of the guard as a grievance, and requested Parliament 
that it might be removed. Their request was imme- 
diately complied with, and the pld method of watch- 
ing and warding was renewed. This, however, w^ 
now so intolerable, that the very next year they appli- 
ed to Parliament for leave to raise one hundred ancF 
twenty^x men for the defence of the city, and to tax 
the citizens for their payment. This being likewise 
granted, the corps was raised, which continued for 
many years to discharge aH the duties of watchmen, 
iltsder the name of the Town Guard. This veneraWe 
bttdy, on the introduction of the first police bill, was 
reduced to an officer and thirty men, as a guard to the 
provost ; and this last remnant was finally disbanded 
in September 1187, on the demolition of the old Tdl- 
beoth, the lower part of which was occupied as their 
guard-room. 

The dafy-arma of the town guard were the same 
as those used by the king's forces ; but hi domg the 
duty of watchmen during the night, they were armed 

1 



poucfi. id9 

with a weapon <;idled a fsockaber aafe, an aaci^it Scot- 
tish oSenBiye weapon^. the use of which had in every 
other place being long discontinued. 

In addition to the town^guard^ the city had fcnnnerUr 
41 militia of its 4wn^ ^called the Trained Bands, whim 
consisted of sixtf en companies of 100 n>en eaeh> with 
proper officers. They were in use to parade every yeir 
at the anniversary of his Majesty's birth ; but <mly the 
c^icers now remain, who are elected annually. Of 
these the provost had^ and still bears^ though the u>- 
stitution for any useful purpose is entirely dissolved^ the 
title of coloneL 

F(Nr the security of the city there is likewise a So- 
ciety of High Constables^ who are periodicAlly dected 
from the respectable merchants and tradennen. This 
;eomety is under the direction of the magistrates^ tmd 
is governed by a moderator or president^ treasurer, and 
secretary. A considerable number of the dtizens also^ 
under the title of extraordinary constables, are Mahte 
to be called upon in any emergency for the preservaN 
tionof the peace. 

The different suburbs of the town have alao consti^ 
hhs appointed, who are under the jurisdiction of the 
^riff and magistrates. 

The old system of police having beai found insuffi- 
cient lor the city in its present extended state, an a^ 
plication was made to Parliament, in 1805, for a polidB 
bill for the city. This bill received the sanction of 
the Legislature, and was begun to be acted upon, and 
a police court opened in Edinburgh, on the 15th of 
July 1805. 

By this statute m Court of P«Uce was established, 
jtthder the superintendence of a person with the title 
of Judge of Police, and a clerk. Under him wtere i^ 
injectors, for the difi&rent wards into which the city 
was divkled. Every publie outrage every tbeif^ nob- 
Iwry, or de^edation, every obstructicHi^ nuisaDiee^ or 
%r0acfa pf cleanliness, and every imposition or over- 
iiiarge m articles undar the cc^gaizaDee of the pi^ce 
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8Ct» were deemed public oflSmces^ and were prosecuted 
by the inspectors of the wards. The examination of 
the offender and witnesses was, in this court, taken 
ifuianter, and viva voce, and the sentence pronounced 
was immediately executed. The Judge of Police was 
empowered to punish by fines and compensation for 
damages, by impriscmment in jail, or by commitment 
to Bndewell. 

A^r an experiment of nearly seven years, this me- 
thod of r^ulating the police of the city was found in 
many respects objectionable, and a new bill hayine 
been brought in, in place of the former act, it passed 
the House of Lords on the 17th June 1812. By this 
statute, which abolished the office of Judge of Police, 
the city was divided into twenty-six wards, with three 
resident commissioners for each,— a superintendent was 
appointed,— the sheriff of the county and magistrates 
of Edinburgh were appointed judges, — and it contain- 
ed various enactments for the lighting, cleaning, watch* 
log, paving the streets, and other matters of general 
police. The term of this act being about to expire, an 
amended act was procured in 1 822. The business is 
now managed by a superintendent, a clerk and three 
lieutenants. The total expence of the establishment, 
for the year ending May 1824, was L. 20,292, 6s. 5d., 
levied at the rate of Is. per pound on a rental of 
L. 373,786. 



BANKS. 

Bank of Scotland, 

The Bank of Scotland was erected by an act of Par- 
liament in 1695. By the statute of erection the 
company were empowered to raise a joint stock of 
L.l,20O,00Q Scots, or L.100,000 Sterling. The affiiirs 
43£ the company are managed by a governor, deputy^ 
governor, and twenty-four directors. The capital 
stock is divided into shares^ of which the smallest it 
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I^lOOd^^eet^aBfdtbekfgettL.dOiOOO; In tiie cieei. 
tion of office Ipearers^ tbe quidifieations re^ubite «m^ 
thai the ^yeifior must be possessed of at least L.9000 
in tbe fitock of die company, the depatf governor 
h^OOO, and L. 3000 fbr each of the direclOTs. Pro* 
prietors who have a share of L. 1000 of stock are entifr- 
led to vote in tbe election of managi^rs ; and those who 
hajire stock above that sum have a vote €x every L. leoo. 

In the year 17f4, this company ot)taiiied an act to 
eeinxfse their caottal to L.3,400,000 Scot% or L.200,000 
Sterling. By this act it was provided, that no (me in* 
dividual should possess in whole more than L.40,000 
in stock, and the qualification for the offices of gdver- 
nor and directors was doubled. The sto^ of this 
bank is at present oiie miUiion and a haM Steriingb 

The banluBg-offiee of this company is at the head 
of the entrance to the Earthen Mound. The dead 
MmU on the north part of the edifice, where the declivity 
iu greatest, is covered by a stone curtain, ornamented 
with a ballustrade. The south fhmt is pretty ele>* 
gant. A small dome rises from the centre; and in 
ibe firont are ifonr mvjections. A range of Carinthiah 
pilasters decorate the second floor ; And over the door, 
in the recess formed by the projections, is a Venetian 
window, ornamented with two columns of the Corin- 
thian order, and surmounted with the arms of the 
Bank. The design fbr this building was chiefly fhr- 
nii^bed by dke late Mr Richard Crichtofii ; and from its 
tttualion it forms no inconsiderable addition to the ar- 
chitectural ornaments of Edinburgh. 

Royal Bank. 

The Royal Bank of Seirtiand was ettahiiidied an the 
3l6t of May 1787. The stock of this company at first 
eoBsisted m ilie equivalent meney which was due t# 
Sootlaad at the Union. Propnetors of these sums^ 
to ^ e&tent of L. 111,000 Sterling, were the original 
adbtoibetB. Bmt this stock being insnffictent for ear« 
rjring on die busiaeas of the oompany, a second diarter 
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was granted them in 1738, by wbidi they were 
powmd to raise their stock to L. 150^000 Sterlitig> 
and subsequently to L. l^OOO^OOO. The business is 
managed by a governor^ deputy-governor^ directors^ 
and extraordinary directors. Toe person elected go- 
vernor must hold shares in the stock of the company 
to the amount of L. 2000 Sterlings the deputy-gover* 
nor L. 1500, the directors L. 1000, and the extraordb- 
nary directors L.500. The sum of L.300 entitles the 

E'oprietors to a vote in the management of affidrs, 
.600 to two, and L.1200 to four. The present stock 
of this company amounts to one million and a half 
Sterling. 

The Royal Bank is situated in St Andrew's Square^ 
on the north side of the opening to what was formerly 
the Excise Office, but wmch building has been lately 
purchased from government by the Royal Bank. 

By an arrangement with the proprietors of the Bank 
of Scotlan4» commonly called the Old Bank, and those 
of the Royal Bank, nvalship in business is prevented, 
the former allowing the Royal Bank to have a branch 
in the city of Glasgow, while the Bank of Scotland, on 
the other hand, have agents in all the other towns of 
Scotland. 

British Linen Company • 

' This bank was established by a charter on the 5tli of 
July 1746, with a view to encourage. the linen manu- 
facture in Scotland. The capital of the company is 
L. 500,000, and the business is managed by a gover- 
nor, deputy-governor, and directors. The qusdifica- 
tion required for a governor is, that he must have at 
least L. 1000 Sterling in the stock of the company, of 
a deputy-governor L. 500, and of a director L. 300. 
F^rietors of stock to ^e amount of X. 200 have a 
vot4 those of L. 500 have two votes, and those who 
pmsess L. 1000 have four votes. To the erection of 
this bank, in a great measure, was owing the floarisb- 
ing state of the linen trade in Scotland. The oomparf 
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ny's offiee is situated on the south side of the opening 
in St Andrew's Square, in front of the Excise Office. 

The Commercial Banking Company of Scotland 

Was established in 1810, by a number of merchants 
and others, and is managed by ordinary and extraordi- 
nary directors, in the same manner as the other pub- 
lic banking houses in the city. The capital of the 
company is three millions Sterling, and they have 
agents in the principal provincial towns. Their office is 
situated at the bottom of a small lane in the High Street. 

All these banks issue promissory notes for various 
sums, not under L. 1 Sterling, payable on demand in 
cash or Bank of England notes. 

The National Bank. 

This new banking company has been recently form- 
ed, with a lar^e capital; on the principle of all the 
shareholders being connected with trade, manufiictures, 
&c. The business is to be conducted, like the other 
banking Companies, imder the superintendence of a 
board of directors. 

Besides these however;, there are a number of pri- 
vate banking offices in Edinburgh of great respectabili« 
lity. Only two of these, however, issue promissory 
notes, viz. that of Sir William Forbes and Company, 
and Messrs Ramsays, Bonars, and Company. The re- 
mainder, of which there are seven, employ their capi- 
tal in the discounting of bills and other branches of the 
banking business. 



INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

Friendly Insurance* 

Thb first insurance company against fire established 
in Edinburgh was the Friendly Inmrance. This in- 
stitution had its origin in 1720, in the circumstance of 
a number of proprietors mutually agreeing to insure 
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die hoaaes of each other^ by « tleowit amoonliiig to 
the fifteenth part of the value of the sulyects protect- 
ed. The.premiums thus raised were to be considereil 
as the joint stock of the company, and the shares to be 
held in proportion to the capital inrested. In 1727« 
the magistrates granted this company a seal of cause^ 
erecting them into a bod^ corporate ; and they after- 
wards obtained the sanction of the Legislature in the 
reign of George II. In 1 767^ their c£^tal having accu- 
mulated beyond what was necessary to protect the 
property of the share-holders, they resolved to admit 
no more members on the orighwd plan ; and the cmn- 
pany hat since continued to insure property of all kinds 
against fire^ upon the payment of an annual premium, 
as in other institutioas of the same nature. Their 
office is situated in. North Bridge Street. 

Caledonian Fire Insurance Ccmpany. 

tiie Caledonian Fire Insurance Company was the 
next Edinburgh establishment of this description. It 
was instituted in 1805, with a capital of L. 150,000, 
and obtained a royal charter in 1810, confirming the 
joint and individual responsibility of all the partners. 
The stock is divided into shares of L. 100 each, of 
which no individual can hold above ten, and is manag- 
ed by a board of directors. The office of the company 
is situated in Bank Street. 

Hercules Fire Insurance Company, 

The Hercules Fire Insurance Company was esta- 
blished in February 1809, upon a plan similar to that 
of the Caledonian Fire Insurance Company. Their 
capital is L. 750,000, held in shares of L. 100 each ; 
and the business is conducted under the superinten- 
dence of boards of ordinary and extraordinary direc- 
tors. Their office is in the new buUdinge, North 
Bridge Street. 

North British Fire Office, 
The North British Fire Office, the fourth establish- 
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ment of this nature in Edinburgh^ was oommenoed in 
ISOf , with a capital stock of L. 500,000. This com- 
pany have lately procured a royal charter, extend- 
ed their business to the insurance of liyes, and increas- 
ed, their capital to one million. 

Scottish Life Assurance Company. 

This association was formed in 1813, with a Yiew to 
extend the advanti^es of life assurance to all classes of 
ihe community, and was the first establi^ment of this 
description in Edinburgh. It is formed upon the model 
of the Equitable Society in London. 

Insurance Company of Scotland, 

This company was established in 18S1. The capitid 
is divided into small shares for the accommodation of 
every dass of insurers ; and the business is managed 
by a board of directors, as in the other offices. Tnis 
office has lately extended their capital so as to embrace 
Life Assurances. 

Edinburgh Life Assurance Company. 

This company was established in 1823, for the pmw 
poses of effecting assurances upon lives and survivor- 
ships, the purchase and sade of annuities, the endow- 
ment of children, &c. with a capital of L. 500,000. 

Scottish Union Insurance Company. 

This company was instituted on the 20th November 
1884, for fire and Ufe assurances, and is one of the 
many joint stock companies projected about that time* 
in consequence of the low rate of interest, and the 
overflow of capital. The capital stock is five millions, 
divided into L. 20 shares ; and it is obligatory on all 
the diare*holders to insure with the company to dou- 
ble the amount of their shares. This office has a 
board of management at Glasgow, and agents in the 
principal towns. 
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AJSaa InsuroMCi Oomfony was egUUidied Id £dm« 
Jbnigh in 18 16* Their mce is in Hunter's S^iuare^ 
and the business U condueted under the superinten- 
dence of a board of directors. 

All these companies have agencies in the different 
towns of Scotland; and their establishment has re- 
tained in -the country mimy large sums which were 
foiBierly paid to the agents of Eng^h institutions 
against loss by fire. Most of the great London esta- 
hushments lutve^ however, stiU branches in Ediu- 
hurgh ; and the number and successs of these is a proof 
of &e extent to which property of every kind is now 
protected against loss from accidents by fire. Many 
of these establishments also transact life assurances^ 
ajid c^'ttBt annuities. 



LITERARY ESTABLISHMENTS. 

ffigh School. 

The present grammar-school^ emphatically called 
^le Hi§^ School, was established in the year 1578. 
'The nagitfteates of the city at that time having ac- 
•miired a right to the property of the religious orders 
about Edinburgh^ and bdng disappointed m their pro* 
ject of erecting an university, founded a building for 
the use of a grammar-school. This building stood 
nearly in the place where the present High School 
atands. It was erected in a cemet^ which former^ 
^longed to the monastery called *' Mansio H^gis, 
founded by Alexander II. in 1230. This oonvent be- 
longed to the i^ars of the Dominican order. It was 
destroyed by fire in 162S, and was scarcely rebuilt, 
when the iftnj of the reformers again devoted it to de- 
molition. Becoming the property of the magistrates 
^f Edinburgh at ftat period, the first estaUi^ed 
grammar-school was erected, as above noticed. 

The institution owed its beginning, in 1578, to the 



MIOH SCHOOL. 1#7 

" earnest dealhig of James Lawson, minister of Edin- 
burgh^" and at first consisted only of a master and 
usher ; but, before the end of the century^ it was es* 
tablished nearly in its present form. The elementary 
books^ at this time, as appears from the town-council 
raster, were Dunbar's Rudiments^ Corderius's Collo- 
quies^ portions of Erasmus, Terence, Ovid, Virgil, Sal- 
mst, Csesar, Cicero, and Buchanan's Ptohns. 

The great increase of scholars hrring rendered the 
former buildings insufficient for their accommodation, 
a new suit of apartments became necessary, and the 
foundation of tWe present High School was laid by the 
late Sir Wil&m Forbes, as Ghrand Master Mason of 
Scotland, on the 24th of «Fune 1777. It is situated on 
the spot where the former school stood, and m the 
place called from it the High Sckoof Yards, a little to 
the north-east of the Royal Infirmary It is a plaiki 
but commodious building, in the middle of a consi- 
derable area. It consists of &ye apartments, besides a 
great hall where the boys meet for prayers, and a room 
appropriated for a library. 
' The teachers are a rector and four masters. Each 
of the four masters has a separate class, whieh they 
conduct four years in progression, till fitted fbr the 
more advanced elasses of the rector. By this means 
one of the masters annually, in October, opens a dasa 
fbr the rudiments of the language. The boys remain 
jhni the rector's class for one or two years. Once a week 
the rector visits one of the classes m rotation, ihe ma»- 
ter of which, at the same time, visits and examines the 
rector's class. The stated fees for the High School are 
10s. 6d. quarterly ; hut Jive quarters are paid for. The 
rector and masters have also trifling salaries. The 
rector receives, in addition to his other emoluments* 
Is. quarterly f^om all the boys, and the janitor Is. An 
annual examination takes place in the month of Au- 
gust, at which the boys perform their exercises in pre* 
sence of the magistrates and ministers of the city. To 
those whose merit is prominent, premiums areactjudg- 
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tabliihed in'^e citf. " 
■ In the vear 1566, when the reftnmed religv)^ wait, 
flillj established, the citizens of Edinburgh ^etMoTK*' 
Iheir royal mistreu for the laods aod oUier property 
in the neighbourhood of the city vhicb belonged, to 
the Black and Grey Frian. Tneir request was in 
part complied with, and the inhabitania in conse- 
quence resolved to erect an university. A bequest of 
eight thooRand meika Scottish money, which had 
been left for this purpose by Robert Reid, Bishop <tf 
Orkney, and President of the Court of Session, who 
died at Dieppe on the 14lh September 1568, likewise 
encouraged them in their undertaking. In 1563. 
they .had purchased the property ot the collegiaie 
church of St Mary in the Field, s* a site for their iii- 
teaded college, and look further steps to carry the 
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plan into execution. The opposition they met with, 
nowever, in the outset of their undertakings from the 
Archhishops of St Andrew's and Gla^w^ and the ec- 
clesiastics of the see of Aberdeen, induced them for a 
time to relinquish it ; and in the meantime the gram- 
mar or High School was erected, as above noticed. The 
members of the colleges in these cities, which had 
been erected more than a century before, were, per- 
haps, afraid that the projected imiversity in Edinburgh 
might interfere with their emoluments, and, as the 
metropolis was not yet ranked among the bishoprics of 
the north, the ecclesiastics looked with a jealous eye on 
its rising consequence. 

In the year 1580, however, the building was b^un ; 
and, in the preceding year, a collection of books was 
bequeathed to the intended university by Mr Clement 
Little, as a foundation for a library. A charter of 
erection was granted by James VI. in 1582 ; and in 
1583 the collie was opened for the reception of stu- 
dents. Robert Rollock, of St Salvator's College, St 
Andrew's, being appointed professor of humanity, be- 
gan teaching in tne lower hdl of Hamilton House, 
within the precincts of the collie, in the month of 
October that year. Soon after Rollock, finding the 
students who resorted to the new university rather 
indifferently grounded in the ancient languages, re- 
commended, as an assistant, one Duncan Nairn, to 
prepare the young students for their initiation into a 
more perfect knowledge of the Greek and Roman clas- 
sics. 

In 1585 this infant seminary received a temporary 
check from the plague appearing in Edinburgh, which 
began in May, and continued its ravages till the Janu- 
ary foUowing. Notwithstanding this alatming cala- 
^lity, the magistrates persevered with unwearied dili- 
gence in the prosecution of their plan ; for in the be- 
ginning of the next year the collie was inclosed with- 
in high walls. A third professor of phik>80phy being 
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BOW chimn, Hollock was advanced to the station oi 
prindMl of the colle«, on the 8»di ^ F*">«7 »««»• 
On Se wcommwdatioii of Ae Lonfa of Se«Bwn, the 
Faculty of Aiwcrtes, and the Sodety rf Wnterg to 
the Signeti wfco e«!^ gate a sum for his MtaWBhment, 
a professor rf Kw WM wmt choien. But ""tead «* 
ffinnff iwelectlow on l*w, the new professor taught the 
Bumanity class, lAiA fcH vacam on dtc proniotioii of 
RoHock 4 be the h«a* rf the eoll^e. The .mwial 
sabrieeof the wOfesMww* this timewewl50(inerksS«ts. 

In Ae year 1617, soon a«ier the lang s imm ftom 
<|M court <rf S« James's to that of HolyioodJ»ow«j^e 
was much pleased at the progress which Ms ^rCfWOe 
UBiTersity had made during his abeenee, a pwiod of 
thh^l^ years. A puWic hall, a divinity school, and 
other apirtments. wm U this *«« ?*t^L'"l!; 
much sitisfied was the ki«g with tta» tartitatioD, A«i 
he resolved to. honour the universrty with ^1^^^ 
at a p«Uie disputation on !*'>««?'»?' ^t^^ 
Hie eSi^shineVt Iw wkhiag it to feealW " TheC^- 

The lite^Mty of James, m^d^ pwtate b«*^oii8, 

soon eiiaMed the umvewky to ^^*^^f^^^^^^ 
sequence. SirWiHfemNfeliet, proVftttof Ediijw^ 

of a profeaor of divinity ; aaid die oommoii*eoiBKai, 
cm the «oth <tf March 1630, »ot only nowiR^ »!i»o- 
l^ssor for that faculty, but alfl» one for ma«feemai»cs, 

and another for pbymc* . ou i^ t ♦k* 

During the reign of the unfortunate Charl^., Jh^ 

chairs in Hie unWersity sewnj* h*^^>e«* ^J^ 
able teachers. In that time ef ci^ dwcwrd Ae naa^ 
of An^ew Ramsay, to whose Latin Ptem o» t^ 
« elation" Lauto ass^» that Milton irts ««^^ 
debted in his « Para^Kse Lost," and J<w».-*3^^g^ 
tibe friend a^ contemporary of DnwamOnd *»,™T 
thomden^ n»y be mentioned as bclongtog to tfte <«*■ 
leso of Bdtritwirgh- 
In the usur^on that follbwed, if there were not 
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muof teadMBTs of wtitk, y«t Rektxi hd^htaa, afkor^ 
waras Arohbishop of Glasgow, who at this time filled 
a chair in the university, ^rnied aa illuetriom e)Loep- 
tioB. CromweU hiaiself, amiAsi the turbul^ce of fac- 
tion, and the cares of an asorped dominion^ seecds not 
io ha^ire hoen fbigetftJ of the interests of leanuag. He 
widowed the uniTeirsity of Edtaboi^h with an annuity 
<]^lUmo Sterliitt:. 

William III. liso besAoitFed on the university an an- 
nuity of L. 300 Sterling, to be paid out of his treasury 
and iMsbops' rents m Seothmd ; L. lOU of which was 
jfor tihe suiiport of a prc^esBor of theology, besides the 
^x^essor of divinity already established, and L.200 fiir 
twenty bursars or exhibitioners at L. 10 each per annum. 

For a long period, little dse was taught in the uni- 
versity of Edinburgh besides the dead languages, the 
dmnityaiul philosophy of the schools, and some branch- 
es of ^ mathematics then in general use. After the 
Bettocatf on, fiefnhKtioii, and the aoeeasion of the House 
of Hanorer, however, pnife8S(»is> for other departments 
4}f setenee were af^ointed ; and in the year 1721^ ike 
^diool of medicine w^oh has since risen to sudb esal- 
nonce, wto first founded. 

Prior to the commencement of the eighteenth cei^ 
lury, which forms a striking era in the history of me- 
dtckae in this ooimtry, every tkmg connected wiHh the 
healing i|rt was imperfectly taught and understood. 
The Royal college of Physicians, mstitvted by a char- 
ter, daited 29ih November 1681, owed its rise chiefly 
to tiie exertioos of Sir Andrew Balfour. Dr BolfiNir, 
Dt Fkcainie, Dr Stevenson, and Dr Burnet, were in 
4tact, so e^y as 1690, to meet in die house of Sir Ro- 
bert Sii]hald once k fortnight, and subse^ uently in the 
ooUege onoe a month, fbr literary discussion and sden- 
tfafte improvement. Sir Robert was appointed Ge»- 
|;npher for Scotland on the 30th September l«9e,aiid 
WW ongaeed to fiibllsh the natural history iuid oeo- 
graplucal description of that kingdom. He was furdier 
appomted Preiessor of Medieitte in ^e ooilege by the 
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mftgistmtes on the 6th March 1685. In this year Che 
Royal Coll^;e of Physicians published the jQrst Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia. 

But the time was now come when the defects that 
Edinburgh as to medical sdenoe had laboured \mder 
were to be removed, and a school established^ which 
was one day to be the first in Europe. For the esta^ 
blishment of this school, the Scottish metropolis is 
indebted, next to the celebrated individuals above 
mentioned, to Mr John Monro. 

John Monro was the youngest son of Sir Alexander 
Monro of Bearcroft in Stirlingshire. He was educated 
as a surgeon-apothecary at Edinburgh, and served for 
some years in the army under King William in Flan- 
ders. About three years after the birth of his son 
iUexander, his only child, which happened at London 
on the 19th Sq»tember 1697, he quitted the army and 
went to Edinburgh, where his engaging manners and 
knowledge in his profession soon introduced him into 
an extensive practice. His son, Alexander, early show- 
ed an inclination to the study of physic ; and the fk- 
ther, perceiving the bent of iiis gemus, promoted his 
views by every means in his power. After |^iviug him 
the best education that Edinburgh at that time afibrd- 
ed, he Hsent him successively to London, Parts, and 
Leyden, to improve him in his profession. On his re- 
turn to Edinburgh in autumn 1719, his accomplish^ 
ments were such as gained him the regard of all the 
lovers of medical science, and many of toe faculty sig- 
nified their wishes that he should open a class for ana- 
tomical demonstration. By the persuasions of his 
friends young Monro accordingly ventured to com- 
mence as a public teacher ; and Messrs Drummond 
and Macgill, who were then conjunct nominal profte- 
ors and demonstrators of anatomy to the surgeon^ 
company, having resigned in his fiivour, he uudertodc 
the task, with a view to render it more extensively uso- 
ihL At his first appearance as a teacher, he had the 
good fortune to j^ease his audience ; and even his first 
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lecture disdnguished the genius that was to be the Fa- 
ther of anatomy in the University of Edinburgh. 

Mr J<^n Monro, at the same time that he introdu- 
ced his son to such a bnHiant career^ also prevailed 
on Dr Alston^ thet\ a young man^ to give some public 
lectures on botany. These two young proi&ssors ac- 
cordingly, in the banning «>f the winta: 1720, began 
to give courses of lectures, the one on Materia Medioa 
and Botany, the other on Anatomy and Suxgery, which 
were the first r^ular courses of lectures qb any of the 
branches of medicine that ever had been read at £din« 
biirgh. Befbre this period, howev^, Dr Crawibrd 
had in winter given a superficial course of Chemistry, 
and in summer a slight sketch of botanical lectures cm 
a few officinal plants> was read by Dr Preston ; but 
neither of these attempts had excited much interest, 
or was attended wit^ much advantage. 

About tMs time, encoiua^ed by the flattering recep* 
tion whidi his son and his youthful colleague met with, 
Mr. John Monro ooiamuiucated to the physicians and 
surgeons of Edinbni^h a pkn, which he had long 
fi^rmed hi liis own mind, of having the dlifiTerent bran- 
ches of medicine asid surgery regularly taught at 
Edinbuxgh ; and by thmr interest regular teachers in 
the different departments were instituted in the uni- 
versity. Young Monro received a formal appointment 
ill 1721 ; Dr ^nclanr delivered lectures trn &e theory 
of medicme ; Dr Biutherlbrd on the practice ; Dr 
Plummer on chemistry ; end Dr Alston on materia 
medlca and botany. The plan for a tnedical education 
being still mcomplete without an horoital, (the only 
one at that time being a small establisfam^it prcjected 
by Dr Balfimr,) subscriptions were set on foot ibr 
that purpose, and condderable aims raised, diiefly bjr 
the exertions of Dr Monro Frimus^ and the worthy 
diwf magistrate, Provost Drommond. In ccmsequence 
oi this ^ Boyal Infirmary was fi}unded, and in no 
lei^ time opened ihr the reeq^tiou of patients. 80m 
after the Royal Medteal Society of £dinhiu^ wt» 
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institated^ and a school of medidne was thus estabfisli-' 
ed^ which rapidly rose to be the first in Europe. 

Dr Culleii was called to a chair in the University of 
Edinburgh in the year 1756, Dr JcAm Gregory, de- 
scended from a fknuly in which genius was hereditary, 
was appointed Professor of Medicine about the year 
1765 ; and Dr Black, who first led the way to the nun 
dem discoveries in chemistry, was appointed teachar 
of that branch of science in 1769. A professorship of 
Midwifery was instituted in 1756 : one of Clinical 
Surgery some time afterwards. A profbss(H^ip of 
Medi<^ Jurisprudence was instituted in 1807 ; one of 
Military Surgery in the same year ; and in 1824, a pro- 
fessorship of Conveyancing. 

While the different branches of education connected 
with medicine were thus sucoessftdly taught, the other 
sciences were not neglected. James Gregory, the in- 
ventor of the reflecting telescope, David Gregory, his 
nephew, afterwards professor of astronomy at Oxford, 
and .Tames Gregory, iiis brother, successively held the 
mathematical Sadr, The two last were the first to 
promulgate the philosophy of Newton in Scotland ; 
and the celebrated Mamurin, who succeeded to the 
same chair, was one of the most illustrious disciples of 
that great philosopher. Dr Matthew Stewart, and lat- 
terly Mr Flayfair and Mr Leslie, successively profess- 
ors of mathematics, have maintained the celebritv of 
this chair, and of the university, by a display of taknt 
which has seldom been equalled. 

In Natural History the university of Edinburgh 
has been but lately distinguished. Tne first professor 
of this branch of science was Dr Robert Ramsay, for 
whom the chair was instituted by the Crown in 1767. 
He was succeeded by Dr John Walker, in 1782, who 
first read lectures in natural history in that year. 
Prior to this period, although lectures on botany were 
given, and though the late Dr Hope was a distinguish- 
ed botanist, yet the other departments of naturd his- 
tory were but little cultivated in Scotland. Dr Walker 
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WM an excellent lecturer^ and taught sucoesiftilly Ibr 
many years. But it remained for the present profess- 
or^ Mr Jameson^ to direct the public attention by his 
powerful talents to this branch of study ; and the cele- 
brity of his works and prelections have already raised 
the reputation of Edinburgh to the first rank as a 
school of mineralogy. To the same gentleman the 
public are indebted for the formation of the College 
Museum^ which has risen into consequence under his 
active superintendence^ and which promises soon to be 
one of the best selected collections m Europe. 

A professorship of Agriculture was founded aome 
years ago in the university^ which has tended^ in no 
small degree^ to improve the practice of hu^andry^ by 
combining science with its practical details. 

The students who attend the University of Edin- 
burgh are not^ like most others in the kingdom^ under 
the necessity of adopting any particular mode of living. 
Neither do the rules of the college require that they 
should appear in a dress dif&rent from that of the 
other citizens. In tibe arrangement of their acadami- 
cal studies they are also left at perfect freedom; it 
being only necessary in taking degrees in medicine to 
have attended the prescribed classes a certain number 
of sessions ; and^ in divinity^ to have attended the Di- 
yinitv HaU^ in addition to the other branches of study 
which the national church prescribes. The degree of 
Doctor of Medidne is conferred annually in August* 
The candidates prepare and print a thesis^ and the las , 
examination is a public one. 

The magistrates of Edinbui^h are the chief patrons 
of the university^ and possess the right of nominating 
to aU the chairs except nine, which belong to die 
Crown, and one, that of ^riculture, established by a 
private individual. Sir G. F. Johnston. " With what 
integrity and discernment persons have been chosen to 
preside in each of these departments," said the do- 
quent Robertson, in a speecn made at the foundation 
of the hew coU^> ^* the character of my learned cd-t 
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leigvei affivtls the most satisiVti^ eyidence. From 
canfidence in their abilities, and assiduity in dischArg- 
n^ the dntaes of their respeeiiye offices, the UniTersi- 
ty of £dinhuigh has become a seat of education^ not 
Ofily to yomtli in every part of the BriUsh dominions^ 
but, to the honour of our country^ students have be^i 
attracted lo it from almost every nation in Europe, and 
every sftate in Amerioa." 

The mean tapgeaacuice whidi the old buildings of 
die tiniversity exhibited, being ill suited lo the ^uae 
which it had acquired, was long a sulijeet of general 
oonplaint. The di£Sculties which presented them- 
idves to the projection of a new building, however, 
becxmiing less fixmidable, a *' Memorial relating to 
the University of Edinbuigfa" was drawn up by one 
of Its professors in the year 174S. In this memorial 
a |»vo^osal for rebuilding thefabric of Uie ooU^e on a 
xfj^nur i^Mi, on the site of the oLA buildings, was sub- 
mitted to the oonsideration of the public ; vdnntary 
eontnbi(tions were to be received from patriotic indi- 
viduals, and places were to be opebed for subscription, 
under the management of proper persons, in order to 
nise a iVuid sufficient mr carrying on the design. 
This proposal seemed for a time to interest the pub- 
lic; but the means being insufficient to realize the 
prefect, it was laid aside ^1 a more ^vouraUe onpor- 
tmiity shonld present itself. The Ameitcan war,liow- 
ever, prevented the revival of the ndieme during tiie 
time of its continuance. But after peace had again 
restored prosperity, energy, and pubHe i^irit, the de- 
si|ipi was once more brought before the pvAAic m the 
year 1785, in a well-written letter to the R^[iit Hon. 
Henry Dundas, (late Viscount Melville) ^ On the 
proposed improvements of the dty of Edinburgh, and 
on the means of accomplishing them." Soon after 
this the magistrates of the city set on ^t a subscrip- 
tion for erecting a new structure, according to a design 
which had been prepared by the cdebrated architect, 
Mr Robert Adam* ConnderaUe sums having been 
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thus obtained^ part of the old building was pulled 
down^ and the foundation-stone of the new college 
was laid on the 16th of November 1789, by Lord Na- 
pier, as Grand Master Mason of Scotland, the de« 
scendant of " a man whose original and universal ge- 
nius placed him high among the illustrious persons 
who have contributed most eminently to enlarge the 
boundaries of human knowledge." 

The building was accordingly begun, and for somt 
time went on rapidly. But the sum collected, though 
large, being far from sufficient for the erection of a 
building of such elegance and magnitude, it was ne- 
cessarily stopped ; and though the east front was af- 
terwards partially finished, the erection seemed too ex- 
tensive to be finished by local subscription. 

In 1815, however, by the exertions of Sir John 
Maijoribanks and the member for the city, the matter 
was brought before Parliament, and an yearly grant of 
Lf. 10,000 was procured, to be expended in the comple- 
tion of the building, under the superintendance of 
commissioners appointed by Parlianient. These com- 
missioners accordingly met on the 4th December 1816, 
in order to receive the plans and specifications which 
had been prepared by their direction* The plan of 
Mr W. H. Playfidr was then adopted, and the prize of 
100 guineas was adjudged to that gentleman. The se- 
cond prize of 80 guineas was awarded to Mr Burn, ar- 
chitect. According to Mr Playiyr's plan, the exterior 
of the building, as orimnally planned by Adam, is to 
be retained with very Httle alteration ; but there wfll 
be a total departure nrom the interior arrangements. ' 
By the original plan of Mr Adam, there were to 
have been two internal courts. The east front, in 
which is the nrincipal gate, is to be adorned with a 
dome. A handsome portico, supported by columns of 
the Doric order, 26 feet high, and each formed of one 
stone, forms the chief entrance. Over the gate is the 
following inscription : Academia Jacobi VI, Scotorum 
Regis, Anno post Christum Natum m,d,lxxzii /n- 



lUtula ; annoqite h,dcc,lxxux, BenMari toepta ; 
Refcnanle Geor^o III. Principe MmiifiotnUsaima s 
tJriii Edinenni Prafecto Thoma Elder; Aeademm 
Prinurio Gdklmo R<Aert»on. Archiitcto Robti*> 

Tbo eut Bod west «iilee of the bjuak are 3£d feel 
in lei^tb, and the uiuth and Borth 3A8. 

The new Library is to f«n the south side of the 
square, snit, tKaides the gnrnd Makeose, Is la eeCDpy 
twofloonof J9SfeetHi t^th; tb< u^n Boor ta he in 
one apartinetit. 

'i'he etlier parts of Ibe biiihliig are bid out in ch«i- 
rMiBi fbr the diSerent ^toEemon, tod other neceaaary 
SGConiBiDdgtioDa. 

The wints sesHiiHi of the college continue ibr about 
six mmtha, besuming in October end Novnnberj and 
entliag in April and May. The ausB&ier aeMwn b»- 
gins in May, and gesersUy ends in August. To ae- 
cure their altendaBce^ ctudents are requuvd to inaenbe 
their names once every mMitb. QSmcal iKtweB on 
medidne and sargery ore also giTen on eaaea W pUienta 
m the Boyal Infinsary. 

The branchc* of education taught in the Univenily 
of Gdinhuigfa are the following :— 
Hie yery Reverend George H. Baird, D. D. Prindpa]. 
I-— Lite RATH EE ams PBiLoagPHY. 
Clattts. Frofenori. 

Hununity, 
Greek, 
Mathematics, 

Ixigic, titeUe. 

Mwal Fhiloacfihy, 
Natural PhilosophP, 

Bhet<iriciuKl BeHesLettreB, Broirn. 

Dniversal History, silton. 

Natural History, 
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Classes, Professors, 

II. — Theologh. 
Divinity, Rev. Dr William Ritchie* 

Di^y and Church J ^^ j^ M«klej^«. 

Hebrew, &c. Rev. Dr A. Brunton. 

III.— Law. 

^'''''^li'^'A If^^^^^^l Mr Irvine, 
and Pandects, j 

Scots Law, Mr Bell 

Public Law, Mr Hamilton. 

Conveyancing, Mr Napier. 

IV.— Medicine. 

Dietetics, Materia Me- 1 j^ j^^ .^,j 

dica, and Pharmacy, j '^ 

Practice of Physic, Dr Home. 

Chemisfay and Chemi- \ £^ Hope. 

cal Pharmacy, J '^ 

The«yofPhyBic, {gjSlT"'""- 

Anatomy and Surgery, Dr Monro. 

Medical Jurisprudence, Dr Christison. 

Clinical Medicine, By Members of the Faculty. 

Clinical Surgery, Mr Russell. 

Military Surgery, Dr Ballingall. 

Daring the Summer Session, lectures are given in 
the fi^owing brandie& of education >^ 

Botany, by Dr Grabaim. 

Natimil History, by Mt Jameson. 

Mi^&^vsfery, by Dr Hamilton. 

Clinical Lectures w Medlcifie, by one of tiie Facul« 
ty. 

Clmieal Lcctiires on ^iiigery, by Mr RusselL 
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In ooOBequence of a joint resolution of ilie patrcnw 
and professors of the university^ every student^ before 
entering with any professor, must provide himself 
with a matriculation ticket, for which the fee is lOs. 
including all public oolite dues. Attendance is given 
in the library to issue these tickets, and to enrol the 
names of the students in the Album, which is the on*- 
ly l|%al record of their attendance in the university. 

The number of students who attended the dif^ent 
classes in the year 1824 amounted toupwiurds of 2300. 

In Edinburgh^ besides the University and High 
School, there are many private academies and lecture- 
rooms, for classical and medical instruction, superin- 
tended by able teachers. 

University Museum* 

Sir Andrew Balfour, to whom Edinburgh owes the 
institution of tlie Botanic Garden, was also the found- 
er of the University Museum. His collection consist- 
ed, according to Ih: Walker, of a series of medals, pic- 
tures, and busts, the remarkable arms, clothing, and 
ornaments of foreign countries, mathematical^ pniloso- 
phical, and surgical instruments; a cabinet with all 
the simples of the materia medica ; and a large collec- 
tion of the fossils, plants, and animals, not only of the 
countries in which he travelled) but from the most dis- 
tant parts of the world. This museum was placed, 
after his death, in 1694, in the hall of the college, 
latelv the library ; and in 1697, Sir Robert Sibbsud, 
his mend and coadjutor in every thing that related to 
the science of natural history, present^ to the college 
a great variety of curiosities both native and exotic, 
and published an account of the museum in a tract en- 
titlea, ^' Auctarium Mussei Balfouriani e Musso Sib- 
baldiano." At this time the Edinburgh Museum was 
regarded as one of the most considerable in Europe. 
But; from want of men of similar taste or talents, this 
valuable collection remained for upwards of fifty years 
useless and neglected. Many of the principal articles 
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were abstracted, and the other parts of it were goiDg 
rapidly to decay. " Yet even after the year 17^, 
says Dr Walker, " it still continued a cohiidierable 
collection^ which I have good reason to remember, as 
it was the sight of it about that time that first inspiiw 
ed me with an attachment to natural history, ooon 
after that period it was dislodged ftom the hall where 
it had beai long kept ; was thrown aside, and expos- 
ed as lumber; was ftirther and ftirther dilapidated, 
and at length almost completely demolished." 

Dr Wa&er, in 1782, upon his appointment to the 
chair of natural history, stdl found some of the articles 
of Dr Balfour's museum, which he considered worthy 
of preservation, and placed them in his class-room, in 
the hope that they might long remain there, '^ and be 
considered as so many precious relics of the first na- 
turalist, and one of the best and greatest men this 
country has produced." 

When the present professor succeeded to the chair 
of natural history, the museum, which was very pal« 
try, was contained partly in the lecture-room, partly 
in an old outer and miserable apartment. The great- 
er number of specimens were found, on examination, 
to be in a state of hopeless decay, and were therefore 
thrown out. Professor Jameson placed in the eoUc^ 
his own private collection, and a few years afterwards 
the museum was enriched by the valuable mineralogi- 
cal cabinet of the late Dr Thompson of Naples. These 
additions were so considerable, that the patrons order- 
ed the range of building occupiedby the professor of 
natural history to be completely remodelled, and fitted 
up with taste and elegance. But the museum thus 
enlarged was socm found to be too small, and great 
anxiety was expressed for the speedy establishment of 
the museum in the new buildings of the c(dlege. This 
has been accomplished, and the splendid new museum 
is opened to the public. This building is iJie most 
superb and el^ant nart of the college. It contains 
two great rooms, eacJi 90 feet long, and about 30 feet 
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wi^^ bendoi flndlcr lide jmartments^ eztemtl g/kSlem 
ties, find lectnie-iooiii. The lower great roam is ixpm 
propriated to the quadmpeds and other large aninmli : 
Here, for example^ are seen the Morse presented to Uie 
Museum by Captain Sooresby, and the skeleton <tf the 
extinct or fbssil elk of the Isle of Man. The upper 
great room is lighted torn the roof by three large lan« 
tems^ and from the side by three great windows. An 
d^ant gallery runs round the whde apartment. The 
waSs of the room are every where covered with splen* 
did cases, covered with plate glass, for containing ob« 
jects of natural history. The cases in the gallery are 
i^ropriated for the dasacal and magnificent coUeo* 
tion of birds purchased by the college from M. Dufresne 
of Paris ; the cases under the gallery for the valuabk 
collection of birds already in Sie college. It is said 
the entire collection of birds amounts to about 3000 
specimens ; the most extensive in Great Britain, and 
not exceeded by many on the Continent. In the 
middle of Uie room, the floor of which is of iron and 
painted» are magnificent tables, covered with plate 
g^ass, and containing verv fine collections of shells, in« 
sects, uid corals. The tower eaiemal gallery, a very 
beaudfril apartment, 50 feet in length, contains the 
great collection of insects, and a cabinet of minerals 
S>r the use of the students of mineralogy. The upper 
external gallery is 90 feet long, divided into three 
apartments of great beauty, and lighted from the roof 
by elegant hmtems. The smaller apartments contain 
preparations in comparative anatomy, the middle and 
larger room is appropriated for minends. Another 
large room is to contain a coUection of all the rocks 
and minerals of the British Empire, arranged in a geo« 
graphicEd order. Students attendhig the lectures on 
natural history have free admission ; the ticket for ad- 
mission to strangers is 2s. 6d. 

The museum of anatomical preparations is particu« 
Urly valuable. It b under the charge of the mrofessfDr 
of anatomyy and has been chidBy finrmed by the filthier 
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and gra&d&ther of the ^preaeat q^n^feosor. thexe it, 
also a collection of anatomical prepaxations bebnging 
to the professor of midwifery. 

Besides the numerous acquisitions lately made, the 
Collie Museum is daily receiving great additions from 
our adventurous countrymen who reade in distant 
countries ; and Professor Jameson, who overlooks no 
circumstance which may tend to. the improvement <^ 
the science which he so successfiilly teaches^ drew up 
some years ago instructions for preserving oljects in 
natmral history, which, by the favour of Government) 
were transmitted to our residents at foreign courts and 
in the cobnies^ and which will^ no doubt^ produce an 
ao^le supply of specimens. 

University Library* 

The library of the university is valuable and exten^- 
ttve. It owed its first b^;inning to Mr Clement Lit- 
tle, advocate, who, in 1580, bequeathed his collection 
of books to the magistrates, for the use of the citizens. 
An apartment for holding them was erected at that 
time in the church-yard of St Giles, (now the Parlia- 
ment Square ;) but the collie being founded in the 
following year, the books were removed thither in 
158Si Tliere are property two libraries belonging to 
the university ; but one of these, consisting mostly of 
books in divinity, is i^r<^ated solely to the use of 
the students of theology. In the library are many in* 
teresting historical documents: among which are the 
or^nal contract of Maiy Queen of Scots with the 
Dauphin of France; a Bohemian protest against the 
council of Constance for burning John Huss in the 
year 1417, with 150 seals of Bohemian and Moravian 
nobles annexed ; and some orien tal manuscripts. Here 
i» also kept a beautiful copy of Fordoun's Scotichroni- 
oon, beautifully written on vellum. 

The new library, as before mentioned, is to occupy 
Uie south side of the new buildiogs. 

The colki^ library of Edinburgh receives a copy 
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of every book entered at Stationers' Hall. l%e onlj 
other rand fbr its suf^rt is the money paid by stu- 
dents at matriculation ; and L. 5 given by eadi pro« 
fessor at his admission. The books are under the care 
of a librarian and under-librarian. The number of 
▼olumes in the university library amounts to about 
70,000. 

Royal Botanic Garden, 

The first botanic Garden in Scotland was farmed, by 
Sir Andrew Balfour. Upon his settlement in Edin- 
burgh in 1670, he had, adjoining to his house, a smaJl 
garden, which he ftimished from the seeds received 
Irom his correspondents on the Continent. About this 
time Sir Andrew formed an acquaintance with Mr 
Patrick Murray of Livinsstone, who became an en- 
thusiast in botany, and determined to form a botanic 
garden at his seat in the country. This garden, by the 
industry of its master, sdbn contained nearly a tnou- 
sand species of plants, whidi, at this period, was ao« 
counted a very large collection. To increase it still 
further, Mr Murray travelled through France ; but, 
unfortunately for science, he was seized with a fever, 
and died on nis way to Italy. 

Soon afler his death Dr Balfbur had his collection 
of plants transported from Livingstone to Edinburgh ; 
ana, in connection with Sir Robert Sibbald, procured 
a small garden fbr their reception. This garden was 
obtained from *' John Brown, gardener of the north 
yardes in the Abbey," and was, according to Sir Ro- 
bert, " ane inclosure of some forty feet of measure 
every way." 

The collection of plants at this time amounted to 
about nine hundred, and the necessary expences of the 
garden were chiefly defrayed by Sir Andrew Balfour 
and Sir Robert Sibbald. Soon after this these two in- 
dividuals procured froxa the magistrates a lease of a 
piece of ground in the neighbourhood of the Trinity 
Hospital, to which the plants were removed ; and, by 
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mning of Sit ADdr«w ■ floeign Muveqxnidraiti, llie 
(urden Mwn roie into consequence. Tbe prindpal of 
tbete were Morison at Oxfordi Wutt* at London, Mar- 
C^aul at Paris, Hennan at Leydeu, and Spottiswoode 
Bt Taugiers in Africa, from whom many plants from 
that continent w«te received. 

Tlie prcijeclon of the Botanic Garden nere fortunate 
enough to procure, for auperinteudent, a young man 
of considerable lalcut, and who, by his own induBtry, 
bad previously acquired an extensive Imowledge ti 
plant(, and formed a collectioD of medals. Thiayonn^ 
man, Jamea Sutherland, whose collection of medals la 
•till preaerved in the Advocates' Library, publithed a 
Hortus GdinburgenaiB in the year 1684, vbich con- 
tained a very reepectable and accuiate hst of plauta fbi 



auipassea most of them. The great variety of seeds 
and plants, which his correapondenls abroad have fiir- 
lushed him with, have migbtly increased his foreign 
ttoclc : and his late personal ' ' ination of 

the shires and mountains of iddisdale, 

&c have amply diacoiered t les of hia 

own country ; so that we bi ncoiuage- 

ment to hi^. that he will . lu with a 

new proapect of ope of the 1 jardena in 

Europe.' And Sir Robert f la a lettei 

Dr Balfour had received fioni endant of 

the King of France's ganlei !ly plants 

which he wished to he sent ti : c£ £din« 

burgh. This piece of ground je " Phy- 

sic Gardens," is now occupied aa a nurseryi 

The next |^den was situated on the west side of 
the road to Leith, and contained about five acrei, chief- 

aof light sandy soiL It was fbrmed in IT6T, under 
e superintendence of Dr John Hope, then Professor 
of Botany. It contained two hotrhousea, a large green- 
house, a dry-stove, and a small iiursing-houae : like- 
wise n collection of plants used, ot whico were iotmer- 
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If used, in medieine ; and an extensive arrangement 
m hardy herbaceous plants^ placed according to the 
Linnean classes and orders. A circular pond in front 
of the green-hoose contained a considerable numbier of 
hardy aquatics. There was likewise a collection of her« 
baceous plants^ formed by the superintendent, Mr Ma6» 
nab, ana arranged according to the natural orders of 
the celebrated French botanist Jusdeu. This colleo^ 
tion, the first on the same plan which was formed in 
Scotland, extended to upwards of 2000 species. 

Dr Hope, who was a zealous botanist, enriched the 
garden with many rare plants ; and many of the trees 
and shrubs planted by him affiirded excellent full- 
grown specimens. The assaftetida plant, (Ferula as- 
safoetida,) eultivated in the open border by the Doc- 
tor, surviTed in the same spot till the year 1811 ; and 
the Dra^nVblood tree, (Draesena draco,) which he 
planted m the dry-stove, arrived at the height of thir- 
ty feet, and was the finest specimen of that plant in Bri- 
tain. In an attempt, however, to cut it over, for want 
cf Amds to heighten the roof, this invaluaUe plant 
perished in 1613. Dr Hope's Herbarium is kept at 
the garden, having been presented to this establish- 
ment by his son, the present Professor of Chemistry. 

The fVmds for the support of the Botanic Garden are 
miserably deficient for that purpose} not exceeding, it 
is believed, L. 170 per annum. The salary of the su- 
perintendent is also very inadequate ; and, were it not 
that this institution has been fortunate enough in pro- 
curing successivelv men of talents, whose enthusiasm 
in the pursuit of a favourite science has led them to 
overlook every other consideration, the garden would 
long ago have gone to ruin. * Extra sums have occa- 



* The late Mr JeHm Mackay and Mr George Don, both 
enthusiastic botamsCB, successively held the ofRce of superin* 
tendent of the Botanic Guden, and both added considerably 
to its vegetable treasuies. The present superiatendeBt, Mr 
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ckmally been granted by the Barons of Exchequer; 
but an increased and permanent income is necessary 
to keep this establishment on a respectable footing. 

In the garden is a small square monument surmount- 
ed with an urn^ erected by Dr Hope to the memory of 
Linn<ens after the death of that illustrious naturalist^ 
with the inscription^ '^Linnso posuit Jo. Hope^ 1779." 

The increase of buildings in the neighbourhood of 
the late garden having rendered its removal neces- 
sary, twelve acres of sround were procured of the 
lands of Inverleith, to the northward of the village of 
Canonmills, for the purpose of forming a new garden 
on an extended scale, the whole of which is surround- 
ed by a high boundary wall. The removal of the 
plants from the old garden was successfully accomplish- 
ed, and the neiv giffden opened in 1834. The stoves 
and greenhouses were designed by Mr Robert Reid, ar- 
chitect. The great stove is about SO feet in length, and 
is heated by steam. Theroof is made of cast-iron orna- 
mented. Three hundred feet of small stoves are finish- 
ed in the same manner. When the principal suite of 
glazed houses is completed, (which, it is to ber^ett- 
ed, cannot at present be done for want of funds^ the 
effect will be truly magnificent. The class-room for 

William Macnab, has introduced, once 1810, the Cyperus 
papyroB, the plant which affbided the celebrated pap/nis of 
the andents; fourteen tpedes of Bankua, (amons others, 
vcrtidllata, oblongifolia, latifolia, marcescens, giSdis, nu! 
tans, prostrata, integrifolia, and compar,) which had never 
before r^ched Scotland ; Maranta zebrina, Canna iridifloia, 
Ardisia paniculata. Pancratium Amboinense, Nandina do- 
mestica, Blighia sajjida or akee, the very singular Nepenthes 
distillatoria, and Epidendrum vanilla. The culture of tender 
aquatics was scarcely known in Scotland before Mr Macnab 
introduced the practice; and ia his collection, which is pretty 
considerable, are the Nymphaea pygmaea, lotus, rubra, stellata 
and versicolor ; the Nuphar kalmiana, Euryale ferox, and 
Neltunbium tpedosum, most oi them new in this country. 
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Mr Craig^ architect ; and the foundation-stone of the 
building was laid by Mr Stodart, Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh^ on the 95th of August, 1776* About this 
time Mr Adam^ the celebrated architect^ visiting Edin- 
burgh^ conceived the idea of giving the whole the 
appearance of a fortification, for which its situation, 
on the top of the Calton Hill, was very much adapt- 
ed. Accordingly, a line was marked out for inclosing 
the limits of the Observatory with a wall, constructed 
with buttresses and embrasures, and having Gothic 
towers at the angles. In the partial execution of this 
design, the money appropriated for the work was to- 
tally exhausted, and the Observatory was once more 
left to its fate. It stood in this situation for many 
years. In 1792, however, it was completed by the 
magistrates; but in a style far inferior to what the 
utility of such an institution deserved; and being 
possessed of no instruments, and being provided witfi 
no fund for procuring any, it remauied in this situa- 
tion till the y«ar 1812, wnen a more fortunate attempt 
was made to establish an Observatory on a respectable 
footing, by the formation in Edinburgh of an Astro- 
nomioEil Institution. 

The Astronomical Institution had jts origin with a 
few public-spirited individuals, who, early in 1812, 
associated themselves into a society under this title. 
An address was at the same time circulated by the 
projectors, written, it is said, by the late celebrated 
president of the institution. Professor Playfiur, in 
which the utility of an Observatory to Edinburgh, 
and particularly to the university, was submitted to 
the public. " The importance of an observatory to 
an academical course of study," says this eloquent 
writer, " is so generally acknowledged, that there is 
hardly any great scientific establishment, from Madrid 
to Stockholm, where some institution of this kind is 
not to be met with. There are two observatories in 
England, and one in Ireland ; and on the Continent 
not fewer than forty." 
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The AM tnmm d al IwnHixLiAsm was 
ed an the 30th of May ISltB; and t&e magistrates 
muted to the asBOciatum the groimd and building on 
the Calton Hill, fonnerly destined for the purposes oi 
aa observatorj, on the condition of their not being 
appHed by the institution to any other purposes. The 
mi^trates, at the same time, granted a seal of causey 
to enable them to hold property, and to enjoy the pri« 
▼ileges of a corporation. 

The objects of this.institutioB are to estfd^lish, 1^^ 
A scientinc observatory, fVimished witii all the instrui^ 
ments required fbr the nicest observations of astrono- 
my. Sc^ A popular observatory, ftumished with int 
•tiuaients eonnected with astronomy, of general and 
ea^ use ; and also with globes, maps, atlases, charts, 
and books, adspted to the promotion of nautical and 
oeogsaphteal science. And, 3^, A physical cabinet^- 
fiurnished with a complete meteor<d<^cal apparatus; 
and with such oUler instruments and books as may 
be deemed utsM finr the advancement of physical 
knowledge. 

The property of ibis institution is held in transfera- 
ble shares of twenty-five guineas each, which, besidea 
his own admission at all times, entitles a proprietor to 
intooduce a friend, who may be also admitted on his 
written order. The aecond class of subscribers, who 
pay by annual instalments, have only the right of per- 
sonal admission. The management is vested in a ooun- 
ell, eooaistkig of a presidenl, vice-president, treasurer, 
seoretaiy, and an observer, with eighteen directoni, 
six of whom go out annually by rotation. 

In punraance of these objects, the directors fitted 
up the top storey of the old building with a Camera 
Obscura, which forms the chief attraction to visitors-; 
and the room under it contains, among other things^ 
s fimr feet achromatic teleso^>e, some smaller ones, 
and a mdr of twenty-one inch globes. The celebrated 
Trooghton waa also engaged to make a mural circiD 
of five feet diameter, and a transit instrament of lOt 
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Smt, of whidk ^estimated ^oest is one thousttid goi- 
neos. The magistrates of Edinburgh having deported 
a small transit instrument which they had procured 
firom Troughton for regulating the city docks in the 
apartments of the institution^ a room was erected §x 
its reception in 1814 ; and the same apartment is fojcm 
nished with an astronomical clock. 

The new Observatory^ a little to the east (^ the for* 
mer, was founded on 25th of April 1818^ by Sir George 
Mackenzie, vice-president, in the absence of Professor 
Flayfau*. It is buUt from a design of W. H. Play&ir, 
£s^. The building is a cress of 63 feet, with ifour 
prcgeoting pediments of S8 feet each» supported by six 
C(dumns of the Doric order, fronting the four cardinal 
points of the compass. In the centre is a dome, 13 
feet in diameter, under which is a piilar of solid ma« 
aonry of a conical form, six feet in diameter at the 
base, and 19 feet high, intended for the astronomicsd 
oirde. To the east are piers for the transit instn^ 
ment and astronomical dock ; and in the west end, 
others for the mural circle and clock. All these are 
fimnded on the solid rock. A small gallery is formed 
tound the central pillar for the accommodation of the 
observer, who has also a room in the northern side^ 
the building. 

Royal College of Physicians. 

The Royal College of Physioians was incorpcNFated 
by a charter from King Charles II. on the 29th oi 
November 1681, which was ratified by Parliament in 
1685. In their charter of incorporation it is provided, 
that the Royal College shall, at least twice in the year, 
wit all the apothecaries' shops within the dty and li- 
berties of Edinburgh, and destroy all insuffident and 
enrrupted drugs. The hall fbr their meetings is si- 
tuated on the south side of George's Street, imme- 
diately opposite to St Andrew's Church. It is a hand- 
aome building, 93 feet in length by 63 in breadth, 
with a . portico in front, prqiecting nine feet, and sup- 
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ported by four eoliuniis of the Coniiiiiian carder, S4 
feet in beigfat A lelect Ubrarj belonging to tbe gode- 
ty occupies a gallery which ram round the great room. 
The plan of the building, it is said, was formed under 
the direction of the late celebrated Dr Cullau It was 
founded on the d7th of NoTember 1775, and is oon* 
sidered a chaste and el^;ant imitatimi of ancient Gre- 
cian architecture. 

Royal Society. 

The first literary society in Edinburgh, of which we 
haye any account, was instituted in 1718. The mas- 
ters of tne High School, and the celebrated gramma-» 
rian, Mr Thomas Ruddiman, were the original ibund- 
ers. The object of the society was, the improYement 
of the membm in chssical learning, '* without med- 
dling with the affiiirs of church or state." The sodetr 
was afterwards joined by Henry Home, (Lord Eames,} 
who had from nature an insatiable thirst for infor* 
mation of every kind, and who was afterwards known 
to the world by a variety of able works. He was fol- 
lowed as a member of this sodetv by Mr Archibald 
Murray, Mr James Cochrane, with other members ti£ 
the Scottish bar, and Mr Gkorge Wishart, one of the 
ministers of Edinburgh. The names of the enlighten*^ 
ed indiyiduals who formed Uiis society deserve to be 
recorded, as among the first men who, oj their exam- 
ple and liberal views, attempted an institution of 
which the utility has since been so universally fidmow- 
ledged. 

The association for the cultivation of Greek and 
Roman literature was succeeded, in the year 1731, by 
the society for the " Improvement of Medical Know- 
ledge." This society, which contributed not a little 
to Uie propagation of the most useftd of arts, had, for 
its secretary, the odebrated Dr Alexander Mono prt- 
mui, and under his care the Transaction* of the soc^ 
ty were published, at different periods, in five volumes 
8vo, with the title of '* Medical Essays and Observe- 
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tkns.'' The merit of these voltimef attraeted the no- 
tke of the public ; they were praised by the great 
Haller ; and their utility was acknowledged by all the 
leumed in £urope. 

The Medical Society was soon expanded^ howeyer, 
in the course of improvement, into tne *' Philo8ophi« 
c«l Society of Edinburgh/' a liberal instituttony which 
owed its establishment to the exertions of the great 
mathematician* Mr Colin Maclaurin. The society 
subsisted for a number of years ; and in 1754 publish- 
ed a volume of " £ssays and Observations, Physical 
and Literar^r." A second volume appeared in 1766, 
and a third in 1771. 

In ^e year 1754 an association was formed in Edin* 
burgh named the Sekct Society. This society ovred 
its rise to Allan Ramsay, the son of the celebrated 
Scottish poet, and was intended for philosophical in- 
quiry, and the improvement oi the members in the 
art of speaking. The first meeting of this association 
was held in the Advocates' Lilmiry in May 1754, and 
consisted at that time only of fifteen members, who 
had been nominated and called together by Mr Ram<* 
say and two or three of his friends. But in 1759, their 
number amounted to 130, including all the liieratt of 
Edinburgh and its neighbourhood. The society sub- 
sisted for a number of years ; and, perhaps, there ne- 
ver was an association more respectable fi>r the charac- 
ter or talents of those who composed it. In a list of its 
members preserved in Stewart's Life of Dr Robertson, 
besides many other eminent personages, are found the 
names of the historian of Charles v., the author of 
the " Wealth of Nations," and Mr David Hume. 

The Philosc^hical Society of Edinburgh, though its 
meetings were not entirely discontinued, appears to 
have languished for some time after this period, tiU 
about the year 1777, when, upon the election of the 
late Henry Home, Lord Karnes, to the office of pre- 
sident, its meetings became more frequent, and its 
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bmdneii wn «ofiidttcted with renewed ardour and sae- 



About ibe endof ibe year 1783^ bowerer^ in a meet- 
ing of tbe professors of tbe university of Edinburgh, 
nuoiy of whom were members of tbe Philosophical So- 
ciety, a scJheme was proposed by the Rev. Eh* Robert- 
son, principal of ^e oollege, for the establishment of a 
new society on a more extended plan, and after the 
model of some of the fweign academies which have 
for their ol]gect, tbe cultivation of every branch of 
science and Mterature. The plan was approved of and 
adopted : and a resolution was taken of soliciting the 
King for his royal patronage, to which the Phuoso- 
jj^ncal Sodety joined its influence as a body. A char- 
ter was accordingly granted by his majesty, erecting 
ikem into a cwporate body, by die tide of *' The 
Royal Society of Edinbur^," in the vear 1T83. The 
soaety published the first volume of their Transact 
iions in 1788, and since that time have occasionally 
^ven volumes to the public. A splendid building of 
Grecian architecture, oesigned by Mr Playfair, is now 
erecting at the north end of the Mound, in which the 
Royal Sodety are to have apartments. It is a paral- 
lelogram of about 90 feet by 80 — each fVont presenting 
eight columns of the Grecian Doric order. It was 
founded on piles, and will cost upwards of L. 20,000. 

ffemerian Natural History Society* 

This sodety was formed on tbe 12th of January 
1808. On that 4ay a few individuals, among whom 
was the professor of natural history, met, and resolv- 
ed tu associate themselves into a sodety for the pur- 
pose of promoting the study of Natural History ; and, 
in honour of the illustrious Werner of Freyberg, to 
assume the name of the Wernerian Natural Histo- 
ry Sodety. Professor Jameson was dected presi- 
dent; the society procured a charter from the magi- 
strates on the 10th February ; and their first meeting 
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fiv miUio bn^neis took pliot ia tbt Coll«g» Mowmi 
on uie Sd March 1808. This effective associatkm hsm 
done much to disseminate a taste for natural history 
in Edinburgh^ and oyer the whole cowktry. They 
have already published fem octayo yolumea of Me^ 
moirs> which contain many papers of great merit ; and 
thou^ the name of Werner distinguishes this associa- 
tion^ yet it is by no means to be understood firom thip 
circumstance that they ex<du8iyely &Uow (he dootriiMB 
of that distinguished mineralogist. 

There are four classes of members, ddimrjt Bon- 
resident, honorary, and foreign^ with a dass or assod^ 
ates or corre^nding members. The list includes the 
names of many of uxe most celebrated naturalists in 
Europe. 

The objects of natural history j^esented to the so^ 
dety for preservation are lodgea in the College Mu- 
seum ; and the meetings are held in a room connected 
with ike Museum* 

Society of Antiquaries. 

The Sodety of the Antiquaries of Scotland was first 
prqjected in the year 1780. A number of noblemen 
and gentlemen, to whom the historical and other anti- 
quities of their native countiy were interesting, form* 
ed themselves, in that year, into an association for in- 
yestigating these, chiefly through the exertions of the 
Earl of Buchan, who may be considered its founder ; 
and a royid charter was obtained for the incorporation 
of the society on the 39th of March 1783. The so- 
dety since that time have acquired a considerable mu- 
seum of coins, charters, andent armour, weapons, 
&c ; and the first volume of their Tramactioni was 
published in 1792. 

The Speculative Society was instituted in 1764 by 
iix students then at the university of this dty. Its 
establishment was prindpally for improvement in coip- 
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position and public epeaSdng ; and in ^ cultiTstion 
of these its members nare been highly successful. 

» 

The Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh was erect- 
ed into a body corporate by King George III. on die 
14th (^ December 1778. It is chiefly composed of the 
gentlemen attending the university. They have a 
handsome hall for their meetings in Surgeons' Square, 
and a very extensive library. 

* The Royal Physical Society is another establish- 
ment composed cmefly of the young gentlemen attend- 
ing the university, l^ey have a neat hall in Rich- 
mond Street for their meetings. The Natural His* 
tory Society, founded in 1782, and the Chemical So* 
ciet^, are now incorporated with the Royal Physical 
Society, 

Highland Society of Scotland. 

This highly important and respectable Society was 
instituted in 1785, for the purpose of promoting im- 
provements in the Highlands of Scotland ; but has 
since enlarged the sphere of its utility^ by extending 
its encouragement to every district in Scotland. Its 
olgects are the improvement of agriculture in all its 
branches, the encouragement of useful inventions, &c», 
by premiums and other motives of emulation. A 

frcat proportion of the noblemen and gentlemen of 
cotland are members. Six volumes of their Trans- 
actions have been published. The Society have elegant 
diamb^B at the west end of Queen Street. 

Caledonian Horticultural Society, 

This society was formed in the year 1809 by a num- 
ber of individuals, with the intention of '' promoting 
and improving die cultivation of the best kinds of 
Tuits, of the most choice of flowers,' and of those 
€^etafoles which are the most useful in the kitdiCTi, 
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JE^ir.tliit purpose^ a eertain iramber of priae medal* or 
premuuns are awarded annually to such persona as are 
declared by proper Jndgei to be entitled to the pre- 
ference in the production of these, and in the investi- 
gation by experiment of subjects proposed by the so- 
dety. Commtmications are also received on any sub- 
ject connected with horticultare, though not directly 
•aggesced by the society. Such communications are 
read at the ouarterl^ meetings ; and those papers 
deemed of sufficient importance are laid before the 
public in the society's Memoirs." 

The society connats of three classes ot members. 
Honorary, Ordinary, and Corresponding. In the first 
class are included the names of those of the nobility 
and gentry in Scotland who are distinguished for their 
attention to horticnlture. The ordinary members pay 
a ffuinea annually, at a composition of ten guineas ; 
and the list of corresponding members includes the 
names of many of the most successftd and exp^en- 
oed professional gardeners in the country. 

To promote the purposes of the institution, the so- 
ciety, m the year 1817, deputed their secretary, Mr 
Patrick Neill, one of the most scientific amateur hor- 
ticulturists in Scotland, and two professional garden- 
ers, to visit the principal gardens in the Low Coun- 
tries and in the north of France, with a view to the 
improvement of the firuits and vegetables of our own 
country. An interesting account of their journey was 
published in one volume 8vo. 

In July 1624 a piece of ground, in extent eight 
icots acres, was purcnased fi>r the Crown by the Barons 
of Exchequer fbr an experimental garden, and granted 
to the society upon a long and renewable lease. The 
operations for forming the garden were commenced 
in August, under the superintendence of a commit- 
tee, and a plan has been prepared fbr laying out 
the ground. This plan includes not only compart- 
mtnta&r all the different vari^ies of fhdts and esculent 
vagatab lo a a range of hot houses and frames— but, 

r2 
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also diTisioiis finr the coltare of plants fbr the sbn^ 
bery and flower-garden, and a pond for aquaties* 
Buds, grafts, and seeds of the ycj^tables cultiyated in 
the garden, wiU be freely distributed to proprietors 
and subscribers. The garden is to be <^>en to diare- 
holders and their friends. It is to be finmed and 
and supported by the sale of shares at twenty guineas, 
and the payment of one guinea per annum by membeiv 
of the society. 

School of Arts* 

This very usefrd institution was pnnected early in 
the year 1821, and is chiefly supported by voluntary 
subscription. Its olgect is to supply, at sudi an ex- 
pence as a working tradesman can afibrd, instn^on 
m the various branches of science, winch ore of prac* 
tical application in their several trades. The institu* 
tion was opened in Octob^ the sanse year, and lecturea 
on Chemistrv, Mechanics, and other useftd branches, 
were given dfuring the winter, at hours convenient for 
the tradesmen to attend. A library of the most use- 
ful books is connected with the institution ; and the 
annual subscription required from the students is 15s. 
for the privil^e of attending the lectures and the use 
of the library. The success of this institution baa- 
given rise to similar establishments in different parta 
of the country. 

Besides these associations there are numerous others,^ 
under various names, chiefly formed l^ the young 
men attending the university, for improvement in 
public speaking, and other purposes connected with 
their different pursuits. 

Advocates* Library, 

The establishment of the valuable library belonging 
to the fkculty of Advocates was projected by Sir 
George Mackenzie, and proposed by him to a meeting 
of the Faculty held on the 11th of December 1680. 
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The utility of the institution was instantly pereeived> 
and the library was founded in 1689. In the year 
169^^ the eoUection was considerably increased by a 
donation from William Duke of Queensberry. In 
1700 the room where the library was kept being near-^ 
ly destroyed by fire, it was removed to the place whidi 
it at present occupies, the ground floor oi the Parlia« 
ment House* This library, which is by ixr the most 
considerate in Scotland, is chiefly suppcHted by the 
money paid by advocates on their admission into Uie 
Faculty ; and the statute of Queen Anne, which esta- 
blishes a literary pvoperty of authors in their books, 
requiring that a copy of such books shall be given to 
thu librs^. In the library is a valuable collection of 
manuscripts, consisting of classics, of the registani of 
some of the Scottish monasteries, of illuminated mis- 
sals, and many volumes of original papers rdating to 
t^ affidra of Scotland. The Faculty acquired ihe 
valuable collection of manuscripts belonging to Sir 
James Balfour in 1700. There is also a coUeetion of 
prints ; and in 1705 the Faculty purchased a fine col- 
teotion of coins and medals, Grecian, Roman, Saxon, 
Scottish, and English. Of printed books there are 
upwards of 150,000 volumes. The books are lent out 
upon receipts, and a member of the Faculty may bor- 
row twenty-five volumes at one time, subject to the 
obligation of restormg them at the end of a year. 
The advocates have it also in their power to oblige 
their fiiends with the books of dieir Ubrary ; so Uiat 
it^is open, by this means, fi^r every useful purpose, to 
the perusal of the public The establishment is un- 
der the care of a librarian, and four assistant-librari- 
ans, appointed by the Faculty ; and among those who 
have enjoyed the office of principal librarian may be 
mentionea Thomas Ruddiman, David Hume, and 
Adam Ferguson. Walter Groodall for many years 
held the situation of assistant-librarian. 

The Advocates' Library occupies the ground-floor- 
of the Parliament House. An addition to the accom- 
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modatioii reaiiirod Ibr this eoUewve caoUectioii 
procured by the erectton of ooorUrooms for the Lordft 
Oidinary, the apartm^it under which is occupied 1^ 
the library. A nlendid new library room also Qa« 
cupies the floor aboTe the library room of the Wat- 
ers to the Sigpnet* This room is 140 feet long, and 4A 
feet wide» with an elliptical arched c^lii^ very richly 
panneledy S8 feet high. The ceiling is suppcnted foy. 
5M fluted columns snd 36 pilasters of the Cmntbiaa 
order, 18^ feet high, with an entablature ridily oma* 
mooted. The centre compartment is formed by i^an« 
drils into a dome, with a laige ci^da. The dome ia 
enriched by paintings, executed by Mr Stothard, <ii 
Apollo and the Muses ; celdi>rated Historians, Po^Sj 
Mathematicians, &c. painted as large as life. 

The book presses are fonned in piers si^>porting a 
gall^ running along both sides and end ol;' the room 
behind the cdumns. The apartment is lifted hf 
windows on the south side and centie cupola. The 
floor is of oak, and the whole has a very impoaing 
effect. 

The staircase and anti-room leading to the Ubraiy 
occupies a space of 60 feet by 92, and 45 feet high, ex» 
ecuted £rom a design of Mr Play&ir. The cdling of 
the anti-room is formed into a dome richly panndedi 
with ctqpok on the top, and supported by ten columns 
and six pilasters of tli^ Corinthian order, with a rich^ 
Iv ornamented frieze. The stair commonieatea with 
me old library und^ the Parliam^it House, whidi, be- 
sides the recent addition of a library room, 40 feet 
square, elegantly fitted up, has a fire-pnoof room for 
manuscr^ts. 

Library of Writers to the Signet. 

This library occupies the first floor of that laine 
range of buildings which extends westward from tas 
Parliament House. The principal room is 107 feat 
long, 40 in breadth, and SS in height. It was laid 
out in its preset form by the late Mr William Sterk, 
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ardiitect^ at the request of the society. Its length be- 
ing great in proportion to its other dimensions^ Mr 
Stark diyided it by open arehes into two parts^ the 
first of which is oblong, and the secSond square. The 
eeihng of the oblong mvision is supported by two rows 
ef Corinthian oolumnsy which, besides being vei^ ele- 
gant in themselves, completely obviate the difficulty 
E resented by want of height, which would otherwise 
ave been remarkable in so large a room. It also hap- 
pened fortunately, that the distance between the win- 
dows was such as suited the space proper between co- 
lumns of the dimensions required from the height of 
the ceiling. On entering the great door the cdonnade 
produces a simple and noble efi^ct. The view from 
the upper end of the room is nowise inferior ; the co- 
lonnade, as seen through the arch, receding from the 
eye in rejgilar and beautiful gradation. A narrow gal- 
lery, with a rich gilt balustn^e, runs around the walls 
and the whole fcmns one of the finest library rooms in 
the island. 

This large room is comfortably warmed by means of 
heated air. The fire-place is constructed in one of the 
cellars, and the heated air is derived from a cast-iron 
cockle about nine feet high. From this it is conduct- 
ed by pipes through the whole length of the room, ter- 
minating in oast-iron tables of an antique shape, 
firom under which the heated air is delivered. Provi- 
sion is made for rqgulating the quantity of air trans- 
mitted, and the pipes conveying it are so secured as 
to prevent all chance of accidents by fire. The appara- 
tus for heating the room was constructed under the 
superintendence of Mr James Jardine, civil engineer. 

Under this room was a lecture-room, where tne Lec- 
turer on Conveyancing appointed by the Society of 
Writers to the Signet delivered a comrse of lectures 
annually, during the Winter Session : but the magi- 
strates having, m 1^24, instituted a Ihrofessorsyp of 
Conveyancing, this branch of law is now taught in the 
apartments c^ the nniveroity. At the west end of the 
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roam> on thesaine floor^ are lerenl onalkr apartment^ 
appropriated to the reception of booka^ &c 

Thia libraiT was fimnded about the middle d kit 
century, and has a large annual fiind fat its increase 
and support. It is very rich in the dqiartm^its of 
British and Irish history, antiquities, topography^ and 
biography. 

The Signet Library, Advocates' Library, Exchequer 
Chamb^^, and Court-room, aU comnuinicate with the 
large hall of the Parliament House. 

Besides these lilnraries there is a Svbscripiion Libro" 
ry, established in 1794, with a very useful collection of 
books, supported by an entrance payment of I^IS, I2s^ 
and an annual sum of L. 1, Is. from each subscriber ; 
<— <a Select Subscription Libras^, instituted in 18C0, of 
which the entry money is L. 2, Ss., and |be annual 
payment lOs. ; — and a Biblio»Criiical Library, theobr* 
ject of which is to collect scarce and expensive books 
in sacred philology, and other subjects connected with 
the interpretation of the Scriptures. 

PKINTING. 

It would exceed our limits to enter into any discuSf- 
sion respecting, the invention of the art of printii^, or 
to trace its progress from Uie Continent to Great Bri- 
tain. It may be only remarked, that the art was disco- 
vered about the middle of the fifleenth centiuy ; that 
the first books were printed at Mentz about 1450 ; and 
that, in the year 1471, a printing-press was establish- 
ed at Westminster by William Caxton, which was the 
first that was introduced into £ngknd. 

Thirty-six years after printing had been brought to 
Westminster by Caxton, a printing press was esta- 
blished in Edinburgh* Scottish literature owes this 
establishment to the gm&^ow and brave monarch 
James IV., ^ho patronued the erection of a printinp^ 
press in the capital so early aa the year 1507. The 
first printers, asappears frwn the records of the Privy 



Sealy were Walter Ohepmsiiy a merchant in Edin- 
burgh, and Andro Millar, a workman, who were ex<* 
duBiyely empowered to exercise their trade by a grant 
under the Pnvy Seal. 

The oldest specimen of Scottish printing hitherto 
discovered is a collection of tracts, entitled *' The 
Porteous of Nobilness," printed in 1508, about one 
year after the erection of the first press in Edinburgh, 
and thirty-seYen years after the introduction of the art 
into England. These tracts are preserved in the Ad* 
▼ocates' Library, Edinburgh. 

In the year 1536^ another printer made his appear- 
ance. The first of his performances which is known 
is Bellenden's translation of Hector Boece, which bears 
to have been '' imprentet in Edinburgh be Thomaa 
Davidson, dwelling foment the Fryere Wynde." This 
book (a copy of which, on vellum, is in the College 
Library) is equal to any specimen of typography of 
that period* 

Robert Lekpreuik was the next printer of conse- 
quenoe who established himself in Edinburgh. In 
1584 there seems to have been no less than six difibr- 
ent printers in the city, viz. Bassindane, Ross, Char- 
teris, Mannenby, Arbuthnot, and Vautrollier. Bas- 
sindane was the first who printed a Bible in English^ 
in 1576. It was the Genevan translation, and was de- 
dicated to James VI. Mannenby, in 1578, was the 
first who used Greek types. " The Bible, for the use 
tf Scotland, by the Commissioners of the Kirk," was 
printed by Alexander Arbuthnot, the king's printer, 
in 1579, '' at the Kirk in the Field." 
' The ITniversity of Edinburgh having been founded 
In 1582, it was not long before it gave to the world its 
" Theses Philosophicce." These were begun to be 
^Mrinted in 1596, and the earliest typographer to the 
^oeUege was Henry C^arteris, the king's prints. The 
'first Theses were in large octavo. They assumed a 
t]uarto form in 1619 ; and before the year 1641, that 
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aise was rafoed iBto a large folio. A odtoetkm <tf thoe 
may be seen in the library of the uniTersity. 

Robert Waldegrave next established himself as mie 
of the first printers in Edinburgh. The '' lawes and 
aetes of Parliament^ maid be King James the Firsts 
and his successours, the kinges of Scotland^" collected 
by Slune^ and published in 1597, besides many other 
works, afford specimens of the typogri^hy of that pe- 
riod. 

At the commencement of the seventeenth century, 
the printers of Edinburgh were generally booksellers^ 
who, having acquired some wealth, could purchase a 
mess, and employ artificers. Andrew Hart, who b 
justly praised by Watson, the author of a history of 
fHrinting, for his well printed Bible, was only a book* 
aeller. Scotland was soon after supplied with printers 
from England. But the demand for books exceeding 
their abSities to execute them, a great part <^ the 
Scottish literature, at this period, was printed in Hol« 
land and the Low Countries. 

The Revolution in 1688 paved the way for the ex- 
tension and improvement of printing in the Scottish 
capital* But it was not till after the imi<m of the 
kingdoms, in 1707, that it made any great progress. 
In 1711, Robert Freebairn, James Watson, and John 
Basket, were appointed the royal printers in Scotland, 
and these were the first who, in Edinburgh, carried 
the art of printing to any degree of correctness and ele* 
gance. In 1715 a press was established in the city by 
the oelelnrated Ruddiman, whose learning and abiutiea 
entitle him to a plftce among the mostcekbrated typo- 
graphers of any country ; and in 1728, he was appdnt* 
ed, in conjunction with Jiunes Davidson, a boekseUer, 
joint printer to the univermty of £dinbinr|^. 

The progress of printing was necessarily delayed in 
Scotland by most of the works of the celebrated ai»- 
thors of this country being sold to booksellers in Lmi« 
don. Robert and Andrew Foulu of Crlaqgcnr, how- 
ever, acquired a fyme in printing the ancient dasdos 
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racter of the Scottish press^ and to demonstrate their 
claim to be ranked among the most iUustrious pro* 
&8sors of the typographic art. Subsequently the ap« 
pearance of Sir Walter Scott as an audior^ and the 
establishment of die £dinbun;h ReYiew> have procur« 
ed for Edinburgh^ not only the printing of works of 
Bative genius^ Init transferred to this city the printing 
and publication of books from every quarter of the 
empire. 

Mr James Ballantyne, the contemporary of Sir Wal« 
ter Scott, and the printer of all his works, had the merit 
of first attempting in Scotland to rival the typogra- 
phic specimens of the sister country ; and the exam- 
ple set by that gentleman has certaonly tended, in no 
small d^ree, to improve the execution of printing in 
every part of Scotland. 

Fnmi Mr Ballantyne's commencement the establish- 
ment oi (Hdnting on an extended and respectable basis 
in Edinburgh may be dated. Since that time, the 
number of printing-presses has increased rapidly ; and 
the art has likewise been improved. The progress of 
printing in Edinburgh will be best seen from the fol- 
lowing statement. 

^ Printing-houses in Edinburgh in 1763, . . 6 

in 1790, . . 21 
in 1822, • . 44 

In the 44 printing-houses now in Edinburgh are 
employed nearly 150 printing-presses, and the work 
MEecuted it equal in el^;anoe and oorrectnesa to any in 
Britain. 

It 18 within these last sixty years only that Edin* 
burgh has made any great figure in the literary .world ; 
but since the ccnnmencement of that period the value 
of literary property has been carried lugher here than 
in any other eoontry. David Home received L. 5000 
fi>r tne second part of his History of Eng^^nd ; Dr 
Robertson, for his Charlea v., received L.456o; and 

s 



90< FBEIODIOAI* PUBLICATION!. 

Sir Walter Soott^ Barl. hts, it is beSiertd, received 
more money for his admirable writings than any pre- 
ceding author. 

FBRIOSICAL rUBLICATIONS. 

The periodical publications of Edinburgh are. 

The Soots Magazine, begun in 1739^ published 

monthly. 
The Farmet's Magazme, b^un in 1800, published 

quarterly. 
The Edinburgh Review, begun in October 1802, 

published quarterly. 

The Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, begun 
in 1805, published quarterly. 

Blapkwood's Edinourgh Magazine, begun in 1817, 
published monthly. 

The Edinburgh Philosophical Journal, b^un in 
1818, published quarterly. 

The Edinburgh Journal of Science, published quar- 
terly. 

Edinburgh Christian Instructor, published monthly. 

Christian Monitor, published monthly. 




monthly. 
Edinburgh Annual Register. 
Edinburgh Almanack, annually. 
Edinbui^h Directory, annually. 

Newspapers, 

E^UnbiBgli ETening Ooiurant, publii^ed M(Miday, 
Thmrsday, and Saturday. 

Caledonian Mercury, Monday, Thursday, and St« 
turday. 

The Edinburgh Observe, Tuesday and Friday. 

Edinburgh Gazette, Tuesday and Friday. 

Edinburgh Adv«ntiser, Tuesday and Fnday. 

Edinburgh Star, Tuesday and Friday. 

The Scotsman, Wednescuiy and Saturday. 
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weekly Journal^ WedneBday. 

Weekly Chronide, Wednesday. 

The Independent, Saturday. 

Edinborgn Times, Saturday. 

Edinburgh and Leifh Advertiser, Saturday. 



PROGRESS AND PRESENT STATE OF THE ARTS. 

Many causes might be enumerated which have re- 
tarded the progress of the fine arts in Scotland. Prior 
to the union of the crowns, its situation, with respect 
to England, involved the country in almost perpetual 
wars ; and the feudal nature of the government, and 
the habits of the great barons, operated for ages to the 
prejudice of every thing that was not subservient to 
baronial power, or connected with martial glory. The 
small number of great tovms, the poverty of the 
country, and, before the union of the kingdoms, the 
almost total want of manufactures and commerce, also 
powerfully contributed to repress a taste for arts, 
which can only exist under settled governments, and 
in states of comparative wealth. Notwithstanding of 
these disadvantfkges, however, the art of architecture, 
as disi>laved in the baronial castles still remaining, 
but chieny in the remains of those vast fabrics rais- 
cyl by our ancestors for religious purposes, seems to 
have made considerable progress in Scotland at a very 
early date. The Abbey of Melrose was founded by 
David I. in 1136 ; that of Dryburgh in 1130 ; that of 
Holyroodhouse in 1128 ; and Glasgow Cathedral was 
erected in 1197. The intercourse which was kept up 
with Italy, the seat of the head of the church, by the 
clergy of Scotland, must early have had its effect on 
the style of the religious buildings in this country ; 
and pnor to this penod traces of the Saxon and the 
Homan conquests are to be found in their architeofcural 
remains. 

The earliest artists, however, do not saam to have 
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been natiTes of the oountrj. King Robert Bmee k 
said to have invited foreign artists into Scotland. The 
rites of fireemasonry are belieyed to have been intro- 
duced by foreign artisans, at the foundation of Kilwin- 
ninff Abbey in 1140 ; and from an inscription on a wall 
at the entrance of the south aisle of Melrose Abbey« 
printed by Grose^ it appears that the person who had 
charge of the most important religious edifices was a 
native of Paris. 

James I. is well known for his love of the arts ; and 
James III.^ according to Pitscottie^ " was ane naan 
that loved solitarines^ and desired nevir to hear of 
warre ; but delighted more in musffik^ and polide^ and 
building, than he did in the government of his 
realme. ' The pakce in StirUng Castle CTected by 
James V* about the year 1629, evinces considerable 
taste in architectural decoration ; and the roof of the 
king's room in that building was covered by a series of 
carvings in oak, which place the sculpture of that p&* 
riod in a very high point of view. This elegant roof 
foil down in part in 1777^ and the heads whidi adorn- 
ed it were at that time removed. Most of these^ how- 
ever^ are still preserved, and engravings of the whdk 
were published by Mr Blackwood in 1617. The goM 
bonnet pieces of James V. are said by Ruddiman to 
equal the sculpture 6n the Roman coins in the best pe- 
riod of the history of that people. • 

The first Scottish painter of any note^ was George 
Jamesone, a native of Aberdeen^ who was bom in IS86. 
This celebrated artist^ usually called the Scottish Van- 
dyke^ studied the art under Rubens, at Antwerp. 
Ai^er his return to his native countr^y he applied with 
indefatigable industry to portraits in oil, tnough he 
sometimes practised in miniature^ and also in history 
and landscape. Charles I. sat to him for his picture, 
as did also many of the great characters of that period. 
Jamesone died at Edinbui^h in 1644. Many of his 
works are in the colleges of Aberdeen^ and his picture 
of the Sybils there he is reported to have drawn horn 
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Uwtmg ^beAuties in that city. The exceUenoe of Jame- 
aone is said to consist ill delicacy and softneas> with a 
^ear and heautiM colouring. One of Jamesone's 
most distinguished pupils was Alexander, who after- 
wards became related to his master by marrying his 
sbter. Of the pordraits painted by tms latter artist, 
the fail length portrait of Sir George Mackenzie^ king's 
advocate, in his gown o£ office, is reckoned the best. 

To these artists succeeded the elder Scougal in the 
reigns of Charles II. and his brother James II. (VII.^ 
This artist possessed a considerable share of merit, ana 
it is said that there were few great families in Scot- 
land at that time who did not possess some of his por« 
traits. The style of Scougal bears a great resemblance 
to that of Sir Peter Lely, particularly in his draperies. 
Corrudes a foreigner, is mentioned to have been an ar-> 
tist in Scotland contemporary with Scougal ; and his 
styte is said to have been far above mediocrity. 

When James Duke of York repaired the chapdUroyal 
of Holyroodhouse at Edinburgh, De Witt, an artist 
af tlie Flemish sdiod, and of considerable r^utation^ 
was employed to paint portraits of all the Scottish 
kings from the supposed founder of the monarchy 
downwards, for the long gallery on the nordi side of 
the palace. These fanciml portraits are by no means in 
general well executed, though a fow of them are paint- 
ed in a free bold mann^, not altogether without merit. 

The younger Scougal, for a considerable time after the 
Bevobition, was the only painter of note in Scotland. 
This artist, however, was more careful of amassing 
wealth than <^ adding to his fame. " His careless- 
ness occasioned many complaints by his employers; 
but he gave fhr answer, that they might seek oUiers, 
well knowing there w&ce none to be found at that 
time in Scotland." The pictures of this artist are not 
of the first merit. 

Nicolas Hude, a Frenchman, succeeded Scougal the 
younger in improving the art of painting in Scotland. 
He had been one of the directors of the Fren^ Aca- 

■ 2 
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deny ; bat> <» tlie fepeal of the edict of Nttits, k 
16S6, he sought reAige in England ts a ProtertsBt 
envl||nait He at fifBt made an misuccessftd attempt t0 
ettabliah himaelf in London ; but on the invitation of 
William the first Duke of QaeCTsberry, he came to 
Scotland. Sereral of his pictures are still to be seen 
in the house of Drnmlanrig. In his style and man- 
n^ he much resembles Rubens^ and the skill of a con- 
noisseur is required to distii^;uish between the works 
of these great masters. Hude^ notwithstanding his 
merit, died in straitened drcurastances. 

Prior to the Union, John Bapdste Medina, a natiye 
of Brussels, vint^ Scotland, and being patronized by 
the Duke of Queensberry, high commisuoner to the 
Scottish parliament, who con^red the orda* of knight- 
hood on him, soon after settled in Edinburgh as a 
portrait painter, Uiougfa he had been or^;inally bred in 
the line of historical delineations. Sir John Medina 
died in 1711, and was buried in the GreyfHars Church- 
yard. His portraits were painted with great fteedom, 
pvednon, and efifbct ; and seyeral may yet be seen in 
nidh preservation in the Surgeons' Hidl. 

The era of the Union, amone the oth^ advanti^^es 
which it procured to Scotlano^ had a favourable ef- 
fect also on the arts. William Aikman, the firiend of 
the poet Allan Ramsay, was among the first of those . 
who, at this period, went to Italy to study painting, 
and improve himself on the modeb of the ancient 
masters. After his return, thn artist was employed 
for thirteen .years in pfinting portraits, whidi ne did 
in a style of great excellenoe. Mr Aikman died in 
London in 1733. 

Contemporary with Aikman were Ridiard Wait 
and George Manhall, both pupils of the younger Soou- 
gal. Marshall applied himself to portrait-paintiBg ; 
but he never acqmred much reputati(m in his profes* 
sion. Wait excdled in the delineation of what is call- 
ed stUUUfe. 

John Alexander, a descendant of the Scottish Van- 
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dyhe, who flourished at this time^ seems to have inhe- 
nted a krge portion of the talents of his illustrioiis 
progenitor. Havii^ sti^died in Italy^ he returned to 
nis native oountry, and was patronized by the Duchess 
of Gordon^ daughter to Uie Earl of Pet^borough. He 
painted portraits^ history^ and historical la^dscape^ 
with mueh success. 

Alias Ramsayy the son of the Scottish poet, was a 
painter of considerable eminence. He went to Italy 
to Improve himself in his profession^ which^ afler his 
retfuniy he practised with great reputation. In the de- 
<^De of his life he went to France; but died at Dover 
on his return to England in 1784. One of his best plo- 
tbsss is a portrait of Dr Alexander Monro primus, 
which is now in the possession of his grsndson, the 
present Dr Alexander Monro. Excellent portraits of 
Greoi^ III. and his Queen, by Ramsay^ may be seen 
in the palace of Holyroodhouse. 

James Ncurrie was a landscape painter of very consi- 
der!d>le merit in Edinburgh, about the middle of the 
last century. He painted landscapes of a greyish or 
China ink sort of colour^ which are often fbund on pan- 
nek over chimney-pieces^ and many of which have un- 
common merit, are highly esteemecC and are often pur- 
chased at very considerable prices. The son of this 
artist, John Norrie^ succeeded to his fath^s genius* 
Many of the works of these artists are to be seen in 
the principal houses in the old part of Edinburgh, and 
in other places throughout Scotland. 

De la Cour and Pavilon, two French painters, who 
settled in Edinburgh, increased the knowledge of the 
principles of their art, and initiated some of our most 
celebrated painters in the art of design* The celebrat- 
ed Runcimans, Brown, and Nasmyth, learned the ru- 
diments of drawing from the latter. 

But the progress of the art in Scotland was mucb 
facilitated, about this time, by the exertions of two in- 
diriduals in a neighbouring dty. Rob^ and Andrew 
Fotths; printers in Glasgow, after having established 
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.«Mr mt in tht* tawn in a styic of cftenMice i» kMwa 
Mbfe> with a laudable endearour to eztml the €km 
arti in Scotland, founded an AcadmBy for that pnr- 

re in 1753. Tbe achene, however, auvioo ^reat to 
undertaken at the expaice of pdyate individoalik 
After a vam itmggle for existence, the academj €iip 
ally dosed, after the death of ita founders, in 177i. 
The b^iefilB of the ifistitation, howofer, were Bot lost ; 
for many artist8» sinoe celebrated, MBong whom -mm 
Mr DaTid Allan, wom vesred at this academy. It is 
•wnrthy of remark, diat the GUasiow acade my wm 
aat^)hshed fifteen years before that m Semeracti homi 
was opened. 

The tpo RuneiBiaBS, as already nentioDed^ woe 
tiMght dwving by Fksilco, after whidi they botii 
vent to Italy, where John, the «lder brother, dUa4> 
Akxander ret9inied.to his native oountry in 1771, «& 
ter a residence of five yean in Italy, and wm in the 
sane year appointed by the Board of Tmatees for the 
Sneenragement of Manufactures, &c. master of an act* 
demy which was at that time established in Edinboi^ 
for the study of drawing. Runciman at this tine 
prqjeeted and began his gseat work in the Hall of Oa- 
nan at Penicuik, the seat of Sir George Ckxk, Baft 
Ano t hnr ciqpd^ performance, the Ascension, maj be 
seen above the altar of the Chapel, Cowgate, formerlv 
the chief place of iror^ip for those of the Epiae^ 
persuasion in Edinburgh. The dder brother, JcAn^ 
was also an excellent painter, and, in the ofnnion of 
the best judges, eren surpassed Alexander. Hk works 
are uncommonly rare, as it is said he destroyed many 
of them before his death, wherever he could find 
them. 

Nearly contemporary with this artist was the oels- 
brated Jacob More, by msny considered the first land- 
scape-painter of his time. He was bom in Edinbui^ 
about the year 1760, and Inred with a hous&4Muntir 
there, when he beganto paint landscape, with histoii- 
csl figurei. He aftarww^da i^rent to iiOBdoDj where 
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he continued for some time ; and from thence to Ita- 
ly, where he died in the year 1793. 

Gavin Hamilton^ also a contemporary of the Rnnei- 
manSj was an artist of considerable merit. He resided 
chiefly in Italy, and his works ssre not much known in 
Scotland* 

Alexander Runciman continued to superintend the 
academy in Edinburgh till the period of his death, 
which happened on the 21st October 1785. 

On the death of Runciman, the late David Allan, 
portrait and historical-painter, succeeded him, as mas- 
ter oi the academy established by the Trustees for Ma- 
nu&ctures in Scotland. Mr Allan was bom on the 
ISth of February 1744. He received the rudiments 
of his art at the unfortunate academy of Glasgow, and 
afterwards went to Rome, where he resided for sixteen 
years, subsisting himself chiefly, during that time, by 
the copies which he made flrom the celebrated pictures 
of the ancient masters. His fame, as an historical 
painter, chiefly rests on a picture which he painted 
about Uiis time on the Origin of Painting, and which 
procured him the gold medal given by the academy of 
St Luke for the best specimen of historical composi- 
tion. Mr Allan died at Edinburgh in the year 1797- 
On the death of Mr Allan, a competition for the place 
of master of Ae Edinburgh academy took place, and 
the trustees, with the laudable wish of extending the 
advantages of the institution, resolved that merit alone 
should determine their choice of a successor. Five spe- 
cimens were requited from each candidate, (of whom 
there appeared nine or ten,^ and these w^e to be sub- 
mitted to Mr West, president of the Royal Academy 
in London, and other academicians. The palm of 
merit was awarded by these gentlemen to Mr John 
Graham, who had painted many pictures of acknow- 
ledged merit. Mr Graham, by the liberality of the 
trustees, was enabled to introduce into the aoidemy a 
collection of casts of the most celebrated antique sta- 
tiie8> whidi is only surpassed by the collection of the 
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Ropl Aotdemy of London ; mid the bett eokgiiiiB «/ 
this ingenioas teacher is the success of the pupik 
whom he grounded in the principles of the art. Amoi^ 
tiiese are David WlUde, R.A. Patrick Gibson, Willi^B 
Allaa> David Thomson, Alexander Fraser, and 'Wil- 
liam Sheriff, as painters; William Lizars and Jobs 
Burnett, engravers; and William Scoular, sculptor* 
Mr Graham^ principal works are, David Instructing 
Solomon^ in the possession of the Earl of Wemyss; 
the Burial of General Fraser ; and two pictures for the 
Shakespeare Gallery. He also executed many smaller 
works and some portraits. Mr Andrew Wilson, an 
artist of uncommon merit, was appointed to succeed 
Mr Graham in the academy of the Trustees, on the 
34th January 1818. 

An unsuccessful attempt was made, about the year 
1786, by aome of the Scottish artists, after their return 
fipom improving themselves on the Continent, to esta* 
bl^ an acad^ny of the fine urts in Edinburgh. Im 
the year 1791 Mr Alexander Nasmvth made a second 
attempt, which was also unsucoesi^. Another attempt 
at an institution of this kind was made in 1797 ; but 
like the others it also fdl to the ground. 

At last, however, a public exhibition was opened in 
1808, with the most promising appearance of success, 
which was continued annually f6r six successive se»- 
aons* The pictures exhibited were many of them of 
great merit ; and though this establishment also ulti- 
mately fidled £rom some misunderstanding among the 
artists themselves, oir, perhaps, from the want of pub- 
lic patronage, yet it certainly had the eSect of dif^is- 
ing among the public a taste for works of art, whick 
can -only he extended by audi exhiUtions. 

An Institution for the enoouragement of the Fins 
Arts in Scotland was founded in Edinbuigh on the 1st 
February, and an Exhibition of Paintings by Ancient 
Miusters opened on the 11th Mardi 1819. This insti- 
tution is intended for the exhibition of pictures <hi a 
plan similar to that of the British Gallery in London* 
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In 1920^ painiii^ of ancient matters were exhibited ; 
and annually^ since that period, the institution success* 
fully brought the pretensions of existing artists before 
the nuhlic, bjr exhibitions confined to their works alone. 
The principal artists have rooms at which their 
works may be seen. 



RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS. 

The regular established clergy connected with £din« 
burgh are twenty-five. Of these three are in the sea- 
port town of Leith^ two in the suburb of Canongate^ 
and two in the parish of St Cuthbert's. The number 
o£ parishes into which the city and dependencies is 
^vided> and of which these are the pastors, is sixteen, 
including the suburb of Canongate, St Cuthbert's, and 
South and North Leith, and the number of churches 
the same ; but some of the buildings contain under 
their roof more than one place of worship. Nine of 
tl^se parishes are called collegiate char^, or have two 
ministers each joined in the discharge of the pastoral 
office. Besides these, there are under the control of 
the established church seven Chapels of JSase, as they 
ate called, two of which are in the Canongate, one in 
theoldpartof the town, two in the southern district of 
the city, one at Stockbridge, and one in Leith. . 

There is likewise a chapd, which, indeed^ may be 
almost considered as a chapel of ease to the estabUsbed 
churchy where the service is performed in the (Saelic 
or Erse language^ for the benefit of the Higblanden. 
It was orectod in 1769, and stood on the south side of 
^ castle ; but the congregation removed in 1815. to a 
more commodious place! of worship erected at the head 
of the Horse Wynd. 

The total number of ]^ces for Divine worship in 
Edinburgh and Leith is sixty-eig^ of the following 
pecsuanotts: 
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of Greece, and was born in the sixth century. On the 
death of his parents, he gave all his estate to the poor, 
and travelled into France, where he retired into the 
deep recess of a wilderness near the conflux of the 
Bhone with the sea, and continued there for three 
years, living upon the spontaneous produce of the 
earth, and the milk of a doe. Having obtained the 
reputation of extraordinary sanctity, various miracles 
were attributed to him ; and he founded a monastery 
in Languedoc, long after known by the name of St 
Giles. In the reign of James II., Mr Preston of 
Gourton, a gentleman whose descendents still possess 
an estate in the county of Edinburgh, procured a sup- 
posed arm-bone of this holy man, which relic he most 
giously bequeathed to the church of St Giles in Edin- 
urgh. In gratitude for this invaluable donation, the 
magistrates of the city, in 1454, considering that the 
said bone was " freely left to oure moyr kirk of Saint 
Grele of Edinburgh, withoutyn ony condition makyn,** 
granted a diarter in favour of Mr Preston's heirs, by 
which the nearest heir of the name c^ Preston was en- 
titled to the honour of carrying it in all public proces- 
sions. This honour the family of Preston continued 
to enjoy till the Reformation. 

At what time St Giles's Church was first founded is 
uncertain. The first mention of a church in this city, 
that has been met with, is in the year 1359, when 
David II., by his charter under the Great Seal, grant- 
ed to the chaplain officiating at the altar of St Katha- 
rine's Chapel in the parish chnrch of St Giles, Edin- 
burgh, all the lands of Upper Merchiston, &c. The 
next mention made of this church is in the year 1380 
when a contract was made between the provost of Edin- 
burgh and several masons, to vault or arch ov^ a cer- 
tain part of the said church ; and in 1387, when a con- 
siderable addition seems to have been made to it. 

In 1466, the parish church of St Giles was erected 
into a collegiate church by King James III., having 
been before that period only a parish church, of which 
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the Abix>t oi Seone was patron. Tht cfaap^ef oonsivW 
ed of a pG0¥O8t^ curate^ sixteen prebendaries, a mini* 
stf r of the choir, four choristers, a sacristane, said, a 
hc»dle. Th^e seems at this time to haye been no lest 
than forty altars ilninded and supported in the church. 
The celebrated Scottish poet ana translator of Virgil, 
Gavia Douglas, ii^as for some time Dean of St Giles. 

Soon afl^ U]£ Reformation, St Giles's was divided 
into four separate places of worship ; and smaller di.r 
visions for various public purpose have since that period 
been ma^. The magistrates at the same time toofc 
possession of all the sacred vessels and relics* andj 
awong others, the coat of St Giles, and the sacred r^lic. 
of the arm-boQe, enshrined in »lver. These were or- 
daiiidd to be disposed of» md the money employed in 
r^xufing the cWch. 

In the yeav H%S>, the clock belong^g to the abbey 
cbajpeh of Lindoree^ in Fi^hire, waa bought for tl^ 
sum Qi h* 6S Scots, ifO he put up in the spire of thia 
church. In lySdl^ the t^wer of it was u^ed as a cesiw 
mon pnson ; bii| the {H-isoners baring damaged tha 
roof, the town-council discharged it from being used 
finr this pumose ever after. In this church, on the 
13th of October 1643, the Solenm I^cagoe and Cove^ 
oant was sworn toy and subscribed by the Committee 
of Estates of Parli^^ment, the Commission of tt^ 
Church,, aad the English Commissioners. 

The four places for worship upder the rotf of St 
Giles's are as follows >— 

. 1. The Jfigk C^ttrdlr^This is the chief division of 
St Gilea's^ beiw die choh: of the cathedral. In it iff 
an elegant and nnely omameqted seat fcnr his Majestyi 
with a canopy^ supported by fiiur handsome columns^F 
This seat is occupied by the Commissioner tfx the Ge^ 
neral Assembly, when that court h<olds its annua}- 
meetingp. Thi^ are held in the grea^ aisle of the 
dioir. In this church fae also the seats of the Magi- 
strates pf itie aty, those of the Judges of the Court oi 
Session, and the Barons of bis Majesty's Exche^i^er., 



Srr fiIL£f*S CHUBCH* , 919 

Ti^ese attend public worship in tlidr eobes «f uttce^ 
during the terms of their reBpective sessions. 

S. The Old Ckur(^.-^The Old Church is under tht 
great tower^ in the central part of the building* 

3. The Tolbooth C&MrcA.—«Tbis place of worship oc- 
cupies the south-west quarter of St Giles's ; and ac- 
2uired its present name from the Gtrcumstanee of con- 
emned eriminals being broogbt into the church to 
hear a sermon previous to tlieir execution^ a practice 
^^ch hfis long been laid aside. 

New ^orth, or Haddo's Hole C^urci^— This church 
occupies the north-west part of the fabric* It was not 
fitted up as a place of worship till the year 1699* Ife 
is supposed to take its name from a small yauli atr 
tflcfaed to it being used at one lame as a place of con- 
finement fbr Lord Haddo. 

The place on which the buildings of the Parliament 
Square stand was formerly the cemetery of St Giles ; 
and in this burying-ground were deponted the re-* 
mains of the great Scottish Refbrmer^ John ff nox^ one 
who^ in the discharge of what appeared to him to be 
rights '* never feared the fece of man." Within the 
dmrch, also, lie the remains of James Earl of Murray^ 
Regent of Scotland^ who was basely shot at Linlitn- 
gow by Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh. Napier of Mer-« 
eliiston^ well known for his admii^le invention of the 
logarithms, was also interred here. His monumetit 
was formetiy on the outside of the iitfrth Wfdl of (hat 
|Wrt which is called the New Church, but was some 
time ago transferred to the inside of ^e dburdb^ Undev 
Ilie venerable arches of St Giles, too, repose ^e ashes 
of the gallant Marquis of Mohtrose, who, in tm luh 
htt>py period c€ our ht^ory, petished, amidst the in- 
tuits or the unrelenting Coreoanters, by Uie hands of 
the common executioner. 

The patronage (^ tlie churdi of St Gile* is now, 
together with all the other establi^^ cbttrdkes of die 
c%, in the magiatrates and town o6itBc^ of Bdin*^ 
h«irgh. 
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The wi3h of this building were fonnerly enm^ 
with paltry sheds occupied as shops^ but these have 
been removed^ and a phin is in agitation for improv- 
ing its external appearance. 

Trinity College Church, 

Tliis church stands in the low ground at the east 
end of the drained morass called the North Lock. It 
was founded in the year 1462, by Mary of Gueldres, 
consort to James II.; but the original plan seems 
never to have been completed. Only the cfaoir^ the 
central tower, and the cross of the churchy were erec^ 
ed ; and the fine Gothic style in which these are fi- 
nished, make it to be r^retted that the whole was 
not carried into ejcecution. This church was former- 
ly collegiate^ and its charter of foundation provided 
for a provost, eight prebendaries, two choristers^ and 
a sacnstane. The foundress was interred in the nortJi 
aide. Lindsay of Pitsoottie says, '' In the zeir of God 
1463 yeires, Margaret Queine of Scotland, and docb- 
ter to the Duik of Gildar, dq)airted at Edinbuigk, 
and was buried in the Trinitie Colledge, quhilk shoe 
had built hirselff after her husbandis decea^ King 
James the Second." | 

This church lately underwent a thorough repair. 
The old seats and galleries, which had become com- 
pletely ruinous^ were removed ; the fine Go^ic win- 
dows, which had been in a great measure built up with 
stones and bricks in ' the coarsest manner, have b^a 
opened and restored^ and an entirely new arrangement 
of the seating has been adopted. The building is ia 
^e Cathedral form^ and appears never to have consisl- 
ed of more than the choir xx eastern part and the trai»- 
sept or cross^ the western part having been b^^n, but 
never finished. The noble windows on the north ani 
south ends of the transept are now completely replac- 
ed, and admit a bkze of light. . The pulpit, which is 
constructed with appropriaite Gothic omaraents, corre- 
sponding to the general character of^ the building, h 
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fh)nting the magnificent window at the ether extaremi« 
ty of the church. The interior^ when viewed in this 
erection, exhibits a fine spedmen of Gothic architec- 
ture. The roof of the side aisles being rather low, no 
galleries have been erected, whi^ contributes to give 
more effect to the interior peyspeotive. The door on 
the south has been shut up, and two others opened at 
tke eaetem extremities of the aisksL On ^ nordi 
iUb ef the church is a connected bttflding, probably 
inteiidcd for the meetings ef the proTest i»d prebeB* 
4a4es, in which it is said the foundress was intened. 
This building is now fitted up as a Testiv or session* 
house. This elegant church was opened for Divine 
service, after these repairs, on Sunday the 18th of June 

Tron Church, 

This ehvrch itaads in the High Street, at the point 
where the two bridges, leading to the south and north 
|itrts e^ title town, meet. It wws first fimnded in 1637, 
end epened for public wendiip in 1647. It is of a 
square fom, ana is surmoimted with a high tower, 
having a clodc and sphre. This church at its first 
ereetion was intended to have been roolbd with cop* 
per; and in 1644, 1000 stone w^gfat of that metal 
utae purdiased at Amsterdam ibr that purpose. But 
the money being required for othar purposes, it was 
•fterwards ordered to be sold, and the church covered 
with lead and slates. In the year 167S a beU, which 
cost 1490 roerks, Ss. Scots, was put up in the spire; 
and Hyc years after the dock belonging to the Tron, 
or weigh-honse, was erected in it. At the time of 
building the Souith Bridge, the dmrch was almost re* 
built ; the north fnmt and elevated tower only retain* 
lag their fbrmer appearance. This place of worship 
was fbrmerly called Christ's Church, but seetas to have 
aequired its present name from its vicinity t» the pub-» 
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Ik beam or Tron. On the north firont^ imn diedooi^ 
is this inscription :— 

iEDEM HAKC CHEISTO BT 

ECCLE8TA SACRABUNT 

CITES BDINBUBOENI 

ANNO MDCXLr. 

The spire of this church was tmmt down on thtf 
16th of Norember 1824, haying accidentally cati^ed 
fire from the bnming embers^ blown by the wind from 
the great tenementa on the wett^ which lodged about 
the wooden balustrade. 

Ladi/ Testers Church. 

This church stands nearly opposite to the Royalln- 
firmary, in a street which runs to the eastward from 
the SQUth Bridge. It owes its origin and its name to 
the piety of Margaret Ker, Lady Yester, who, in the 
year 1647, gave to the citizens of Edinbtugh a oonsi^ 
derable sum of money to build a place of W(»ship, and 
maintain a minister to officiate in it. Theorigtnai 
building, founded in consequence of thi» d(mation« was 
not remarkable for elegance of architecture ; but it was 
taken down in 1803, and a new church erected on its 
site^ which was opened for public worship in the fol- 
lowing year. The new church is built, with a consU 
derable share of taste, in imitation of the anct^at Go« 
thic manner, and proves no small omameiit to this 
part of the city. 

Old and New Gre^riars Churches, 

These two churches, which are both undeip one roo^ 
stand in the burying-ground called the Greyfrimn 
Church-yard, anciently the garden belonging to the 
monsstery of Greyfriars, which was situated in. the 
Grassmarket. The Old Greyfriars Church was found* 
ed in the year 1612. It had at that time a spir^ 
which seems to have been used as the city magazine 
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fyt gtmpowder. The magaziiie^ however^ BtifiMrtu* 
irately exploded on the 7m of May I7I89 and the 
spire was destroyed. The magistrates, instead of 
erecting it anew, and the increasing population of the 
city requiring additional places g£ worship, built to 
the western end of the old edifice a new cnurch, the 
foundation of which was laid in 1719, and finialied In 
1721, at the expenoe of L.30i5 Sterling. It is sepa« 
rated from the old church by a partition wall ; and, 
being erected posterior to the other, received the name, 
which it still holds, of the New Greyfriars Church. 
Both of these churches have been lately new seated 
and repaired. The celebrated Dr Robertson was for 
many years one of the pastors of the Old Greyfiriars 
Church. 

In the burying-ground around these churches lie 
the remains of many eminent men, among whom are, 
the first humanist and Latin poet of modern tima^ 
^e celebrated George Buchanan ; Sir George Madcen^ 
zie, the well known Scottish lawyer; the great Dr 
Archibald Piteairne; the elegant mstorian or Charles 
v., the late Principal Robertson ; and the celebrated 
hnproter of modem chemistry, Dr Black. 

Canongate Church, 

This church stands nemr the middle of the north 
Mde of the street named the Canongate, and was 
founded in 1688. It is a Gothic building, in the form 
of a cross. Formerly the inhabitants of this district 
repaired to the ^Royal Chapel of Holyroodhouse to per> 
fbrm their religious duties; but King James VII. (or 
II. of England j having appropriated it for the celebra- 
tion of Divine service according to the rites of the 
Churdi^of Rome, and decorated it for the instalment 
of the Knights of the ancient order of the Thidle, the 
inhabitants of the Canongate were obliged to accom- 
modate themselves elsewhere. One Thomas Moodie, 
a pious citizen of Edinburgh, having leA a certain sum 
of money tot building a church, wluch had now accu* 
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midAtfld to a oomklerAUt mm, James was rwoRuided 
«f tlie eircmiiataiioe, upon whkh he ordered the eieo 
tlon <Kf the present drarch^ and the expenoe to be de- 
fhiycd out of the said bequest The expenee o€ Its 
M-ection amonnted to L.9400 Streling. It was lately 
new seated and repaired. 

In the cemetery of this ehvreh lie the reraaiBs oi 
the celebrated author of the Wealth of Nations, Pr 
Adam Smith ; and a " sim|de stone>" erected at the 
expenee of Bums, marks the burial place of the Soot* 
tisn poet, Robert Fergusson. 

St Cuthberfs Church, 

St CuthbeH's Church, or the fVett Kirk, stands at 
the western extremity of the valley which divides the 
New from the Old Town, near the foot ef the rock 
on which the Castle is reared. The present buikUiig 
it of modem erection, though the former ctareh of St 
Cathbert's stood on the same ^t ibr n«my ageft. 
The architecture of this building is by no means 3^ 
gant ; but a handsome spire atones, in a great me»- 
sure, fbr the homely appearance of the other part of 
this church. It is considered to be the lai^gest place 
of worship in Edinburgh. 

A Chapel of Bate, oennected with the parish of St 
Cuthbert's, was erected in the southern division of the 
town in 1757, at the expenee of L. 1900> for thf fur* 
ther accommodation of the numerons population be^ 
longing to this parish. To it is attached a «nall ce- 
metery 

Chapel ofEa^ef Clerk Street. 

The extension of the population requiring an addi- 
tional place of worship, a new Chapel of £ase> to the 
West Church parish, designed by Mr Robert Brown, 
architect, was erected in 18SS on the west side of Cleric 
Street. This edifice has a Ghrecian front, with a por- 
tico, and a handsome spire, about IIQ feet hi^h. The 
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body! of the dhurch is 102 feet long by 73 .feet broad 
o^&c walls, and is calculated to accommodate 1800 
peo|)le« 

[ Chapel of Ease i Stockbridge. 

This chapel, also connected with the parish of St 
Cathbert's, was built in 1823, for the accommodation 
of the numerous population in Stockbridge and neigh- 
bourhood. It is a neat plain edifice, of 80 feet by 62, 
with Ionic pilasters and pediment in front. A spire 
rises over it to the height of 70 &et. This chapel ac- 
tximmodates about 1350 people. It was designed by 
JIdr James Mylne^ architect. 

St Andrew* s-Churth, 

--^■4lii9- church stands on the north side of G«or^e*s 
Street, in the New Town. The building is of an oval 
form, and is surmounted with a fine tapering spire, 
168 feet in height. An elegant portico, supported by 
four columns of the Corinthian order, projects a few 
feet into the street. In the spire is a chime of eight 
bells. The whole is elegantly finished, and has a fine 
appearance. 

St George's Church. 

This church stands on the west side of Charlotte 

Square, and forms the terminating object of George's 

^r^t, ^m which it is seen aloAg its whole extimt. 

The f^ont to the square is 112 feet, and consists of a 

portico or- vestibule with four columns and two pilas^ 

ters of the Ionic order 35 feet high, elevated on a night 

of steps 68 feet in width. Behind the portico rises a 

.dome upon a basement 48 feet square, above which is 

/uoircular row of columns with their ent^iature, and 

tee whole is surmounted by a lantern of eight columns 

^c^ the height of 150 feet from the ground* IThe dome 

-is intended as a miniature represei^ation of that of St 

• jBaid's. The extreme breadth of the building: is 128 

i^ It was founded on the 14th of May ISll ; and 
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the flan wai deaigiied by Boben Rod, Esq. oreluteet 
The cdebrmted Adfta, ma deagned .^le baildingi of 
the square in which it stands, likewise fumidled s 
plan ror the church, which was relinouisbed on ac- 
count of its estimated eipence, and tne plan of Mr 
Held adopted. The whde buflding, with the exceptioo 
«f the dome^ whidi is seefti to i^lvantage in aiiDost 
efiery direction round die city, has a heary appearance 
and in its ultimate expenoe considerably exi^eded that 
sum which would have been necessary to erect the 
ehurch on Mr Adam's plan. It cost L. 33,000. It wa« 
opened for public worsnip in 1814, and is calculated to 
contain 1600 people. 

Si Mar$'t Church, 

The rapidly increasing population of the New Town 
requiring an additional place of worship, a new diinvh 
was buik in the centre of Bellevue Crescent, fiom 
a design by Mr Gillespie, and opened for pnblic wor^ 
ship in Jamiary 1626. The front to the east is aov«r- 
ad by a portico widi a pediment of the CoriiithiKn jwJ 
der, prelecting 17 feet. A lender tapering spire ris^ 
from behind the portico to the height of 1S€ IM 
The church measures 76 feet in front by 96 back, ti)^ 
is calculated to accommodate 1800 people. The whde^. 
is executed in the best taste. 

At the bottom of St Vincent Street, west end of 
Great King Street, and fix>nting to the south, another 
€hurch has been marked off to be commenced imme^^ 
diately. The design for this chunih Is by Mr Thoti 
Brown, superintendant of public works in the di 
and is of the Grecian onder iHth hexastyle pordco 
Ihe centre, and towers upon die angles for (jocks a 
▼anes. The interior fhrms an oval of about 90 foet by 
lighted from the roof; and it is calculated to 
modate 1800 persons. 
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SCOTTISH BPISCOPAL CHCTRCH. 

The clergy of the Scottish Episcopal church are sup* 
ported hy their congregations; hut a fund has been 
established by subscription, under the management of 
trustees, for the purpose of being invested in goyem- 
Tnent securities, the annual interest of which is to be 
diyided by them into such stipends as the extent of the 
fUnd and the exigencies of the cases may require. 

The Scottish £piscopal church has fiye places of 
worship in Edinburgh^ and one in Leith. The num- 
ber of dioceses in the whole country is six, superin- 
tended by as many bishops ; and the places of wor^ip 
amount to nearly sixty. 

St Pau^s ChapeL 

St Paul's Chapel stands on the north side of York 
Place. The style of the architecture is Grothic, and 
taken from that which prevailed in the time of Henry 
VI., a specimen of whicn may be seen in King's College 
Chapel, Cambridge. The building consists of a nave, 
with four octagon towers at the angles^ and two side 
aisles. The pulpit is at the east end of the chapel, 
and immediately before the communion table; the 
organ occupies the gallery at the west end, immediately 
above the entrance ; and two galleries occupy the upp^ 
part of the two side aisles. In the north«east angle of 
the building is the vestry room. The three other aE^ 
g^ of the building are occupied by staircases for the 
galleries ; the two on the south side having entrances 
firom t;he street. The grand entrance is on the west. 

The length of the chapel over the waUs is 122 feet 
9 inches by 73 feet. The interior dimensions are 105 
feet 9 inches by 63 feet. The nave is 103 feet 9 inches 
by 26 feety and 46 feet high^ and contains the altar to- 
ward the east; the two aisles are each 79 fee^ hj l&- 
feet 6 inches, and 29 feet high. 

The ceiling of the nave is a flat Gothic fiirch covered 
with ornameuted tracery mouldings, as are (dso the 
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ceilings of the aide aisles. The ceiliiig^ under the gal- 
laries are decorated with perforated ribs> and head and 
point ornaments. The pulpit and fVonts of the gal- 
leries and linings around the communion tahle are of 
oak, and ornamented in a suitahle manner. 

The great eastern window is fitted up with painted 
glass by Mr Egginton of Birmingham. In the centre 
appears the cross amid rays of glory. The upper part 
of the western window is also filled with stained glass; 

This handsome Gothic chapel was built from a de- 
sign of Archibald EHiot, Esq. and does great credit to 
the genius and taste of the architect. It was begun 
in February I8I69 and finished in June 1818. The 
expence of its erection was L. 13,000, whidi was 
raised by voluntary subscription among the members 
of. the congregation. The Reverend Archibald Alison, 
the well known author of " Essays on Taste," and of 
two volumes of Sermons, and tne Reverend Robert 
Morehead, are the ministers. 

St Johns Chapel. 

This elegant chapel stands opposite to, and a little 
way to the south of, the western termination of 
Prince's Street. The archttecture is of the florid Go- 
thic, fix)m a design of William Bum, Esq. architect 
Its form is oblong, with a projection to the west, in 
which is the prindpal entrance, surmounted by a 
square tower 120 feet high. Its length is 113 feet, by 
02 in breadth ; the height of the-^p^eat eastern window 
30 feet Around the building is a terrace, tinder 
which, on the south side, is a range of arched bund 
vaults ; and on the east is a cemetery.- Along the sides 
the chapel is divided into compartments by buttresses, 
between which, except the two eastmost, are placed 
handsome Gothic windows ; above these windows the 
wall terminates with a cornice and battlement, fh>in 
which the lower roof rises till it meets the second or 
inne^ wall, which is also divided by buttresses, be- 
tween which, as in the outer wall, are windows. The 
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troll lerminttcs with a oornice and numcnras angukt 
minarets. The traceiy work of the niches, whieh 
occupy the vacant spaces, is minutely and elegantly 
executed. The principal entrance to the west has a 
beoutifiilly arched Grothie door. Over this door is a 
Window similar to the others. The great eastern win- 
dow is 30 feet high ; and has heen finished in stained 
glass hy Sainton of Birmingham. The upper win- 
dows are also fitted up with a tinged glass, which has 
a fine effect. The lobhy is fitted up to correspond 
with the outward appearance. There is no gallery ; 
and two rows of very light Gothic columns support 
the roof. It was begun in 1816, and finished in 1818, 
ai an expence of upwards of L. 1^,000 Sterling. 

St Georges Chapel. 

This beauti^ small chapel stands in York Place. 
It was built by subscription in 1794, from a design of 
the celebmted architect, Mr Robert Adam. The cha- 
pel is finished entirely in tiie Gothic style, and is very 
tastefully fitted up. 

Roman Catholic ChapeL 

This handsome little chapel stands at the head of 
l4eith Walk, near the termination of York Piaoe, and 
ek>se by the Caledonian Theatre. It wtas built in 181^, 
£r6ro a plan of Mr Gillespie, architect. In the origi- 
md dettgn more ornament was introduced than it was 
ftMSttd pvc^^ to execute on account of the ctroumscrib- 
ed nature of the fUnds fbr its erection, which were 
chiefly raised by subscription. The dimensions of this 
chapel within the walls are 110 feet in length by 57 
feet in breadth. The Eastern front, in which is the 
entrance, is ornamented with two central pinnacles 70 
tet high ; and the adoption of the Gothic style in this 
chapH has led to the use of a shnflar style of architec- 
ture in the diapels which have been since erected in 
this city. It possesses a very fine organ ; and above 
the altar is an excellent painting by Vandyke, thesub- 

u 



jeet qf wlndiissDetdSftman B w» pmeBled 10 
^dMpt&^MksChalmcn, dfuabter of Sir 6.t^Mi^ 
mcra. The <recliMiotftke<tepctcwtL. 9000. 

The Rffnaft Cathottoi ore not immerous In S^»*« 
land. In ibe low country they have aboot 80 offieim^ 
ing pnfttt> attd in the Higfalanila about 18. The told 
namber of Book b e longing to tins vdlgioiii persoarioB 
doeo not exceed 27^000. 

The Methodist Chapel, 

Nicholsoii'a Square^ waa bailt i|i 1 814. Itia a hand* 
tome building 80 ftet by 00^ and with the nmitBtert 
boQp^ and acboob attadoed, eoat npwatdi of 1*^^000* 

Dr Jamiesons Chapel, 

At the south end of Nicholson's Street, in connec-i 
tion wiUi the United AsBociate Synod, waa founded in 
1819, upon the site of the plaee <tf wondi^ belon^ni 
to the ttme body, Mid finished in Mardi 1890. jfi 
baa a handsome Grothie front to the street. Two eei 
tagon towers rise to the height of 90 iteX in tho centror' 
flimked by buttresses. The principal door is yery ele* 
gant, surmounted by a Saxon arch, springing from the 
beqda of two $mini0, tolerably carved. Tbu aimple cir^ 
fumstaaco of itself bespeaks a wondei^l ohange in 
(he tone of thinknig oi' the present and last agt, at 
toaneh matters,. AnoM disc^eof thefhuftderof tiio 
ieet> being asked what the Doctor woidd tbii^eonUI 
ho look up, and see thhr gsaad edifioe adenied witib 
sainis Y replied archly, "^ d»t he wwild not briieva 
bia ^n een." Tbia building was dcsigved by Mr Gik 
Impi^, orduteof. 

Dr Halts Chapel 

Forma an elegant tenDintftmi to the east oMd of 
Bronghton Street. It basafrovtof Oredanardiilaei' 
twrcu with a portioo of the Doiiffoider, and costidiur 
aeata for abouft 1000 people. 



Jl[fr Pasctbrts Chapel, 

MS 0p»Mdfor fMi€ wm^ihip in Apifl 1898. 

1%e Retlef (jkapel, Cowgate, 

. F<ir»0rjy ppcpipi^ «& «ii Epifoipal chtpel^ was 
^9mM on ilm 3d of A|»ril I7n» It k fiumnoiinted 

. Tne «nchi|«€t«ire ^ the othssr pkoM of wiNrdiip in 
l^inbuigh '» n^t «iich as ta requii<e them to be piirti- 
iHltoly mentMned. TiU ^t* late yeani^ the aeoommo* 
datMNi of the di^&rent eimpie%9X\sftm in the homeliest 
nfmner was all that was aimed at in the erection of 
plMDes finr pnbtic worabip. 

Society for Propagating ChrUtian Knowledge* 

Tina Society was first projected in 1701 ; and tho 
plan to its enlargement and contanuaaoe enbndtt^ 
1K> the General Assembly of the Churdi of Scotland in 
170«, That body immediately pubtisbed " Propoaak 
§t]$ a aubscription for popi^ting Cbriatian knowledge^ 
i^ onlv In ^ Highlands anof ialanda of Scotland, 
but in foreign parts. ' Considierable sums having been 
caBected for that purpoaet the aobacribera were &rmed 
i^to nn incorporation by a charter freia Qiwen Aime^ 
dated tbe «Mh da^r of May ITOO* The pian on wfaioh 
Ijhe bHainieaB of Cnit aoeiety haa been oandnatadainoo 
ita institution^ deserves the highest piaiae; aad tbs 
beneAts whieb ^e eonntry haa derived ftona it baye 
been .¥ery tHuveraally aeknowtedged- For the tamm 
pijlppose nJM Mijea^ annually gives a donation to tiie 
Qeneral AMemUy of the chur^» and under the direo* 
tian of h committee^ it is appropriated to the instmc* 
lian ef the poor in the Highlands and ialanda of Soot* 
land in the pRkw^iples of urn Christian religion. Tho 
society employ at nresent abottt three bnadred teacheni^ 
wbo have unoer meir chatige idiomt l^OOO aeholart. 

ASM^forFronwtingJMigiowKnWfkdgeantoti^^ 
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the Foot was established m 178«> the olgect ei wiadk 
is to afford^ by instituting Sabbatb evaiing schools^ the 
Boeans <^ religions iastruotion to the poor. Thk society 
also distributes Bibles and religious tnctB gratuitously. 

The Gratis Sabbath School Society was established in 
(797 for nearly the same purposes as the preceding. The 
children sre instracted by the membere of the society; 

The Sabbath School Union far Scotland^ established iB 
1816> is an association of individuals fixr the same object 

Parochial InstUutions.^^AX a meedng of the Pres- 
bytary of Edinburgh on 25th Mardi 1812, intimatioB 
was made to them, as superintendents of all sdux^s 
within their bounds, that die ministers and elders ^ 
£dinbui^ hod resolved to establish, in diffiarent quar- 
ters of the city, schools which might afford the chiUU 
ren of the poor an opportunity of attending Divine 8»r« 
vice, and receiving religious education on die Lord's 
day. A number of schools were in consequence open- 
ed, the ezpence of which is defVayed by voluntary 
contrilmtions among the inhabitants ; and one central 
vireek-day school is established, for which handsome 
accommodation has lately been built on the east of the 
Bank of Scotland, in the Saxon style of architecture, 
harmonizing wdl with the ancient turret-like build- 
ings of the Old Town in that quarter — principally by 
a legacy left by the late Adam Holland, Esq. Advocate, 
where the education of the poor has been conducted 
in a manner whidi has called ^th die admiration of 
the most competent judges. 

A Lancasterian School was early opened in Edin- 
burgh, ^d a commodious school-room built on the 
Cahon HiQ ; but this building was removed to make 
way for the erecdon of the new prison, and a new 
school-room built in Richmond Street. Children are 
here instructed in reading for a tr^in^ payment per 
month. This institudon is under the duecdon of the 
Mdinburgh Education Sodci^, 

The Edinburgh Missioiiary Society was formed in 
1 7 96. The country to whidi (he labcyars of this society 



tfejaiie flyd ftpectedia RufisiMi Taorlary, toad die princi* 
)id«Mififtof theiBiMoAaTmkfttKaniSB. TheEdH^ 
biaigh AMUiurtf Miin»nary 8i)ckiy is ttnodier inst&i* 
tutioQ for the same purpose^ 

The S0cmyfor ^ Support <f OtuUc St^ools was 
dMtUi&ed in 1810, for toe pwrpose of tea^ng the 
iilurbitivts of the Highlaiids and islands of Scotland 
to rMd the Ser%>tiires in their native lang«ige» and 
llMBr aMentiea ic c^nefly direeted tp those parts of Ihe 
OMintiy destilute of otner means of instmction. 
, TIm ReUgwHs Ttad iSoc^typtint and distribute re« 
Igions and laorid traets, which are drcnlated gvattti^ 
toudy, or sold at a Tery low pdce. 

^e Afirimn and Asiatie Society was fbrmed in 1609, 
lor (fhe purpose of aflbrdini^ the means of edacatioQ and 
teli^eus instmetien to those natives of A&ica or Asia 
wltt) might require their assistanee, and to provide si- 
iKBtioiis for ^ose oat of employment. 
' ^lie Edinburgh Bible Society vras ttttmeSi in 1600, 
hft the purpose M promoting tiie droniation of t!he Holy 
Scriptures. The SeotHsk Bible Soffiety vms instituted 
ibout the same period, and for the same object. These 
societies act in coneert widi a similar tetol^sfament ih 
the esfpital ; and are oertainiy oalcuHted to do much 
good In tlie very best way posoble. 



CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 

Trinity Hospital. 

The Trinity Hospital was founded by Mary of 
Grueldres, consort to James II., in the year 1461, for 
the reception of thirteen poor persons. At the Refer- 
asation, however, it was stripped of its revenues ; but 
tbe Regent Mmray afterwaras bestowed them on Sir 
(Hmon Preaton, Provost of Bdiaburgh, who gave them 
to die dtiiens for the use of the poor. In 1585 the 
town«couiicil purdiased ^m Robert Pont his right in 
these auljects. Sir Simon's gift being only reversion- 

u2 
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ar]r. Tliis tnoflBodon wag mtifltd by Jameft VI. is 
1587. The Trmi^ HoapitBl is sUmted at Uie foot of 
the lane called Leim Wynd^ and has attached to it a 
small garden. 

The rntmber of persoos maintained in this hospital 
is regalated by the income, whidi is chiefly deriyed 
iton lands in the parishes <^ 8t Cuthbtrt's and Sooth 
Leith> and money on bond. Several presentations are 
vested in difierent publie bodies and families in Soot-« 
land. The number of persons on the ^stabHdiment 
is generally about forty, besides 100 out-pensimiers^ 
who receive each L. 6 per annum, N^ne are received 
under fifty years of age, and unmarried* 

The clothing of the inmates is adapted to their rank 
in life ; and the diet of the house is most comfortable : 
Roast beef, mutton, lamby or veal, two days a week ; 
one day eggs, or cheese and bread and butter, and the 
other days excellent beef and broth. There is served 
out to each individual a proportion of table beer every- 
day, and an allowance is paid twice a month for l^em 
to provide their own tea. A diaplain resides in the 
house, and each person in health is required to attend 
prayers twice a day. Each individual has a good bed, 
and the greater proportion have each a room, besides 
the hall, which is common to all the inmates. There 
is a library in the house, but being very ancient, it is 
rather an object of curiosity than of any utility. This 
house presents the only existing reHos, in its internal 
fittings, of the fifteenth century, to be found in Edin- 
burgh. 

Heriot's Hospital 

This hos[Htal, one of the richest in Edinburgh, owes 
its foundation to Greorge Heriot, jeweller to King James 
VI. Heriot was the son of a goldsmith in Edinbui^h, 
who was three times convener of the trades of Edin- 
burgh, and his son, George, several tiroes deacon of the 
Incorporation of Goldsmiths. Being bred to hn Other's 
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kilstneiS^ he was appointed, in the year 1697, goldsmith 
to the queen of James VI. Soon after he ifvas constituted 
goldsmith and jeweller to tlie king, with a right to all 
me profits and emoluments of that lucrative office. Up* 
OB die accession of King James to the English throne, 
Heriot followed the court to London. * By assiduous at« 
tention to business he was now become eminent and rich. 
He furnished jewels to Prince Charles, afterwards 
Charles I., when he went to the court of Spain in 1623. 
These jewels were never paid for by James ; but when 
Charles I. succeeded to the throne, the debt to Heriot 
was allowed to his trustees, in part of their purchase 
money of the barony of Broughton, then crown-lands, 
in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. These lands 
are now part of the foundati<»i of this hospital, the re- 
venue of whith is upwards of L. 5000 per annum, and 
is rapidly increasing. 

Geoi^e Heriot died at London in 1624. His im* 
mense fortune he disposed of by a will made in 1623^ 
ia which he remembered all his relations, with many 
friends and servants, both in England and Scotland; 
and left the remainder in trust to the magistrates of 
Edinburgh to found and endow an hospital " for the 
maintenance, relief, and bringing up so many poor and 
^therless boys, freeman's sons of the town of Edin- 
burgh, as the sum should be suffident fbr^" The sta« 
tutes of the hospital were drawn up by Dr Balcanqual. 
Tlie magnificent Gothic fabric of Heriot's Hospital, in 
the vicinity of Edinburgh, was accordingly begun to 
be built in the year 1628, fVom a plan, it is said, of the 
calebrated architect, Inigo Jones, whom James VI. 
brought firom Denmark. 

The building was for some time stopped during the 



* In the historical- romance by the author of Waverley, en- 
tided *'*' the FortuBes of Nigd,** the portraiture of the benefit- 
cent foun^r of this uaetul iostitutioo, form* one of the most 
»trikiiig delinc^iouft in that celebrated wprk. 



Ubm of tbe civil w«n wbicb H^lfowod Ihe muMkff of 
Charkf !• ; but it was agua resumed in tbo y«ar l#i9^ 
and proiecttted till 1650^ at wbidi tune tl^ wfiole Was 
Dearlv finished. When Cromwell took p o oeosii im cf 
KdiaDqrghj alter the battle of Dunbair^ he quartored 
hia sick and wounded aoldiera in the ho^ilal. Ueon-» 
^inued to be applied to the same piupose tiU the yem 
1658^ when General Monk« at the request of the givi 
Tsmora, removed the soldieve. On the 11th of ApeU 
1659, it was opened aeoerdini; to the intention of the 
fimnder» for the rec^ion of pof s^ and ^irty wera «d-« 
mitted* The huilding was ent^y eompletedin 16ao» 
The expence of the whole fabric is said to have amomit** 
ed to upwards of X4. 87^000* 

Heriot'e Hospital stands in the eouthern district of 

^ city* on the rieii^ ground opposite tbe Castle Mill. 

It is a square, whose sides measure 1^ foet on the omt« 

side* In the inside is an wen court, vihese sides 

meepnre 94 feet eac^ way. The west «nd on^ eidea •! 

this eourt «re decorated with an arosde, and a Wi& 6^ 

feet in breadth* The eourt is paved with aquan 

atones* end formerly had a well in the centre. On ^ 

north side oi the court» in a reeesa i» the waH, is ma 

effigy of the founder, whi<^ onee a^year, on the binh* 

day fif Heriot, is &iieifuUy deeoiated with Bowers by 

tbe hoyp of the hospital ; and in the ooundWoom is 

)m portrait of tolerable exeeuiion» Over the gateway 

is a spire tmd dock. The upper comers of the bv^d^ 

ing are ornamented mth turreta. Tbe windows, of 

wbieh there are upwards of SOO, are all differently oiw 

pam^ted, and variety seems to have been fllu^^ed ai 

a chief beauty. They are said to have been eMCUtoi 

in this vadea Bumner to gratify the fancy of Walter 

Balcanqual, doctor of divinity, one of Heriot's exeeo* 

tors. On the south side of tne building is the chapd, 

whieh is ei tet long, and 98 l»oad. Some years ago, 

liua <diap^ waa repaired in a style of tasteftd deganoe. 

The floor is composed mtir^ of squares of blade and 

white marble, and the other ornaments with vrbieh it 
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is decorated^ and the fine Grothic window by whidi it is 
Ugfated^ render it an interesting object to every visitor. 
in this hospital the boys are instructed in English^ 
Latin^ Greek, and French, writing, arithmetic, book- 
keeping, mathematics, and geography; and for any other 
branch of education that may be required, such as draw- 
ing, &c. the boys attend masters, who are paid out of the 
Ihnds of the hospital. They are admitted at the age 
of seven, and at any age between that and ten, which 
last must not be complete. They generally leave the 
hospital at the i^e of fourteen, but if necessary for pre* 
oaring them for the university, they are retained for a 
«»iger period, lliofle wishing to follow any of the 
learned professions are sent to the college for four 

rrs after leaving the hospital, with an aUowance of 
30 per anitum^ paid quarterly in advance. The hos- 
pital also allows from Uie flmd bursaries (or exhibi- 
tions) ito ten boys unconnected with the institution^ 
who are paid L. 20 per annum for four years. Boys 
going out as apprentices are allowed L. 10 annually for 
five years, and L, 5 at the expiry of their apprentice- 
ship. AU the. boys, when they leave the hospital, are 
provided wi^ a suit of clones of their own choosing, 
and a handsome Bible. 

Each boy gets a suit of clothes every eif»ht months^ 
and four day and two night shirts ; four pairs shoes, 
four pairs stockings, one leather cap, and two pocket 
handkerchiefs yearly. 

The diet of the hospital is, for breakfast and supper, 
]|orridge and milk, for dinner, beef and broth, or soup, 
Sjr six days, with five ounces of br^ ; and on Satur- 
day bread and milk* And each boy is beddes allowed 
^ye ojince^ oi bread every day at four o'clock. Thci 
number of boys in the hospital is 180. 

The whole management of the house is vested in 
a treasure, appointed by the magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, under whom are a house-governor, house- 
keeper, and the masters in the different branches of 
learning. 
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WaU«m'9 JSfoipifaL 
Thig )ioHiita)> which has its name firom i^ fottmk^i 
Q^mfgji WsLtBOB, ptands likeid$e in the scHiith^nitqi^* 
iir <37 the oityi « little ta th^ fiQatfainfir^ o£ fi«idil!% 

gOBfiHaL Gawije W*Mw»wapB,in*eW^F< 
^ a cleric t9 Sir William Dicl^ l»r<^aat pr$< 
in J67&' He was aft«rw«urda appohMe4 m:»\ 
£e Bank of Scotland^ ailer whioh he h^eane 
0f the city's impost on ale, treasuier to tjbe 
Maiden Hospital^ and te thjs Sodietjf fi>r 
Chfjiliin KiHwled^ Jt^j^a^.^ 
kft L. 1^000 to the tDamtamBce Md edneati)^ of ^ 
dkUcb-en and grandchildren «f dee^ysed mamlwirs of &e 
MeichaBt Company of Edinhui^. 

The design of tliie donor, howe¥er> waa not 
execu^on till the yeur 1738^ when the mm 
left had acciiwi»lated to ]»d(^|dO^ Hie 
pg was then ereotad at the ei^;>onfie i£'$i 
Though less elegant than the n^^houriig 
Heriot, yet the htoilding is handaome 6aid - 
It is decorated with a sraall spirei si 
ship» the emblem of metehaiNisib 
9re edttoate4 ip ;thi9 hospilaU Wh0 hm 
cation taught are English, LatiQ,.4lt!M»^i 
yitfattietie and \mk Ipcg nUig, jnathgm 

mnd. ib^ fse, f^ ^he &pp^ *^Sle*i 

leave the hospital receive X«^ IQO as an ai^iHreatiee &e, 
paid by instalments of L. 20 ap-year, and on thefr at^ 
fining die age of twenty-five years> if unmamed^ and 
producing certificates of their good behaviouri ihejr 
receive ft iiuther bounty &i h,^ Smk m i^e^ an 
academical education receive L. 20 pin cmm/M ftf '* 
years. . The dieli iOnd clodl^ing ^ %m hi^ m 
to that of HerJQi's Ho9t>ital^ Th^y arieltt 
fmm eii^t.io eleT«n> and remain tBl 16 yeara 
The h<ipi talis ubdejr the manz^gemlsttt iif 
assistatit9> and ireaswrer of the Merchfwi Qomi^ 
^ boiliesi. the M dean bf guild, apdx the Wc 
of the church in Edinburgh called the old:.r 
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Merchant Maiden Hospital. 

The Merchant Maiden Hospital was founded in 
1^95^ by a v^lantary contribution raised fer die edu- 
cation and maintenance of daughters of merchant butu 
ge^ses of Edinlmrgh. Mrs M^ Er»kine gave L.l^OOQ 
Scots for the purchase of a buildings besides several 
o^er suns. In 1707 the goyem<n^ were erected intd 
a body corporate by act of Parliament. The o)d build- 
ing in Bristo Street having become inadequate to its 
ol^ot> the -governors resolved to erect a new house ) 
aitd for that purpose purchased three acres of land to 
the west of Lauriston Lane. Competition plans hav- 
ing been procured^ that of Mr Burn was approved of; 
and the foundation-stone was laid upon the 2d day of 
August 1816. This edifice, which is in the G^redan 
style of architecture, stands cm a gently rising ground 
w;)th its front to the south, and £)unaed on that side 
by the public walk of the Meadows. It is 180 ^t in 
length, and nearly GO in depth ; and has in the centre 
of the building to the north a circukur projection 36 
feet in diameter. The principal feature is Ae portico, 
supported by four handsome columns, the design of 
whidi k tak^ from that of the Ionic temple on the 
Ilvssus. The windows of the lower story are arched, 
wnich gives the building the appearance of strength 
and solidity, and afford to the portico and pilasters at 
the end a basement proportioned to Uiek height^ and 
the mitablature they support* 

In die basement story are contained the kitchen and 
apftrtments for servants, laundry, washing-house, din- 
ing-rooms ibr the girls, &e* The principal floor is 
ooeuj^ed by an d^aut chapel and governor s room, 30 
feet in diameter, and 89 feet high ; one school-room 
$13 &et long by S6 feet wide ; too others 49 by 25 feet, 
and a smalkr one for music, &c. ; besides other apart- 
ments. In the second floor are the bed-rooms for the 
giris and detached apartments for the sick; above 
which are rooms the whc^e length of the building %t 
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drying clothes, &c during winter. The expenoe of 
erection, including fitting up, amounted to L. 12,250 
Sterling. 

The girls, of which there are generally alxmt 80 in 
the house, are taken in from seven to ekren, and most 
go out at seventeen years of age. They are tai^^ 
English, writing, arithmetic, geography, French, and 
ne^e work. If any other hnmches are required, 
such as drawing, &c. the girl's friends pay far it. The 
clothing is respectaUe, and the diet excellent. Oi 
leaving the ho^ital the girls recttve L.9, 6s. 8d 
The annual revenue of this ho^tal is about L. 3OO0 
Sterling. 

Trades* Maiden Hospital* 

The Trades' Maiden Hospital was fowided by the 
incorporations of Edinburgh in the yemt 1704, for the 
maintenance and education of the daughters of decay^- 
ed tradesm^i. The governors of the hospital were in- 
corporated by royal diarter in 1707. The building 
stands on the south side of Argyll Square. To tfaji 
hospital, as well as the fc^mar, Mrs Mary Ereldne was 
a liberal contributor. . About fifty giris are maintainei 
and educated here. The present house is to be re> 
moved to widen the area roivui the College, 

Royal Infirmary' 

The Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh wasfiist prt^act- 
ed in the year 1721. A pamphlet was publid^ at 
this time, stating the utility of such an esrectiiw ; and 
prc^sals were issued fi>r raising a fund fi^r itssiu^ort. 
But the success whfich these pr<^M)sab met with was 
not such as to encourage the projectors in their hu- 
mane attempt, and their design was laid aside for a 
time. It was revived, however, in the year 1725, by 
the Royal College of Physicians ; and a fishii^ com- 
pany happening to be dissolved about that time, the 
partners contributed a part of their stock towards the 
establishment of an bospita]. Subscriptions were also 
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9f^n set on fiMt, and an af^lieation was made to the 
General Assembly of the Cbureh to recommend th^ 
design throughout their jurisdiction. This was readi- 
ly consented to by the assembly^ and an act was passed 
for that purpose : but the clergy individually paid lit« 
tie regard to the recommendation. Notwithstanding 
of this, L.2000 were procured, and a small house open^ 
ed for the reception of the sick poor on the 6th of Au- 
gust 1729. The medical gentleman of Edinburgh, at 
the same time, offered to attend the patients, and pro- 
vide me4icinea for them at their own expence. The 
number of persons received into this small hospital du- 
nng the first year after its commencement was thirty- 
five, of whom twenty-four were cured, five discharged 
either as incurables or for irregularities in their beha- 
viour, in the house five remained, and only one died. 

In the year 1735 the stock of the Infirmarir having 
amounted to nearly L. 3000 Sterling, a charter was ap- 
plied for to erect we subscribers into a body corporate, 
which was granted by his M«\jesty George II., on the 
l^h of August 1736, From this time the contribu- 
tors to this charity increased rapidly, and considerable 
donations were received. The foundation of the pre-* 
sent structure was laid in August 1738, and the build- 
ing was speedUy executed. The then worthy chief 
magistrate. Provost Drummond, whose exertions in 
bensdf of this institution cannot be too much praised, 
is said, while the work was|^ng on, to have frequent- 
ly gone to the Cross, (the place where the merchants 
and others assemble,) on a Saturday to solicit subscrip- 
tions for carrying on the work. During the infancy 
of the establishment, for twenty-five years, the Earl 
of Hopetoun bestowed on it annually JL. 400 Sterling. 
In the year 1750 Dr Archibald Ker bequeathed to it 
L. 200 a-year fW)m property in the island of Jamaica; 
and in 1755 the Lords of the Treasury made a dona- 
tion to it of L. 8000 for the expenoe attending the re- 
ception of sick soldiers. 

The blinding, wbich stands a little to the eastward 
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ef the New College, emnists ef a h^Aj Mid two wingif 
dl of wldeh eoBtafn ^ree floors, bealules an attic mat 
and garrets. The hody of the house is 210 ^t kmg, 
96 f^t broad in the middle, but at the ends only ^ 
fl^t. Over the principal entrance, in a recess, is a 
aiatue of King George II. in a Roman dress. On th^ 
wall on the right side of the statue is inscribed, " Iwai 
naked and ye clothed me ;'* atid on the left, " I was 
sick a*d ye visited me." The wings are 70 ffeet long 
and 24 broad. The access to the difl^rent parts of the 
building is by a large staircase, of a width to admit 
sedan chairs, and a small staircase at each end. 

In the hall is erected a bust of the late ProYOSt 
Drummond, whose attention and exertions in behalf 
of the Infirmary deserved this mark of honour from 
the mani^ers. It is executed in a masterly style by 
MbUekins, and under it is this inscription, written by 
the late Dr Robertson : ''George Drummond, to whom 
this country is indebted fbr idl the benefits which if 
d(nives from the Koyal In^hmary." 

In this hospital the male and fen^ale patients are 
kept entirely distinct ; and 229 slek people can be ac- 
coramodatea in separate beds. Beside^ these, and the 
apartments fbr the necessary oflicers and servants of 
tne house, there is an apartment ibr the managers, a 
consulting room fbr the physicians and surgeons, a 
waiting room for the students, and a well Kghted the- 
atre, where upwards of 200 students may attend when 
chhrurgical operations are performed. *Hie medical 
attd surgical patients are kepi in distinct wards. There 
are also separate wards fbr female patients undergoing 
salivation, and cells 6r mad people. Hot and cold 
baths are erected for the use of the patients, and other 
baths are appropriated for the citizens at large. The 
honntal is att^ided by two physicians, who visit their 
patients daily in praence of the students ; and the 
surgical wards are attended by certain members of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. 

This attendance on the Royal Infirmary by tbe Col- 
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lege of Si]iKe(m« hvi been always acctwited by thu 
JtKxiy a valuable privilege on account of the experi^ice 
it anbrded an opportuity of acquiriBg in tlie perfinv 
xoance of difficult operaUons; and mr thig privilc^ 
the^ stipulated at the first iufititution of an hospital la 
Edinburgh. This privilege^ however^ ^ve rise t9 
violent disputesy and even to eager litigation^ The 
inembers of the College of Surgeons were in use £9^ 
xoerly to attend in rotation, each individwd taking % 
nionth of duty. This was axterwards enlai]ffiBd to tlmr 
months ; the whole body, or as many as thought pro* 
per, attending at consultations. This arrangement 
^Btaa at length disa^^oved of by the managers of the 
hospital, who^ after a violent q^qposition, sucoeeded, 
bpt not till the decisions of the courts of law had givea 
it in their favour, in establidiing a more absolute pa* 
t^onage in themselve&ii and a more permanent attend* 
ance by such surgeons as they may think fit to sdeot 
fyr this duty. That this new^ arrangement ia more 
than the former to the interest oi the public cannot; 
p^ doubted* The rotatcNry method foinnerly praodsed^ 
jn which the wh<^ CoU^e of Sui^^eons had their 
tuma^ certainly had the effect of diffusing experiment* 
al proficiency bmh-c widely than the method at pue* 
sent fc^owed. But th^ managM*s appear to hafve been 
chiefly guided by the consideration^ that the inten* 
tion of the institution being soldy for the relief eif the 
aick poor, every other advantage oim^t tp be held in 
subordination to this. 

1 In the Infirmary two wards are set ^lart lor di^ 
fiical lectures, or discourses upon the cases ei the pa- 
tients in those wards. These lectures are given by 
the medical professors of the university ; and the pre- 
£essor who gives these lectures for the time is allotred 
to s^ect from the. nest of ihfi houst) and to lod^e io 
tb^ clinical ward?, tlMHie patients whoae caaos he eaa* 
aiders as most curious auid instructive. Lectures on 
the most important of the surgical cases are dIbq given 
by the professor of clinical surgery. Jowri^ds of. all 
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the cues, both in the dtmcfll and other wards^ are 
kept, stating the symptoms of the patients^ die reme* 
dies which are employed, and the progress and termi- 
nation of the disease. These journals are open to the 
inspection of the students, who are at lib^y also u 
fAske extracts from them. 

To render this magnificent charity complete, tw» 
important adjuncts are required : first, a House ofJt^ 
covery, where convalescent patien^, particularly after 
ferer, might enjoy repose and comtbrt for a limited pe^ 
riod, in place of being dismissed at once, often canying 
the seeds of contagion along with them ; and secondly, 
a Lock Hospital, in the place of the very limited ward 
for 83rphilitic complaints, to be kept quite distinct fVon 
the general hospital, and from which students should 
be excluded. If this last were carried into effect^ not 
only would the cases be attended to in a more system- 
atic manner than is possible at present, but arranffe- 
ments ro^t be made fbr separating the cases whid 
have arisen Atom accidental error from those which aie 
the fhtits of confirmed depravity. The present limi* 
ted ward admits a^ no such classification ; and whi^ 
ever may have been the previous character of ukifbrtii- 
nate incKvidfials who chmn admittance, they are sure 
while there to be exposed to the contagion of example 
f¥om inmates confirmed in Wee. 

Some years ago Uie expence of the establishment 
having risen to a height which its ordinary revenues 
were unable to bear, the managers, in the year 1796, 
after the example of similar chsorities in England, sug- 
gested the scheme of subscriptions of small sums of 
money to be annually contributed; and these sub- 
scriptions enabled them to meet the increased expenoe 
without diminishing the benefit of the charity. In 
the year 1817, during the prevalence of the epidemic 
fiever, three additional wards were fitted up for the 
reception of fever cases ; but these being insufiicient, 
the magistrates applied for and obtained the uae <k 
Qucensberry.House Barracks fox a fever Ho6|iital, 
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Tluft tddiiioiial eaUbMAxoeni w$» opened on die 234 
FebrQary 1818, In that year the number of patienta 
aidmittea to the benefits of the inadtution m both 
bousea amounted to 3453 ; and of this number^ not- 
withstanding the dimgerous nature of the epidemic^ 
oidy 189 died^ a number^ it }& belieTed> smaller in pro- 
portion than in any similar establishment in Eur<^- 
The number of patients received into the lious^ fior the 
year 1824 was 2516. 

The iunds for the support of this usefiil establnh** 
fluent amount to about L. 5000 p^ annum. 

Orphan Hospital, 

The Orphan Hospital was fi>unded by Andrew 
Cairdner, merchant m Edinburgh^ in the year 1732. 
The deaign was promoted by the Society for propagat<* 
log Christian Knowliklge^ and was assisted by a nigral 
tabscription. A house was hired^ and thirty orphans 
feceived into it in the year 1733. The present build- 
ing was founded in 1734, and planned by the eelebrat** 
ed Mr Adam. In 1735 the managers were erected in- 
to a body corporate by the nuigistrates of Edinburgh^ 
and in 1743 ibey obtained a royid charter. It stands 
xxfx the low ground, a little to the eastward of the North 
Bridge. It is composed of a body and two wingi, sur# 
iDOunted with a neat spire, in which are a clock and 
two bells. The managers of the charity were erected 
into a body corporate by George II. in 1742. Into 
this hospital oipnan children^ not under seven years of 
ace, are received frtxn any pert of the kingdom. The 
l^han Ho^tal of Edinburgh is noticed by Howard 
as one of the most useful charities in Europe* About 
150 orphans are supported in this hospital. 

Public Dispensary, 

The Public Disp^isary owes its erection to the bene- 
volence of Dr Andrew Duncan senior^ present profes* 
aor of the theory of physic in the UnivovHy of ]i;diar 
burgh. It was founded in the year 1776. The build** 

x2 
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ing, which stands on the south ude of West Rich- 
mond Street, diOQgh not very elegant, is yet sttffi-> 
cicntly convenient for the purposes for winch it was 
erecteil. Over the door is pourtrayed the sacred sto- 
ry of the good Samaritan, with this inscription, ** And 
when he saw him he had compassion on him," Luke 
X. S3. 

The Royal Dispensary is an useM supplement to the 
Royal Infirmary. Persons who lahour under diseases 
which require not the confinement of the patient, re- 
ceive medical advice and medicines gratis four days in 
the week. Surgeons also attend, at stated periods, for 
the vaccine inoculation of the children of the poor. 
An account is kept at the Dispensasy of the state of 
every disease which occurs, and to the case are subjoin- 
ed regular reports of the progress of the disease during 
the patient's attendance. Patients are admitted to the 
benefits of this institution on the recommendation of 
the minister, or elder, (churchwarden,) of the parbh 
where they reside. The expence of the medicines and 
the support of the house is defrayed by public volun- 
tary con tributions. The donation of one guinea entitles 
the person who contributes this sum to recommend 
patients, and be a governor for two years, and that of 
nye guineas gives the same privilege for life. 

Another establishment of the same kind, under the 
title of the New Town Dispensary, was founded in 
1815, for the accommodation of the poor in the northern 
part of the city. Like the former, gratuitous vaccine 
inoculation is performed by the attending surgeons at 
the* Dispensary ; and it has besides a midwifery de- 
partment, under the superintendence of an able phy- 
sician. 

Dispensaries for Diseases of the Eyes and Ears were 
also established in 1822, one in the New Town, and 
another in tlie Old, under the superintendence of skilful 
surgeons ; and institutions of a similar description, for 
the cure of other maladies, exist in different quarters 
of the city. 
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Lying'in Hospital, 

This hospital is chiefly und^ the care of the profess 
Bor of midwifery in the university of Edinburgh ; and 
here are received all poor or unfortunate wonien> whose 
drcnmstances deprive them of proper assistance at 
thdr own houses. The building appropriated to this 
utieftil institution stands in a well-aired situation in 
Park Place. The business is managed by a president, 
fiMir vice-presidents^ and a number of directors, annu* 
ally elected. 

The ftuids of this excellent institution do not admit 
«f the women being supported, though they are lodg» 
«d in the house previous to delivery ; and they are un- 
der the necessity of being dismissed witibin a given 
time thereafter. It is much to be wished that the li* 
berality of the public enabled the directors to make 
flome {provision for the poorest cases both previous to 
a(nd after their accouchement. 

Two other establishments of the same nature for at- 
tending poor women at their own houses, are supported 
by subscription, and superintended by skilf\il physicians. 

Asylum for the Indigent Blind. 

It was long the anxious wish of the late amiaUe and 
benevolent Dr Bladclock, that some institution should 
be established in this city aa an asylum for those un- 
fbrtunate persons, who, like himself, were deprived of 
the invaluable blessing of sight. 

This desire Dr Blacklock took many opportunities of 
oommunicatins to the late Mr David Miller, teacher 
In this city, who was also blind from his infancy, and 
who was on the most intimate habits of friendship with 
the Doctor while he resided in Edinburgh during the 
list years of his Hfe. Mr Miller was himself a re- 
markable instance of what may be attained by a pe?* 
son wholly deprived of sight, through the influence' of 
early culture, and mental energy ; and it was a leading 
object of his life, to assist in rescuing others in similar 



circumitanoet from tbat state of alnuNit total depend* 
ence, to wbich the blind in this country seemed to 
have faeoi prewvmdy doomed. Long i^er Dr Blade- 
lock's imtii, in the laroeecution of his profesaiflMal dn* 
tiesy Mr MtUer had oocasxom frequently to meet wi^ tfaa 
kte Rer. Dr Darid Johnston of North Leith, and know- 
iBg well the aetire benerolonoe of hia durader, had 
fio^uendy mentioned to him his eamett wish to harw 
an asylum for the blind cstabliiiied in this citY. Tht 
wortiiy Doetor readily aoqoiesced in Mr MiUeri Tiewa^ 
and they mutually resolved to hare the exnerimenl 
made. With this view, Mr MUkr wrote ana sent to 
the newspapers, from time (a tieae, several notioei 
tending to brin^ this important sul^tjeot befbra tlu 
pnblic^ with the mtentidn of exdttng an interest in it. 
He also wrote to tiw cdebratcd Ahbe Hauy^ instniCi. 
4or of the Blind at Paris, for information on the sidi^ 
jfcty who honowed him witii a most polite letter m ve« 
ply^ accompanied with a copy of his TreatiBe upon du 
Education of the BUnd. 

Soon afier this» a meeting was hdd^ of a fewfrisncb 
to the f^an, in the Boyal Bxdumge Cofibehouse, whei 
it was agreed that a sodety for Uie encouragement of 
the blind should be formed as soon as funds could be 
procured. In the meantime, exertions were made to 
procure subscriptions; and, on the 20th December 
1792» the subscriptions amounting to nearly L. 700, 
the contributors held their first meeting at the Me^ 
chant's Hall, when they formed diemselves into a ao- 
dety by the name of The Society for lUU^if the In- 
digent Blind, and the Reverend Dr Johnston of Leiiji 
was nominated secretary. A standing committ^ of 
contrUmtors was also appointed, (of whom Mr Miller 
was one,) to proeure fertber subscr^i<»B, and prepaie 
matters for another geneial meeting. A list of 9$ 
poor Uind had been taken down, in consequence of ad- 
▼ertisments in the newspapers, and submitted fo ^ 
meeting ; but it was resolved that they were not ytt 
ripe for carrying thdr intentions into elocution. A^ 
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t^ ^veral sabsequent 'meetings^ a hoTtse was taken in 
Sbakespeare Square for the use of the society at L. 15 
of rent, and, on the 23d September 1793, it was operi- 
ed for the reception of the blind, and nine persons ad- 
mitted. 

Mr Miller continued in the direction of the society 
£br seyend years, and gave assistance by his talents and 
advice in fbrming and maturing plans for its improve- 
ment. It was long a favourite object with him to have 
lomething done for the Female Blind, and it was prin* 
dpally by his means that several of them were enS- 
ployed in various kinds of work, for which they receiv- 
ed payment from the society, and also were allowed a 
•mallsum weekly; but he was not permitted to live to see 
the valuable establishment lately set on foot by the pre^ 
Bent active secretary, Mr Robert Johnston, for this in- 
-teresting portion of the poor blind. 
• In April 1705, the directors purchased, for L.375, a 
house in the Castle Hill ; and, on the 21st of said 
month, the celebrated Dr Henry Moyes, who was blind 
from his in&ncy, and was then lecturing on the FhU 
losophy of NaUtral History in this city, delivered a 
leictiire on health, for the benefit of this institution, in 
'the Assembly Rooms, George Streiet, which was at- 
tended by a crowded and genteel audience, and by 
■which above L. 140 were added to the funds of the 
Asylum. The directors purchased, at Whitsunday 
180©, from Dr Charles Stuarti at the price of L. 1575, 
the house in Nicholson's Street, which has been ever 
since occupied as the blind asylum for males ; and, in 
March 1822, they purchased the property of Mr Peter 
Hill, also in Nicholson's Street, for L. 2200. They 
have laid out L. 800 in forming shops in the lower pan 
of the tent^ment, and in other repairs. These shops 
«re well let, and yield a surplus rent of 60 guineas over 
the l^al interest of the purchase money, while the 
•upper part of the building affords most ample accom- 
modation for the female blind, who, besides receiving 
instruction, are boarded and clothed in the asylum. 
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Ther« are 75 male and 35 femide blind M pKWilt eoi* 
ployed in the two asylums ; and tibere cannot be a more 
interesting sigbt than to visit the institution, and ob^ 
•erve the patience, activity, diligence, and cheerfulness, 
with which the various operations are carried on* 
The males are employed in making mattresses and 
cushions of hair, wool, and straw, badcets and mats of 
all kinds, hair gloves for rheumatisms, nets of all jBortSi 
oord and twine, and weaviiur linen and cotton cloUuk 
The females are engaged in mite seam of various kinds, 
in net-work, in spinning, and knittiiu; stockings,— hoI 
wludi articles there is always om haim an assortment 
for sale at the asylum. It is gratifying io be iu&nn^ 
ed, that many of the blind who have leflt the asylum^ 
afW being instructed in various branches of manufite- 
ture, are now themselves engaged in business, aad 
earning a comfortable subsistence for their families. 
TheinstitutioQ has, from its commencement, been sup- 
pcyrted by voluntary contribuliions, with the profit 
arisi«g firom the sales of the igoods^ uid now alforcUlbe 
means of subsistence (incluomg old female pemMPners) 
to above 130 indigent blind. 

To the unwearied exertions of the late Revo-end Dr 
Johnston, and his relative, Mr Robert Johnston, the 
secretary, the asylum is materially indebted for its 
successful establishment and present state ; and it is 
pleasing to ccmtemplate the success of an institution 
whic^ nad its ori^ in the benevnlent views of two 
meritc»riou8 indtviduals, who were themselves deprived 
of the advantages of sight. 

l^nd boys Being now admkted at the afpe of ^gjbt 
years, a t^stem of education has been introduced that 
is hi^ly gratifving. Writing and reading, by a me- 
thod invented by two of the blind in the Asylum, is 
iKMv tau^t ; and so easy and successful is the plan^ 
that they can correspond with as much facility as others 
do by the usual mode of writing. Spelling, grammar, 
history, geography, and arithmetic, are also regu- 
larly taught in bo£h houses, by competent masters ; 
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gfobes and maps have been constructed for their use ; 
and it is wonderftil with what &cility all the above de- 
partments of knowledge are acquired by them. It is be« 
sides quite delightful to observe the satisfaction which 
it inspires in their minds. There are also regular classes^ 
fbr vocal and instrumental music. 

Besides the two asylums already noticed^ the socie^ 
bave a house and garden at St Leonards^ where the 
boys are lodged and boarded^ under the charge of a 
hiOusekeeper. 

Lunatic Asylum. 

' In the original plan for an Infirmary in Edinburgh^ 
\t was intended that part of the building should be ap- 
ptopriated to the use of lunatics^ and for some time 
pktients labouring under mental derangement were ad- 
iditted to the benefits of this institution. But it was soon 
found that the treatment of the insane under the same 
rdof with other patients was liable to many objections^ 
and the plan was accordingly abandoned. The want 
<»f a wen regulated public hospital had in consequence 
been long felt^ and although the Charity Work-house 
had attaoied to it a few ceUs for the insane, yet some- 
thing better seemed to be required for the sncoessM 
treatment, either by medical or moral treatment, of the 
unfortunate individuals who were labouring under 
mental derangement. 

In consequence of ^is, Dr Duncan senior, when 
Preiiident of the Royal College of Physicians, brought 
Ibrward in 1792 a plan ft>r the establishment of a Lun»- 
tic Asylum at Edmbui^, which having received the 
countenance of the heads of the principalpublic bodies, 
trustees were appointed to manage the summptions eXH 
pected to be received fbr its erection. 

The money received at this time for the erection of 
an establishment %x lunatics bdng totally inadequate 
^r the purpose, little fVirth^r was done till the year 
1807, when, through the exertions of Sir John Sindair 
and the Hon. Henry Brskine. L. 9000 firom the debts 



852 MAGDALEN ASYLUM. 

on the forfeited estates were appropriated by 

ment for this institution^ and a new subscriptioa wai 

commenced; 

On obttinine this grant the trastees purchased t 
piece of ground at Morningside, in the nei^bourhooi 
of Edinburgh^ in 1808 ; and having procured plans ftem 
Mr Robert Reid^ architect, the building was b^;un is 
1810, and opened for the reoef^ion of petientsan 181i(> 
A part only of the contemplated buildings^ which lure ID 
be of a square form^ is erected ; and a much larger su« 
than will probably ever be furnished by private sub. I 
scription, will be required fbr their completion. Pa> \ 
tients are admitted to the benefits of this mstitution oi 
payment of a regulated board, according to the acconi* 
modation required and their former lulnts ; and tfai 
medical treatment is conducted by two physicians ani \ 
two surgeons of eminence. As this article may meet 
the eye of persons deeply interested in its ol^ect, oxd 
as it is, of all others in the country, the paramount eat» 
blishment fpr the relief of human woe of the dir€^ 
hue, at the least possiUe charge, having diesurveillanfle 
of a steady medical board, and the si^rintendenflf 
besides o£ directors, it may be excusidile to direct nt* 
tice to it for the sake of sidSering humanity. h 

Magdalen Astfluin, 

This asylum was originally instituted in 1797, ub* 
der the title of The Edinburgh Philanthropic Socie- 
ty, when it was confined to those unfortunate womsi^ 
who, after sufiering in Bridewell the punishment i 
their crimes, felt anxious to be restored again to 8oci^ 
ty. The benevolent promoters, however, of this it- 
-stUution found it necessary to enlarge their views, and, 
in 1800, changed the name to the Society for the Sm^ 
j3ort of the Magdalen Asylum. Their object has stise 
Uiat time been to afford an asylum for women, '' who, 
after deviating froin the paths of virtue, express a sin- 
eere desire of reformation ; and the endeavours of the 
managers arc directed to the, attainment of this most 
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i iqy ot tan totject, by instracdng them in the principles 
of refigion^ uid training them to habits of useftd in- 
dustry." Notwithstanding the many discourc^ements 
the durecton have met with in condncting this excel- 
lent institation, the Aiccess which has attended their 
k^oiirs has £ur exceeded their most suiguine expecta- 
tions, and has been the means of restoring many unfor- 
tunate wanderers to their friends, to virtue, and to 
happoness* In the report of this institution, for last 
year, (18S4,) it appears, that, out of 464 young wo- 
inuin, who have besn admitted since its commence- 
ment, there have been 109 sent to service ; 90 recon« 
ciled to their friends ; 14 have been crciditably mar- 
ried ; 9 have died, of several of whom the best hopes 
w«re entertained ; and 32 remained in the house at 
the 31st December last. This interesting charity is 
supported by public contributions and legacies, ana al- 
io by the profits of the work of the w<»nen, who, as an 
•DioaKieement to their industry, are allowed one- 
llrarth share of their labour, which is laid out for them 
in clothes, both while die^ are in the house, and at the 
time of their leaving it, with the approbation of the di- 
rectors. It ought to. be recorded, to Uie honour of his 
present Majesty, that, when Prince of Wales, in 1805, 
nis Miyesty was generously pleas^ to grant a dona- 
tion of 100 guineas to this society, in aid of the sub- 
8cm>tion then going on for the erection of the present 
building in the Canongate, and also condescended to 
beeome ratron to the institution ; and that his Majes- 
'ty was also pleased, when making his late most inter- 
estAng visit to this city, amongst various other princely 
henenctions, to order a farther donation of 50 guineas 
to this valudi>le charity. The new asylum was opened 
far the reception of penitents in July 1807, and u in-^ 
tended to accommodate from 50 to 60. 

ImtiMumfar ihe Education of Deaf and Dumh 

Children. 

This institution was established on the 25th of June 

Y 
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1810. Independently of moral ittid revolts instrae- 
tion, the pupils arc tattght to read and write th^ir na- 
tive language, to compose in it with case and fluency 
and even to use it in articulate speech. They are ah« 
taught arithmetic, and such other hranches of educa- 
tion as may fit them for the stations to which they nw 
destined. The pupils from the lower class of soctet j, 
are trained to those habits which are to make tbea 
useful in their station. AH the female pupils aie 
taught sewing, and other peculiar bramibes of femak 
education ; and the females of an inferior station are In- 
structed in those occupations which qualify the« 
for domestic service. Similar attention is paid « 
the appropriate instruction of the boys. The total ■ 
number of pupils in the institution is 69. Mr Kin- i 
niburgh, whose success in teaching these unfortunatci ) 
merits the highest approbation, having gone to PertI 
and Inverness in 1817 with a few of his pupils fir . 
public examination, auxiliary societies were formM 
m these towns, by the aid of whose contribution 
a number of additional pupils have ever since »• 
ceived the benefits of the mstitntion. The establisk- 
ment occupies a house and garden, and a considerabte 
portion of play-ground, adjoining the New Academy, 
near Canonmills. It is a plain handsome building ^ 
well adapted for its purposes, designed by Mr €K1- 
lespie, architect, and built by public subscription. The 
length over walls is 92 feet, width 50) ft^et. The eat- 
ing-room and school-room are 40 feet 9 inches by 19 
feet 9. The bouse is designed to accommodate 130 
inmates. The expence of the building, walling the 
property round, levelling play-ground and fUmishinfif, 
was upwards of L. 7000. The school is open fbr the 
inspection of the public every Tuesday fhnn 19 to 
1 o dock ; but strangers visiting Edinburgh may he ad- 
mitted any day at the same hour by ^ibtaimng an o^ 
der fipom a member of committee. 



Gillespie's hospital^ &c. %6& 

This bospHal stands in a beautiftil situation on tbe 
south-west border of the city. It owes its erection to 
the beneficence of the late Mr James Gillespie of Spy- 
law, who, having amassed a considerable fortune, and 
having no near relation, bequeathed, by a deed dated 
the 16th of April 1796, the greater part of his proper- 
ty for the purpose of founding and endowing an ho$« 
pital for old men and women, and a free school for 
the instruction for 100 poor boys in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic. The governors of this hospital were 
incorporated by a royal charter, dated the 19th of 
April 1801 ; and in that year the present building was 
begun* 

Gillespie's Hospital is of an oblong form, and built 
tn imitation of the ancient Gothic manner, from a de- 
sign of Mr Burn, architect. In the front are three 
projections, and all the angles are ornamented with 
turrets. The centre projection rises higher than the 
other parts of the building, and the whole has an ele- 

§ant appearance. The school-house, which is at a little 
istance from the hospital, is neat and commodious. 
To make way for the erection of this hospital, an old 
building, of a castellated form, called Wryte's House, 
of considerable antiquity, was removed. Queen Mary 
is said to have occupied this house ; and, before the last 
purchase, it was possessed by Hamilton of Bargeny, 
who repaired it at great expence, with a partial eye to 
its ancient appearance, which in one day was obliter- 
ated by Mr Gillespie's trustees. 

The niunber of inmates supported here is about fifty. 

Charity Work-Houte, 

Tlie Charity Work-house of the city stands likewise 
in the southern district. It is a large plain-looking 
building, and was erected by voluntary contribution in 
.1743* It and the buildings contiguous at present con- 
tain nearly 3S0 men and women, 150 children, and 70 
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lanatiety in all about 000. Tke principal Awdsfiir the 
support of this institution are, a tax on the vahud 
rents of the city ; the collections at the church doot^ 
charitable donstions^ and the voluntary contributions 
of the citizens. The government of the charity is 
vested in 108 managers^ chosen from the Town*CouB- 
cU, Kirk-sessions^ and other public bodies. 

Besides 581 inmates who nave been wholly or pa^ 
tially maintained and clothed in the house during the 
vear ending SOth June 1824^ out-door assistance he 
been given to the amount of L. 1839, 3s. among 901 
Amilies and individuals^ besides L. 478, lis. as tem* 
p(»ar|r supplies to others. L. 429, 128. has also bees 
paid for 111 childen at nurse out of doors. 

In 1817, 884 resided in the house, whereof 99 died 
The number in 1818 was 890, and the deaths only 84 
The number in 1824 was 581, and die deaths 49. The 
average annual expence of maintenance of each person 
is for this year L. 8, 2s. 5i. 

Ever since the institution of the house, in 1740, 
there has been an assessment of two per cent, in name 
of Poor's Money. In the year 1813, it was fbunl 
necessary to increase this two per cent, to five, at 
which last it remained till Whitsunday 1822. But* 
in consequence of a more favourable state of matters, 
it has been reduced to 3| per cent., which is the 
amount of the assessment from Whitsunday 1824 to 
1825. The children are kept in a separate house, but 
by no nieans, from its decayed state, and great age, 
well adapted for its purpose ; yet, during the last four 
years, oiily two have died, the average number being 
140, and the age from four to fburteen years, received, 
in dl cases, without medical inflection as to health of 
disease, and often in a most deplorable state of wretch- 
edness. In the Pauper Lunatic Establishment, many 
important cures have been accomplished ; and, were it 
proper to court publicity to such a scene, it is under- 
stood that the present managers would have little to 
dread from the most severe scrutiny of the whol& esta- 
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bU«boMiiW nuking aHlowiOice &ft 9, want of room» ta4 
£oir the age of th« fabric In all the departmenti^ re- 
gular ci«ily medical visits are made. 
. There ara two other Charity Work-houses ocmn^ct- 
ed with Edinburgh, one in the suburb of CanongatCj 
which mn opened for the reception of the poor in 17^1 ; 
and another in the narish of St Cuthbert s^ which was 
opened in 17«2, called the WesUKirk Charitif Wprk^ 
hMt$e. Both these are conducted nearly on the same 
plan with the lormer, and like it have their chief sup* 
port from the voluntary contributions of individuaUy 
and the collections at the church doors. The revenut 
of this last, from the year ending July 18S4^ waf 
X«.568t^, ^. 8} ; and from this out-pensions were given 
Id £imilies and individuals to the amount of L. 1253, 
is. 6d. The average expence of maintaining 436 in« 
ipates wasy for the same period, L« 7, 13s. Tid. each. 

The Repositories* 

The Repositories, of which there are several, are 
•bops or W4U?roomSf to which ladies in straitened cir* 
cumBtanoes may send for sale any curious, beautiful, or 
useful articles of needle work with the price affixe4« 
and when sol4 the price is remitted to them, witb<^ 
t^a party being Jcnowa. 

Miniwteri Widotes' JFVimf. 

The plan of this very meritorious scheme originated 
with Dr Robert Wallace and Dc Webster in 1743, 
and received the sanction of I'arUament in 1744. J>r 
Wallace, well known as the author of an Essay on tha 
Numbers of ^i^Udnd, and ochor works, made ^e 
necessary calculations. The scheme was afterwards 
improved and extended bv two subsequent acts of the 
Legislature ; and was established on its present footing 
by an act passed in 1814. By former acts every mini«- 
star possessed of a beneQce in tha< church of Saot\and, 
•id every pcprson posaMiad flf anioffiee in amf of tlM» 
mr Scottish nniveriitias, wis «ulf«ct taona or eA«i 



3S8 Mimrpsmi' wipows* fuhi>, 

of die innual rates tii^ein vpedBed. The widow w« 
enticed to an ammitv ocNrreiraoiidiBg to the rate he ha^ 
chosen ; and his children, if he left no widow, were en- 
titled to ten years of the ammitj, whkh woidd har* 
been payable to the widow. 

The capital having acemmilated to Li.l6(>,00e, it 
Ittd been directed by the fbrmcr acts, that, when thii 
hsppened, all further accnrnnktion should cease ; and 
eoBCribotors being called upon, according to the Le- 
gMitire enactments, to gire an opinion as to the Ai« 
ture disposal of the surplus revenue, it was determin- 
ed that it should be applied solely to the benefit of the 

widows* 

But the annuities and provisions ftced by fiu'mer 
acts having, from the increased expence of living, and 
the decrease in the vahie <tf money, become whofly in- 
adequate, recourse was again bad to Parliament in 
1814; and the fbllowing important improvements up- 
on the fund received the sanction of the Legislature. 
A voluntary subscription among the conteibntors was 
recommended; an addition of SO per ceni* on the 
then rates was imposed ; every person in foture achnit<' 
ted to a benefice ror the first time, or to an office in the 
uniyersities, was to pay a contribution of L. 10 ; a grant 
was made of the bidiops' rents in Scotland; and a 
grant of the stipemls of vacant churches. The tnu- 
tees were also authorized to (^ply to the purposes of 
this act the unappropriated balance which had accu- 
mulated in their hands after the capital had attained 
the prescribed amoimt, and such voluntary donations 
as they had received. 

The annuities to widows and provisions to children 
are, af^er the expiry of six years, to be increased at 
certain intervals prescribed by the act ;* it being the 

*■ The four annual rates, ta «Be of wfaieh every minister 
and proftMor is now subject, are L.3, Si., L. 4, 14s. 6d., 
L.6, 68.y aiid.L.7. 17s. Od. 

1 ' 
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trae iotent tnd meanfng of diis acftj that tiiere shall al* 
"ways be attach^ to die capital stock sudi an increas- 
ing sam or revenue as ma^ adttit^ fhrni time to time, of 
an advance in the annuities of the widows and orphan 
ftmilies of contributors^ in some degree, corresponding 
lb what may be the expence of living, and to me sub« 
sequent esigences of dieir sitvation. 

The trustees of ihls fiind are the presbytery of 
Edinburgh and professors of the university, and they 
have a small hall in Scott's Close, in whidi are por- 
traits of Dr Webster and Dr Wallace, the founders of 
the institution. 

The Widows' Scheme of the Society of Writers to 
the Signet, upon a plan similar to that of the Cla^gy, 
was estabhshed in 160S by act of Parliament; loid 
farther improved by a subsequent act passed in 1817. 
A similar scheme has been formed by that most use- 
All body, the Parodiial Schoolmasters o£ Scotland, 
and by the Dissenting Clergymen ; and there is an 
estabH^ment in Edinburgh, open to the public, under 
the title of the Scottish Widows' Fund and Life As- 
surance Society. 

Society for the Sons of the Clergy, 

This society was instituted in the year 1791 by a 
few lay sons of dergvmen, for the ben^t of the child- 
ren of the clergy of the established church of Scotland. 
In 1792 the subscribers to this laudable institution 
were so considerable that they obtained a royal charter 
of incorporation. The afikirs of the society are conduct- 
ed by a president, a committee of management, a trea- 
surer, and secretarv ; and, at present, there is a good 
prospect of its funas being adequate to meet the wants 
also of the daughters of the Clergy. 

Society for the Relief of the Destitute Sick. 

This society was established in July 1785, £br the 
purpose of affi)rding' relief to individuals who, from 
sickness or other causes, are unable to foUow their 
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Betidet tkese chftritable. estobliibmeotg there ar« 
iome othen» which, •ItKoi^i^ not cakulated to decorate 
th«^ city by their bualdingp^ at* ao hm worthy of men- 
tion. 

Horn's Chtsriiy. 

la 17S1 Captam William Horn of the dtr of I.on« 
don, by his last will bequeathed L. 3500, olu and new 
South Sea annmties, to be disposed of at the discretion 
of the lord provost, bailiet, d^u) of guild, and treeaur^ 
cr of the city of Edinburgh, as follows :-— The interest 
of L. 1600 on Christmas day yeariy to such day-la« 
hourera of Edinburi^h as, by the inclemency of the 
weather, may be set idle and reduced to want ; inter* 
cat of L. luOO to day-labourere, as aforesaid in Potter- 
vow, Bristo, and West Port ; and interest of 1^ 1000 
to labourers of the neighbouring parikh of Libberton ; 
L. 100 to the Royal Infirmary, L. 100 to the Orphan 
Ho»pitiI, L. 100 to the Society fur Propagating Christ* 
ian Knowletlge. No family to receive aboye L. 6 per 
mnmim, or nnder 50s. 

Watson's Bequest, 

A Mt J(^n Watson, writer to the signet, in July 
19^59 executed a deed, bequeathing the reversion of 
his fortune in certain circumstances for the erection of 
« fonndliAg hospital in Edinburgh. The managenaenl 
of this fund, wfakh has now accumulated to nearly 
L. 100,000, is iiodar the direction of the keeper, de> 
puty>keeper, and commissionert to the writers to the 
signet. An unsuccessful attempt was once made bj 
the magistrates of Edinburgh to liave it applied to some 
useful purpose. . As the utiMty of a foundhtig bomtal 
it at belt proUemfttioal, an act of Parliament has bees 
i > Ww<md fe»ritetiiigthedai t i M atio n ofthialtti|eftuid; 
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flUd the Coinniisfli<»ier8 of the Sigoet^ after many 
meetings, and coming to many Totes, have at last 
agreed to huild and endow an hospital for children si- 
milar in principle to the Orphan Hospital^ hut on a 
hroader scale as to admissions. The other scheme^ on^ 
which the commissioners divided, was the founding of 
n House of Refiige for Young Delinquents. 

Thomson's Bequest* 

Mr Joseph Thomson of Mort<»ihall of Eilden, hy 
^Uipoeition and deed of settlement, executed 11th July 
1774, conveyed to certain trustees his whole lands and 
heritages, with some trifling exceptions, as a perpetual 
ftind, uie interest whereof was to he aj^lied for pur- 
diasing oatmeal or oats to he made into meal, to be 
distributed among the poor householders of £dinburgh» 
when the price of oatmeal exceeds teupence the peck, 
and which meal is to be sold to these nouseholders at 
tenpence the peck. It is understood that the Lords of 
Session and other official persons declined to accept as 
trustees under this deed, except the deputy-keeper of 
the signet, who now holds the exclusive management. 
It is provided by the deed of 1776, '' that a regular ac- 
count is to be kept of the purchadng and dis^>8ing of 
the whole quantities of meal firom time to time, to be 
shown to any of the ministers of Edinburgh, either 
Presbyterian or Episcopal, who shall think nt to take 
notice of this dbantableinstitution." 

This beouest, however mudi it might have availed 
many worthy families during some of the late years, 
has never yet been acted oo^ and a vast ftmd« appUca* 
Ue to a very nseftil purpose, has now accumulated, 
which it is hoped may soon be destined to fiilfil the in« 
tentions of the benevolent donor. 

Dr Robert Johnston's Bequest. 

Dt Robert Johnston of London, by his will dated 
die 80th of September 1639, left considerable sums in 
ebMiQrat the diiposal of the magistrates of Edinbui^h* 
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JU 1000 were to be einployed ixx setting Uie poor t9 
work ; If 1000 to clotbe the boys of Henot's Hosipital : 
Mhd JL 1000 for tbe support of bursars (exbibitioners) 
at the university. 
^ The magistrates* in tbe application of this bequest, 
paid the belance of the iriom-y o?er and above the sumi 
vested in bursaries and for Heriot's Hospital, in 164G^ 
to.the treaKurer of Trinity Hospital. This sum amount- 
ed to 18^000 merks^ and with this and other funds, tbe 
governors purchased tbe estate of Dean, still in Uieir 
possession. 

Dr Johnston, besides what he left to the magistratei 
of Edinburgh, bequeathed ako considerable sums foi 
^Mritable purposes to tbe towns of Aberdeen, Glasgow, 
Dumfries,. Dundee, Kirkcudbright* He vesttfd a sum 
.in tbe noble family of Annandale^ for the purpose of 
building and endowing a grammar school in Moffiu, 
tbe teadiers of which school were to be chosen by the 
magistrates of Edinburgh. 

John i»trachan» a writer in Edinburgh^ left als<^ 
about the beginning of the last oentury. Ills estate d 
•Cratgcrook, in the vidnity of the city, in trust to the 
presbytery of Edinburgh, to be by tbem bestowed i& 
Mnall annual sums to poor old people not under sixty* 
five years of age, and to orphans not above twelve 
The income of tliis estate is now upwards of L. 300 
fer annum. 

Society fir Suppression ofBeggitig. 

The Society, for tbe Suppression of Begging wai 
•fbrmed in lilS, upon tbe mo<lel of an establishment «f 
4he same mtUKeat Bath> and has proved of much ad- 
▼antange to die public Both the Bath and Edinburgh 
societies, however, took the idea from a similar, but 
more comprehensive establishment, set on foot by JVIr 
Voght of Hamburgh, in that city, in 1786. 1 he 
cbiMren of the poor are also furovided to» and haw 
tiie means of ed aca t i o n fpsniahed to tbem by ibis «»- 
^kttf, and tbooe who ace afaie £» work am WMfit^ 
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in cantritmting to fheir own satMisteiice. Tbe bnsi* 
nesd of this very useftil associttion is managed by direc-* 
tors ; and separate committees hare the char^ of ex* 
fltmining the details of the cases of the applicants-*" 
putting such as are able to work — superintending the ' 
education of the children — ^and providing soup and 
bread to those who require it. The goods munufac* 
tured or made up under the inspection of a committee 
of ladies are sold at the R:;pository in Hunter's Square. 
The school for the children is situated in Market Street, 
east of the Bank of Scotland. This society is support- 
ed by voluntary contributions. 

The vast spread of Savings Banks emanated, it ia 
believed, from this society, which was commenced by 
the exertions of one or two individuals, under dtfficuU 
ties which by many were considered to be insur- 
mountabie. 

Savings Hanks. 

These institutions were disseminated by the Rer. 
Thomas Duncan, Ruth well, Dumfries- shire, in 1813, 
and have proved here, as in other parts of the kingdom, 
of much service as a deposit for the little sums which 
the labouring poor are able to save from their weekly 
earnings. An act of Parliament was ai^erwards pas- 
sed for their regulation. 

The plan of the InHiiution for Belief oflacurahiet 
was suggested in 1805 by Mrs Keir; and its object 
was to give relief to " persons labouring under incur^ 
able disease, and incapable of gaining a HveUhood," 
by small annual pensions paid to them for life. Tho 
Ibnds of the institution were raised by subscription and 
Tested in government securities under trustees. 

The Association for the Melirf of Imprisoned Debtors 
ins instituted in 1813, in tie purpose of procuring 
*^ the liberalioii of unfortunate but not Iradulent 
Ac^tors from ji^, by appHeatioii to the iaotoeH rti ng 
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crediton^ or the relations of the debtors, and hj de»' 
fraying ihe expenoe of applications for the benefit of 
the act of grace." In particular cases some pecuniary 
aid is given to the debtor or his fkmily ; but tlm Is not 
done beyond a rery limited extent, and without the 
most mmute inquiry respecting the fitimess of the 
debtor's conduct. 

A number of other useftil charities exist in Edin« 
buigh, of which it is unnecessary to giye any detail, as 
their object is sufficiently declared by their names. 
Among these are a House of Industry— a Sodety fm* 
Clodiing the Industrious Poor — a Society for Promot- 
ing Religious Knowledge among the Poor— a Society 
£br the Relief of Indigent Old Men-*-and two Female 
Societies for Relief of Indigent Old Women. The 
frmds for these are chiefly derired from contributions 
among the cbaritable> ana the collections at occasional 
sermons. 



PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS. 

THE THBATJIE. 

The Theatre stands at the north end of the North 

Bridge, nearly opposite to the Raster Office, and in 

the middle of a small sq[uare called Shakespeare Squwe. 

This building presents but a plain appearance wl^ 

contrasted witn the other pubhc edifices in Edinburgh. 

On the nordi front, over the principal entrance, is a 

statue of ^lakespeare, supported by the Tn^c and die 

Comic Muse. Though tne outside, howerer, presents 

no nrepossessing appearance, the inside of the boose' 

is deeahtly fitted up. Thk{ building was apetM 

for exfaibiUons in December 1769. Hie ^patstB of 

admission at that time were three shiliings ftr the 

boxes and pit, two shillhigs ibr the ftrst gallery, «id 
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«a6 shilling for ttie seecmd or upper gallery. The 
house at these prices could hold with ease ahout L.140. 
The box seats were afterwards raised to four shillin^^ 
aud subsequently in 1815 to five shillings; but tne 
prices of the seats in the other parts of the house still 
remain at the old rate. 

The patent for the Theatre is in the name of tnuh 
tees as formerly, and was acquired by the late Mr 
Henry Siddonsln 1809. Mr Siddons^ upon his becom« 
ing manager^ fitted up Corri's Rooms^ formerly the 
Circus^ as a theatre^ at an expaice of upwards of 
L. 4000^ in which performances were continued for 
two seasons ; but circumstances having rendered it ne- 
cessary for him to occupy the old theatre, he acquir- 
ed the property of that house on becoming bound to 
pay SOOO gujneas annually for twenty-one years^ this 
obligation being in force nrom the date of the patent. 

Mr Siddons died in 1815^ and the theatre is now 
under the management of his brother-in-law, Mr W. 
H. Murray, who, in addition to the r^^Iar company, 
annually presents the Edinburgh public with most of 
the celebrated London performers. 

MUSIC. 

Musical entertainments were frequent, and seem to 
have been respectably conducted in Edinburgh, about 
the end of the seventeenth century. A paper, publish- 
ed in the first volume of the " Transactions of the So- 
dety of Antiquaries of Scotland/' presents us with a 
" Plan of a grand concert of music^ performed at Edin- 
burgh on St Cecilia's day, 1695.'* It appears fVom this 
plan, that the metropolis could exhibit a concert, with 
an orchestra consisting of above thirty performers. Of 
these no less than nineteen were genuemen of the first 
rank and fashion ; the remainder were professors or 
masters of music. Concerts of this kind were held at 
intervals prior to and after this period ; and on the 
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99^ of Mtreh 1799» a miincal flooiety mm 
for tbe peHbrmtDce of weekly concerts. 

This iDUsicml associttion cofisisted of a limited num- 
ber^ sdected from the nobility and gentry of know« 
taste, most of whom could either perform on some in« 
strument, or take part in a chorus. A governor, depu* 
ty-governor, and five directors, were annually elected 
firom among the members, and in these the whole ma« 
nagement of the affairs of tbe society were vested. Ai 
their first erection in'io a society they met for the per« 
formanee of concerts in St Mary's Chapel, a building 
which has since been removed. Their numbers, how- 
ever, soon increasing, it became necessary to have a 
larger place of meeting. A hall was accordingly buil4 
in 1762, at the toot of the lane called Nlddry's Street, 
after the model of the great opera thea^e in Parma. 
The plan for this buikling was drawn by Sir Robert 
Mylne, the architect of Blackfriars Bridge. Tbe prin- 
cipal music room was of an oval form, lighted ftrora th< 
top, the ceiling being a concave elliptical dome. The 
teats were ranged in the form of an amphitheatre, and 
were capable of containing 500 persons. The orchefr* 
tra was at the upper end of the room, at the bead of 
which was placed an elegant organ. 

As the first band of this society consisted chiefly of 
gentlemen v^ho perfbrmed, it was denominated the 
«* CrentUfmena Concert ;** but, in the course of time; 
these becoming less plenty, professional men were in« 
vited from abroad to assist in the performances, till at 
length the orchestra was almost entirely filled up witk 
professed musicians. This musical society subsisted 
about sixty or seventy years, and continued during thi 
greater purt of that time to be a favourite resort of all 
who pretended to taste in harmony. The liberal prin* 
ciples on which it was conducted reflect high honour 
on the gentlemen who prqjeeted and encouraged the 
undertaking. Admission was obtained by special tick* 
ets, which were not transferable, and served for th« 
night only for which they were granted. These tick- 
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eti were always groHs, eircept when benefits weM 
giTen fbr the emolument of performers. 

The entertainments of St Cecilia's Hall, however^ 
began to be gradually neglected, and at last were to« 
tally deserted* The hall was in consequence shut iip^ 
and afterwards disposeil of. It was then occupied as 
a place of worship by a congregation of fiaptists ; fi^ 
nuly purchased by the Grand Lodge in 1819 as a hoU 
f^ their^ meetin^^ and is now named Freemason^ 
MalL 

Afta* the weekly concerts in St Cecilia's Hall were 
given up, suhscnption concerts were performed in the 
Assembly Rooms, George's Street,and at Corri's Rooms^ 
^merly the Circus, now again transfcarmed into a 
Idnd of minor theatre, under the name of the Caledo« 
nian Theatre. The professional gentlemen of Edin«i 
Imrpch give occasional concerts during winter. 

When a Musical Festival was first proposed by some 
pttblic*9pirited indiiuduals in the end of the year 1814^ 
the plan was supported by a numbtf of the most re« 
apectable indlTiauals in the country ; and the subserip-* 
tion which was afterwards opened was soon filled to 
an extent sufficient to authorize the directors to engage 
performers, and arrange the other preparatory details. 
The arrangements having been concluded, the perform- 
ances were announced to commence on Tuesday the 
31st October 1815, and to continue during the remain- 
der of the week. The sensation excited by this graml 
exhibition of musical talent had from the beginning 
been considerable ; but as the period of its commence- 
ment drew near, the interest became excessive, to a 
d^ee never before seen in Edinburgh. For weeks 
before, the influx of strangers was unprecedented; 
and before the Festival b^an, every hotel and lodging- 
bouse were crowded. 

The morning performances took place in the great 
outer hall of the Parliament House, which was fitted 
up fior the occasion ; and the evening concerts were 
given in Corri's Rooms. T%e prinoi|ial w«t%\ per- 
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ftnnen were Madame Mtrooni, Mrs Salnooa^ JI& 
Bnham, Mr Smithy a baas nnmr, and Mr SwiH Tba 
dionis singers were between fifty and sixty in number, 
among whom were aeveral of the celebrated Lancashire 
singers, and a number from London and York. Tbt 
instrumental band consisted of an assemblage of taloit 
rarely to be met with. Mr Taniewicz waa the leader, 
besides whom were Lindky, Dragonetti, Holmes, the 
Petrides, Nichdson, Manotti, Hyde, Mather, and 
odiers, and almost every subordinate part was filled l:^ 
a person fhlly qualified to do it justice. The whole <n 
the music waa exquisitely perfbrmed ; and the Parlia« 
ment House was every day crowded to excess, hours 
before the perfbrmance commenced. After paying all 
expences, tne sum distributed among the charities of 
Eoinburgh amounted to about L. 1500. 

Another Musical Festival upon the same plan was 
held in 1819, and with similar suoces. The dear pro- 
ceeds of this h»t applicable to public charities were 
about L. 1300. A third took place in October 18S4, 
but from its not having met with the same support as 
those on former occasions, the dear receipts amounted 
only to L. 700. 

Assembly Rooms, 

A regukr Assembly was established in Edinbuigli 
in the year 1710, and a house taken for the purpose 
in the laue now called from it the Old Assembly Close 
The direction of this Assembly continued in the hsokds 
of private individuals tDl the year 1746, when several 
persons of distinction assumed the direction of it, witli 
an intention of ap^ying the money that might be 
drawn from the institution to diaritaole purposes. 

The apartments in which the assembly was held 
becoming too small for the increasing population of the 
city, it was removed to the lane ouled Bell's Wynd, 
where assemblies continued to be kept until the ereo- 
tion of the New Town, the elegance of which illsuit- 
ed the poor accommodation which the lOoms in Bell's 



W^4 ^Mled. A new atsenilily viom was accoid- 
ingly erected In the New Town, not unsuitable to the 
gemral eleganoe of the other buildings. Upon the re^ 
moval of the aflBemblies from Bell's Wyml, the apart- 
■lents were used as the guard-room and wateh-hoiise 
«f the city. 

The New A»eeinbly Rooms, George's Street, were 
huilt by subscription, and finished in X787. The ex« 
temal appearance of the building is by no means strilfi- 
ing; but the elegaut accommodation within makes 
ample compensation for any defects of outward ap- 
•esonance. The principal ball-room is 92 feet long, 42 
feet wide, end 40 feet in height. It is ligiit«d by 
deven large crystal lustres, and has an organ at its up- 
per end. On one side, in a circular recess, and at a 
convenient height is the orchestra. There is also a 
tea-room, ^ feet long by S6 in breadth, which serves 
£br the daociiig-room of the card assemblies. There 
are two card-rooms, 32 feet by 18, and a grand saloon, 
1M feet square, besides other smaller rooms. In 1818 
ft portico was.ereoted in the front of this building, sup-- 
ported by four Doric ookimns, which gives it a more 
attractive appearance than it formerly exhibitecU Two 
assemblies are held weekly through the winter, the 
one a dancing, the other a card assembly. The card- 
fMttiea ave rather select than numerous ; b«t the dan* 
atng asaoMblitt are well fi-equented. 

Caledonian Theatre. 

. Hke CakdoBtan Theatre stands at the head of the 
great road from Edinborgh to Leith. The building 
which is dras denominated was ereeted for the pur^ 
pose of equestrian performances. But these, not meet- 
ing with much encouragement, were obliged of neces- 
sity to be given up. The successive revolutions which 
have happened to this unfortunate building deserve to 
be remarked. AAer it was relinquished by the eques- 
tcians, it was fitted up hf Mr Stedieil EemUe as a 
UiaatBe, and wihsflqiMPtly eonwrlad into a place of 
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worddp, and oeai|iied hy sevefAl leGtaries. It ttras then 
fitted up bv Mr Corn as a bati and concert room ; 
tramfbrmed for the second time into a theatre in 1810 ; 
aad after bdng agam transfiMpaied into baH-rooms^ was 
in 1817 restored to its orighial destination under the 
title of the Pantheon. In this state it continued til} 
188S» when it was fitted up as a minor dieatre^ fi>r 
the perfinmance of such jMCces as are not proteoted by 
the patent of the regukur theatre. 

Royal Academy of Exercises. 

The Riding-School, or Royal Academy of Exercises, 
was bnilt by subscription. The sum raised fiir this 
purpose during the first three years was L. 87^, 15s. 
It was opened in the year 1764; and in 1766 received 
a royal chiurter, with a salary of L. 900 a^^year to the 
master. The building, which is by no means an orna- 
mental one, stands on the east side of Nicbidson's 
Street, and is 194 feet long by 49 broad. After the 
institution of the Royal Aoidemy of Exercises, carou* 
'wds were fi>r several years annually held, which were 
attended by all the beauty and ftshion of the time. 
These sometimes lasted fbr several days, and affi)rded 
fine displays of ornamental riding. At the last ca« 
rousal, the prise was cnried off by the late Lord 
Meadowbaak; beinganelcgantGoldMedal which was 
presented to the victor by the odebrattd Duchess c^ 
G<Nrdon. It was the only medal ever given, and it is 
believed has been lost. The only student now remain- 
ing of that period is, it is believed, Henry Mackende, 
Esq. the venerable audior of the Man of Feeling. 
Th^e is also a room where fencing is taught by an 
aUe master. 

jRoyo/ Company of Arckers, 

The King's Body Guard. 

The Royal C!<nnpanv of Archers in Edinburgh is the 
most remarkable of the kind now existing^ Beftie 
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iihe i&voDtioii of ga n pow d er, ardMry was much cul- 
tivBted both, in Eagknd aad in this country as a 
warlike art. The Scottish archers, however, were in- 
finrior in the exercise of this weapon of offence to ths 
Snglish. James I., dorii^ his captivity in Englandy 
lemarked the striking disparity ; and immediately on 
his return to take possession d the throne of his an« 
oestors, he appeturs to have exerdsed extracwdinary 
care in order to improve the Scots in the practice ^ 
archery. In the very first parliament of his reign^ 
tiierefore, he procured an act, enjoinini; all his subi* 
jects, from twdve years oiiage and upwards, to apply 
thanselvcs frequently to the exercise of dukyting with 
ijbe bow, and directed bow'butts to be set up, and 
l^oes ioT this exercise marked out, near all parish 
churches, and within every estate, the rents of which 
amounted to L. 10 of the money of that time. A fine 
of a wedder was also imposed upon ejety person who 
should neglect to yield obedience to this command. 
In the year 1457 a new law was passed with regard to 
archery ; bow-butts, were of new ordered to be set up, 
and a bow-mak^ was directed to be established in m 
principal town of every county. Tb^ annual musters 
of the archers at this time were calkd weapon shaw^ 
ii^s J and many other acts of the Scottish filature 
wore passed to enfinrce tbe praetiee of this exercise 
through the country. 

The ancient records of the Royal Company of Arch* 
era having beea destroyed by fire about the benn- 
ning of the last century, no anthentio documents of its 
instttutbn new remain. It. has been said, however, 
to owe its origtn to the comnusuoners appointed in 
the reign of James I. for enforcing the practice of arch- 
ery in the different counties. These commissioners, 
it is related, having chosen some of the most dex- 
terous archera fh>m amcmg the better sort of people, 
formed them into a company for defending the king's 
penoD as a body-guard. The company still daim this 
prtvikge within six miles of the capital. 
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The fmetiet of anbery hMiag been m«di deoeye^ 
iereral noblraien and genllenAen, in the year i67«, -90* 
■odatecl themsf^ves into a body fbr Us cettoiattflo ; 
nd the Marquis of Atholl was elected their captain-i 
general. The aaM)ciatien was conirmed by the Soot* 
tiih piiTy-council in the year 16T7 ; and the Coounia-r 
noners ik the Treasury gave the company L* 290 to 
furchase a priae^ to be shot ibr at their aimual triab 
ofskUI. 

On the accession of Qneen Anne, the celebrated 
Sot George Mackenzie was die eaptain-geneiBl ; and 
in the year 170S chat qneenipreoted the company into 
a corporation^ by the title of the *' Royal Company 
of Archers." The magistrates of Edinburgh also gave 
ihem a silver arrow as a prise to be annoally ahotibr. 

The first public parade of the company was en tha 
year 1714^ at which time they tnarehed in proceasioa 
fhmi the Parliament Square to Holyroodhonae^ and 
fhmi thence to I^th, dressed in the eli^nt UBifom 
ef the ortler. After the Rebellion of 17L5, the nom* 
pany diseontinned thekr annual exhibitions of sk^ 
and from that period these was no parade of the ar^ 
ers for fifteen years. 

There are various priaes annnally shot &r by the 
Boyal Company, among whidi the principal arei^ de 
King's Prise, being a su^ annnaMy given fay his M»* 
jesty, which is always laid out by the -aietor in a pleoa 
of plate, and silver arrows, given by the dty of £din- 
bnrgfa, and the towns of Musselburgh, Pei^des, ^Sel* 
kirk, and Stirling : and a new priie waa instituted by 
the late Earl of Hopetoun, captain-general^ in com* 
memoration of his Majesty's visit to Seotknd. 

On that occasion the Royal Company had the honoui 
of serving as his Majesty's body gusrd. They attend- 
ed his Majesty on all pubKe occasions. In the pakce 
they were stationed on each side of the throiw, whoi 
he received addresses^ and guarded the royid apatt- 
neata on the days of the Levee and dmwing-roea* 
At the landing, and on ^e ro^nl pregreia to the Caitls» 
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tbef fommnded tiie roj«l- carruif{e, their two senicur 
oficere beiDg statioiied at each &&r 'of the carriage. 
l%e captain^gennral aod the council had the honour of 
being introduced to his Majesty in the royal closet, 
apd ddivering to him a pair of barbed arrows as the 
reddendo contained in the Crown-charter under which 
the Company hold their privileges. 

The very elegant andent umform adopted on this 
occasion hy the Company was much admired. 

The Company of Archers have a neat hall for their 
meetings at the east end of the public waUc called the 
Meadow8> in which there are some fine pictures* 

Company of Golfers, 

The Golf is an amiisement peculiar to Scotland, and 
has been practised in this country from the most re- 
mote antiqidty. By a statute of James 11.^ In 1557, 
this amusement, together with that of the ^t-ball, 
was prohibited, that it might not interfere with the 
more martial exercise of the *' weapon showings.'* A 
Company of Gdfers in Edinburgh was established in 
the year 1744, at which time tne town-council gave 
them a silver dub, to be annually played for by the 
members of the company. There are now three other 
dubs of gentlemen associated for this healthy amuse- 
ment. The place where this game is usually played 
is on the downs of Edinburgh and Leith, here called 
Links. The parties are one, two, or more, on eadi 
side. The balls used are eiitremely hard, and about 
the size of a tennis-baU ; and the club, with which 
&e ball ia strudc, is formed of ash, slender and elas- 
tic, havii^ a crooked head, fiiced with horn, and load- 
ed with md to render it heavy. The balls are struck 
1^ the clubs, of which there are several kinds, into 
small holeS) about a quarter of a mile distant from one 
another, and he or they who convey the ball into these 
holes in succession, with the fewest strdces, is declar- 
ed the victor. The distance to which an expert player 
At ibia game wi]l strike a bdl is aroasiiig ; and there 
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it an anwdott leklcd of • gentknan, wlio^ upon c 
wager, struck a ball fhm tne Castle Hill into tie 
bigbest part of Uie garnson, a baigfat of abote two ban- 
dred feet. 

1 here was formerly an established Coek^pii m 
Edinburgh ; but this barbaroas amiiseinenc has Iob^ 
since been given up. Ttnttis was also formeriy an 
amusement. A dub, for what is called Curiin^, or 
the propelling of smooth stones npim ice, and a JSkait" 
ifffc Club, meet in winter, when the ft-ost is sufficiently 
intense, at the small lakei in the neighbourhood. 

I'he annual hor8e*races of Edinburgh were for- 
merly held at Leith, on the samly shore, at low 
water. But the unfavourable nature of the ground, 
and the difficulty of proc«rittg a space of sufficient 
sixe near the city, has been the occasion of removing 
the races to Musselburgh, a town about six aoilcs east 
of Edinburgh, where there lean exoklknt turf eourse 
and stand. 

The Caledonian Hunt haire some times their meeu 
ingsat Edinburgh ; but they do not confine diemsflfea 
to any particular district. 



PROGRESS AND PRESENT STATE OP 

MANNERS. 

The manners of a people are not the letst inteiest* 
ing part of their history. Of the manners and pecu- 
liar habits of the ancient Scots, however, litUe is 
known. On the invasion of Agrioc^ hunting and 
fishing appear to have been the principal means by 
which the ancient inhabitants of Scotland procured 
their subsistence. Pasturage and agriculture were but 
Httle known or praetiaccL Huts made of the braoohes 
of trees, or loose stones piled together, were their ha- 
bitations, and seats of alone or turf their only fon^- 
turt. llieirdvsaBwaafonDedof CheakinB<^amiiiaki;. 
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a94 this^, with ImAt, fyrmtA tlieir pkoet of r«pOB«; 
liieiir warlike weapons^ or those whieh diey itf^ in 
t^ chace^ wi^re pointed with stones^ fised to ahafta hj 
thongs of leather, or the intestines of animals. 

. From Fergus II. to James VI. in the list of the 
Scottish monarchs, one half of them perished hy vio* 
lent deaths. The progress of re^nement^ for a series 
of ages^ seems. to hare been slow^ and for centuries the 
tmits of the savage marked the character of the Scots, 
In the reign of David 11., when a French embassy 
came to Scotland, with a train of nobility and soldiers, 
the accommodation which Fdinburgh at that time a£* 
forded was not sufficient for the reception of so many 
strainers ; and many of these weve obliged to lotige iu 
Dunfermline aikl the neighbouring towns. In the 
military excursious of this period, the Scottish soldiers 
boiled the cattle which they had for provisions in 
their own hides, and made shoes of the undressed 
skins. 

In the reign of Ja»ea I. the houses in the burghs 
were not i^ve twenty feet high, and were covered 
with thatch. The houses of the great birops, t^ough 
many of them were large and magnificent, yet afforded 
few of the conveniences which are expected in bouses 
of modern erection. Their apartments were »nall and 
gloomy ; and the state of the country required securi- 
ty, in the construction of houses, to be the first oonsi«> 
deration. The only fvnrnttuve in the hall of a great 
hmroxk was large standing tables, benches, and cup- 
boards, SQAde chiisfiy fif oak, and without locks or keys. 
They eat noostly miX of wooden dishes, wht<^ were 
tsikd trwpk^s, used wooden or horn spoons, and 
dr^nk out of w«oden eHps. Silver was rcsnarkably 
scsroe, except in monasteries /and cathedsols : and 
even pewter vessels ^ wtre acneunli'd rare and eostly. 
These vena only used si Chrtssmas or other festivals; 
and y^ poor as they were, the country could not fur- 
nish ^wm 0i its Oivn cumnfiMtuve. In the year 1430, 
edghfc doMA of pewter dishes, one famidrea dosen of 
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wooden cnpBy a bason and ewer, ^»6e aMkMes, • dozet 
AioM of ml leather, fire doira dli of woollen dotbi 
and twentj casks of wine, were imported from Londoii 
for the use of the king of Scots. 

While thns poor in domestic oonireniences, learning 
also had made little pro^^ress. In the rdgn of Jama 
IV. an act passed, oraenng, that erery baion or free- 
holder should put his eldest son and heir to sehool tt 
learn Latin, and afterwards to study i^iiosoi^y anj 
law, to qualify him fbr officiating as a sheriff er judge* 
ordinary, should his services be required in these «» 
pacities. 

At the fatal battle of Pinkey, in 1547, the Scots ap- 
pear to have been much improved in their acoommoda- 
UoQ, The English fbund in their camp oatmeal, 
oat-cakes, wheaten^bread, butter, cheese, ale, wine; 
and in some of the tents was found silver plate. Al- 
most every article of dress was at this time foreign; 
and it required the aid of sumptuary laws to repre« 
the growing extravagance. James II. and Jiones VI. 
were also under the necessity of restndning dress bi 
legal statutes. 

Mournings were first introduced into Scotland on the 
death of Magdalene of France, the qoeen of Jamti 
V. ; but fkns in the hands of die ladies, and gentle- 
men's coik-heeled shoes, are mentioned at a nmdi 
eariier period. Ostrich feathers on the head, and roses 
displayed at the knees, were fiuhionable ornaments it 
this period. The extravagance of die tald^ in tke 
reign of Queen Mary, required the reatraint c^a 
sumptoary law, whidi prohibited any, nader the rank 
of an archbidiop or earl, to have at tabfe more Umb 
eight didies ; of an abbot, priory or dean, above six ; if 
a baron or freeholder, above fbnr ; and of bmgessii 
above three. An ex<^ption, however, is made « IB 
feasts at marriages, or diose which were g^ven to f^ 
reignen, where tbeie was no limitation bat tlie abili- 
ties of the person who gave such entcrtainmeiits* If 
the table at that period was not s» deiicatriy fumvali- 
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ei as it pretenty it was, at leatt^ fully as mbitantiat 
ffhree flesh meals in a day were at this time the com* 
man fare. 

The manners of the times are thus described by an 
Englishman who visited Edinburgh in the year 1598 : 
'' Myself^" says he^ " was at a knight's house, who 
Ind many servants to attend him, that brought in his 
meat, with their heads covered with blue caps, the 
table being more dian half furnished with great plat- 
ters of porridge, each having a httle piece of sodden 
meat ; and when die table was served, the servants sat 
down with us ; but the upper mess, instead of por- 
xidge, had a pullet, with some furunes in the broth ; 
and I observed no art of cookery, or furniture of house- 
hold stuff, but rather rude neglect of both, though 
myself and my compamons, sent from the governor of 
Berwick about bordering afi&irs, were entertained af- 
ter their best manner. 

" The Scots, Hvii^ then in Mictions, used to keep 
many fi>llowers, and so consumed their revenue <» 
victuals, living in some want of money. They vulgar- 
ly eat hearth cakes of oats, but in cities have sHao 
wheaten. bread, which, fbr the most part, was bought 
by courtiers, gentlemen, and the best sort of dtizensL 
They drink pure wines, not with sugar as the Eng- 
lish ; yet at leasts diey put comfits in the wines, after 
the French manner ; but they had not our vintners' 
fhiud to mix their wines. I did never see nor hear 
that they have any public inns with signs hanging out ; 
tat the better sorU of citizens brew ale, their usual 
cbink, (which will distemper a stranger's body ;) and 
the same citizens will entertain passengers upon ac- 
quaiiitanee or entreaty* Their bedsteads were then 
wie Clipboards in the wall, with doors to be opened 
and dmt at pleasure, so as we climbed up to our 
lieds. They used but one sheet, open at the sides and 
toip, but dose at the feet, and so doubled. When nas- 
sengers go to bed, their custom was to present toem 
wm a skeinng cup of wine at parting. The country 
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peopb Mid merebaoU «Md to dmk kqcplf ; ilt« fen* 
tlemeo somewhat more qparlBgly ; yet m^ >eiy oauiv 
tiers, by night meetings, and entertaining any strange 
er, usect to drink healSis not without excess ; and» to 
speak truth without offence, the excess of drinking 
was then far greater in general anumg the Scots that 
the English. Myself being at the courts invited hj 
some gentlemen to supper, and being forwamed to firai 
this excess, would not promise to sup with them, but 
upon condition that my in?iter would be my protect 
tion from large drinking, which I was many timei 
ibrced to invmce, being courteously entertain«;d, and 
much provoked to carousing ; and so, for tl»t timc^ 
aYoidei! any great inteqaperance. Remembering thi% 
and having since observed, in my conversation at thi 
English court, with the Scots of the better sort, that 
they spend great part of the night in drinking^ not on- 
ly wine, but even beer ; as myself cannot accuse dien 
of any great intemperance, so I cannot altogether fre^ 
Ihem fit)m the imputation of exoess, wherewith tbi 
popular voice cbargeth them. 

*' The husbandmen in Scotland, the servants, ani 
almost all the oopntry, did wear coarse cloth, made at 
home of grey or sky colour, and flat blue caps, very 
broad. The merchants in cities were attired in £ng« 
lish or French cloth, of pale colour, or mingled blade 
and blue. The gentlemen did wear £ngli& cloth cr 
•ilk, or light stuffii, little or nothing adorned with silk 
lace, mucii less with lace of silver or gold ; and all 
followed at this time the French iishion, especially ii 
court. Gentlewomen married did wear upper boditf 
after the German manner, with large whale-bone 
sleeves after the Fr^ch manner, short cloaks, like tlir 
Germans, French hoods, and large falling bands aboitf 
their necks. Tiie unmavried of all sorts did go bar» 
headed, and wear short eloaks, with most close line! 
sleeves oi4 their arms, like die virgins of Germapf 
The kiferiw sorts of eitisens' wives, and the women 
of the country, did i^ear cloadts nuide of a coarse stuC 
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of two or tinree ooloiirs, in dieqner^wtork^ Vulgaiiy 
flfelled piadderu lb conclude, ita general, they would 
Bot at this time be attired ai^er the English Ikshiofl 
In ony tort ; but the men, especially at court, follow 
the French fashion ; and the women, both in court and 
dty, as well in cloaks as naked heads, and also sleeves 
tfh the arms, and all other gia*raents> follow the fiu^ioA 
of the Women in Germany. ' 

- Sudi is the picture of the manners of the inhftbtt* 
Ibits of die Scottish metropolis in the end of the six« 
leenth century, in the bc^inuins of the serenteenth 
fentury they were not Tery mucn improved. Frau-« 
dulent bonkruplcies seem to have been so frequent at 
to occasion a severe law to be [Mssed against bankrupts 
by the Court of Session. In 1606 they ordered the 
Magistrates of the city to erect a pillory of stone near 
ttte market*^ro8s, with a seat on the top of it, on 
which were to be placed ** all dyvours (insolvent debt- 
drs) quha sail sit thairon ane mercat-day, from ten 
iNvares in the rooniing, quill one hour after dinner." 
Night robberies and riots on the streets were also at 
this time common, as appears from an order of the 
Scottish privy council to the magistrates to keep a 
strict guard, and forbidding all persons from appearitig 
in the streets after ten o'clock at night. Nor was the 
appearance of the city at this time very elegant ; for, in 
the year 1621, the parliament enacted, thet the houses, 
instead of thatch or boards, should in future be cover- 
ed with tiles, slates, or lead. 

At the public entrance of Charles I. into Edinburgh, 
after his accession to the throne, he was received in a 
pompous manner by the magistrates ; attended by no 
less than two hundred and sixty young citizens, dress- 
ed in white satin doublets, black velvet breeches, and 
\irhite silk stockings ; and the streets through which 
he passed were hung with tapestry and carpets. The 
inhabitants of Edinburgh appear by this time to have 
improved considerably in th^r dress, when so many t£ 
^C cttizens could airerd to appear so ^endidlj ap* 
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parelled ; and the fturfntiire of their houses^ by th^ 
oi^lay of tapestry and carpeting on this occasion^ was 
ftr from being despicable. 

In the year 1637^ a carious act was passed by the 
town-cooncil widi respect to the dress of the ladies^ 
which may be noticed in tiiis place as illnstrative of 
^e manners of the times. It appears to have been 
customary at diat period for the female sex to wear 
pladds as an article of dress, which fbr some unaccount- 
able reason had given offence to the magistrates^ and 
occasioned their passing several acts against the prac- 
tice. These having been little r^arded by die ladies^ 
the act above allu^fed to was published, wherein they 
state^ that *' such hes bein the impudende of manie of 
them^ l^at they have continewit the foresaid barbarous 
habitte^ and hes added thairto the wearing of their 
cownes and petticotes about their heads and feces, so 
Uiat the same is now become the ordlnar habitte of all 
women within the dttie, to the general imputaticm of 
their sex^ matrones not being abm to be decerned from 
strumpettis and lowse living women, to their awne dis« 
honour and the scandal of the cittie," &c The pe^ 
nalty attached to the disobedience of this act was^ to 
ladies of quality, heavy fines and censure^ and, fbr the 
lower orders, mies and banidiment. 

This act of the town-council, notwithstanding the 

eenalties annexed to its neglect, does not appear to 
ave been much r^rded. A traveller who writes 
from Edinburgh in the year 1729 says, '' I have been 
at several concerts of music, and must say, that I never 
saw in any nation an assembly of greater beauties than 
those I have seen at Edinburgh. The ladies dress as 
in England, with this difference, that when -they go 
abroad, from the highest to the lowest, they wear a 
plaid, which covers half of the face and all the body." 
In the civil wars which followed this period, the 
traces of the manners are lost amidst the fury of poli- 
tical dissensions. Jealousy, mutual distrust, and ani- 
mosity, rankled in the bosoms of the laity; and a 
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90kmg oonttmpt of the sooitl (ddftsaFes^ and a rigid 
«Kercise of the duties of religion^ animated the breasts 
of the clergy. The conflict of passions which the for- 
ilier circatQetances were calculated to rouse in the hu- 
lian heart, and the sombre hue which the latter una- 
loidabiy gave to all their enjoyments^ characteme the 
protectorate of Cromwell. On the restoration of 
Charles II., howerer, the scene was changed^ hospi- 
tality was revived, and horse-racing, cock-fighting, 
•ad other amusements, were now carried to excess* 
. In the year 1660 the first stage-coach between £din- 
Wrgh and Leith was licensed by the magistrates ; and 
ki I€77 the town- council, with a laudable zeal to re« 
press the impositions generally Idd upon the citizens 
who frequented penny-meddings^ ordered, that in fu- 
ture no person should presume to take, on these occa- 
sions, for a man's dinner, more than 94 shillings ScotSj 
69s« Sterling,) and from women 18 shillings Scots, 
{l8.«d. Sterling!) In the same year they passed an 
act, ordering, that all persons building houses should, 
instead of wood, (which had been fcnmaerly used for 
this purpose,) build tliem with stone, and, instead of 
thatch, cover the roofs with tiles or slates, under a pe- 
nalty of 500 merks, and the house to be demolished. 
Coffee-houses were also first lioensed in Edinburgh in 
tins year. 

In the short reign of James II. (or VII.) religion 
■eems to have chiefly occupied the attention of the ci- 
tizens, and to have had a considerable share in sway- 
ing tifie manners of the times. None durst teach 
dancing in public or private without a licence frooa 
tiie magistrates ; all persons found on the streets in 
the time of Divine service were taken up by persons 
i^pointed for this purpose, and who, in the language 
of the day, were called Seheriu Absurd and extrava- 
gant punishments fxx fornication were introduced, 
which often were the occasbn of crimes of a deeper 
dye. These were the pill<N7 ^^^ repenttitg-iiotd, an 
inatmment of ecdesiastkal tyranny F^bich is not yet 
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altogedier laid aside. The em of wkdicralt wis t^ao 
aot yet oyer ; and many old women, accuaed of this by 
the ignorant or the envious, were tormented by the 
rabble, till, by their confession of an imaginary erime^ 
an end was put to their sufferings. So late as the 
year 16T8, no less than ten women were tried fat diis 
crime before the Court of Justiciary, conrieted on 
their own confession, strangled at a stake and burned. 
What may be thought of the manners of that period^ 
even among the higher ranks, when ' the supreme 
criminal court of the nation could judge, and fifteen 
impartial jurymen convict, ten women for a crime 
which has only its origin in ignorance and superstition f 
In the beginning of the eighteenth century, public 
amusements b^an to be introduced into £diiibur|^ 
in greater variety than formerly. Of these Mnsic, 
Dancing, and the Theatre, were the chief. Science 
aho now began to dawn in the Scottish capitid ; and 
industry and commerce, by the introduction of luxu- 
ry, almost entirely changed the habits of the citizens. 
A very interesting paper, published by the late Mr 
William Creech in me Statistical Account of Scotland, 
throws considerable light on the manners of this pe« 
rlod. From this account it appears, that, '^ in 1763, 
people of fashion dined at two o'clock, or a little after 
It, and business was attended to in the afternoon. It 
was a common practice at that time for the merchants 
to shut their shops at one o'clock, and to open them 
again after dinner at two. Wine at this time was sel- 
dom seen, or in a small quantity, at the tables of die 
middle rank of people. It was the foshion for gentle- 
men to attend the drawing-rooms of the ladies in the 
afternoons, to drink tea, and to mix in the agreeable 
society and conversation of the women. People at Uiis 
period, too, wAre interested about religion, mA it was 
fiishionable to go to church. Sunday was by all ranks 
strictly observed as a day of devotion, and few were 
seen strolling about the streets during the tame of pub- 
lic worship. Families attended church, with their. 



duldren and servants^ and ftmily woiship at home was 
aot unfirequent. The ooUections made at the church* 
dooTB for the poor amounted at this time to L. 1500 
md upwards yearly. 

. " In 1763/' according to Mr Creech^ " masters 
look chaige of the moral conduct of their apprentices* 
1^ generally kept them under their eye in their own 
houses. The clergy visited^ catechisea, and instruct- 
ed the fiunilies witmn their respective parishes in the 
principles of morali^^ Christianity^ and the relative 
duties of life. The m-each of tiie seventh command- 
ment was punished by fine and church censure. Any 
instance of conjugal infidelity in a woman would have 
banished her irretrievably frran society^ and her com^ 
pany woidd have been rejected even by men who paid 
any regard to their character. The fines collected by 
the kirk'treagwrer fi)r natural children amounted to 
about L. 154 annually. There were at this time only 
about five or six houses of bad fame^ and a very few 
of the lowest order of females skulked about the streets 
at night. Street robbery and picking of pockets were 
unknown. House-breaking and robb^ were extreme* 
ly rare ; and many people tiiought it unnecessary to 
lock their doors at night. The execution of criminals 
in Edinburgh for capital crimes was rare ; and three 
annually were reckoned the average for the whole 
kingdom of Scotland. For many years in Edinburgh 
there was no execution. 

^' In the year 1763 there was no sudi amusement 
as public cock-^hting, the establishments of this kind 
which were in the city before having been given up. 
A young roan was termed a JinefeUoWf who^ to a well 
informed and accomplished mind> added el^;ance of 
manners, and a conduct guided by principle ; one who 
would not have injured the rights of the meanest in- 
dividual j who contracted no debts Uiat he could not 
pay ; who thought every breach of morality unbecom- 
mg the character of a gentleman ; and who studied to 
be useful to society, so &r as his opportunities or abi- 
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enabled htm. At this tkne^ in the beet Bimiliei 

in town^ (he education of dau^ten was fitted^ not 
mily to embelUeh and improve their mtnds^ but to «cn- 
complish them in the useful arts of doniestie ecoho<- 
my. The sewing- school, the ptstry»cchool, were then 
essential branches of female education ; nor wata m 
voung lady of the best fiunily asliamed to go to mar^ 
ket with her mother. At this time, too, young ladies^ 
even by tibemselves, might have walked throu^ the 
streets of ihe city in perfect aafety at any hour ; and 
no person would nave presumed to speak to or inters 
ntpt them. 

*' The weekly concert in 17«3 begati at six o'clock » 
and the performance was over at an early hour. Th^ 
tn<NraUty of stage-plays was at this ^me mnch a^tat<^ 
cd, and several of the clergy were censilred for attend- 
ing Uie theatre, fiy those who attended this amuse« 
Hient without scruple, Saturday night was thought 
the most improper in the week for going to the pUy. 
Every tbing, eitlier iinproper in sentiment or decorum, 
would have been hissed at with indignation at this pe« 
riod. In the dancing assembly rooms, in 1763, strict re- 
gularity with respect to dress and decorum, and great 
dignity of manners, were observed. The profits of 
this assembly went to the Charity Work-house. The 
company at the public assemblies met at five o'dock 
in the afternoon, and the dancing began at six, and 
ended at eleven, by public orders of the managers, 
which were never transgressed. 

" In the year 1 763, the accommodation of the in- 
habitants of Edinburgh was mean, compared to what 
it now is. The city at that time was almost confined 
within the walls, and the suburbs were of small extent 
With respect to lodging, the houses which in 1768 
were possessed by the first families, were twenty yean 
after inhabited by tradesmen or by people in humble 
life. The Lord Justice Clerk's house was posaessol by 
a French teacher. Lord President Cndgie's house by a 
ronpiiig-infe, (saleswoman of old funutaie>) and Lord 
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Dnunmore's house was left by a chairman for waht ot 
accommodation. In 1763 there were only two sti^e- 
coaches to the town of Leith, and the only other in 
the Scottish capital was one to London^ which set off 
cnce a month, and was from twelve to sixteen days on 
die road. The hackney-coaches at this time were few 
in number^ and perhaps the worst of the kind in Bri- 
tain. Bat the want of these was less severely felt at 
diis period^ from the great quantity of sedan-chairs^ 
which were to be had at a very moderate price. In 
1763 few coaches were made in Edinburgh ; and the 
nobility and gentry in general brought their carriages 
from London. Perfumers' shops were not at this time 
known^ and there was no such profession as a haber- 
dasher. Hair-dressers were numerous, but were hard- 
ly permitted to exercise their profession on Sundays, 
and many of them vcduntarily declined it. There was 
no such thing known or used as an umbrella. The 
wages to maid-servants at this period were from L. 3 
to L. 4 a-year. They dressed decently in blue or red 
doaks or plaids, suitable to their stations. Few fa- 
milies had men-servants. The wages were fh>m L. 6 
to Li.lOper annum. A stranger coming to Edinburgh' 
was obliged to put up at a dirty uncomfortable inn, 
or to remove to private lodgings. There was no such 
place as a hotel ; the word, indeed, was not known, or 
was only intelligible to persons acquainted with the 
French. 

The chief characteristic feature in the manners of 
the citizens of Edinburgh at this time seems to have 
been a formality, which those who recollect the peribd 
call decorum ; an affected gravity, which has been call- 
ed dignity; and a sanctimonious preciseness and regu- 
larity, the last remains of fanaticism, which has been 
named prudence and propriety. But it is ouite natu- 
ral for those who had spent the best part of their life 
about the time mentioned, to look back with partiality 
to the scenes, the amusements, and the associates of 
their early days^ and, when contrasting them with 
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iboM of « more reeent period, to look with less com' 
placencj upon tbat freedom of manner, unshacklecl 
Dy sfiected gravity or distant reserve, which, without 
making men worse, marks an improvement in soda] 
intercourse. 

The gentleman fVom whose notes we have extracted) 
the preoeding state of the manners of the inhabitants 
of Edinburgh in 1763» has fortunately also given a 
statement of facts relating to the same subject at a pe- 
riod twenty years later. 

" In 1783, people of fashion, and of the middle rank^ 
dined at four or five o'clock : No business was done in 
the afternoon, dinner of itself having become a very 
•mous matter. Every tradesman in decent circum* 
stances presented wine after dinner; and many in plen* 
ty and variet/. At this time the drawing-rooms were 
totally deserted ; invitations to tea in the aftemooti 
were given up ; and the only opportunity gentlemen 
had of being in the company of the ladies was when 
they happened to mess together at dinner or supper t 
and even then an impatience was sometimes shown till 
tile ladies retired. Card-parties, after a long dinner, 
and also after a late supper, were iVequent. Attend- 
ance on church, too, at this period was greatly neglect- 
ed, and particularly by the men ; Sunday was by many 
made a day of relaxation ; and young people were allow- 
ed to stroll about at all hours. Families thought it 
nngenteel to take their domestics to church with^em ; 
the streets were far from being void of people in the 
time of public worship ; and in the evenings were fre- 
quently loose and riotous ; particularly owing to bands 
of apprentice-boys and young lads. Family w(n*ship 
was almost disused. The weekly collections at the 
church doors for the poor had greatly decreased in 
amount. 

** In 1783," says Mr Creech, " few masters would 
receive apprentices to lodge in their houses. If they 
attended their hours of business, masters Um^ no Air- 
tber charge. The rest of their time might be passed* 



MM, is «iea and debaMtKn''; 

..._^ >, insolent, and dishonest. Th« 

«m(ea to journeymen in ewary profeBsioB were greatlj 
qtiseil since 1T63, sn J dislarbancea frfquently happen- 
ed tbr a still further increase : Yet many of them riot 
on Sunday, are idle all MoniUy, apd can afibrd to do 
tjbi* an Rve days' labour. Visiling a/oA Wta«liiRiB£ It; 
the alergy were dieiued, (except by a very few ;) aD4 
if poople do not choose to go t«. church, thcf nay i«> 
niqin BB ignorant as Hottentots, and the lea coramaiiiihi 
nents be aa little Voown as obsolete acta of parliament. 
At thi> time, likewise, although the law punishing 
adultery witb death was uitrept>»kd, (anya^UrCreeclt,) 
jtK, (atcanf^ to tell,) it oeosed to be acted upon ; churc]) 
BeHMtre was diaused, and Brparations and divorces weif 
become frequent. Even the women who were rendeit 
. «d infsTDOua by public divoro?, h*d been, bj some peop 
pie of fa»hion, ugain received into Hipieiy. The fine) 
Mllected by the kirk-treamrer, fpr baBtflrd children, 
Hnounled toL. SOO. The numberof brotbelshad in. 
weased tveniy-fold Binc« 1T63, a»d thp w^men of thf 
town more^anahundrad-fuld. Every quarter of the 
city and auburbs were infested with multitude of fee 
m^les abandweil to vicej agd street- robbery, house- 
bre^in;;, and theft, were sstouishini^jy frequent. AJi 
i, at this period, there were no leu than six cri- 



(11B3) DO less than tbirty-seven capital Injuctmanto 
were issued. 

" In 1783 there were many put 
V&tches, or iruiias, as they are tecnni 
a TCKU^^ cock-pit was built for this 
A youQi; man at this time was fer 
«du> could drink three battles of t^in 
«d all debts of ionour, (garop debtq 
and evaded payijient of every other 
moderately, and before ladies, and I 
aJluMOur i ivlio ridicoled religioo u 
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ly and hj^poaisy, (but witiMUt argnnMnt ;) trlio 
▼ery j<^7 at the table oi his fiirad, and would losa 
no c^iportanity of seducing his wife, or of debaiKhhig 
his daughter ; hut, on the mention of such « thing 
being attempted to his own connections, would have 
cut tne throat, or blown out the brains, of his dearest 
eompanicm ofiering such an insult ; who was forward 
in aU the fiishionable follies of the time ; who disre-* 
sarded the interests of sodety, or the good of man- 
kind, if ther interfered with nis own vicious, selfish 
pursuits and pleasures. At this period, the dai^tert 
of many traaesmen consumed their mcvnings at ihe 
toilet, or in strolling from shop to shop, &c Many of 
tiiem would hare blushed to haTe been seen in a mar* 
ket. The cares of the fbnily were devolyed upon a 
housekeeper, and the young lady employed those heayy 
hours when she was msengaged ftora public or priyate 
amusements, in improying her mind from the precious 
atores of a circulating library ; and all, whether they 
had taste for it or not, were taught music Such was 
the danger at this time to which unprotected females 
were exposed, that the mistresses or boarding-sdiools 
Ibund it necessary to adyertise, diat their yonng ladies 
were not permitted to go alvoad without proper at« 
tendants. 

** In 1783 the weekly concert began at seyen o'clock ; 
but it was not in general well attended. The morality 
of stape plays, or their effbcts on society, were neyet 
thou{^t of, and the most crowded houses were always 
on Saturday night. The boxes for the Saturday night 
plays were generally taken for the season, and stran- 
gers en. that night could seldom procure a place* The 
galleries neyer failed to applaud what they formerly 
would haye hissed as improper in sentiment or deco- 
rnm. The public assemolies met at eight and nine 
o'clock, and the lady directress sometimes did not make 
her appearance till. ten. The young masters and misses, 
who would haye been mortified not to hare seen out 
the ball, thus returned home at three or four in the 
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normng, and yawned^ and gi^>ed^ and complained of 
todachs all the next day. 

" In 1783^ the accommodation of the inhabitants of 
Edinburgh was splendid^ and the bouses in die New 
Town unrivalled in elegance. The city had extended 
la much, that it coveretl twice the extent of ground it 
formerly did. The stage-coaches to Leith and other 
^rts were tripled, and no less than fifteen every week 
fiet out for London, and reached it in sixty hours. The 
Ittckney-coaches at this time were the handsomest in 
Britain. Coaches and chaises were constructed as ele« 
gantly in Edinburgh as any where in Europe ; and 
many were annually exported to St Petersbui^h and 
Ae cities on the Baltic. The profession of a haber- 
dasher, which was not known in 1763, was now near- 
ly ihe most common in town. (This profession in- 
cludes many trades, the mercer, the milliner, the linen- 
draper, the hatter, the hosier, the glover, and many 
others.) Perfumers had now splendid shops in every 
principal street; and some of them advertised the 
keeping of bears, to kill occasionally, for greasing ladies' 
and gentlemen's hair, as superior to any other animal 
fiit. Hair-dressers were more than tripled in number, 
and their busiest day was Sunday. An eminent sur- 
geon, who had occasion to walk a great deal in the 
course of his business, first used an umbreHa in Edin- 
bQT);h, in the year 1760 ; and in 1783 they were much 
-used. Maid-servants dressed now as fine as their 
mistresses did in 1763. Almost every genteel family 
bad .a man-servant ; and the wages were from L. 10 
to L. 20 a-year. In 1783, also, a stranger might have 
been accommodated not only comfortably, but elegant- 
ly, at many public hotels ; and the person who, in 
1763, was obliged to put up with accommodation little 
better than that of a waggoner or carrier, may now be 
lodged like a prince, and command every luxury of 
life." 

Such were, according to Mr Creech, the features of 
the tiroes In 1783. I^ ngid> morose, and affected 
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tban Ibope of 1763, aa Mte seeoMi to kave been Jbf 
Uiis time introduced^ which chvaeteriies an Improvcp 
IQcnt in Dkanners. Of morals^ this period, from the 
foi-egoing &cts cone^rping the decay of isHjpma jpcifv 
clp]e> the mviUiplication of women of the towjp, of iigl^ 
heries, and thp late hourp which fa^on.had intxoda^ 
ed^ presents not eii^h a pleasing pict|ire. 

'' In no respect/' s^y^ Mr Cr^ch, *' were th^ faw» 
ners of 17^ i^l 1783 vfifftp reniar««hle than in t^ 
decenpy, d^ity^ and deUc^ioy of th^ onep^iod, cong^ 
.pared with the Iposjeness, digdp^tion^ a^d licen^iif^^^ 
ness of the other. Mapy pepple ceised to hlp^ ^ 
wj^af w^ould formeir^y hi^ye hmn veckipt^ a c4m?# W 
'' The hf haviour of the last ^ge (say^ Dr ^9««g<2ryJ 
W9^ ^^y res^y.ed an^ sta^y. It w<|uld lyi^ he reo- 
Jkpne4 s^iff ^pd fomjial. Whaj^Tf^ it w»t U had p^iv 
t^nly the e£^t of making tWip more cespf^t^" 

If a similar contract were to be ni^^e Jietweep 17^ 
and 1823/ striking as Mr Cc^ephs l^esu^ ar^ i^^ 
iinportapt changes would «ppe{|r to hs»Fe tak^ ^ge 
in the noanner^ and g^i^eral chi^apter of the,M9p|B 
since the fir^t of thes^ periods. Six^ 1783| JB^iiv 
burgh has extended to m^e tha^/ twice its.sls^ at th^ 
time^ and nearly doubled its population* Wealth i^ 
luxury have increased in prpportion> and the houfflf Jn 
St Andrew's Sqiyure and neighbouring strftets, i^bi<4^ 
weriQ the residences of people of fashion ip 1783, ««e 
now occupied as shops or peaces of business by the 
merpantile part of the population. In ho^^f^ eqvii- 
pagfs jspd servants, the difference is perhaps ssa^ikii^ 
as that w)iiah took place fVom 1763 to 1783; ^i^ the 
change of manners and of tastes is i^pwh^c sp oqh- 
spicuous as in the splendour of the country vill^ 
which surroomd tbe city^ and which are occumed.dv* 
ring the summer mon^ by the dii&rent <£i^iw ff 
citizens. 
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RARKSTS, FUELi AND WAT^R. 

Tnv mscthmx of Edinburgh aflSnrd all the neefidarieb 
mA mMiy tf the luxnrKs of life in comklerafaie Ywio* 
M» in fermer thniBs these markiets oeoupkd ike litk^ 
die ef the Hi]g^ Street, wfaiehi^from that ekouittatiu^o^ 
-mii thett eUlM the Market Stiie^. They are now si- 
t«at#d ehkflf oti- the ncfrth side of fhiastteei^ £r(nk 
liftridy liiey enter bv'naiiKyfr lanes or ofe^^^ and o(^(i« 
fi¥ nwt of tlivdodfvi^ («f die htU on whic^ tl» M, 
dimfm of the city iw built* The Markete are die* 
fMed in tien^eee or platferiM en this deisQending 
gRmcM^ which odmmuBieate ^ith one toothet h^ 
flghte of stairsi; and beii^ mtooFted im one ^^aoe^ are 
▼ery convenient for the inhabitants. 

i'ruU-Market'^^ht fhiit-market, formerly in the 
Centre c^ the eky, and consisting «f stalis disf^osed 
dnwind the TrcHi Churoh^ is now removed, along with 
tife Ghfeen-market, to an inclosed ave* m the hoIlo# 
hetween Prince's Street tmd the High Street* it has 
aeoess ftom the other markets by stairs. Here sire 
gold all the varieties of Scots and English fntiD in their 
seasons^ In snmmeir^ ^e sup^y of geoeeberries and 
strawberries is partki^riy copions; and it is estimat- 
ed, thoit of iSieee ksi are soldv datiii^ the short time 
iSiHey eon^nney tipw«Ma etf 10<^,00a Scottish^ or 400,000. 
Ittglisb piniB. The^ntfer feuiftsrare stM U shops* 

Gnfefh-Mat^k^^^TMn ^iieAei ocdipiei thb Mvte 
fOaee As the fhdifi^matliety ^e spaee Ikllotted bdo^ mt^ 
ficiepdy. large for both. Culinary v^etables, from 
the kitchen-gardens around the city, axe always (6 be 
had here in plenty, and of MMielktit qttdtly* 

Fetd'MetrM.-'-^Th&ifeBl^arket w e» a descending 
terrace below the Coopers' Market , formerly the€ireen« 
market, and is so named from fte Bdng s^ely a|i|!fro« 
priated to the s&fe of veAl. 

Poultry-Market. — This nuiYket is ^itu&tedt otl the 
same platform with the yeal-market, abd has cemx^u- 
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nication, by flights of stairs^ with the markets belovr. 
The suf^Iy of common poultry is copious. But thii 
market exhibits an article perhaps peculiar to itself, 
the Gannet or Solan-goose. The young birds sire 
taken every year, in large quantities, at the Bass 
Rock, in the mouth of the Frith of Forth, for which, 
with this Tiew, a considerable rent is paid. They are 
generally first brought to market about the end cf 
July, and continue to be sold till about the middle 
of September, when the whole colony of gannets, old 
and young, leave the Bass Rock, to spend the winter 
in the ocean, wherever shoals of herring or mackerel 
may invite. The same colony returns to the Frith in 
the banning of the following month of May, and im- 
mediately resumes possession of the Bass^ its fiivourite 
breeding- place. 

In winter the supply of wild-duck is pretty lavge, 
but not certain or constant, the catching of wild-duck 
not being here a business as in England. The Jllal- 
lard or common wild-duck, the Teal, the Wigeon, and 
the Golden- eye, * are the most common kinds: the 
MoriUon** and lon^-tailed duck*" are less frequent. 
Sometimes a few pairs of the Velvet-duck * appear on 
the stalls ; these are caught in the Frith by the New- 
haven fishers, and are by them called .«fa7;tfcArj. Shags* 
or skarts are occasionally caught and brought to mar- 
ket in the same way. During this season, also, seve- 
ral species of wild geese are here to be found ; espe- 
cially the Grey Lag, ' the White-fronted, « the Bean, * 
and the Brent Goose : * the Bemade ^ also occurs^ 



(a) QuUik Goote, Anas dangula, Lin. 

0>) Anas glaodon. Cc) CWoo. Anas gladalis. 

Cd) Anas fusca, 

Ce) Pelecanus gniculut. 

(f ) Anas anset. (g) Anas allMfrons. 

(h) Aoas fabaUs, Bewick. 

(i) Horra^oose. Anasbemicla. 

(k) Claiki*^ or Ckck-ffoote, Anas erytfaropua. 



dbv IB nofii nnk AXUft wnncfHimi|mt| MciiguHBn^* 
^M IMtofrf Grebes ^ may be dxpeeted.-*-4a MVMii 
'debiMB emiflidleMble quantities 6f gasne aoc privMely 
brought to ^(Mkrke^ tix. Heaihfowl ot Mhtek Cmk^f 
Jffttirfitiri ^ Retl Grditt/ Ptarraigai^ or White Graus/ 
M<} Fatriclges* lu such seaftona^ Woodcoeka^ Cium 
HeuM or ifhmps, Snipes and Jack*slnper» are aU 
l^bught t(» maraet in plenty ; with smuler bir^ ef 
diflbrent Idhda, eS|)ecially Fieldfares and Redmam 
8Mdpi]^ers, Btaekbirds, Sec. During sunoKf ttd 
Eider-^ck' and Shieldrake* occasionally oocinv 
1%e Bittern * Is sometknes, though wry rarely^ sold 
tf the tsiHe season ; together with the Water-hen, thd 
Codty aind the Water-rail; the Golden Florer* tbe 
€k*eeft Ho^er or Lapwing, ' and the Redshank. ^— * 
T'he common Pigeon and Wood-pigeon are to befoiind 
M Iarge< <}«eantifieSb 

Ri^its are sold in the same market, and i^owfaere 
eSEln the supply be more plentifbL They are brovight 
ehiefl^ flom the extensive warrens at Grufame Links o& 
ddwns itf East Lothian. Hares are also sold in prival^ 
. The Po«atry-m«rket is likewise ftequested by tho 
i«tailc9rs of eggSk 

Midchtfr-'MaHfiei.f^The bntohcr-mar^et ooevpies the 
next descending terraces. It was formerly divided in^ 
to two parts; tnat In wfaicfa Beefwaa sohl oeoup^ing 
ibis lerAce^ and that whibh was appropriated to the 
Hie of Mutton a lower platform ; but both ^ese arti-4 
deSf fo!sei^e# with bmb and poi'k, are now sold indis- 

■ - - 

(a) Mergns serrator. 

(b) Colymbus nigricans. (Bewick*8 Brit Birds.)^ 

(c) TehBO tetnx. (d) Lagopud altera, Ray. 
(e) Tetrao lagopus. 

(f^' Zhinter-gooie or Cofk. Anas moHsrima; 

te) ISkeldnme or Stygoote* Anai fadoraa* 

(h) Bog Uutter or Bog-hummer, AiAea sttttsml 

^ Scolopa edIMA' 

Bb S 
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crimfawrtriy in eiUipr. From the lower buMicr vwr'* 
ket a tpeoe is inckeed, called the Tripe^Markei, which 
18 set apart for the disposal of the intestines, &c. of 
the animals killed for the butdier- markets. 

FUk'Market.'^ThXs is a very oommodious roar« 
ket^ lately formed under the arches of the North 
Bridge^ immediately adjacent to the Green-Market. 
It is surrounded by covered stalls, which are chiefly 
occiqned by the retailers of snlmon and trout. The 
fish-women of Newhaven and Fisherrow, with the 
wicker-baskets iu which they carry their fish, form 
rows in the centre of the market. It is highly arauB« 
ing to a stranger to pass Uirough this place at a busy 
time. It is well known that the Edinburgh fishwomen 
have an absurd custom of demanding, at firsts about 
three times the price they expectand do accept for their 
fish. This gives rise to much cheapening on the part 
of the purchasers, and much noisy wheedling on the 
other side, in which all the eloquence of Billingsgate 
may sometimes be recognised, with the diange only of 
the broad Scottish dialect for the Cockney twang. To 
convey an accurate idea of the supply to be expected 
in this market, we shall enumerate the kinds of fish 
which genersAly appear in it, and shall distinguish their 
seasons. 

Salmon is brought to market fresh from different 
rivers, from December to October. Common Trout 

iSolmo fario) and Char (Salmo alpina) are brought 
h)m Lochleven near Kinross ; and Sea Trout (Salmo 
trutta) from the mouth of the £sk at Musselburgh, 
during spring and summer. Smelts or Spirlings (Sal- 
mo epertanus) are brought to market in March and 
April, at which time they oscend the river Forth in 
millions. 

Pike and Perch are sometimes sent to market A'ora 
the lake of Xinli^hgow. Eels are very common, but 
not mu<^in;demaud. 

The supply of Cod and Haddock is ahnoat W)uM)er- 
rupted. Ihiring winter great quantities areibn^gh 
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In etrts from Dunbar and £yenioath : during Bummer 
^e market is chiefly suppLied from Newhaven and 
Fisherrow ; the flsh from these last places, being less 
chafed by carriage, is generally preferred. Ling is less 
eoromon than C^, and sells at a higher price. Whit- 
ings are very common, and in autumn are often found 
«f a large size. Under the common name of Podfy, 
the young of the Coal-fish, (Gadus carbonarius,) and 
A greenish backed fish, (Gadus virens,) are confound- 
ed. Sometimes the Coai-fish are found of a large size, 
liko a friU-grown salmon ; they are then termed Sethes, 
StySf or Greif Lordjt. 

A ^oal of Pilchards generally precedes the Her- 
rings, and Pilchards are to be found in the market in 
October and November : after which the herrings set in, 
and continue till March. In May and June vast quan- 
tities of Sprats or Garvey^herrings used to be caught 
near Cramond, and brought to market. Some years 
ago, however, the fishermen of Newhaven procur- 
ed an order of the magistrates prohibiting this fishery, 
on the supposition that sprats are not a distinct species 
of herring, (as Linnsus and Pennant have made 
them,) but merely the young of the common herring. 

Mackerel are sold during summer, but seldom in 
large quantities. 

The Sea- cat or Wolf-fish is not uncommon in the 
market, but is oft^n despised on account of its name 
by those who do not know ite excellence at the table. 

The male Lumpfish or Padle is brought to market 
in April and May. The female is not reckoned eat- 
able. 

The supply of flat fish is copious. Holibut, (here 
often called turbot,) and the true Turbot, (here called 
rowan^fleuk,) are pretty common during summer. 
Soles are rather rare, and of a small size : they are 
caught only in Aberlady Bay in July and August. 
Plaice, Dab, and Flounder, are to be found in the 
market almost every day in the year, and are sold pro- 
miaonoiiily under the name offleuks ; the small plaice. 



however^ bdng a>metiifies dhtfng^nltft)^ B^ die iitifie 
of tailies. tJnCier Htce title cf Skate are eb rtpwi i ien dfed 
(h6 proper Skate^ (R^ batis ;) tlie TlHnDback^ (Raia 
clavatd,; Which is the most cominon Aftd moeie atc c a a* 
ed species ; and the Sharp-nosed lUt, (Raia ojr^ritt^ 
(ihtis,) which is seldom canght The yotibg^ of i^ 
ithese spedes are called fnaidtn^^aie. Tbey are 
brou^t to market throughout tne suintmer. 

The Sturgeon does not appear nir the market aboye 
mce or twice in a seasdn. The Gilt^head, fbe Wra88&^ 
ind the SaUry-pike, are rarity seen in H^ as lifer me 
onW occasional and temporary visitors of the Fritn; 

The Father-lashef or ktcUv-proach, and Gtey Gur- 
hard or crooner, (a Scottish name which It has got 
firom a purring or crooning* noise Which h makes Wb^ 
faken, by forcing the idr tnrotrgh its gil)i>) are conn* 
mon^ but are not esteemed. 

Tlie Blenny orj^eenbone, a*rd tfec I^nd-I«>nc6 or 
sand-eel, inhabit me shores^ and a^ Carried U^ Ihari^ 
ih the summer. 

Lobsters are caught on ^e deep i/hored 6f Fife; and 
aold in the Edinburgh market at hig^ prices. The 
Cancer Norvegicus, which bears some resemblance to 
a lobster, is often accidentally caught at the mou^ of 
the Frith, and is sometimes carried to market. Crabs 
or pariains (XJancer pagurftsyare taken in^ vast quanti- 
ties durifg the sprmg and early part of summer, aikd 
are sold very cheap : frequently the great claWs onfy 
ste brought to market. The male erabs are the Best 
in spritig, the femafeain the end of summer. 

Oysters are to be found in the Edinburgh market 
fS-om the 1st of September till the Ut of Itfay, audfthe 
dredging of them affords et livelihood to many £imi^ 
at Nev^haven. The closer time of the oystev-^hing ib 
fixed by the magistratea of Edinburgh^ It wofdd per- 
haps be an improvement oh it, to make it begin iOAy 
With 1st June and continue t9f 1st October^ it bti^a 
fiict that the oysters do not here begin tospaiwn^ti&me 
end of May, and that tftey contStaue In t^siWtf ftarihg; 
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the greater part of September.— -The scallop throws 
Its spawn in April ; and this may possibly have beea 
mistaken for that of the oyster. 

Clams or Scallops, with spouU or Razor-fish, are of- 
ten brought to market. Great quantities of the com- 
mon Mussel (My tilus edulls) are gathered by the fish- 
Women at the recesses of spring tiiTesy and meet with a 
ready sale. Another species, (Mytilus pellucidus,) 
which is dredged from the deep parts of the Frith, is 
chiefly used for bait, but is sometimes also carried to 
market. Cockles and Limpets are much neglected. 
Whilka and Buckies (Buccinum undatum and Turbo 
littoreus) are often brought to market or hawked 
through the streets ; as are also Dulse and Tangles, (or 
the blades of Fucus palmatus» with the tender stalks 
of Fucus digitatus.)— jPini? Prawns is one of ihe even- 
ing calls of Edinburgh. These prawns are caught oh 
the shallow sandy beach at Portobello ; a few Shrimps 
are sometimes intermixed with them. 

The extent of the city requiring additional market- 
places, a new and commodious market for the southern 
districts was erected by subscriptioa in an area con* 
neoted with Nicolson's Street, and opened in 1824. 
Similar public markets are projected for the accommo- 
dation of the inhabitants of the northern part of the 
diy ; and there are buichers' shambles and shops in dif- 
ferent parts of the city and suburbs. Salt is sold in shops 
and by women who cry it through the streets in wicker 
baskets or creels, which they carry on their backs. These 
women come for the most part from the salt-pans near 
Fisherrow, but some even come, with their little 
cargo, from Prestonpans, a distance of nine miles- 
They arrive every morning, and depart the same day, 
after disposing of their commodity. 

The market for black-cattle, horses, and corns, it 
held on Wednesdays in the wide street named the 
Grassmarket. A building, the upper part of which is 
fitted .up for a granary, and the under part with open 
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fuel 

The dnl^ iffkld ^ P^tvi^ fh Bdiittmit^ ^ cdkl. 
f)ite tkituniei mhidhd iMnK to hik^e beamed, fftott^ 
ftlPC geAtn^y, at « Te^y etf )y pMod in ScoUand. Iii 
tba j^i» \9h * dMrter was eketftited ki fatom^ of die 
ilbbot aAd oonveiK tff Dtiiifei«iliM«» gnAtnig ^etti tbe 
ttiWIei^ of ^Rggty% eoal in Ibe lands of FitlteDerfeff, in 
Fiftsihkip. iEneas Sy Wi#i« wtio wroCd about tke mid* 
^« Gif tfMF ifte«Mh ceMury, vtlafes^ that h€ saW^ hi 
ftoodand ^ the po6x people whe in rags be^i^ a« the 
I^Mirclieay tettfhe ftat ahne plecea of stone, #ith whi A 
iiev went a#ay eoiMented. This speded^f sftmey (sa>ri^ 
^i) #life(h^ wit!]^ sttl^Hf, &t whatetet inflaMmiaHe 
Vttbstanee If tnay be impregnated, they btim ilr pkce of 
iroM, df iffktth thefar country is desltitate.*^ The cMl* 
works at Gilmerlen, in the neighbonrluxMl of Sdfn- 
burg^, were begun to be wrought in the year 1627. 
<elbretk4» time Ihe feel of the dtiiens of Edinbur^ 
ieeMae' id hafe betin dkiefly heath, fbMe, and Inruw* 
Woed^ Irt Ae year 1^84, an acddem by fire living 
kappewed in (he oily fVoAa some of the «toc/b# of Aese 
^tide*" ki the narrow Isfnes Md afreets, tie town^ 
^Mindl e^pdered, th«t fy^ f^^bsit all these ^uM be re«. 
HAOv^ fty a more convenient plaice, under the penally 
tf L. 80 Scots'; te that H ^eema 10 Aai^ been netfr a 
Wtttmry latdr bei^ eoids came into gene^ ntfe: The 
^fiee of eMd0 hi^ Edinbtti^ waafbmierly abaut Ibtti^ 
V^M iMflings SN!ei4lRg p^ toW; btti sf^ce (h^ e^piMil^^ 
^ the UiUfonf e^kal, ^m iMMutih^ aniele ha#1MBf i»d- 
iHieiitMlf deduced in price. 

Heater. 

Edhlbut^ U rapplied with e^eeHeni nfiffi^g^fte^ter, 
"ifkifSk H doATeyed in pipeiB ft^m tiie elevttied groumds 
df Comiston, SWiMisfow, aatf 6i«ene»aig, fc §ftt lAP^ 
ih«^>foftr/flndfilP«m^MiMllh«WMIl0rthe^ciQr. Tfte 



Snt pipe tft hatifi ws^r tp tbe a^ Wif laid iii tbc jnw 
1681. One Peter BroBcbi, * Geriaw* plamUw, r^iid. 
tag at Newcastle, ieoeire4 at this time iiim vte wfr 
ristrates tbe nun of I.. 2940 Sterling far layiiig ^ 
leaden pipe, of three inches in diameter, from Coau*> 
tpaWAieKTT ~ hf Caule Hill, the huh- 

f^ put oif tlK mx it might be ciroiM- 

rI wUh e««e t diUrictt. Tiiia «iiib1) 

uve VM Ettm. If toaaswer ttie4ei)uiBd« 

^■be inhtibiH WM noieMher iMnpplels4 

till about the j ,n le^len pipe of 4i iDchfa 

io the bore w« ^ direction of Desagnilan. 



Theae Mill, 01 _ «Min^ niun^r ofiMralp 

at CoBpistau recei]red''fo>tt m&^iwt sUfmu «f 



in the capita], verp found inniffioent ^ tbe lupplr, 
•nd in the year 17ST a caat iron pipe of five inches & 
•met^ was add^d- preceding the jear ITftTtha !»• 
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profbssors of natural philosophy and chemistry in the 
university, and to employ the most skilful engineers 
to surrey the ppround, and furnish a report, upon the 
hest plans to be adopted for procuring an additional 
iupply. 

Dt Hope readily undertook the chemical investiga- 
tion of the water of every available spring in the vici- 
nity of the city ; and the late Professor Playfair, in 
conjunction with Mr Telford, engineer, having exa- 
mined the ground, suggested the propriety of emplov- 
ing Mr James Jardine, civiJ engineer, to inspect the 
different springs, to ascertain the quantity of water 
delivered by each at different seasons of the year, and 
other matters necessary for framing a report on the 
subject. 

Mr Telford accordingly prepared an excellent report 
on the data aflbrded by the very accurate investigations % 
of Mr Jardine, which was published for the informa- 
tion of the public in 1813. Further measures were i 
afterwards taken, and it was 6naIIv arranged between 
the magistrates and a committee of the inhabitants in 
1818, that, as the best mode of bringing in an addi- 
tional supply, a water company should be formed, who 
should raise the capital necessary to carry through the 
undertaking in shares of L. 25 each ; the magistrates, 
as representing the community, holding shares to the 
amount of L. 30,000, for their right m the present 
water establishment. An act of Parliament was ao« 
cordingly procured in 1819, incorporating a company 
fbr this purpose. Their capital is provided not to ex- 
ceed L. 135,000. 

There are two reservoirs for the water at present ; 
one in Heriot's Green, of a circular form, 40 feet in , 
diameter, and containing a cistern 30 feet in diameter, 
and ten feet two inches deep. The other, the most 
ancient, is on the Castle Hill. It contains a cistern 
43 feet two inches long, 28 wide, and seven feet six 
inches deep. The water from Heriot's Green reservoir 
•erves the south district ; the did Town, or middle 
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^trict^ is supplied fVom the Castle HlU resenroir; 
and the New Town is chiefly served by. a seven inch 
pipe^ which passes by the Castle Hill reservoir, and 
■long the Earthen Mound. 

The water brought in from Crawley and Glencorse 
i^ngs> as measured by Mr Jardine, yield 120 cubic 
6et vtr minute, affording in whole, with the present 
supply, a total of 175 cubic feet per minute, or more 
than three times the former supply. The estimated 
expence of bringing in the water, forming the com- 
pensation reservoirs, &c. was L. 120,000. The new 
works were designed and executed by Mr Jardine. 

The fountain-heatl at Crawley and Glencorse springs 
IS 60 feet long, and 30 feet wide, over-walls, with an 
arched roof, containing a stone cistern 45 feet long, 15 
f^t wide, and six feet deep. 

A cast iron aqueduct pipe, varying in diameter fVom 
SO to 15 inches, proceeds from the fountain-head down 
the valley of Glencorse Burn to Mill ton Mill, where it 
enters a tunnel nearly a mile long, from which it runs 
by Straiton, Burdiehouse, and Libberton Dams, to the 
north »de of the Meadows, where it again enters a tun- 
nel, and runs along it to the Grassmorket, which hav- 
ing crossed, the aqueduct pipe enters a third tunnel^ 
along which it stretches to Prince's Street ; the whole 
distance between the fountain-head and Prince's Street 
being about eight miles and three quarters. There 
are branches of tunnels and aqueduct pipes running 
from the principal tunnels to Heriot and Castle HiU 
. reservoirs to supply them with water for the Old Town. 

With the view of delivering flood waters to the mills 
<m the river North £&k in lieu of Crawley and Glen- 
corse springs, the head of a reservoir in the valley of 
the Glencorse Burn, about a mile above the springs, is 
finished, of which the base is above 150 yards thick^ 
and about 24 yards high* 

. Private . families are supplied with pipes to their 
houses, on payment of an annual sum ; but in the old 
part of the city, the practice of carrying the water on 

c c 



ttwk hMln of BM» «k1 liwiaB, ia ■BuH Wni2% «a th§ 
bj^ bovMty «r t» Umm^ wiM han R«t pipes of tliM 
qmh i* *^ coDthiu«L 

A new company has beca ncm^f fhnae^* Am 
kfWgMg in M aimitioBal supply of water to Sdin- 
bttfi^ tnd carrying it down to Leith, bat t))e litf 
iHttvg^l into Parliament fiir diis purpose has bcbn lost. 

Tho first SACOupt of the city of EdinlNir^ h^ing 
lifted in winter is in the year 156^, at which tineie 
the oomiDon-GOuncil ordered bowtis or lanterns to be 
^UQg (Hit in the stieets snd lanes, by such person s, 
upd m such places, as the msgistrates should think fit 
fp appoipt, to continue burning for the^ace of four 
hours, fh)m five to nine in the evening. Tnese houftis, 
))u^a)Wrj bilringi in oourse of time, b^ found ineon- 
y^ma^ii <ur of Utile servioe, the coupdl, by a new act 
in IS^t «N^^^d» that a lantern and candle should be 
l)ung out at the first *towy (or floor) (^ every houso, 
^Vfk ths ^tb of Oetober to the 1st of M^roh, and to 
\^y^ item five o'doek till tea in the evening under 
^ Pf^^l^ of &▼£ merks Soots, ^nburg^ wss aftes- 
wfirds Uekted in wint^ by ajtitl lamps, with oil, 
placed sip^g the streets at intervals ; but dieirnwnaber 
4^4 the light they afiorded was nev^r accounted sufii- 
cien^ for wfi ccwveaienccof the iababitanto. 

The app^eatiim of gascaitracted fi^mi coal tolig^t- 
ing pnblif streets and maaufiictoriea having beea at- 
Iteaded with much sucoess in other places^ an aesoci»- 
tioq wfis A>n»ed in Edinburgh in 1817, under the title 
af '' The Edinbur^ Gss Lig^t Cempany," fbr Oie 
piyrp(M9e of introducing that mMe of lignting into thii 
city. The capital of this company is L. lOMOO, di* 
yioed into shares of L. 85 each. The associ^tioii was 
incorporated by act of Parliament early in 1818- ; and 
'•nthe.lS^ April of that year, the necessary prepara- 
thm havuRg been previously inade, the eoinpaBy oom- 
wenotii giid^g this fariUiiat 1^ to sudb sh^ as^ W 
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Uken bTMltbet Mm the)nMi M Ih^ prindpid Munm, 
the i^mUfe donmitfiiM ugntf Dg tridi gris on ihe M ef 
Becetnber 1^18 ; and BoWtiH Uie prjndpal 8l#tel0» 
tbe t^itj «re! ^wniti^ii^ with fpat kmp^ 

The ^r^Htfifles of ^be oompanr Are ^fusMd hi tUe 
low gToMd at tile Ntath bMe of tl^ Critosi HUl^ imd 
to tho flor^ of ilM CanoiigaCe* UpWardo Of 0dO,O0» 
|;iaioMof galareoB afei average diattlldd dadf^ wkick 
IS contained hi eigbt gaaonietera or re8ery0ir8« ThOr 
Old arid New Town dre supplied by separate Tsngea of 
pipes ^xtehdhig in idl to upwards of twcSre miles hv 
ttngth. The |>riiicipid pipe is 1% inches m diameter. 
Tlie i^rka wefe eonstrneted nnder tbe supermten^ 
dence of John GfoftdA^ Esq* the ^nginder of the eom^ 
pafay. 

Jk^ OU^€fa9 Lighi Crnnpomg wis also IbrmM^ walk 
iaeok^porated bj aet Of P^fiametft iii 1894. The pufoi* 
itttses of this company ^re situate near Canemn^, ov 
the north side of tbe Watei* of Leith. 

A PotiMe Oas C&nvpm^ has also been eMabfishedv 
intended to furnish eommfessed gaa in pf opdr tesiris^ 
to those who wish to make occasional use of thia bril« 
liant light. 

Pacing. 

The pavement of the streets of Edinburgh is re- 
markably durable, and regularly laid. Of tbe time of 
Uie first paring of the streets of the dty we have no 
account In 1538, however, the magistrates agreed 
with John Mayser and Bartilme Foliot, French pa- 
viours, to make a causeway in the principal streets, at 
the rate of SOs. Scots per rood, the towh fhmisbing 
carriage and suhI. In the middle of the High Street^ 
opposite the Tron Church, thare was formerly a mo- 
nument, in the shape of a stone coffin^ under which, it 
is said, one Marlin, a French paviour, was interred, 
and who is likewise reported to have hem the first who 
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ptTed the ttreett of Edinburgh. Whether the Ibrmer 
persons, or this Marlin, be entitled to the honour of 
beiDg the first who paved the streets, we pretend not 
to determine. The causeways of Edinburgh are form- 
ed of the hard basalt or greenstone, quarried in many 
places in the neighbourhood of the city, which is acl-* 
mirably adapted for this purpose. While ample stores 
of this material are to be found every where around^ 
it is not a little singular, that the demolition of the su- 
perb range of rocks, known by the name of Salisbury 
Crags, is still persisted in by certain road trustees. 
Nothing short of absolute necessity ought to be allow«- 
ed as an excuse for destroying one of the most charac- 
teristic and noblest features of Edinburgh ; and yet, 
from the daily blasting of the rocks, not only are the 
public deprived of the use of one of the grandest walks 
about the city, but it seems that the proprietor is com- 
pelled ta witness the destrnction of the pasturage with^ 
out compensation, and without, it would appear, hav- 
ing the means of stopping the devastation* 

The foot-pavement next to the houses and shops is 
fbrmed of excellent sandstone flag, chiefly brought 
firora Hailes Quarry, about fbor miles west fVom £din« 
burgh* 
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LwTH » the set^-pott town of EdinlDurgk At what 
time U was first buiU is uncertoin ; but in tbc diarteiE 
<tf ewction of the Abbey of Holyroodhouse, founded 
tv Uavid i. in 1128, it i» mentioned by the name ot 
Jnverleith. Robert L, in the year 1320, granted to the 
magistrates of Edinburgh the harbour of Leith Mid 
{taTOiUs ; and in 1398 they acquired aU the otR^ 
riohts and privileges of it by purdiase from Log^ ot 
ttSiakio. In the year 1483, the magistrates, to pre* 
vent thr inhabitants of Ldth from rivalling them m 
trade, passed an act, ordaining, that no merest of 
fUlinburgh should tresume to take an i«5«:t>*J*'*' f 
L6ith into partnerstip, under the penalty o^*^*! /^ 
Ungs Scots; and to be deprived of the freedom of the 
citf^^r onl year ; and that none of the revenues of the 
city of Edinburgh should be farmed to any mhaUUnt 

The town of Leith stared in the j^eneral <»lajnity 

vhieh deaolated the country when the Eafl of Hart* 

ford iftvaded Scotland in 1541. On that occasion, 

dong ^i^ Edinburgh, it was burnt and piUaged bv 

SeWi* soldiers. On the arrival of the French 

Sw^lhe assistance of Mary of Guise, then re^nt 

^iotland, ia 1M9^ Lcith was taken possession of bv 

2^3* fortified^ on behalf of the q«e«°- J^f^. 

^at this time erected by the queen into » burgh of 

Wny ; and the inhabitants Pf phased the «i«eiiorij. 

^their town from Logan of Restahng ^f L. 3000 

l^ta. They Ift^wise recavcd promises of an extenj 

Son of their privaeges by^ its erection into a royd 

b«rgh; bttt the^ieett havmg died before thw could 

cc2 
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W Moompliihtd, Fnacis and Mirj add tbe (Mpcrioiw 
ity of it to the citiieni of Edinburgh for the anm of 
10.000 merks Scots. This was only a partial acquis 
aition to Edinbur^, fbt the town-fDuncU, many years 
^ter, purchased the reversion of it from Lord Tbirl- 
atane tor 14^000 merks Scots. ^ The dread of the re- 
forming puty at the introduction of French troops in- 
to Leitn, induced them to require the assistance ,of 
Queen Elisabeth for their expulsion, and the English 
army having acconlingly joined that of the reformers^ 
Lei til was besieged in April 1560 ; but a peace being 
concluded, the French troops returned home. Soon 
after this, the council of the kingdom, to prevent 
any danger to the liberties of the country from the 
introduction of foreign troops into the kingdom, or- 
dered the magistrates of Edinburgh to demolish the 
fortifications whidi had been erected by the French 
troops. 

Leith was, however, fortified by Oliver Cromwell ; 
and a citadel with five bastions was built by that usurp- 
er. This citadel was, in a great measure, demolished 
at the Restoration, and the site of it given to the Duke 
of Lauderdale, fVom whom the magistrates of Edin- 
btirgh purchased it for the enormous sum of L. 6000. 
Soon after the appearance of Paul Jones in the Frith 
of Forth, (Sept. 1779,) which excited a considerable 
degree of alarm on the coast, a battery of nine guns 
was erected, a little to the westward of the citadel, for 
the defence of the harbour and shipping. It is now 
the head- quarters of the royal artillery in North Bri- 
tain, two companies being stationed here under the 
command of a field-officer. The barracks are ea|)able 
of containing 350 men, and there are stables for 150 
horses. The harbour c^ Leith is besides defended by 
a martello tower, rising from the sea at the distance of 
about three quarters of a mile from the pier This 
tower was built during the late war by Government, at 
an expence, it is said, of nearly L. ir,000« 

The history of L«th affinds §m¥ QieU bestdeathsw 
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iMirtMiiedy worll^ of' pariitulai' remflfk* Conneded 
M it ift with Edinbargfa, the history of the one neces- 
nrtly indndes tb«t of the other. Its tide-harbour^ 
whidi is principally formed by the satuary of the Wa- 
ter of Leith^ has at different times been improved^ and 
piers erected ; but the want of a sufficient depth of 
water prevents the admission of ships of great burden. 
About the beginning of the last century, the magi* 
strates improved the harbour at a great expence^ by. 
extending a stone pier into the sea; and* In the year 
177 7. they ferther enlargetl it, by the erection of a ston^ 
9uay towards its west side, having wet and dry dodcs. 

Leith Docks, 

The trade of Iicith had long sufl^red frreat inooU'* 
yenienoe from the want of a basin, in which the ship* 
ping of the port might lie afloat at all times of the tide^ 
Various plans had been proposed at difi^ent periods 
to remedy this defect, which at length induced thema^ 
gistnates and council of Edinburgh to obtain an- act of 
Parliament in 1788, empowering them to borrow 
L. 30,000 |br the purpose of constructing a basin or 
wet dock of seven English acres above the dam of the 
Saw-mills at JLeith, a lock at Sheriff-brae, and a canal 
of communication between the lock and badn. This 
plan, however, of Mr Robert Wbitworth, engineer^ 
was ultimately abandonetl, and the magistrates applied 
again to Parliament, and obtained an act in 1799, au* 
thorizing them to borrow L. 160,000 to execute a part 
of tbe magnificent design by John Rennie, Esq. civil 
engineer, of an extensive range of docks stretching 
from the north {uer of Leith to Newhaven^ with an 
entrance at each of these places. 

The eastern wet dock next the tide-harbour of Leith 
was begun in 1800, and finished in 1806, and the mid-* 
die wet dock was begun in 1810, and completed m 
1817. Each of these docks is 250 yards long, and lOOr 
yards wide, both amounting to more thun ten EngMt 
acres of water, and sufficient to contain 1^ shipa of 
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m&lmtty 4amm iImI ftHyoeM the port^ 0» tlMr 
Mfflh Mm of dm tiv# #et dockt i1mi« arc Iktm cb^ 
or grain&c dooloi, eMb 186 ilet loM aad 4ft wi4e •» 
WCtoni; fftOftelkmg bj 70 fbtt wiio «t top^ cud ifce 
#idtb of tlK eatnoiee 36 ftet. Att tiie wwIm flboM 
Leith dodti l»Te been coMtcncted of exceUmt nm-* 
tiridbi in a Twy mbsuntiid nuuraer, «i|cker d» Imdie-' 
dBile euyiutendcBce of Mr Msa Firtonon, f eticfamt 



!■ t&e Appendui to Ike '< Report frm the Sdeet 
eonnnittee^ to whom tfte soferal petHiom from ill< 
Botfd Borgfas of tkotknd wefo referred/' ptesei^ed to 
the House of Commons on 12th July 1819, it is stated 
that the two wet clocks cost about L. 175^086 ; the 
ihHv gmring doeks L.l8j]09; the drai^bridgea 
L. llytMl ; utA the areas for tbe sites of the doeks 
MMi wttrebooses L«t0^i8; meftin^ to^etbtfr about 
I^fitft.lM Starling, cx^wifie of L^SOOO ibr htMimg 
tiw bridge eirer the Water oi Leilby Iw the Ikie of the 
ttew tt#eet knftng item the ftot of Lekh Walk t« Uie 
ipnt e*d of lAn middle wet doek^ 

The westmi ov kwge wet dodc, whliii lOioM ^^^ be« 
Ml, is f»be ^00 janls k»g and 100 yatds wide, ex^ 
i wi dk i g; t9 the sfteums dteff tlde^barboiir at Newiferveir« 
It is veff dteiMble te hifve the while desijgiv of Mr 
ilenoie oompletcdi as soOft as ixAS&lcf, as theddpth of 
imtf^eii the bar of Leidv bafbeur, hi ordimary sprtng 
ttttes^ is tol>f l^ftet^ and only 9 feet at ordinary rmff 
tntis* 

'Poffards the end of the year 1824, the magistrates 
of BSikibiir^ transferred the r^(fal» of the oommnnity 
ift those donn to a joint slock con pany } and, §» atfme 
time, the shares in thia company sold at a premftnn of 
Jj» t7 tttt i^a]«. JBiat the merehants of Leilhy and 
eOicfsimeiretted in keeping the dock'^ues at a rate as 
■K>dei«ie as possible, having opposed thetranslbr^ the 
bfH Inn^ into Ftt^Uameut ibr dria purpose waaldst, 
and! Ihf^ mnain the property of the community, sobjecf 
«9 thn deHi eontvwoteil i^ their foiwatton. An nm 
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MDgtaaent has Bince be^n c<»Qpleted* by which g^ 
TerniBcnl;, in consideration of ground being given for a 
naval yard« &Cm is to advance money at three per cent, 
to pay off the whole debts connected with the Docks ; 
the interest of this money> and a per centage on the 
capital* to be annually p^d from the dock-duties until 
the whole is liquidated. 

Regarding the revenue of the docks, it likewise ap« 
pears from the same appendix, that the gross amount 
of the dock-duties, crane- dues, pontage, and feu-duties 
of warehouses in the year 1818, was nearly L. 9874 
Sterling. In 1824 they amounted to L. 10,295, 4s. 2d, 
' A li^t- house, with reflecting lamps, is erected at Uie 
mouth of the harbour, and another, with a revolving 
light, on the small island of Inchkeith, in the middle 
4)f the Frith of Forth, about four miles from Le^th, 

Jjeiih is two miles distant from Edinburgh, but the 
q>lendid road to it is now on both sides so much co^ 
yered with buildings, that it seems rather an exten- 
sive street than a road. The Water of Ldth divides 
the town into two parts, which, from their situations, 
are named South and North Leith, but both parts of 
the town are connected by draw-bridges. One of 
thesey opposite the foot of "the Tolbooth Wynd, was 
erected by authority of an act of Parliament passed in 
1788. Prior to this period the communication be- 
tween South and North Leith was by an old stone- 
bridge of three arches, a little fkrther up the river, 
built by Robert Balantyne, abbot of Holyroodhouse, 
about the year 1493. The abutments of this bridge^ 
at the north end of which stood the old Church of 
North Leith, are still to be seen. The second draw- 
bridge is opposite the foot of Bernard's Street, and 
was erected jn 1800, for a communication with the 
new docks. A third bridge Is now finished, which 
eonnects the new streets at Hillhousefield and the 
Docks with Leith walk. 

The streets in Leith are narrow, irregularly laid 
down, and most of the old buildings paltry. The new 



SiO T&ivrttt sioefty iic 

At Ch6 irt«|ald(Fit7 (^ the itteett would tender Ktj 
KtMfi^ «t k degeripctoii <»f tlMir fek^tt ritttafionfttBi^ 
lntilligililK to a itruig^i tbeii' dtipodtioD will be bait 
Mdtit^^o^ by tefetetkne u tb^^dop. 

In Sotdh Leith tbe principal rtreKi Are named tiM 
Kjricl^ and €of»tftoti€tt 9titM>t, bMh of wbkfa enfier 
Mii» 4be» gtttit ro^ ft^m Kdinbui^ called L^tli 
WflHI^ OnlbeimtflideoflhBKtikfittBtendf^tf 

Trinity JSTousCf 

trftfe 'Mirtiy HMie was b«ilt hi 1617/iff llie Gte* 
Mm fXft€ %f urehlteettB^y at an expMlc« of L. 1^500. 
Hie old ifHfilty House^ wbic^ oeeopied tbe iafiie ftite^ 
was en ancient buildllig, wi& flii!^ Inscriptiiofci en a 
atone whicb is still preserved in tbe gable of ilie new 
iMWIset-^^ IH the name of the Lofd^e fria^eris tkd \ 
mturHt^eris I^Us this hoifa to the pm*, 166SJ' Ke&rly / 
oppente to Ukis building stoM King James's Hotspitu^ | 
Ibmided by tbe Kirk-Session of So&th Leith in 161%, 
£» tbe r«ceptten of 6g^d women. Tbift taSding^ wa9 
kng dec^pieif as tbe gramroar-acbool of Lekb ; bat tbe 
iKcTtutM of ith&lsn rendering a more oommodioua^ 
bttlldnig necessary for tbis purpebe, & niew sebool^keuae' 
#as erected by subscnpdon m 1805. Hie bbi{&(al 
itself was removed in 1824. 

Grammar School^ 

Tbie bailMg stafids en tbe Mvti-lMSKt ^rf of fhtf 
Unks or dowim of Ldtli. It is iiMdeiimeiel wicbr n 
^a& 8|^r^ and eloick> vkA die Motos M fbe dii^ti^ 
dassea ^^ elegant and eoioitibdloiiari 

Gkurch tf Sovih jLet0L 

On tbe eiMt tide of tbe Kirkgaite t^SoAs the C^ureli 
of Sduth I.eitb, m aticient Ootbic bfldldifigy witlv m 
apire and clock ; and a little to< tto ^ortA-eiilsr «f (M 
^btirdb is tbe Chapei of Base, a coAnifiodl^wbuikB^ 
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capable of accommoda^iDg upwards qf 1500 people at 
Divine worship. 

ToWooth, 

The Tolbo<4k qt Town-houae of L^hi m sitMled 
ft), the lower enfl of the lane oalled from \% tb^ Tol> 
^th Wyn<i* The pld building, erected iu 15fi4> ltt«* 
b:^ become inadequate to its pujrpofe«» it wts sewoved 
iUi 1 8^« and a new Town-hou#e of Sanon urGbitet^urt, 
built upon its sit& 

Tbis nei^t small ediioe stands in St Smiard's Street 
Mid wa« founded in 1805^ and finished in the ymt^V 
lowing. It conpsts of two floors ; a handsome dome 
iriges from the nwth front ; and ft projectile, onift- 
Diented with four lopic columns, im bAYing thrae 
pilasters of the san^e on ei(ch side, df cojratet the b!llild^ 
ing. — ^Besides the Leith 3^nking Company, a branch 
of the British Linen Company, and the Commercial 
S^nlang Company is establi^ed in Ldth. 

Exc^n^e Buildings. 

At tbe eftst end qf Bernard's Stre^t^ in ConstitutiMi 
Sl^eet, stand the E^ebgnge Huildings, tbe Isirgest pub- 
lic buildings in Leitb« Tney contain an a^sembly-soom 
Qf large dimensions, a.oGtffee-room, a salesroom, a siU>- 
scriptipn lihrpry, and reading-room Tbes* buildings 
ar^ in tbe Grecian style of ardutecture, three stories in 
beigbt^ and are ornamented in front with five Ionic 
cdumns. They cost L. 16,000. 

Tke CustomrJlt>use. 

This building stands on tbe north side of tbe hM> 
bour, near tbe entrance to the wet docks, and was 
cBT^ted in IBlS* Tbe original atpence of its ereotian 
was about L. 1^^617. But it is now receiving addif 
tions to enable it to accommodate tbe Board of Custooift 
from Edinburgh. 
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Church of North Leith, 

This church stands to the westward of the town of 
Leith, and the foundation of it was laid in Marc^ 
1814. It is a handsome building in the Grecian style 
of architecture, and was designed by Mr William 
■Bum, architect. The front is 78i feet in breadth, 
and, from the cdumns to the back wall, its length fa 
ll^. It is surmounted with a handsome R|nre and 
dock, the first compartment of which is of the Dorie, 
the second of the Ionic, and the third of the Corin- 
thian order ; the remainder of the spire is fluted, and 
its height, from the ground to the top of the cross, is 
158 feet. The proportions of the portico, which is very 
handsome, are said to be taken from the little Ionic 
'temple on the Ilyssus, near to Athens. The expence 
of the building was about L. 12^000, and it acoommo* 
dates, with ease, upwards of 2000 persons. 

Seqfield Baths. • 

The baths at Seafleld were erected in 1813, at the 
eastern extremity of Leith Links. The expence of their 
erection was about L.8000, which was raised in shares 
of 50 guineas, the proprietor or one member of their 
fbnilies having a right to the use of the baths. The 
building' is very elegant, with fronts to the west and 
north, and a handwme porch. The lower floor is 
fitted up with baths, and contain in all 17, hot, tepid, 
cold, pump and shower baths, besides a large plunge 
bath. The rest of the building is occupied as a hotel. 

In Constitution Street a neat Episoppal Chapel was 
Erected in 1806 ; and in 1820, a handsome chapel, in 
connection with the United Associate Synod, was 
erected in Bridge Street. 

Another chapel, in a street newly opened from Leith 
Walk to the Naw Bridge, has been this year (1895) 
erected for a ooogreguticm in connection with the 
BaUef Synod. It is a neat pUiin building, 80 feet by 
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96 OTer- walls, calculated to accommodate 1450 people, 
and cost in erection about L. 4000. 

A little to the westward of Leith lies the populous 
fishing village of Newhayen, whence the markets of 
Edinburgh are principally supplied with fish. A new 
pier has been recently built at the west end of the 
village for passage-boats. Handsome steam-boats sail 
f\rom this pier every three hours to the opposite coast, 
and others sail daily from New haven to Stirling, and 
the intermediate places on the Frith. 

Triniiy Chain Pier. 

This elegant pier was projected and executed by 
Captain Samuel Brown, who had previously executed 
a bridge on the same principle over the Tweed. The 
ffupports of the chains are erected on wooden piles. It 
was opened in September 1891, previous to which it 
was proved by a weight of 21 tons being placed be- 
tween the different pdnts of suspension. 

Leith is governed by a baron-bailie, with the title 
of Admiral, appointed by the magistrates of Edinburgh^ 
who, under nim, nominates three persons residing in 
Leith, as his deputies, with the title of Resident Bai« 
lies. The resident bailies hold baron-courts for the de- 
cision of petty offences. There are four incorporations in 
J.eithy viz. the Mariners, Maltmen, Trades, and Traf- 
fickers ; the first including the masters of ships and 
sailors; the second maltsters and brewers; the third 
coopers, bakers, smiths, tailors, wrights, weavers, &c ; 
and the fourth merchants, &c. The police establish- 
ment is independent of that of Edinburgh. 

There is also a Merchant Company in Leith, and a 
number of Shipping Companies. The regular smacks 
which sail between this port and London are roost 
elegantly fitted up ; and the steam-vessels, which sail 
regularly during the summer season, have afi^rded 
fiicilities of intercourse between the two capitals, un- 
known till their establishment. There is also a ferry to 

nd 



tbe oppoiitQ eotfl of Fife, with eomnodicmB ptw a gp i 
boats^ under the direelian of oeiamisBMMieri appmnt^d 
hy«elof FvliMnesU 

Th9 A%$trdiam Company was inslitvted in Novemliar 
19as, upoi^A Mfpiial ti One MillioB, nosed l^ shares 
•IL. 100 taoh. The object of this eompany is to fii- 
dlitato th^ intarc ow T M helvixt the pereat oountrv and 
the CoUtties of Vaa Dienaa'a Land and Neir Sooth 
Wales. Thejr have akeady peocwed several ships of 
considerable tonnaeo, so wU psssengsrs Cnr these Co- 
lonies^ or the Cape of Good Hope^ to wbidi the ships 
sail regularly, may always procure a safe and oom- 
totahle eonyeyaBc^ aft a Qooaate expence. 

The ehariteble isstibtatieMof Leil^ censistof a Des- 
litMte Siek Sociely> te tib* pnrpese of ndieviiig per« 
sons wh0, by tsnpenry distress, are riendersd i&fispa* 
hie of suapesting theMselves^ uni who hav« a» cliaia 
ORiSAy oUiershtfilsUe hutkatioB ; a Female Secit^, 
for relieving siak aad iBdiocnt wqbbmv inattliiited ia 
1798 ; a Female Charity School of Industry, institut- 
ed in^hSOii; andaBoira' ClMitl^ Scheel; heaiiea se- 
ncial Bible an4 MisniHMr]i SoeaelKB. A Utenvy S»* 
oietyv which Meets eaeea week during the wtAlsr, was 
inslituled. in 1814; and then arfr two piiblia hbrvrSes. 

The markets of Leidi, aosianiodioss plsoe for whidi 
was built apd opened in, 1619,. haiie the same sfticlesas 
tiiose of £dinbuigb> and in.eqnid Tarlety. Their wa#> 
tcr is principaUy bMaght in pinca firom thesmall hdoe 
of Lodiend. But it lus been nnnerly sagpested^ and 
it is still ptastieaMti tatms to tfis nse of ue inbsibtty 
ants of lieilh a fine spring which risssat the bottom 
of Salisbury Css|i^ and midi, aa ascevtained by Mr 
James Jardine, ouil engineer^ deUvem ahuak IIS pints 
per minuln^ 

The town of Leidi is Ikhted by gas, a company ha¥>- 
ing been ffecenllyfentted& that purpose inl888L The 
gas is mannlactnaed fiioaa oil; but apvopositien hsa 
been ma4e forrsufastitwting coal, sscth* matenal Asm 
whifih the-gas is toxbe cxtsapifid 
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TBADE OF EDINBURGH AND L£ITH. 

In Edinburgh there are few general merchants^ most 
•f thtm irciidkig at (he p^tt «f Lchli. *naafit fate, 
hvwtrer, a vai^ number of ikoftkeepers, and the snp- 
l^oit of the cily^ in Ais respect, depends on the con« 
sumption of the necessaries and superfluities of life. 
The enwktty gentikftneti. ind thosis who hat« itMde 
^M<ttn86 abroad, genvrattf rti^ ft gftM mm «f tlMi 
year in the town, and most of th« HtkU «r %ht c^otltw 
try gentlemen are drawn and circulated among the 
bioikers of £dinbitrgh. A M^Tchaut Company was 
instituted kk EdlnhaSm by royal charter in 1681 ; and 
in 1736 ft Chamber of Commerce was esitablished by 
charter for pirotecti^g and encouraging the commercial 
and manumturing interests of the country. This in- 
stitution has led the pubfic attention to many usefol 
objects, and has obtained many salutary regulations 
arc Iftws i«^e«(it)g the gefi«nd commeroe Of foe C6iln« 
fry. 

The British Parliament, in the year 1727, passed an 
aety enabling his Majesty to appoint tr^steto for en- 
coum^ng the flsheries and manufactures of Sootla3ad, 
and fSt this purpose large sums, destiiM by the tfti- 
cle» of Union, were lodged in their himds. The an- 
nual premium^ gHren by the trustees, whidi amotint 
to about L. 4000, have had a great influence in dlffus- 
lag industry, and in wBcitifig emulatioii amotig the 
9eottish mmufirottuFers^ 

Befbrt the Union, Edinbiogh had but a. very lii*it« 
od trade. The unfbrtunate termtnatiott of the Darienl 
esnieditiMi bad » censidclrable share in damping (he 
aroour of ooMinereidl enterprise^ Since that titie, 
howisver, l^e trade c£ Edinburgh has been «DteiWU% 
1^ slow and iaperoeptible degrees; and the enlarge^ 
ment e«f Ihe hirMmr of Leitb, by tiie erection of ncfw* 
Md splendid docks, premises a s&tt fotlvfer iddteas^ 

The following statement of the shipping bddnging 
to and engaged m the trade of Leith at three difl^eut 
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periods^ will gyre an idea of its progressive increase 
curing the first part of the last century. 

Number of yeasels in 169S, • 29, tonnage 1709 

in 1740, - 47, 86S8 

in 1752, - 68, 6935 

In the year 1784, the trade of Leith was estimated 
ftt half a million Sterling.— -Ships cleared at the Cus- 
tom-house in that year : 

From foreign ports. 
With coals. 
Coasters, 
In ballast. 

Total, - 1774 . 

' From the 13th November 1786 to the 13th Novem- 
ber 1787, there arrived in Leith the following vessels : 




Foreign. 


English. 


Scottish. 


ToiaL 


Ships, - — 


17 


10 


27 


Brigs, - 11 


22 


92 


125 


Sloops, - 19 


282 


1,407 


1,708 


Tons, 3,244 


26,170 


72,809 


105,223 



During the same period^ there came into Leith bar* 
bour from ports witnin the Frith of Forth 383 vessels 
with coals, measuring 14,956 tons, and the same num- 
ber t^ vessels with other goods, measuring 16^1 39 -tons. 

In the year 1791, the registered tonnage amounted 
to 130,000 tons ; and in 1804, the numl£?r of vessels 
of different descriptions which arrived in Leith har- 
bour was 2652, which makes the increase of shipping 
nearly double since 1 787. Since this last period the 
trade of Letth has been nearly trebled, as is shown by 
tbe following statement. 
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Foreign trade for the ye^r 


ending 5th 


January 1925. 


Pcveimiiy 


IM 


/fiiMrdli 

Tom. 
96,479 
16>i80 


disa 

980 


T0lri^ 


S68 




fi8A«9 


8113 


British, 
Foreign, 


Ships, 

ns 

97 


Outward* 

Tons. 

32,008 

11,430 


Mefu 

1903 

685 



Total, 978 43,438 52588 

Coasting trade for the year ending 5llh January 18t5<. 

Skips. Tons. Msn. 

Inwardav 9794 240^628 141,249 

Ott«W»ds, 92tl 100,908 10,95<> 

T4tai, 6095 4tl,2fl 25,199 

Hie trade of Leitii it mtftty exIeMivci. A numlMt 
of ves^elf aire employed m tfcd whale ftabtfry ; axMt 9tt 
exteiifiite trade is eairii^d e«^ withr RusbIs, Deftmatky 
and Swedeir, and iidtb Hawihiirgli, OsCend, «m4 H«4« 
land. Tie merdiamfg of Lefth atov trade exiewhrely 
to tHe Bfediterrbnesn, the Wtat Indieo, Amevica, mad 
Van Dieman's L«n4. 

MawttfacCuret of difi^eHt IcCnda ttn carried or is 
EcfinlNtt^ and Leilh tei a ooinidefal^ extent. TheH 
are setefad cast iron founderies in the ntigbVNiftiood 
of the dty, mid many ht^ len^ea fbr the mannftttton 
of AiAt-gkiM^ and bottlea; Hie dtisti&itiMi of inalli* 
ipirits occupies several ko^ cipiiak; and the nurnvb^ 
fkctnre of eandles anA siMp is carried on iarteiMitely. 
In the enttons of Edinhitf^ are nmtffopnt'mmh 
iMiere h0^ q«aiilMe9 df iiriliftftg Md pilDCittg'^^ 
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are made. A good deal of printing is done in 
burgh^ and there is an extensive foundery for printing 
types. The manufacture of shawls and linens is ear- 
ned on to a considerable extent. Ship-building in 
I^ith occupies a number of hands ; and there are tna- 
Dufactories of sail-cloth and cordage. There are be- 
sides sugar refining-houses, and several saw-mills 
erected on the Water of Leith by the celebrated en- 
gineer Mr BnineU. 



POPULATION. 

From a paper in the possession of the Session-Clerk 
of EdinbuTgh, entitletl, ** A list of the haill possessors 

iof houses) in the different parishes^" the number of 
amilies in the year 1678 appears to have been 3S33. 
The old part of the city at that time consisted only of 
six parishes. Supposing that there were at that time 
six mdividuals in every family, (and this has not been 
thought by some an average too great for Edinburgh,) 
the total number of persons would amount to 19,998. 
If the suburb of Canongate is reckoned to have con« 
teined 2500 inhabitants, the pari^ of St Cuthbert's 
7000, and those of South and North Leith 6000 per- 
sons, the total number of individuals in Edinburgh and 
its nelgbourhood was, in the year 1678, 35,500. 

In a paper communicated by the late Dr Blair,, and 
copied into the *' Statistical Account of Scotland," 
containing an enumeration of families and examinable 
persons in the city of Edinburgh, apparently taken in 
the year 1782, the numbers, including the usual pro- 
portion of one fourth of the examinable persons for 
children, amounted to 25»420 ; and if 15,000 is allow- 
ed for the suburbs and the environs, the total number 
of inhabitants would be 40,420. 

Maitland, m his " History of Edinburgh," found- 
ing his computation on the register of burials, makes 
the namber of inhabitants in the city to amount to at 



least 48^000 in 1753. But that calculation is not mudi 
to be regarded^ as, in 1755, an enumeration was made, 
at the desire of the late Dr Webster, when the num* 
bers, including the parish of St Cuthbert's and Leith, 
appeared to be 57»195. 

Mr Arnot's computation in 1775 is still more con* 
siderable. According to his account, the number of fa* 
milies in Edinburgh. Leith, and the environs, amount- 
ed to 13,806, which, calculating at the rate of six 
persons to each family, made the number of inhabit* 
ants to be 82,836, which; added to 1400 for the cas- 
tle, hospitals, &c. amounts in all to 84,t(!36. But six 
to a family has been reckoned by some too large an a- 
Terage even tor Edinburgh, large in general as the fa- 
milies there are ; and it has been reckoned nearer the 
truth to take five as the average number of a family. 
This, adding 1400 for the castle, &c. would bring the 
number of inhabitants in the city and suburbs, includ* 
ing Leith, in 1775, to 70,430. 

The enumeration made in 1791 for the Statistical 
report of the city, states the total number of inhabit- 
ants in the city, suburbs, and town of Leith, at* 
84,886, of which 38,109 were males, and 45,444 fe- 
males. But the accuracy of this enumeration is to be 
doubted ; for, in the enumeration made, under authori- 
ty of Parliament, in the year 1801, of the population of 
Scotland, Edinburgh, its suburbs, and Leith is stated 
to contain 82,560 inhabitants. 

The population in 1811 was, by the Parliamentary 
returns, 102,987 ; and according to the Census of 1821, 
as follows : 

Number of families, 29, 1 93. 

Males, - - 62,099 

Females, - - 76,136 

Total, 138,235 
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I.— Animal EihoSOm. 
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cellm and oamiDon sewers, the Norway Rat is too 
common ; the Black Rat, still inhabits the garrets of 
the high houses in the old city. In the Frith of 
Forth the Seal (Phoca vitulina) is continually show- 
ing its black head, and the Porpesse (Delphinus pho^ 
csena) is ever rolling about. Both are sometimes en- 
tangled in the nets of the Newhaven fishermen, and 
considerable quantities of oil are extracted from their 
blubber and liver. The Whalebone- Whale (Balsna 
mysticetus), and the Grampus (Delphinus orca), are 
t^ccosionally seen. Upwards of forty years ago a Cachalot 
Whale, of great size (Physeter microps), was strand- 
"ed on Lord Rosebery's grounds near Cramond, and 
Attracted thousands of spectators from Edinburgh. 
The enormous size of the head, and the excessive 
«mallness of its eyes, were circumstances talked of by 
old people ; and its tongue was compared to a well-fill- 
ed feather bed. 

A very considerable variety of stationary Birds is 
to be found around Edinburgh. Among these the 
most beautiful is the Kingfisher, whidi inhabits the 
Ti¥er Leith, and the Blue-backed Shrike, which haunts 
about Arthur's Seat hills. The Eestril yearly breeds 
in the high precipitous rocks of the Castle fronting 
Prince's Street. Some uncommon birds visit us in 
summer^ aff the Goat-sucker^ Caprimulgus Europseus); 
the Corn-Crake or Landrail, &c. The call of the 
Cuckoo or Qouk is first heard about the lake of Dud., 
dingstone, whose neighbourhood it fVequents, about 
May-day, and it continues till the middle of June. 
About this last period, great ntunbers of Swifts (Hi- 
rundo apus) seem to delight to spend the evening^ in 
darting backward and forward among the lofty build* 
ings of the Old Town of Edinburgh, uttering perpe- 
tual' shrieks. Other migratory birds spend a part of 
the winter with us; as the Snow'flake (Emberhiza 
nivalis), the Feltifer or Fieldfare (Turdus nilaris)^ 
with its constant companion the Red-wing (Turdus 
jJiacus), and somstimes the Bohemia Chatterer* The 
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Golden Otki^ (Oriolv g^dbiila) kui be«i ilMt nilb« 
immediate neig^boarhood of the ci^. A flock of tha 
beautiM little Norwegian bird, Fringitta flammea^ 
alighted on the ligbt^faouse of InddceHh otte OTenii^ im 
winter 1804-6, baTing been attracted by the licht : m* 
▼end, which were stunned by itriking againai ue paaea 
of ghun, were picked up by the ligStf^^touie keepcMk 
WMdcoeks, in Hke manner, fteauently peteh upon 
Ihia light-home upon their arrival from the fereaCa of 
Korwayt in the dark ereningB d October. The islanda 
bk the Frith are, during summer, f^cqurated by the 
Kiity*wak€ (Lsrns tridaetyhis) ; and the Pietanrtiy 
(Sterna fahmndo); which breed on the Base Bodk 
akng with the Gannet or Sohn^Ooete (Pdecanus Bas» 
flttMu). The Cormorant (P. earbo^; Ate Seari at 
8k% (P. graenlua); Scovi (Colymbua troife)f andv 
Iftasor-lnll or Marroi (Alca toida^ frequent the Fiaih 
at all times. A few pairs of the Ihmter'gooie m 
fiidcrdock (Anaa mdHssinia) breed aimvally on loch- 
keith, lBchcdm> and the May Islted. TbeMalmotk 
or Pulmar (Fh)eellaria gkeialia) makes hte appeamwo 
m the Fiitb in Tery hard winttts ; bu6 depeirU vary 
early in the spring to the northward. Tlie SUmny 
Fetrd or Mother Carey'a Chicken (P. pekgica) has 
been observed withia Leitfa harbour in v«ry stomrf 
i«eather. The Northern Diver (Colvmbua ^adaliB) 
1^ comes in severe winters^ and haa been taMB in the 
Frith as kte aa AnriL The Velvet Duck (Anaa fiisea) 
ia common, aa ia also the Puffin or WUUck (Alea ptA* 
nus). Duddingstotte lake u iahidnted by the Coot 
and Water-hen (Fulica atra and diloropus)^ and by 
the variety of the ktter caUed Fulica ^isca hj the kle 
DrWaHcer. 

The poultry-market of Edinbuii^ is wor^iy of a fire* 
^efBi visit firom the omkhotogist. Some of the ram 
aq^^ birds^ sent firom difibsent parte of the eountrr, 
oooaskmaHy occur on the stalls ouring winter;' me 
Lo^^tailed Duck or CaUo (Anaa gkcudis)^ and the 
Golden-eye (A. dangula}, are not uncommon* The 
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Whit^froBted goose (A. allHlh)n8), the Bean goose 
(A. &beHs)> and the Bernade (A. enrthropus), also 
occar; together with the Merganser (Mergus serra-r' 
tor), and the Dusky Grebe (Colymbus nigricans)^ 
Ptannigan, Snipes^ and small birds^ are also sold. 
Among what the poulterers call Snipes> birds of the 
genus Tringa^ particularly T. cinerea, nsorineUa, and 
GrenoTieensis, are often included. (See PouUiy^Mar^ 
ket, p. «9L) 

Of the reptile Amphibia we have in the King's. 
PMrk fiMur species of lizard (Lacerta agilis^ yukaris, 
palustrii^ and maecdata of Sheppavd), h&te callea ask^ 
—an abbreviation of askers, the dd English name^ bul 
Qibai oonfounded with the name msps, to the great 
hurt a£ the harmless lixurds. The Blind-wcHrm (An^ 
guis fragilis) is sometimes found in banks of looso 
earth lU; Salisbury Crags. 

FiSKss."— A sgedmen of the sane Opah (Zeus hi^ 
na) was, a Sew years a§e^ tdten near Cvamond, and is 
pvesprv^l in the museum ei Sir Patrick Walker. The 
shoit Diodoft or Sun-fish (Dioden mola)^ has ako been 
caught at Cramond, and is preserved in the same gen* 
tlenan's museum. The ^uraeon (Acipenser sturio) 
ihe^^niJy enters Uie mouth at the river Almond, and 
IS sometimes killed. The Gar (Esok belone) is oeca- 
lionaUy cau^, b«t is bv no means common* Ths 
Saury-pike (Esox saunas), which, it seems, is hardly 
known in the seutti^ sometimes ^ttrs our Frith in 
vast shoals during winter. It is generally named the 
Ooufdanook* At ebb-tide it is ottexk ibund alive with 
its long curved nose sticking ita the dodge, as if it 
considmd itself saffidffntly hid when its head is im« 
rauied* The Ska'cai or Wolf-fidi (Anarhichas lupna) 
is pretty common ; sometimes, il is |^t flve^ feet long. 
The Ber^l, or Latais b^sMttfr of Hr Shawv is found 
in the Fnth during summer ; t<M»ther witiivthe Bnuty 
or L. cornubius. The Basse (Perca labrax), and the 
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Bib (Gadus luscus), are caught at the sameseaBdiT* 
The Gemroeous and Sordid Dragonet ^Callitynymtisp 
lyra and dracunculue) are very common m the tn^th 
of the Frith. From observations made at NevrhaVen, 
it seems probable that these fishes, though ranked as 
distinct species by Linne' and Pennant, are merely 
male and female of the same species. Xhe male When 
in the water, or when newly catight, shines with the 
most brilliant azure and golden tints, and is much 
admired by the fishers, who call it gowdie or chanti'- 

deer, 

A large species of Gilt-head, of a fine silvery *iie 
(Spams dentatus» Sp. Raii of Dr Shaw), is sometimes, 
though rarely, caught. 

The Smooth-hound and the Tope (Squalus fnugte- 
lus and ^eus), with the angel-fish (Sq. squatina), are 
occasionally entangled in the fishing nets, and carried 
into Newhaven for the sake of the oil to be got by 
boiling their livers. The latter animal has some- 
times been described as a mermaid. Piked dog- 
fishes (So. acanthias) accompany the shoals of hearing 
into ih^ Frith, and are oftener caught than the fis^r- 
toen could wish, as they prove very destructive to ^dr 

nets, 

Cong(*r-eels, nine or ten feet in length, «t^ '««iiie- 
times, though not very fVequently, taken in the Frith. 

The lakes of Duddingstone and Lochend ^entaiti 
Pike and Perch ; the river of Lei^, **»^ Locbe> t^e 
nine-eyed eel (Mp River- Lamprey, &c. ; but trout are 
nearly expelled from this river, at least in the vicinity 
of the city, by the refuse from the numerous distil- 
leries establisheS on its banks. ^ 

The fish-market wiU occai^onalty yield the iohthyo- 
k^ist soiiie curious objects. The Saury-pike and Sea- 
pike may be expected in winteh The Lumpfish, 
Sparling, and Sea-Lamprey, occur in spring: Arid the 
Gilt-head and Wrasse during summer* (S^ article 
/'ii^-iWorAfe^, p. «94.) 
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* Insjbcta.— The entomologist finds the objects of 
his study in every place. The Julus oniscoides of 
Townson^ at first sight resembling Oniscus armadillo^ 
is found under stones in the King's Park^ genersdly 
9bout an ant hilL Papilio Artaxerxes has been seen in 
the marshy grounds of Arthur s Seat hiUs^ overlooking 
^ village of Duddingstone ; this is accounted one of 
ihe rarest British butterflies. Phalangium hirsutum 
may be found by rummaging among the refuse of the 
Newhaven oyster-boats. In the same way may be got 
a variety of crustaceous insects ; Cancer araneus ; C. de- 
purator ; C. longicomis ; C. strigosus ; C. locusta; and 
C. bemardus^ or hermit crab^ so named from its al- 
ways inhabiting a turbinated shell. But the most 
curious of the small cancri is the C. phalangium^ 
which^ in order to deceive its prey, dresses itself with 
t^Kler marine plants or zoophytes, so as to resem- 
ble these harmless productions. It may sometimes 
be found at Newhaven disguised as a plant of fucus 
sinuosus; at other times neatly dressed out like the 
aoojdiyte called Flustra truncata. In the skate-nets^ 
whieh the Newhaven fishers sometimes sink near the 
moutii of the Frith, C. Norvegicus is often entangled. 
X<arge and fine specimens of the rare C. horridus are 
sometimes thus taken. C. symnista is found on the 
jshoros aito heavy east winas. The lobster is occa- 
sionally caught ; the edible crab or partain (C. pagu- 
rus) is very common. Prawns and shrimps are not un- 
irequent. 

Of the Vermes intestina, Leith Sands afford the 
Xiumbricus marinus, dug up by the fishwomen for 
bait, und^ the name of Ing^worm / and the Hirudo 
muricata is not unfrequentJy tbund entwined among 
the roots of the great tangle f Fucus digitatus.) 

Of the MoUusca, the CutUe-fish or hose-Jish TSepia 
.bligo) IB common ; the Sepia octopodia is also found, 
Imt is vaate rare. The bones of S. officinalis are fire* 
quently cast adiore* Doris argo, Aphrodita aculeata, 
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upon the beach after winter eterma, and «ftpeda6y «& 
ter «ast-winda. The H<^tbtBrki pentacnk ift ai tinier 
dredged up in Bsfaing for ojFsters. The Sea Aoemonc^ 
(particularly At:tinea crasacernis) ^yerywkere «dh^»e 
to the rocks left uncovered at e\ih*tide. Two «iecies 
of Tery long sea-worms are occaetenally hroBght «^ 
firom me deep water of the roadstead hy the cyt^Het 
dredges ; one is the Nereis flahelUgera, the other is a 
black aniinal, perhaps nondescript, kbowq to the ^sk« 
ers by the name of the Black Worm. It is often be* 
tween twenty and thirty feet in lengthi, tl may be 
Ibund in the Newhaten oyster-boats in the apring sea^ 
son. This black worm has been described in the Niitti** 
nli8t*8 Misoellany ttndtHr the thle of Linem hng^snma. 

Of marine Tesiacea, the shores of the Frith alKird a 
eonsiderable tariety, some of tbem not oenimoi^* Sh* 
veral species of Chiton and liepas ere got Bn the rocks 
and stones, or attached to the stalks of the lalM^ fkci j 
Pholas Candida and cHspata inhabit the cky*Bton« 
rocks at Joppa. Mytihis disoora is often to be ibutnl 
adhering to the roots of ftit?i, and M, diacr^Mm^; ^ 
large st?e, is frequ^itly dredged tip by the Hmtvmeli 
at Newhoven. Area nucleus and minftoa <tt^ aom^ 
thnes to be got in the reftise of the dredging-^iOfl^ 
"Solen -pellucirtus, Tellina Ferroettsis, T. firhula^ Myii 
'Mbtruncata, M. pi^maEtica, and Mactra Seysii, are 
frequently to be picked up on the beach at-PbrtO^ 
bello* where also may be occasionally found Nerita 
glaucina, N. pallidula. Cypwea EuropfeM, Bonitt inin* 
cuius, and Venus stnatsda. V. undata, Stotioa^ >k^- 
ginea -and exoleta are Uken by the dredge, 'ilso V. 
lalandica, of large size. Pine 'specimens et' "G^rdfttoi 
echinatam, Hefix It^igata, and Mytilus modkdtis^ are 
1?ot in the «anie manner. Strombus pes peleeam^ -Matex 
Bamffins, Mya inttquHaivis, Patella ceertdea kM pA^ 
lueida^ may be often picked upon the shore ae-Newfra- 
ren. Oatrea obsoleta, Turh^ craaiidor^ mA IVM^m 



tmwiHm •!» paomud at Um saiBe placo. BolU aperU 
u not uncommon at Carolina Park, where its very 
Ught> almost membranaceous shells, are tossed about by 
the wind* In short, if the conchologist search the re- 
J|0et#iiie)it« on the becush after high winds, which cem« 
Monieate to the Frith the agitation of the German 
Oeean, he will seldom fail to make some acouisitions, 
Mytihis cygneus has been found in Duadingstone 
X.ioch; M. anatiaufl and Tellina cornea abound Iq 
Xtochesd. In Duddingstone Loch are also found Pa* 
iattft obloiif(«> (not in Captain Loskey's list«) several 
•tkfrewed HeUoei^ and» in the marshy ground adjoin- 
ing, U« ltmo«ft aq4 H. fosaaria. Hehx putris occuraof 
la^ge me im the Meadow ditches ; H. arbustonim, 
(not oKntftMied by Qa^imn Laskey,) on the north bank 
o£ tlie Castle ; H* eaperata on the rocks of the Calton 
W^i U* diittum nodev stones among the dehris of 
SiUwbui;y 0»f^ j H* mtltata and H. umbilicata are plen- 
tiful ia iAm knea toi the 90iuth of the Meadows ; Tur- 
bo ii^os and nnis^oritfn are found in the Kingi 
J^iA, 9sA Ti ftoftma{i« inhabits Lochend- 

Zoopii^ are to be fbund in great variety on th9 
akorta ^ the Ffith ailev high winds* But the oyster-« 
hotls at Newhaiien a£ii)rd the best mid rarest specie 
Bama* The oy8ter*dredge always entangles quantities 
ai Sertukmn, FlvMivfl^ &e, which the fishermen call 
Smnmer-growth. About thirty soecies of Sertulari^ 
xm^- ^knB he pjot ; among others the beautiful Sertu* 
Una operoulata, abieti.na> cupressioa^ and fastjgiata; 
the curioua kcttlcifrush^ or ^toJaria thuya ; wi^h verv 
laigi specimens of ^tularia antennina; to whica 
may be added flome species that are less generally no- 
tified^ partSeularly Sertularia polyzonias, lendigera« 
and nMtricaU% Small specimens of the Fan-coral^ 
Gorgonia flabdlnn, ave sometimes^ though rarelv, 
nl in the Frith. The owal of the shops (^CoraU 
Bna, officinalis) ia eonmmu Sen^sl qpe<4es of Flus«. 
tot mm- fbedgcd up widi the oyst$rs» particularly ?• 
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carbasea, -which, acoordhig to saUion, is rare m mmj 
places. 

IL-— Vegetable Kingdom. 

' The hills^ rocks, lakes, and shores, which dirersiff 
the neighbourhood of Edinburgh^ o£fer a ridi fidd to 
the botanical inqnirer. Eren Arthur's Seat hilb akne 
present him with abont fimr hundred different spe- 
cies. Among these some pretty rare plants are num* 
bered : Asplenium septentrionale^ Arenaria verna^ Po« 
tentUla Tema, Salvia verbenaca, ThalictruBi minos^ 
Gnaphalium ^oicum^ and others. Besides these may 
be found, in the King's Park^ two of the rarer of tbe 
British gramina, Poa riglda and Hoideum prat^ose ; 
and among the clillk may be seen tlvo uncommon na- 
tive shru^, the Spindle-tree (£^nymus Europoeus) 
and the White^beam (Pyrus aria.) Seferal plants 
remarkable fbr their beauty adorn these hills ; among 
these* the Maiden*pinky (DiantlMis deltoides,) the 
Dropwort, (Spireea fiMpenduky) and the Catdifly^ 
(Lychnis viscaria^) deserve particular notice. Tlie 
margin of Duddingstone Lal^ is enlivened by Ra^ 
nunculus lingua, and Stellaria glauca, toge^er with 
the elegant Butomus umbeHatus or Flowering-raah. 
In &e appendix to Lightfbot's '* Fkwa Scotica" ia a 
list of plants, observed by Mr Talden, a stud^it of me^ 
dicine, as growing in the King's Park, Edioburgh, in- 
cluding Arthur's Seat and Salisbury Crags. To this 
list may be added, Circ«Ba'>a^ina, Sanieula Eutc^m^ 
Viola lutea, Saxifraga tridactyMtes, Alisma ranuncn- 
loides, Juniperus communis, and many Muaei, Algse^ 
and Fun^i' Among the Musd^ Phascum p^fenun^ 
a very mmute and nore moss, growing on the bankbe« 
low the cdumnar greenstone rocks; and Grimmla 
acuta, observed there by the late Mr Don. Among 
the A%8e, Lichen coccineus, like dn^ of blood upon 
the Tfxka; and among the Fungi, Agaricus terreus, 
growing in laige semicircular trades on the middle 
ric^ (Chills, the d^terious spawi^ of this mu^WMna 



y»OBTA8£E KINGDOM. S99 

ihig b«re t&«o^asMn those withered tec^ in Ibo 
grass which hare eomraonly been denominated Fairy 
rings, Pentland Hills^ as might be expected, afSord 
tome rare pknts ; in particular Listera ovatain Swan- 
«toiv Wood ; Primvila farinosa in roar^y spots above 
W#odheiis^ee ; Eriophorfim polyttaefaion^ Seirpus 
multiGialis, and Vaccinium oxycoccoa^ or cranberry- 
bush, in peatmarshes ; with Epiiobium angustifolium 
and Galium pusillum at the spot generally called Hab- 
bie'a Haw. in a wood on the banks of the Water of 
Lelth, near Colin ton, the magnificent species of Va- 
lerian, Valeriana pyrenaica, is common, and seems to 
he indigenous. Two poisonous umbelliferous plants 
neear in the vicinity of Edinburgh. 1. Cicuta virosa^ 
(longwleaved water-lieinloek or cow-bane,) too plenti** 
lal on the margin of the lake of Lochend ; here it f¥e- 
^q^KBtly proves destructive to cows who browse it, and 
isstoueee are on record of its proving fatal to the hu« 
man tpeeies. S. Phellandiiam aquaticum (horse-bane 
er water-hemlock.) This is not so deleterious as the 
«ieuta, and it is a rare plant. It is mentioned by 
laghtfoot as ibund in the Lock of Corstorphine ; that 
kek has long been drained, bat the Phella&drium still 
«dst6 in the principal drain of Corstorphine meadow. 
Chfierophyllum aureum is another rarity found in that 
neighbourhood. Roslhi and Ravelstone Woods afford 
tome or the rarer mossea and other Gryptogamia. A 
considerable number of curious plants is ftnimd on the 
tfaof ea of the Frith ; particulariy Ligusticum Scoti- 
eum and Hieracium umbellatum at Figget Whins. 
Th^ tuirf along the shore is finely decked, during sum- 
mer, with the purple cocks-head (Astragalus hypo- 
l^tis) ; and the drifted sand is variegated with the 
elegant sea-rocket, (Bunias cakile,) and the curious 
l^ant called prickly glass- wort, (Salsola kali,) whrofais 
one of those from which barilla is made. Inchkeith 
ai^rds 64eeoma hirsuta sparingly, and Grimmia marl* 
titna in abundance. The Frim yields a considerable 
variety of submarine plants, above thirty species of 

Ee2 
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Fnci, and a great many Ulve and Cm&inm. Among 
tlie rarer of the Fud may be moitioiied Fueaa ligQW- 
tos, F. aapaia^poidet, F. cmieua^ and the nimul^ one, 
F* pygmfleu8w---Sce Dr Greville's work entitled ^* Flom 
EdinburoenaiSy" for a deacdption of the Plants to be 
fevmd within a circuit of ten miles round the cajataL 

III.-<-MlNEBAL Ku^GnOlf. 

The great mass of compact blue whin-ro<:k or basalt 
on which the Castle of Edinburgh is built contuns 
much Zeolite, compact, fibrous, imd aometimes fijadv 
radbted (mesotype ) ; together with Troaocditey whidh 
is exceedingly phosphorescent, and amorphous Fjteht^ 
nite. Beds of quartzy sandstone alternate with the ba- 
salt* The Calton Hill offers a huge mass of trap swd 
porphyry to the inspection of the mineralogist, having 
at first view little appeuance of stratification^ The 
sections made, however, in the course of forming the 
new roads on the south and north sides of the hill, 
show distinctly that the whole rocks are stratified, and 
dip to the eastward at an angle, varying firom 18"^ to 
20°, wi^ a general direction southward and northward. 
The lowest bed, to the westward, is sandstone^ and the 
highest to the eastward, is also sandstone; and the 
whole intermediate rocks may be onisidercd as belong- 
ing to the Coal Formation <^ Mid-Lothian ; £or,. on 
. the new London road, where it overlooks the palace 
of Holyroodhouse, the strata consist of thin beda of 
wack^ bituminous shale, clay«ironstone, and sand- 
stone repeatedly alternating with each other ; and the 
o))eration8 in various parts of the hill have affi>rded 
evidence that all the roK^ composing the hill gradual- 
ly pas& mto each other, or have had their ori^n in a 
deposition from a single vast menstruum. The por- 
phyry, in one placci was seen |>assing into greenstone, 
the greenstone, in another, making a transition into 
wacke, the wacke a^oin {xissing into bituminous shale, 
and the shale both into clay-ironstone and sandstone. 
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1?iie. mural fiioe«f an oM qvuurry immediately be lo^ 
Nelson's Monument displays a seclion of the upper 
part of the lull to a considerable depth ; the bed c^ 
porphyry is here forty feet thick; immediately over 
this lies a bed of amy^aloid^ in calcareous cavities of 
"which is found the reddish variety of Cubical Zeo» 
lite, called Sardte by Mr Townson on account of its 
flesh colour. -Small nests of glance-ooal have also been 
found in this rock, very near to the summit of the 
hill. Arthur's Seat hills exhibit on the south fine co- 
lumns of porphyritic greenstone^ some groups upright, 
others lying horizontally, and nresenting their bSses 
<Mr ends. These are in some places invested with a 
eoating of Frehnite, showing on its sur&ce mamillary 
crystals, of an apple-green colour. In the fissures 
of the columns the same mineral is found in amor* 
phous masses^ and of a reddish hue* Over the por- 
phyritic greenstone a vast platform of trap-tuff is in- 
cumbent, the upper part of which forms what is called 
tlie Lion's Back. Imbedded in this tuff considerable 
' masses of siliceous sandstone may in different parts be 
observed. The trap-tuff is surmounted by tne peak 
of the mountain, consisting of basalt Near the lake 
of Duddingstmae, beds of quartzy sandstone, and of 
siliceeus limestcme, crop out ; and in the besdt here, 
grains of Olivin and of Augite, together with crystals 
of Basaltic Hornblende, are abundant. 

The bdid and l<^ty amphitheatre of rode called Salis- 
bury Crags consists of greenstone, incumbent on beds 
of aandstone, slate-day, and clay-ironstone. In a ho- 
rizontal layer in the midst of the greenstone bed, nu- 
merous beautifid crystals of cubidte are found. The 
beds are distinotly seen only in one or two places, 
being generally concealed by the extensive talus, 
whicu is accumulated against the fVont of its crags. 
In one place, however, a quurry of sandstone has 
been opened under the greenstone. The superior 
hardness of the sandstone at the line of contact, has 
been considered as an argument in favour of that 



fbeoty whk^ Miepib«& Ae comolidalioa of stidi neka 
to the action of heait, «iMi wliiab vioira tin eoiii«ioii 
whtnstone rocks of Soothuid ts Che micrapted hnwB 
of former «ge9 of tW world* Id andtber qatartj^ 
near Holyrootthofuie, beautifol radiated Hsnia^tes has 
t>een fbund^ ifitermixed with Steatite, green fihcoot 
calcareotra spar^ and a kind of clay-irottstoneappiDadi* 
fng to Hedtlfe. Be^ of gfreenavine and sandstoDe act 
here Keen to alternate several times. Maaaes of HeavT^^ 
«par (sulphate of baryta) may here be o<Wq ibimd ad« 
hering to the samlMone* Lac lutift may also be ob- 
served lining the ffaaureaOf theroelts^ avid amelhystiili« 
quartz crystals are not unft^ytnt* Near to 8t Aiu 
roony's Chapel some very beaatifal spotted Jasper baa 
been dug by the Edinburgh lapitlariefi ; but the v«in, 
AS fat as easily accessible, has been exhausted. Crys** 
tals and grains of Augite are abondnit in tiie todt near 
the chap«. ^ 

' The sandstone strata wblcb barre at differemt tiniea 
been laid open in digging IbundatJotis of booses in tbe 
New Town, particularly near the Customhouse, have 
been found to be traversed by a great vein of green* 
stone, from fifty to sixty feet wide, running east and 
west, fro^ the Custott^oQse to Mar^latt^B Mntrv, 
Leith Walk. GFi^enstone veins are wdii kaowA m 
coal ^tricts by (be name of whtn^dikes. Ttfiro 0acb 
dikes are excellently seen ill the bed of the Water of 
Leith, crossing the horizontal strata tmnsversefy; the 
one vein is immediately below St Bemari's Weli; 
the other a little higher up the riTOr^ fS^ ^neat tpeln 
«bove mentioned was fbrm^ly worked tft Broa||itoti, 
for paving-stones and road-metal ; and at ibftt ^me 
«man spechnens of Cobalt-Ore, of a peach-blossom •co- 
lour, were found in its walls. ^ 

Greenstone or whinstone occurs also in regular beds. 
In a thick bed of this rock, near Bell's Mills, a large 
mass of coarse drawing-elate may be seen. • 

* A detailed detcriptien of the loeksla the neighboutheod 
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Upon Ldtb 8bor8% nodtdes of Agate, CaniduiiH 
aod C^ifllcedony, 'with masses of Chlorite imbedded in 
Quartz, may oceasioDally be picked up. The large 
granite tumblers scattered bcre and there along the 
beach will not fail to attract the attention of the geo- 
logist, there being no granite rocks to a great distance 
around, and the masses being too considerable to ad- 
mit of the supposition of their bavins been brought 
hither as ballast. At Carolina Park, about a mile west 
from Newhaven, the rocks are finely exposed by the 
action of the sea ; beds of greenstone here appear to 
alternate with beds of sandstone, of day, and of day- 
ironstone. The trap rock of Craigiehall Hills abounds 
with Analdme, and with greenish fibrous Zeolite. 
The Pentland Hills present to the northward lar^ 
rocks of Felspar in mass, pretty much decomposed, 
which, from its resemblance to the Fetunse of the 
Chinese, or material from which porcelain is manufiic- 
tmced, has been OEdled Fetnnse Fentkndica. Where 
some spote of Logan Hill, not fiur from Habbie's How, 
are exposed, by the action of a rivulet. Chalcedony, 
striped Jasper, and Chlorite, are found. At the water- 
fall of Habbie's How the rivulet has out through a very 
eurious brecda, or puddingstone-rock, of great thick- 
ness. Large veins of Heavy-spar are obscarved in dif- 
ferent places of the Pentkmds. At Gilmerton> the 
strata, being much indined, have been cut through in 
mining, and have disclosed a series of mineral beds 
about a mile in thickness. The beds are of green- 
stone, limestone, clay-ironstone, sandstone, and coal. 
Of €be last Uiere are sixty difierent seams, thick w 
diin, twenty of which have been worked. St Catha- 
rine's Well, at the seat of Sir William Rae, Bart, about 
three miles south from Edinburgh, is continually co- 



oi Edinburgh, and an accooDt of their geognoatlcal relatiom, 
by Professor Jameson, may be feen in Nos. I. and II. of die 
Edinburgh Pbilosopbical JoumaL 



iicred wkk a tcoH) «f Ni^Mifi «r 'Mn^mm ;.- «iA to 
the supBMcd virtues of this miUMevtl. oil i» to be «■» 
eribed th^ fame of tkb wcU in tew«r tkneo^ jiuagx 
Its decontiaii was an obkct to the ms— wh of SetU 



BEMARKABUS OBJ£&TS 
rw THjr viciKtTY^ br ]^j)iNstrBaR. 

TV Castte Hm 

A high terrace at the imestsvB extvtviii^ of t)ie OW 
Tawiv coinvi«Ms. an e%(ej)«lve yUm of tbi» s^tttiM 
OQUntry and tb^ bttilcUpgs of tbe cUy ; a«4 tb^ pio^ 
8p«eft 00119 ^ Castle it$eW tj|k^s i»i % «4iU wide* 
MQgei. Qo tjbi« iii9rt^ tb^ FrMih ^ F^r^ tbo^ 4P|»«ila 
posflt: of Fi^i witb its i^bii^ |dw«« api|tt«9«4 :i4oil9 
tbe margkk of tbe fioe»iU(€^ disiS^^tly «eei»^^Qi tik^-e^^ 
Artbw's Sent aA^ the^ <mltiiViAed d^s of ^9t £<a>i 
Ibii^ witjk tbe QonkalbaUeaUod )^ortbtl^Vfwk h^w^ 
and ibe Bass Boeli hl tber dl^tSMM-j opd «r the> aoiHb 
tbe^ UUIs of Araid «n<l CraigloAhyt, mi tt^il^nt]«il* 
Hills. . 

rneCaUbnim 

' 1 

Is a rooky emin«peo alm.ost wUbk^ .tiiii oily*t Thft 
Ofioetit iA now ea»y by "Wa^b)^ P)acs 4d4 die ^w 
Head?; snd tbe wi^s, wbicb wesi^ foi;ipaed a^uiMlaid 
near its.aummit in, 1816 a«d 1$17, presevA ^ ey^it^ 
atep yiewa of wiparallelM yorieiy m^ beauty* Tbi^ 
city froinjbis enoanence is seen below as if it w#re de^ 
lineated on a map ; and tbe Fritb of Forth with its 
8^pl^g> and the mountain scenery around, present a 
<te<^ws8io« of oj^ects wbicb aret raxely see» iacoo>bl« 
QtliaD. Tbe Obsenatory and NelaoaV MoBUOie^l 
erown tbe summit of the bill, a port o£ mhk6k beaMst 
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» diosen idt <the cite of the Nationtl Monmnent ; iumL 
ftrtker down, on the sotith, are the New Prison and 
BriilewvlL In theCftlton burying- ground, at the en* 
mnce to the hiil fironi the west, is a krge ciroolar mo- 
num^at, the burial-pUce of David Hnmei. The late 
celebraled Professor Playfdr was also interred in 4hia 
cemetery. 

The plans for the invprovement of the Hill, and the 
formation of walks, projected in 1815 and 1816, were 
completed in 1823, by forming a sloping bank fVom 
the carriage access to me hill down to the iron raihng 
on tbe north side of the Regent's Road, betwixt the 
Millers and the Baloar's Knowes.- In less than three 
months, 13,000 tons of earth from the foundation of 
tke Register Office, furnished free of expcnce by the 
kindness of the King's architect, were laid down in 
ih^ hollow. This piece of ground is to be occupied 
Ibry new school rooms fw the acoommodation of the High 
Sehool ; the present situation at that celebrated semi*- 
nary having, from the progress of the buildings ro the 
northward^ became less central in regard to the popa- 
latioB. 

The Kind's Park, 

The King's P&rk, at the eastern extremity of the 
«tty, affords many beautiful walks. Th^ park is in- 
closed with a wall built by Jamea V., and is about 
three miles in circumference. It consists chiefly of 
rocky and steep hills, or rather of one hill which rtee^ 
into three tops. The highest of these tops, celled 
Arthur's Seat, rises with a rugged and steep ascent to 
1^ height cfi 828 feet a3>ove tlte level of the sea. 
From the top i£ this eminence the view k grand, and 
remarkably extensive. The metropolis, the German 
Ocean, the oonrae of the Porth, the Grampian moinn- 
teins, and a large portion of the mo^ populous and 
heet cultivated part of the kingdom^ form a landscape 
at once beautiftil and sublime. That part of the hitt 
on the west which overlooks the city, and is denoini- 
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nated SaKslmry Cra^, presents a sanictrcite range of 
precipitoas rocks, which has much the appearance of 
« mural crown. Ahmg the front of this range awalk 
was formed in 1820, which opened up a series of views, 
changing at eyerr step, and which are perhaps unequal* 
led, at lei^ in the ndghhourhood of a ki^e city. 

During the year I83O9 the shawl weavers, of Edin- 
burgh, amounting to about 500 persons, were thrown 
out of employment ; and the magistrates and other 
persons of benevolence, willing to protect a class of 
people so industrious, determined to do something for 
their relief. Meetings were privately called, and such 
Amds were speedily provided ac enalued a committee to 
undertake various improvements, one of which was the 
formation of a promenade along the front of Salisbury 
Crags. The celebrated David Hume, duly appreciat- 
ing the grandeur of such a walk, had indml at a.£^- 
mer peri^ caused a footpath to be made at his own ex- 
pence, nearly in the line of the road' now ^rmed ; but 
so IttUe attention had been paid to this n^ost romantic 
walk^ Uiat it had become nearly impassable. The walk 
through the King's Park and St Ann's Yards was like- 
wise improved by. the same committee, who besides 
performed many dther minor pieces of work without 
once coming befbne the public fi)r aid. At the north- 
ern extremity of the eastern division of this hill staiul 
the ruins of the Cha|iel and Hermiti^ of St Anthony. 
, On the south side of the hill is a small ridge of rocks, 
noted foi* a remarkable edio ; and a little to the east- 
ward of this> above the footpath which leads to. the 
village of Duddingstone, is a raipearb range of porpby- 
ritic greenstone columns, of a pentagonal orhota^onal 
form, ftom 50 to 60 feet in length, and five in diame- 
ter. At the bottom of the hill in this place is the 
X<ake of Duddingstone, on the north dde of vidaich is 
the parish chur<£« The greoistone, of whicfh these 
hUls are composed, afford an excellent and inexhaust^ 
ble sui^ly of stones for paving the streets of the city. 

1 
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The Meadows. 



On the south side of the city is the retiied walk 
calfed The Meadows. This place was formerly a lake 
called the South Loch, whicn was drained aliout the 
bc^ning of ^e eighteenth century, by Thomas Hope, 
to whom it was let on lease* Hope became bound, by 
the terms of this lease, not only to drain the lake or 
liiarsh, but to make a walk round it of S4 feet in 
mdtb, with a hedge and a row of trees ; and a walk 
across, from nor^ to south, bordered with lime-trees. 
This is the origin of the present beautiful walks. Thd 
circum&rence of the Meadows is about one mile and a 
half. 

To the south-west of the Meadows lie the downs 
called Bumisfield Links, where the citizens in sum- 
mer, amuse tfaemselTes at the favourite Sootti^ game 
ofG(A£, and where the troops stationed in the city gc- 
neralty perfi>rm their exercises. 

Farther to the south and west is what was formerly 
called the Borough Moor, a large track of gitnmd sup- 
posed to have been granted to the dtizens of Edin- 
W^ by David I. This ground, in the year 1513, 
appears to have been covered with wood, as at that 
time certain privileges were granted to the citizens who 
built their houses of the wood of this moor. In the 
Borough Moor James IV; reviewed his gaUant army, 
(in which were many of the inhabitants of Edinburgh, 
with their chief magistrate at their head,) before he 
marched to the fttal field of Flodden, and the stoiie 
ttiH exists, built in the wall of a dike, to which the 
royal standard was affixed. 

Near the head of Bumtsfield Links stand GiUespie's 
Hospital and Free-Schod, the former of which occu- 
pies the site of an old castellated building, removed a 
few years ago, called Wryte's House. A little to the 
south-west m this building stands Merchiston' Tower, 
an ancient btiilding, and once the seat of the celebrat- 
ed inventor of the logarithms. To the westward of 

Ff 
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this building rises Craiglockbart Hill> which is worthy 
the attention of the stranger, from the natural beauties 
which it displays^ And tl^ prospect which is afforded 
from its sumimt. Fard^r on, at the distance of Saox 
miles, is the picturesque village of Oblioton^ and the 
seat «f Sir WilHam Forbes, Bart. N^rtb-east from 
ibis rises the Hill of Corstorphine, beautifully Tariegat^* 
ed with gentlemen's seats and ornamental plantations. 
On one part of the hill, ^nned for the landscape it 
commands, have been built two walls, crossing eack 
other at ti^t angles., and i& each of the €ont a»giea 
thus formed a seat is placed, which altogether ooso- 
mands as fine and ^ varied « selection of oi^ts as is 
any where to be met with. 

St Bernard^ s Well. 

On the northern side of the city, the walk along tki 
Water of Leith to St Bernard s Well is peculiarly 
beautiful. St Bernard^ Well had been long cystift^ 
guished for the medicinal virtues of its waters, which 
are of the sulphureous kind. The qualities of this 
spring falling tmder the notice of the late Lord Ghow 
densione, his Lordship purchased the property of the 
well, and erected a temple over it^ consisting oifa circle 
of columns, sumounted by a neat dome, bi the mid- 
dle is a statue of Hygeia, the Goddess of Health. The 
figure is weH proportioned ; but it is too tege for a 
near view. Nearly op^stte to this terafple, ob the 
other side of the water, stands a tower, eiiected hy the 
late Mr Walter Bx)S8, almost entirely icompos^ >cf 
stones With rnident scu%»t«red oornaments, colleoted 
from ruinous buildings. 

Hermitage of Braid* 

South from the Boroi^h Moor,- about two miles disM 
tant from Edinburghi is the Hermitage of Braid, the 
sweetly rotund resMence of Mr Gvrdon^ It is buried 
in a narrow vale, between two ranges of low and ttPt« 
gular hills, and is surrounded with wood. The small 

11 
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rivulet called Braid B«rn meaQdei:s through the mid- 
dle of the Tale in which it stands. 

About a mile to the north-east f¥otn the Hermitage 
ti Braid stands the H^ose of Grange, a turreted man- 
sion, formerly the seat of the well-known military eom- 
mander in the reign of Queen Mary, William Kirkal- 
dy. In this house, too, the celebrated historian, Dr 
Hiobertson? spent the last months of his life. 

Tie flitot of AlexMider Trotwr, Esi^stfeindy an tlie 
liorfh aide, and at the fbot, of the F^ntlarfd Hills; 
«bom three inile» soith-west fVom Edinburgh. It k 
in the Gothic sityle of arehitectore, and rery ele^nt. 
^ht titew fi'em the grounds ia singularly ridi and 
betftti^L 

Craigmitl^r CdsUe* . 

Craigmillar Castle, now in ruin^, slaii^ about tftre6 
miles south from Edinburgh. A, barmkyn^ or thick 
rampart wall, thirty feet high, with parapets andtur- 
reta, eneorhpassea the building. At wha« time Ci*aig^ 
tilll^aF Castle wae built ia unknown. It occurBi how* 
ever, on reod^d a^a fbtlialiee, in a chaHei^ of the rc^ 
«if Ale«aiNk)p II., fn isia, by WiMiam, son oT Henry 
^ Graigmfilte*-, to the- monastery of DunftrrtilSne. An 
iftaerlpfion on th*? gate of the oul^r rampart bears the 
4bite 1487', In the year 1477, John Earl of Mar, a 
yotfnger brM9ier of James III., was confined in this 
cuatlev It waa also the residence of James V. for seme 
Iftat- dmdng his- tnitiorftT. In 1543UMI eaatle was 
burnt and plundered by tne English. Craigmilltrr was 
the frequent residence of Mary Queen of Scots, after 
her return from France in \6^\. Her French retinue 
were lodged at a small distance, at the village, which, 
from that circumstance, sttll retains the name of Little 
France. In the Immediate n^hbourbood of the eas^ 
are lome excdlent fteestone quarries. 
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Duddingstone House. 

Daddiogstone Hoiue^ a seat belonging to the Mtr- 
quis of Abercorn, is situated aboot a mile distant ftom 
Edinburgh^ cm the south-east, near ^ Tillage of Dud- 
dingstone. The situation of the house is low ; \nX the 
building is elegant^ and the surrounding grounds are 
finely laid out. 

Dalftun^ House, 

The seat of the Earl of Bxx^b&ty, is situate en Uie 
southern side of the Frith of Forth^ about 8 miles weat 
from Edinburgh. It is a recently erected nian8ioB.of 
g^reat elegance^ in the Gothic style of architecture. 
The grounds in the neighbourhood are very pic- 
turesque. About 'half a mile distant is Bsmboogle 
Castle^ a very ancient baronial residence^ and the Ibr- 
mer residence of the Earl of Rosebery. It is Imilt 
within flood mark. 

Hopetoun House. 

. Themagnificentseati^theEarlofHopetouiiy is si- 
tuate on the banks of the Forth^ about 12 miles west 
from Edinburgh^ and three from Queensferry. The 
house and offices are superb^ and the grounds are laid 
out with great taste. A beautifrd lawn surrounds the 
house skirted with trees ; and romantic walks are car- 
ried through the woods* The prospect from Hopetoun 
House is varied and extensive. The Forth^ from Stir- 
ling to the Isle of May, with its islands and the nume- 
rous towns on its coasts, may be seen frrom this station ; 
and the view is bounded by the Grampian mountains 
on the north, and Benlomond on the west 

Porfohello. 

Fortobello, two miles east from Edinburgh, on the 
coast of the Frith of Forth, is the favourite bathing* 
place of the inhabitants. Hot and cold baths were' 
erected here in 1807; and it has a chapel, connected 
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with the establishment, to which a clergyman was ap- 
pointed under the sanction of the presbytery of Edin- 
burgh, in 1818. It contains some neat streets and 
many handsome villas ; and the resort to it in the sum- 
mer season is considerable* A pottery and brickworks 
have long been estaUished at Portobello. 

Beyond Portobello, and about five miles fh)m Edin- 
burgn, is the village named Fisberrow, immediately 
•f^acent to the town of Musselburgh, of which it 
^ras a part. The links or downs of Musselburgh 
contain a stand and excellent turf racing ground, where 
the Edinburgh races are now held. 

Gilmerton. 

At the village of Gilmerton, about three miles south 
firom EcUoburgh, is a subterraneous house cut out of 
the solid rock by George Paterion, a blacksmith, and 
finished, after five years' incessant labour, in 17S4. 
The said village is also celebrated for its sand quarry, 
ii driven to Edinburgh, and sold for sprinkling on the 
pavements of kitchei» and cellars. Yellow sand is one 
ef the regtilar cries of Edinburgh. 
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Roslin Chapel, 

On the rising ground immediately above the castle 
is the Chapel of Roslin^ founded by William Earl of 
Caithness and Orkney in 1446. It is a beautiful spe- 
dmen of Gothic architecture^ and notwithstanding 
some damage it sustained by a mob in 1688^ is stifi 
very entire. It is 68 feet in lengthy 34 in breadth^ and 
40 in height. I'he roof is arched, and supported by 
two rows of pillars. The present building is said to be 
only the choir of a large collegiate church that was in- 
tended to have been built. At the west end is the mo- 
nument of George Earl of Caithness, who died in 1582. 
Near Roslin is the scene of a battle fought between 
the English and Scots on the 24th February 1303, 
when three divisions of the English army were succes- 
sively defeated in one day by a body of Scots not one- 
third of their aggregate number. 

About a mile and a half below Roslin is 

Hawthomden* 

On the top of a steep impending precipice of free- 
stone rock, overhanging the river North Esk. In the 
face of the rock are seen the loop-holes and windows 
of the caves or dens from which, in 1341, the brave 
Alexander Ramsay often sallied out, with his gallant 
companions, in his predatory excursions against the 
English invaders. Hawthornden is a building of con- 
siderable antiquity. It is mentioned as a fortalice in 
the year 1433, but it is apparently much older. One 
part of it is a large vaulted tower, grafted on the na- 
tive rock. In the upper part of this building there is 
a plane-tree growing, of .considerable size. The gate 
of entrance, though of more modern date than the 
tower, is probably older than the dwelling house ; the 
iron gate was lately remaining. Under and near the 
mansion are two ranges of caves scooped out of the 
rock, probably places to secure the people and their ef- 
fects in the wars between the Scots and English. The 
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buildiiigt were partly rebuBt by William DrumoMmd 
of Hawthornden, the celebrated historian and poet, in 
the year 1638. Drunimond spent the greater part of 
his life in this beautiful retirement, and here wrote 
the History of the Jameses, and hts Poems* 

The scenery around Hkwthomden, as indeed, aU 
along the banks of the North £sk, is beautiful and ro« 
mantic. 

Mefville Cattle, 

Still farther down the Efk, and elose by the village 
of Lasswatle, stands Melyill« Castle, a seat of Lord 
Melville. The^ principal part of tl»e bfuhling Is of ft' 
square form, witii circular towers at the angles, of el0« 
gant workmanship. Two wings, of a less height tbaii^ 
the other parts of the edifice, but of equal elegance, are 
attached to it. Two miles ftotti Lasswade is the lorwit 
of Dalkeith. 

Dalkeith House, 

Dalkeith House, the seat of the Duke of Bucdeadi^ 
is about six miles distant fl^om Edinbui^h, on Am 
southern bank of the river North Ki^, and in the imp* 
mediate vicinity of the Town of Dalkeith. This bull^ 
ing stands on the site of an ancient castle, which was 
long in the possession of the itoily of Douglas. The 
Earl of Morton, regent of Scotland during die inino« 
rity of James VI., used frequently to reside at this 
castle, and it was then commonly styled the *' Lion's 
Den." The present edifice was built by the family of 
Scott, about the end of the seventeeth century- It 
consists of a main house and two wfngS, wil^ ^rmt* 
ments of the Corinthian order in fifont. The haW, the 
grand staircase, and the several suites of rooms wtthin, 
are spacious and elegantly finished. In Dalkeitii 
House is a fine collection of paintings. The garden k 
large, and the park around is extensive. The tf^et 
North Esk pa^es immediaitely under the witHs, ««* « 
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spkudid brklge has been built over it His Majesty^ 
on his late visit to Scodand^ resided at Dalkeith House. 

Newbattle Abbey. 

A little fhrther up» on the northern bank of the 
South £sk, is Newbattle Abbey, a seat belonginj^ to 
the Mm'quis of Lothian, about seven miles south m>m 
Edinburgh, and one mile south-west from Dalkeith. 
It is situated on the spot where formerly stood the an- 
cient Abbey of Newbattle, founded here for Cistertian 
monks by David 1. The house contains many fine 
puntings, and before it, on the bank of the river South 
Bsk, opens a verdant lawn, interspersed with some 
atmggUng trees of very great size. Close by the wall 
of we park stands the diurch of Newbattle, with a 
small village which has risen around it. The town of 
Dalkeith is within si^t ; and, by ascending an emi- 
nence on either side, a prospnect may be obtained of the 
city of Edinburgh^ and its rich and populous environs. 

Preston Hall, nine miles from Edinburgh, and Dal- 
houde Castle, on the nmrthem bank of the South Esk, 
the seat of the Earl of Dalhousie, are worthy of a 
visit. 

. The massive ruins of Borthwick Castle, twelve miles 
south-east ftufm the city, are also an ol^ect of con^- 
derabJe interest 

EXCU&SION TO FENTLANB HILLS. 

Leavkig Edinbmdli by the road passing the head of 
Bomtsfim linksi toe old Castle of Merchiston is seen 
on the right A little further on is the village of 
Morningside, in the neighbourhood of which is the 
New Lunatic Asylum. About two miles on the left is 
the gate which leads to the Hermitage of Braid, the 
property of Mr Gordon. This beautiful retired man- 
sion stands in a narrow wooded dell, through which 
runs a small rivulet colled firaid Bum. About a mile 
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fxurtfaer oti^ a road on lihe right leads to at inn eolkd 
the Hunter's Tryst, at which stranffcrs will reod^ 
(lirectiofiB for ascending the hill at the proper places. 
On proceeding aboiit two miles further, the hill may 
be ascended at its eastern termination direc£ly froin the 
main road. 

Habbie's How (at least the |^aoe generally Tinted 
as such) is situated in a little valley about two miles 
oyer the hill. The rivulet of Glencorse winds ato^ 
the vale. The-view from' the summit of the ¥e/n^Wm&* 
is extensive and beautiful. Woodhoueelee^ the seat of 
Mr Tytler^ surrounded by woods> stands 'On the south 
side of the hill> on the right of the road, about five 
milefi distant f^om Edinburgh. The reservioiirs fbr the 
water which supplies the city are situated at ^e base 
of the Pentlands. 

From Glencorse, after crossing the eastoiost hilly 
there is a ivad to Pex^ieuik and Bostln. 

Penicuik House, 

The seat ef Sir George Ckric, Bart, fe^ 
about nine miles between west and south^-^weA' 
Bdinburgh, on the uOTtHem bank oi the riti ^ 
Esk, and not far from the village of Penicui&^ 
principal rooms within are large, and finely pr<^ 
ed. But there is a peculiar attraction te visit Penl*^ 
cuik House. This is the apartment denotnniated: 
Ossians Hall, the ceiling of which is decorated witli 
paintings by the pencil of Runciman, representing^ 
scenes from the Poems ascribed to Ossian. In the 
pleasure grounds is a small rotund huildlng, a model 
of the temple of Tern^inus whidb formerly' s^crd o»k 
the banks of the fart-on, and wsis jgeneraHy InoWn by 
the name of Arthur s Oven, 
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to Stirling. The scenei^ on both sides of this noble 
fiBstuary, its islands, and the elegant seats and towns 
which are scattered along its shores, have long been 
admired. Nearly opposite to Leith, the sea-port of 
Edinburgh, are Burntisland and Kinghorn. Farther 
up is Aberdour, nearly opposite to whidi is the small 
island of Inchcolm, on which are tfie ruins of a mo~ 
nastery. Aberdour Castle, the property of the Earl 
of Morton, is a picturesque object on a rising ground 
to the east of the town ; and about a mile to the westh 
ward stands Donibristle, the seat of the Earl of Moray* 
N«irly opposite to Aberdour, on the south side of tte 
Frith, may be seen Dahneny House, and the old Otstie 
of Barnbougle, the property of the Earl of Rosebery. 
At Qneensferry the Frith is contracted to less than 
two miles. Above the Ferry, on the north side, the 
towns of Culross, Kincardine, and Allot, ape sueoe»- 
*ively Seen ; and on the sou^h side Borrowstounness 
«nd Grangemouth. Between Queensferry and Boru 
rowstounness is the mi^nificent mansion of the Eari 
of Hopetoun ; and a little above the town, on a wood- 
ed bank, Kinneil House, a seat of the Duke of Hamp- 
ton. The windings of the river between Alloa and 
Stirling are very picturesque ; and the ruins of the an- 
cient Abbey of Cambnskenneth, almost insiOated by the 
Frith, are worthy of a visit From Stirling to Dun- 
Wane, which was the seat of a bishop, and near which 
are saline springs much frequented in summer, is about 
SIX miles. The catbednd is a splendid Gothic strata 
tore, the ciioir of which h ocoajned as the parish 
church. This excursion may be made in two days, at 
ft very trifling expence. 

Various other excursion* may be made iriHito a 
day 8 ride of Edmbuttgh. Mtko9e Abbey, m th€ 
Tweed, 35 miles from Edinburgh, k worthy of a m^ 
The Ba^s Rock, about «0 ttiiles oaet from Etlin*mrA 
by Muflseifeurgh, Taatallan Castle, and the scenery in 
ttie neighbourhood, «r« objeets of gr^at interest ; and 
boats can always be procured at Leith or Newhaven. 
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to exeunions to the idands in the Frith or to the op- 
podteooost 

FALLS OF THE CLYDE. 

Lanark is a town in the shire to which it gives its 
nane^ ntuate 32 miles west from Edinburgh, which is 
wc^y of a Tisit on account of its cotton-mills, and its 
being in the immediate vicinity of the Falls of the 
Clyde. 

Laxuak is one of the most ancient towns in Sco^ 
land. It was erected into a Royal Burgh by Alexander 
I.« and unites with Linlithgow, Selkirk, and Feeble^, 
in sending a member to Farliament. But the village 
<i£ New Lanari^ begun in 1785 by Mr David Dale of 
Qhafsom, to accommodate the work people at the cot^- 
toiwnilK eveeted about the same. period, are now ^e 
aaost interesting objects, to a stranger. The estabh'sh* 
■ment, under the su{>eriutendence of Mr Owen the pro- 
|irietor> is not less w(^thy of a visit from its extent, 
tb«L aa pvftctieally exhibiting, in the arrangementis of 
die society, the plans for the improvement cf the ccm* 
dition of the pocn*, projected by that gentleman. 

The princtpal fiiUs of the Clyde near Lanark ate 
three in number, two ^above and one below the town. 
Zrhe uppermost fall is somewhat above ^^ miles from 
X^anark, and from the estate iu which it is situated is 
€all^ the fionniton Fall or Lin. To reach this ^U, 
the aecrad or Corra lAa is pasjaed by a most romantic 
w^k akuig the Clyde. At a little distance from ihe 
fall> the walk leading to a rock that overhangs the 
river brings the stranger all at once within sigh . of 
this bettutShl sheet of water. The whole body ot the 
water is here precipitated over the rock in one unbroken 
sheet ; and although the river above exhibits a placid 
i^pearance, beautiful! v margined with wood, this ap- 
pearance is suddenly changed at the fall ; and below it 
the river is contracted in its bed, and thunders among 
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rocks and precipices. The fall of Bonniton is about 
30 feet high. 

The same beautiful and romantic walk ccmducta the 
visiUM* back acain along the precipice that overhangs 
the riyer^ both sides of which are fenced by mural 
rocks^ equidistant and r^ular^ formings as it has been 
termed^ a " stupendous natural masonry." The visi- 
tor descends the river for about half a mile till he ar- 
rives at Corra Lin^ so called tram an <M eastle iipsn 
the opposite bank. The old Castle of Corra, on a high 
rock that overlooks the fall^ with Corra House and toe 
rocky and wooded banks of the Clyde, form of them- 
selves a beauti^l coup tfcBtl; but nothing can eaual 
the stupendous appearance of the fall itself, when 
viewed from any of the seats placed here and there 
along the walks. The rocky barrier — the <Ad castle-*- 
a corn-mill on a rock below — with the tremeaidous 
abyss into which the water falls, heightened by the 
noise of the water itself, cannot be viewed wiihottt 
emotions of sublimity. A summer house or pavilion, 
built in 1708, is situated over a high rocky bank that 
overlooks the Lin, and from its upper room afibrds a 
very striking prospect of the fall. The water at Coita 
Lin falls 84 feet. The river does not here rush over 
in one uniform sheet, like Bonniton Lin, but in three 
di^Terent though almost imperceptible leaps. 

The Cotton-Mills form the next object in descend* 
jng the river ; and not far from these is another beau- 
tiful and romantic fall, called Duudaff Lin. This fall 
Is between three and four feet high, and trouts have 
been observed to spring up and gain the top of it with 
ease. 

, The next fall, still descending the riv^, is Stcme- 
byres Lin, about two miles and a half below Corra Lin. 
Tnis cataract, which is about 60 feet in height, ia the 
n^ phis ultra of the salmon, as none can possibly get 
above it, though their endeavours in the spawning sea- 
son are incessant and amusing. It is equally roman- 
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tk wl^ th« others^ and, like Corra Lin, tii« water htM 
three distinct leaps in its descent. 

Another natural cariosity in ^e neighhom-hood of 
Lanark is Cartlave Crai^, npon the river Moasa, 
which enters the Clyde ahout a mile below the towti 
of Lanark. This is a curious and romantic den, about 
« quarter of a mile in length, hounded on each side by 
precipitous and rugged rocks ^Bged with wood. The 
rocky bank on the north side b about 400 feet In 
he^bt, and it is not much lower upon the south side. 
At the bottom rises ^le river Mouss, which scarcely 
Itft^^es room for the traveller to traverse the den. Ctb- 
vmnm hi the rocks are h^e and there observable ; and 
4me of theee is reported by tradittoit to have been the 
hiding plaee of Sir WIRIam Watkoe. A iH^idge has 
been lately thrown over this ravine. 

From Lanark %o Glasgow is a pleasanft drive dowti 
file vale of Clyde, by Dalserf and Hamtkon^ near Which 
im is Hamilton Palace, the eeat i>f the Dv^e of Hamil- 
Mm, where some fine pain tines are to be seen. Eight 
Ibiles iV'om Glasgow is the village and Castle of Both- 
well, the «eat ^ Lord Bouglas. The views of the 
•old castle are romantic, and the beauty of the grounds 
to ks nei^ihourhood has been celebrated in the ^ong, 
** O BothweU bank, thou Woomest fair r About a mile 
east from the village is Bothwell Bridge, noted for thfc 
hMtle fought near it in 1679 between the King's troops 
fllid the Covenanters, and brought into modem celebri- 
ty by the graphic narrative of the same event in the 
*^ Tales ofmy Landtord.** 

The city of Glasgow, the first in Scotland in poi*it of 
population, and still more celebrated for the mercan- 
tile and manufacturing industry which distinguish it^ 
OMitaine too many objects of interest to be even sfight* 
ly cnumeiMted #n a tkiStch Kke the present. 
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f C^eensferrf, 

N. Queensferry, I4 lOJ 
rnverkeithmg, 2 12| 
Crossgates, - 34 16 
tlnMftSy . I0| 204 



TO PEBTH, DUNKELD, &C 

(Miles.) 

9 To Perth, 



Dunkeld, 



(Miles.) 
164 ^3 
144 674 



Monlinearn Inn, 9 664 
Blahr AthoU, - II 774 



(MUes.) 
To DunlcQld, . &74 
Logierait, - 8^ 66 
Ba&agtwd Inn, 2 68 



To Alwffeldy, 
Tayaiottth, 
Keomoce, 



(Mi]€t.) 

- a 74 

- 54 704 

. 1 8Q| 



l^e rood to Pbrth leaves Bdinburgfi by one of the 
w#«l«ni otitletft, and the firat stage is Queensferry, at 
the distance of nine miles. In this line are many fine 
sMts, romanCi^ soetiery^ and extemiye views ; among 
T^idi are Bamtos, King's Crafnood^ New Saughton^ 
a»d Craigi^iall, The scenery on the Almond at the 
bridge^ and the fine inclosiires of Dalmeny House, are 
mnSk admired, and the view fVom the heights above 
QaeansAirry is ^articularty worthy of attention. The 
Frith of Forth is here cromed in passage^boats to North 
Qtteensferry ; iind the road passes by Inverkei thing, 
a royal burgh, te Kinro66> a distance if 1€ miles. At 
EinrosB, Loehleven and its little island and reined 
cfliStle are intevesting, as being the place chosen Ibr the 
confinement of Queen Mary. From Kinross to Perth 
is 164 nobles. The hill of Monerieff", in the vicinity of 
Fertb^ is a picturesque object, and the views fVom this 
station, according to Pennant, are " the ^ory of Scot- 
land." The Carse of Gowrie, Strathearn, with the 
windings of the Earn, the hill of Ktnnoul, richly cul« ' 
tivated fields, gentlemen's seats, with the city of Perth, 
the river Tajr, and the Highland mpunti^ in the 
bdck groand, form distinguishing ftatures in the in* 
tetesting seenery seen ftom lh)s emtnence. 



3^2 TO PEBTH9 BUN KfiLD^ &C. 

Perth is a royal bui^h of great antiquity, and is si:^;i« 
posed to have been in existence when the Romans ex- 
tended their arms to the banks of the Tay. It is a 
large and populous town> with many handsome seats 
in its neighbourhood. -The bridge over the Tay here 
was deseed by Mr Smeaton. It ccmsists of ten ardies, 
one of which is a land one. 

About two miles below Perth stands Kin&uns Cas- 
tle^ the seat of Lord Gray ; and the Palace of Scone, 
the seat of Lord Mansfiela, is situated about two miles 
above^ on the east bank of the Tay. The present 
building was erected on the site of the andmit raac^, 
remarkanlens being the place where the Kings of Scot- 
land were crowned. Charles II. was the last monarch 
crowned here ; and the celebrated stone chair in which 
the more ancient rocH^rchs received this ceramony is 
now in Westminster Abbey. Strang^s can get ticucets 
to see the Palace at Perth. 

Dunkeld is 15i miles north Irom Perth. At the 
distance of 13 miles the road passes through the site of 
the ancient forest of Birnam, scvcely any part of whlqh 
now remains* The Dunsinnan Hills ure seen at a dis- 
tance on the right A c^lendid bridge of seven arches 
is thrown over the Tay at Dunkeld, which is a neat 
town, situate in a circiilar vall^, boimded by wood^ 
hills. The remains of the catnedral, part of whidi 
is fitted up as the parish church, stand at the edge of • 
the Duke of Atholl's Park, and at a little distanee 
from it AthoU House. The hermitage on the Braao, 
a stream which hare &11^ into the Tay, or Ossiai^'s 
HaU and the cascade, are worthy of a visit. This ro- 
mantic scene is about a mile frcm Dunkeld. Abou( a 
mile and a half higher up the Braan, at a place called 
the Rumbling Br^ the water falls over a [Hrecipice of 
more than 50 feet in height. 

At Dunkeld the traveller may either make an exciur- 
sion to Blair AthoU, which is about 20 mile^ to the 
northward, or sdong the banks of the Tay to Kenmpre, 
On the first line, at the junction of the Tumme) with 
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the Garry, it the celebrated Pass «f KlUicranlde^ re- 
iliarkable not only for its situation and sceneryi but 
sllso aft being the place where Lord Dundee ibll in an 
engagement tnth the troops of William III. in 108ft 
Blair Atholl^ Castle, and deer forest, are the next ob- 
jects Of interest ; stkl the falli of Bruar, a rooantain 
stream, about three miles and a half beyond Blair^ are 
wofthy of a visit. Thfe robd from Blair to Interness 
passes through a large district of the central High- 
inndB ; and there is another from this plaiOe to Aberd[een 
tbrwTgh Glen Tilt, and by Brae Mar, in which the 
Orattipiati range Of mountains are seen to advantage. 

From Dunkdd to Tayifjouth is fiS miles. The road 
U along the course of the Tay, and few tracts of the 
lame extent are equal to it in point of scenery. Keav 
the village of Logierait, the Tummel and the Tay joJtt 
tfteit' waters. At a litde distance from Aberfeldy are 
the falls of Moness, in a romantic and beautifrdly wood* 
ed den. Six miles fhrther bring the travellel: to Een- 
more, at the eastern extremity of Loch Tay. Tayvi 
mouth Castle, the seat of the Earl of BreadaibaDe, U 
otie of the finest houses in Scotland, and the ground* 
aroutid are magnificent. Loch Tay is 16 milet In 
length, from one to two In breadth, and is bounded by 
lofry mountains. It receives the united streams of the 
Dochart and Lochy at its south-west extremity, arid 
pourb out its Waters at the north-east end by thie river 
Tay. On the it>ad by the south side, about three 
miks from Kenmore, one of the most beautifrd Mis in 
the Highlands, Ae f^ll of Acharan, is to be seen. 
There is a rustic building or hermi^e from which 
the cascade !s viewed. 

From K^^more to Killin h 16 miles aMng the ba*kt 
bf the loch, on either side of which is a good road* 
Nine miles from Killin is Lochearnhead. an inn at the 
head of Loch-£arn. Roads lead from this t« Stiriiiig> 
by Lochlubnaig and Callander, (the line ef the Tnn 
Sachs,) and to Perth by Comrie and Crieff. 
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TROSACHS^ tOCH KATRINE, &C., BY STIRUN6. 

(Miles.) (Miles.) 

To Bannoekburn, ^^ 8Q4 

ediiiiig^, * 24 35 

Dotme, - 8| 43^ 

Callander, w 7| 51 

I Troaacbs, - 10 €1 

There are two routes ftt>m Kdinburgh to the Tro^ 
sacbs^ the one by Stirling and Callander^ the other by- 
Glas^w, Drymen^ and Aberfbyle. The former is th^ 
shortest ; but the seenery on the line of both i6 so 
varied, that few more ddightftd excursions can be 
made, than to go by the one road aod return by the 
odier. 

Tile first town of any consequence on the rood fieooi' 
Edinburgh is -Linlithgow, 16f miles west from £dln>«^ 
burgh. Linlftfagow is a very <dd town, and in its im^ 
mediate vicinity are the ruins of a Royal Palace, where 
Queen Mary was bom, and the church where James 
IV. ^w the apparition before the battle of Flodden. 
The churd) is of Gothic architecture, and ▼eiy ancient. 
It is elegantly fitted up within. ' 

From Linlithgow Falkirk is distant 7i mUes. FaU 
kirk is an old town ; atad neai^ it, in the reign of £d^ 
ward h, were the Scots under Walkee defeated 1^ 
that monarch. Sir John Grmham and Sir John Stew-' 
art, who &il in the battle, were buried in the church^ 
yard^ where the tomb of the former^ three times re* 
newed, is still to be seen. Falkirk was also, in Januo* 
ry 1746, the scene of an en^gement between the it&* 
bel and roysl armies, in whi(£ die latter were defeat*^ 
ed. Sir Robert Monro of Foulis and his broUierriHid 
were killed in ihk rencounter, have a m<»amBent td 
their memory in the <^Mirch-yard. Two miks north 
from Falkirk, at the village <^ Carren, is the most ex^ 
tensive iron-fotmdry in Scotland* ' ^ 

From Falkirk the road passes through the Torwood, 
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and by Bannockburn, to Stirling. Near the village of 
Bannockburn^ two miles from Stirling, was fought 
the odebrated battle between the English and S^ts 
in 1314; the latter under the command of Robert 
Brace, and the former led by Edward II. when Scot* 
tish independence trliunphed, and the English army 
was nearly destroyed. 

Stirling is romanticaUy situated on the banks of the 
Fo^th. Its situation^ like the Old Town of Edinburgh^ 
ia on an eminence running Gnmi east to west^ and ter- 
minal on the west by a precipitous rock^ on which 
the castle is built. The principal street is idong the 
centre of the ridge* The view from Stirling Castle is 
delightful; the windings of the Forth^ above and below 
the town^ are seen as on a map^— richly cultivated 
grounds and gentlemen's seats form the middle and 
fore ground, — while the view on the west and north is 
bounded by the Highland Moimtalns. A road is cut 
round the rocky bsuiks of the castle, where the view 
changes at every step. 

The castle is of great antiquity. In the twelfth 
century it was one of the most important fortresses in 
the kingdom, and was one of the four which were de- 
livered up to the English as part of the ransom of 
William the Lion. It was the favourite residence of 
Jamea I., and the birth place of James II. This last 
monarch here perpetrated the murder of his kinsman, 
William Earl of Douglas^ whom he stabbed with his 
own hand^ James III. built within it a magnificent 
hall for the meetings of Parliament. The Chapel 
Royal was erected by Pope Alexander VI. James V. 
was crowned in Stirling Castle, and the palace was the 
work of that Prince. But these buildings are now 
converted from their original purpose into accommo- 
dations for the troops stationed here. Guns arc 
mounted on the ramparts. Stirling Castle is one of 
the Scottish forts which, by the Articles of Union, arc 
to be kept in repair. Between the castle and the town 
are to be seen the palace of the Earl oi ^rgyti, called 
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ArgylVs Lodging*, and thfe htnisfe of 
begun in 1570, but never finished. 

Leaving Stirling for Doune, a vilh 

the westward, the traveller msSes 1 

the favourite retreat of the late Lo 

Lordship 8 public spirit and succes 

track of waste land here, by digging 

floating it to the Forth, is well kno\ 

ficent ruins of the Castle of Doun( 

visit. They stand on A rising groi 

Bide of the Teith, which washes the 

nence on which the castle is situatet 

is supposed to have been built in thi 

! and was for some time the resident 

! of Scots. The prisoners taken by 

j year 1745, among whom was the ce 

! Douglas, were confined here. It 

title of Lord Doune to the noble 

Earl of Moray. 

Leaving Doune by the rofid fd 
eight miles, the traveller passes the 
busmore on the left, andtLantiick 
Sir Evan Macgregor Murray. 

The village of Callander is tiei 
built. The Teith is forihed by two 
a few hundred yards above Callantl 
right, having its source in L6ch Voi 
ly from Lochlubnaig, by therftttiant 
ioins the southern Branch, which h 
Katrine, the Pkss of Leny, one ( 
to the Highlands, is worthy of a 
( of Leny, (says the Rev. Dr Graha 

' series of falls of the river, ftom I 

1 mahog, through a declivity of pr 

200 feet, with the addition of a I 
wood, furnishes a feast to the ey 
i ear, which can be pleased with the 

often to be met with even in the I 
lubnaig is at the e*trttnlty of the 
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B«Dl6di^ wbkfa rises to the bei^t of 3009 feet. The 
bri^e of firacklinn, aboat a mile up the hill to the 
north-east of the village, is also worthjr of a visit. It 
is a rustic bridge over a very deep ravine, through 
which the Keltic forces its way with much violence. 

The distance from Callander to the opening of the 
Trosachs is about ten miles. Of the two roads Arom 
Callander to the Trosachs, that by Kilmahog, or the 
north road is esteemed the most picturesque,— the 
. Qther, or the south road, passes through the woods of 
Cardioniie. On leaving Callander bv Kilmahog, the 
first object which attracts the traveller s notice is Leny 
House, the property of Dr F. Hamilton. Two miles 
more bring him to '' Coilantogle's Ford," and Loch 
Vcnnadtar. TbiB beautiful lake is between four and 
five miles in l^igth, and generally a mile and a half in 
brc«dth, finely skirted with wood. At Milntown, 
about a mile and a half from the east end of the lake, 
there is a beautifiU small cascade. 

About a mile above Loch Vainachar, on approaching 
the bridge of Turk, Loch Auchray^ and the windings 
of the stream that issues from it, opens to the view. 
Loch Audiray is about two miles long, and is one of 
the sweetest little lakes in Scodand. The northern 
bank, along which the road winds, is finely contrasted 
with the southern bank, which is bare and heathy. 
From the bridge of Turk the road to GlenfingUts 
turns to the ri^t Glenfinglas is a beautiful litde 
valley, worthy of a visit for its picturesque scenery. 
The entry to it is through a narrow defile formed by a 
BMuntain stream, whicn has forced its way through 
the shdving rocks. 

* The Trosachs in all their magnificence now come in- 
to view. " When you enter the Trosachs," says the 
Rev. Mr Kobertson, the writer of one of the b^t d&- 
aoriptioDs of this singular scene^ '^ there is such an as- 
semblage of wildness and of rude grandeur, as beggars 
all desoiption, and fills the mind with the most sub- 
IJmo conceptions. It seems as if a whole mountain 
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hid been tam » piectf> mad. ^itt«red dcmn hy « wan* 
vuIsioB of the eaith ; and the hti^ fragments of rod(% 
and wooda and hillfl, scattered in contokm fer tmm 
miles iato the east end^ and on the side of Lodr Ka<* 
trine« The access to the lake is through a narrow pes* 
of half a mile in length, such as JSneos had in His 
drearj passage to \isit his ikther's home, ^ MBfterotf 
immanis hiaiu* The rocks are. of stupendona h^llt^ 
and seem ready to close abore the traveller'a head, or 
to fan down and bnry him in their mins. A bn^ 
column of these rocks was, some years ago, tovn wim 
thunder^ and lies in large bloeka very near the roadJ 
Wh^e there is any soil their sides are coveted witfc> 
aged weeping birches, which hang down their TensraM 
ble locks in waying ringlets^ as if to cover the naleedw 
ness of the rocks* The sensible hortzoB is bomndccl 
by these weeping birdies, on the snnimit of every h41^ 
tnrough whidi yoa see the motion of the clouds a» 
they ^oot across behind them. The «nd sf tiM lokfl 
is nothing bnt one of the several bays or creeks which 
oil all hands run boldly among the rooks and hilfau^ 

*' Travell^s who wish to see all they can of tfai* 
singular phenomenon, generally smI west on diersotilii. 
side of ttee lake to the rock and den oftbaghcai^ whoad 
dark recesses^ ^om tbe gioomy appearance, the imag^ 
nation ef supersticion conceived to be the hafcitatioK v^ 
snpernaCural beings^. 

'^ In sailing you discov» many aitna of the hdset 
Here a bold headland^ where the black rocks dip intiK 
tmfathomable water ; there the white sand in the botii 
torn of a bay, bleached fbt sges by She wates* fai. 
walking on the north side, the road is sometimes cat 
th^dugh the face of the solid rode, which rises .t^ 
wards of 200 feet perpendicular above the lake : Somei* 
times the view of the lake is lost ^ then it biuirsia sudU 
denly on ^ eye; and a cluster of islands andoapea 



appear, at di^ent distanees, which give them ais m^ 
parent motion of diSbrent degrMs of vekxrity, as the 
spectator rides along the opposite beaeh* At o^Ot- 



T&08ACR8. 85d 

tines his roiid is at the foot of nigged ati^ stupendiNis 
diffii^ Slid trees are growing where no earth is to be 
seen. Every rock has its echo ; every grove is vocal, 
by iht melodious harmony of birds, or by the sweet 
airs of women and children gathering filberts in their 
season. Down the side of the opposite mountuin, 
afier a shower of rain, flow a hundred white streon^s, 
which rusk with incredible velocity and noise into 
Ihe lidce, and spread their froth upon its surface. On 
one side the water-eagle sits in majesty undisturbed 
on his well known rock, in siglit of his nest on the 
fiice of Ben»venu ; the heron stalks among the reeds 
in search of his prey ; and the sportive di^s gambol 
on the waters or dive below : On the other the wild 
goats dimb where they have scarce ground for ^eir 
S9et, and the wild fowls, perched on trees, or on the 
pinnacle of a rock, look down with composed defiance 
«t man. In a word, both by land and water, there are 
«o many turnings and windings, so many heights and 
hollows, so many glens, and capes, and bays, that one 
cannot advance twenty yards without having the pros- 
pect changed by the continual appearance of new ob- 
jects, while others are constantly retiring out of sight. 
This scene is closed by a west view of the lake for se- 
veral miles, having its sides lined with alternate 
dusaps of wood ami arable fields, and the smoke ris- 
ing in spiral columns through the air, from villages 
which are concealed by the int^vening woods; and 
the prospect is bounded hy the towering Alps of Ar- 
rochar, which are chequered with snow, or nide thdir 
heads in the clouds." 

This singular scene was comparatively little known, 
«Ad seldom visited, prior to the publication of *' The 
Lady of the Lake" by Sir Walter Scott, Bart. Since 
that period, however, it has become one of the most 
fiequented routes by travellers from the south ; and 
now oomfortid>le aceosimodatioa and proper guidas 
can be had at* Callander, Aberfoyle, or on the spot ; 
who not only point out the most prominent objects to 
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bamfiiwitktii Ae Teo«ielu» Imt all die looalitki , 
secreted in the poetry of '' The lady of the I^b^," 

TO THE TR08ACH8 BY BRYMEN AND AB8ttF0Y(.S. 



(Miles.) 
To Glasgow, - 44 
Garscube Bridge, 5 49 
Cnigton, - 3| 52^ 
Drymen, - 9| 62 | 



(Miles.) 
To (>artmoie, - 7 69 
Aberfoyle Inn, 3 72 . 
Opening of Tro- 
sachs, - 5| 77J 



From Glasgow to Drymen is seventeen roiles and a 
half; and firom Dumbarton to the same place^ should 
that route be followed, eleven. The road in bo& 
these directions is excellent. The Glasgow line pre- 
sents some fine points of view m the course of the 
riv^ Endfick. At Culcruicb, oh the brow of a hfft, 
fine specimens of basaltic columns may be seen, o^ a 
hexia^ohal form, and more than twenty ffeet hi^. ^ 
the nght is the romantic Glen of Croy, in which ii a 
oiscade of more than fifty feet. 
, The Dumbarton road ftjUows'the course ofthe riv^t 
Leyen, arid beautiful tiews of IX)ch-Lomond occasioi|. 
ally open upon the left. At eight miles firom But^ 
barton a view of the lake fs seeh, with the Highland 
mountains in the distance. Buchanan, the seatof thfe 
Duke of Montrose, and its extensive pleasure grodnctef, 
m the neighbourhood of Drymen, are worthy of no- 
tice. From Drymen the road goes along the mar^ 
of the lake, to tne ferry at Howardetman, at thie basb 
of Benlomond. At the inn here guides may be pr©^ 
cured for ascending the mountain, which rises 39^ 
feet above the level of the aiea, and fVom the summit 
of which the country is seen fVom the Atlantic ttearlj^ 
to the German Ocean, "i^he distance fVom the itm 16 
ihe top of Benlomond is reckoned six mOes. Lochlo* 
mond is a bec^utiful expanse of water, SO mtled' in 
I^gth^ and of irregular breadth. Ab(mt 30 islands 
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afed corered with wood. 

From Drymen to Grartmore J| 
nv^e Hotise^ the seat of Mr 
valuable paintings. Aberfoyle . 
From the inn here to the openi 
is five miles across the hill ; b( 
der 32 miles. Nearljr half a i^ 
the right of the road^ is a magnSleent 
prospect irom the summit of the hill, called Craig- Vad, 
U worthy of the traveller's attention. " Elevated more 
than 1 500 feet above the valley, (says Dr Graham,) 
he has in bird's-eye prospect before him. Loch Ka- 
trine, the whole range of the Trosachs fVom the sum- 
mit of Benivenow, to the summit of Binnan, Loch 
Auchray, the opening of Glenfinglas, Benledi, Jjoch 
Vennadiar, and Calender. There can be nothing 

Einder in nature ; and whatever route the traveller 
8 taken, let him, before he is satiated with the Tro- 
sachs, gratify himself with the Craig-Vad view, (as it 
is called,) of this scenery/' 

The valley of Alierfoyle has been long admired fbr 
its singular beauty. It is enclosed on the east and 
south by the Grampiand, and the Forth, here called 
Avendow, traverses its whole length. About a mile 
to the westward of the inn Lochard bpens to the view ; 
and a few hundred yards to the eastward of it, the 
Avendow tumbles its waters over a rugged precipice 
nearly 30 feet in height. The first opening of th^ 
lower lake from the east is uncommonly picturesque. 
** Directing the eye nearly westward/' says Dr Graham, 
" Benlomond raises its pyramidal mass in the back- 
ground. In nearer prospect, you have gentle emin- 
ences, covered with oak and oirch to the verv sum- 
mit : the bare rock sometimes peeping tnrough 
amongst the clumps. Immediately under the eye, 
Uie lower lake, stretching out from narrow beginnings, 
to a breadth of about half a mile, is seen in foSX pro- 
spect.^ On the right, the banks are skirted with ex« 
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WQBdM, whkh oovev tbe moioilaiii mere 
If way up/' 
^no^t times this spot^ which is called tbe B&ss 

^Aberfoyle» Ibrmed tjie barrier between the low 
itry Slid the ahnost inacoessible track that Ues to 
the westward. Upper Lochard> which is the most ex* 
iMuive pieee of water^ is peparated from the lower hf 
a stream of about 200 yards in l^gth. This lake Is 
three miles in length, and in breadth a mile and a 
hal£ On the right it is skirted with woods, and on 
the left tlaxk dumps of wood oo^rer the eminences 
down to the water's edge. Immediately above the 
Aim house of Ledard, and near the west end of iim 
lake, is a cascade, where the stream faUs in one sheet 
oyer a height of ten or tweke feet, into a basin filmed 
of the solid rock, and from this basin, dashing oror « 
ledge of rocks, it precipitates itself again over an irre- 
l^ar slope of more than 50 feet, finely skirted with 
wood. 

Two miles farther to the west is the romantic lake 
of Lochcon, about two miles in length and one m 
breadUi, bounded on the south by a presipitous moun- 
tain, and on the other sides with stragglhig woodsw-^ 
The Trosachs have been already described. 



TO INTEKABY, THE ISLAND Of STAFPA, ScC, 



ToGkngow, - 44 

Kilpatnek, - 94 ^ 

Dunbarton, - 4| 68^ 

Xusslnn, - I24 70} 

Tarbet, - 8 78} 

Arroquha? Ion, 1| 80| 

Rest&beThankfia,7i 87} 
Caimdow Inn, 6} d4| 
Inverary, 9} 104 

Inithak, 11 115 



(I^les.) (Miles.) 

(ToDalmally, - 6 196 

Taynnilt, - 13 192 

Oban, . 12 144 

Ferry to Kenrera, 9 146 

Achnaeraig, 10 ld6 

Arosi, . 18 l%4 

Torloisk, - 1& 189 

Staffa, - U ^l 

IcQlmkiU, . [10 ^}l 
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TheinTcoiion of steaiB-]Befti& hat tery muoh 
taltd in Sootlaad the intercoime between the cyuiforent 
portmw» of the country. The la^nA of Staffii^ which 
#at almost unknown before Sir Jose]^! Ban]»pnblith- 
td hti aceount of ita wonders^ is now aoceaaibte for a 
gMat portion of die summer by steun-^boatta^ wydi 
aail at atated perioda from the Clyde* The Great 
chain of hdcea connected by the Caledonian Canal^ 
which extend from Inverness to Fcnrt WiUiam^ may 
ako be navigated in the same manner ; and thus oW* 
jeota ftmnerly inaeoesaible, but at a great «q>enoe, ate 
BOW laid o|^n to the curiosity of travelers at a oom*- 
ponfti^y trifling buuk But as there may be some 
to.K^m this mode of conveyance is disagreeable, it 
nay not be improper to notice the route generally 
pmaiiedy. beib^ navigation by steam was adopted- 

From Glasgow to Dumbarton is 14 miles. Dum- 
barton is « royal bwgh, and one of the most ancient 
lowM of Soetknd* ' The oastie k situate at a short 
diatanec from the town on a point of kmd formed by tibe 
JviictioM !^ the Clyde 4lid Leven. It is built unon the 
tsgtdt.M rocic^ which divides near the middle, and 
fenna tvTO iuMlnita It wal formerly deemed impreg- 
nable, and is stm kept in repair as a statbn for sol^Uera. 
Some porta of the rock ob which it is built are Ing^ly 
laagnetic The view from the top ta extensive and 
beautifril. 

. The road now winds along the valley wat^f^ by 
the Leven, in the comrse of modi are many extensive 
bfeaohfidda. Two miles from Dumbartcm on ^e 
wf^ is an «ld mansion-bouse, on the bai^ of the 
lirer, in whieh the celebrated Dr Smollett was bom ; 
a«d mi the left of the load, a little frnr^^ north, is an 
eleglint Tuscan column erected to his memory Loch* 
kmolid, with its numerous islands, is now the diief 
object. On the bonks of this beautifril piece of water, 
ten ttika from Dumbarton, stands Rosedoe, the seat 
of Sk James Colqu^un ; and two tnilte fiirthev ia Uie 
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vilkge of Iambs, ftom wbeaee ike lake hweem to-omch 
adivantage. A little beyood die 90di mileslone, end 
on the banks of the lake, stands the inn of Ttrbet. 

The road to InYeraiy now leanres Lodilomond and 
tonis to the left. The inn of Arroqnhar is about a 
nyle and a half fiurther on, and Loch Long, an arm of 
the sea, appears. Aboat the 27th mileiitoiie is the 
▼ale of Gleneroe, and at the 9fKh the eminenee called 
** Rest and be thankful/' a nune giiren to it by the 
99d regiment, when employed in making the road. ■ 
The KM shortly afterwards crones die water ^ Kin- 
las, which gives 'name to Glenldnlas, and fiiUows th« 
coarse of the stream for about four miles. At die d^h 
mile, a beautiiml stretdi of Lochfine, with the woods 
of Ardkmlis, comes into view ; and a little &rther cm 
stands the inn of Caimdow. The road £rom this am- 
tinues along the banks of the loch to Inverary, which 
is first seen from an eminence two miks distant^ 

Inverary is a royal buiigli, situate at die head of 
Lodifine, where the river Aray fidls into that arm of 
the sea. The houses are well built, and covered with 
slate. Near the town is the Castle of Inverary, the 
seat of the Duke of Argyll. It is a square buOmng cf 
Godiic architecture, flanked with circular towenb 
Fnmi the lawn the scenery is very striking: the Aray 
with its beaiitiAil caicades-^he extended bay of Loeh«- 
fine-^he hill of Dunicoich, rising to the hei^ of 
700 feet, clothed to the summit with trees— the nrnki 
towards Essachossan — ^and the dbtant hills, form an 
assemblage of picturesque objects rarely to be surpasi- 
ed. The plantations and walks in die ndghbonmood 
are laid out with much taste. The town of Inverary it 
chiefly remarkable as a station for the herring fishoy. 
From Inverary to Oban is 40 miles. After leaving 
Inverary the road proceeds through Glenaiay In a 
nortibem direction, till it readies Loch Awe, wmoh is 
eroded. The seocmd stage fhnn Inverary is near the 
vilUige of Bunawi at 4he «)0t of Crmehan, oneof d»s 
highest mountains in Scotland. The approach to0Mm 
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iriOBiBiitic, snd the few streets in the Triage are seat 
and regnlar. From this place trayeUera can be accom* 
modated with boats along the Sound of Mull as far aa 
Aaoss. The scenery on the Sound Is highly picture 
esque. From Arose to the ferry of Staffii is about 
seren miles ; and a boat can always be procured here 
^r the accommodation of strangers. 

. The island of Staffa lies on we west coast of MuQ, 
about three leagues nwth-east of lona. Ita greatest 
length is about an English mUe, and its breadth about 
half a one. On the west side Is a small bay whore 
bofUs generally land. More than one-half of the dit 
cmaft^ence of the island is occupied by handsome eo- 
kmnades of r^ular pillars^ which are completely laid 
hsre by the sea. The rest of liie island exhibits the 
same appearances; but the pillars ate bent and twisted 
in. yarious directions-*-fiome lying nearly horizontal^ 
and others forming segmmts of cirdes. The pillam 
near the landing-iSace are small^ but increase in mag« 
nitude as the Caye of Fingal is approached. FingaTs 
Caye is 53 feet wide at the entrance^ 117 high^ and 
250 long* The arch is composed of two unequal aegr 
ments of a drde^ which form a natoral pediment. 
The grandeur of this natural masonry strikes eyery yi« 
sitor with astonishment. '' Compared to this/' says 
Sir Joseph Banks, ^* what are the cathedrals or the pa« 
laces built by men ! Mere models or playUiings^ imi- 
tations as diminutiye as his works will always be when 
compared to those of Nature." 

The bottom of the Caye of Fingal is filled by the 
aea^ which reaches to its further extremity. At this 
extremity is another small caye, which^ from certain 
passages^ sends i&rth an agreeable Sound eyoy time the 
wi^er rushes into it| and fnnn this circumstance has 
reeeiyed tbe name of '^ The Mdodious Caye." Ano- 
ther caye on the north ude ci the island^ called *' Tbe 
Cormonnt's Caye/' » ako situated in the midst of a 
magnifioeiit colonnade^ though en a less scale than that 
ofi^ngaL 
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bovimd, lying to the weH of tbe Umd of MttH^ is 
idio worthy of a Twit. It is ikane loiks 1di^» and 
from Inif a nik to a nHo broad ; and is ohiefty i«» 
marimble fbr the mint of one of ^ earlinl Chrnliaii 
aeldeflMnts in Scotland. The nionattery ia taid to 
have been established by St Cohiniba abmU the yeav 
$$S, and the re|mted lanctk^ of the phu)e made it be 
desired as a burial plaoe lor prinees. -Forty-ek^hl 
Sootttth kings, four kings of IrdSnd, eight ^otweguM 
ui o —r chs, and one kittg of Fvance, are reportod to nafo 
been kMenred here. 

Fram Oban, if the towiat wkbes to see raoie^ tktt 
ifigbla»isy there is a road l^ Fort WilMam taa^ Foit 
Agustos to latemess, throng the Gnat Vailey of 
Seotland, and along te base of hsh^cstmomtaiBs; 
-*H»r by Dahnally, Tytidmni, aad Saiin^ doiim the 
eonvse of the Tay by Dankdd and Pordi. 



BANKS AKt) BANKERS. 

Itook of SeoOMid, BMk Smt^ 
Bflgral daok of Scodasd, St Aa4rsw*s Square^ 
British Linen Company, St Andrew's Squan. 
Commercial Bankbg Company d Scotland, 142, High Strset« 
National Bank of Scotland, St Andrew*; Square. 
Sb William Forbes and Compattiy, Parliament Square. 
Eamsays, Bonars, and Company, 16, Royal Eitchange. 
Thomas Kinnear and Sons, 9, Royal Exchanges 
vRobert ABan and Son, 1 1^, Roysl EsKchaage. 
Da&aM Smith and Oompaay, 7, B«yal fiaEdiaagOb 
AlekandeK Allan and Gompaay, 196, High Street; 
John Wardrop and Company, lOS, George's Street 
James Ini^ and Coppany, 7, Hunter^ Square 
Joka Makeily asd Compaay, 63, North Bodge Starast 



LIST OF THS P&INeiPAfc HOTBLS9 1NN8, &C 9B7 
LI4T QW THE f aiNCIPAL HOTELS^ INH8> AND TAVEENfl. 

Waterloo Hotel, TaTem, and Ceffee-roou), (Gibb,) Waterloo 

Place. 
•oday's Hotel, aad Lord Ndaon Tavern, Adam^s Square. 
Bwfy*ft Hotel, 8, Prince's Sticet. 

Mack Bull Ion, and Hotel, (Steventon,) 1, Catherine Street 
British Hotel, (Madean,) 70, Queen Street 
Back's Head Hotel, and Tavern, (SorHe,) 91, Prince's Street 
Crown Hotel, (Meldmm,) 11, and 13, Prince's Street. 
Davidson's Private Hotel, 25 and 26, Abercromble Place. 
Douglas's Hotel, 1, St Andrew's Square. 
Fergusson's Ship Tavern, and Hotel, 7, East Register Street 
Glawow Hotel, (Plum,) 10, South St Andrew's Street 
Ifa^y's Hotel, 18 and I9t, Prince's Street 
Ma^erson's, (late Shaw's,) Hotd, 2L, Prince's Stvect 
Ooian's Hotel, 4 and 6, Charlotte Square. 
Ikiyal Hotel, (Ross,) 53, Prince's Street 
Star Hotel, (Scott,) 36, Prince's Street. 
Sutherknd's Private Hotel, 25, Great King Street 
Union Hotel, (Macgregor,) 31, St Andrew's Square. 
York Hotel, (Murray,) 19, Nidudson Street 

UST OF MAIL AND STAGE COACHES. 

Aberdeen, (Boyal Mail,) hy Queensferry, Kinross, Perth, Dun- 
dee, Arbroath, Montrose, and Stonehaven, evoy even- 
ing at { before 7> ^tom Black Bull Inn, 1, Csthttrine 
iiktreet — (Saxe CobouicgO by (^ueensfeny, dec., every nwrn- 
ing i before 9, from B^k Bull Inn, l,Ca1^eiiae Street 

CarVsle Mail, by Selkirk, Hawick, Langholm, and Long- 
UMin, every evening 4 before 5, from Black BuU Inn, 1, 
Catherine Stieet-.<Sir Walter Scott,) by Selkirk, &c, every 
mocning at 6, from Black BuU Inn, 1, (}ath«rine Street 

Coldstream, (Commercial Traveller,) by Lauder and Kelso, 
every momix^ at 8, from Macgregor's, 177^ High StitttL 

Dalkeith^ (Stage Coach,) at 8, morning, wd 5, evening, firom 
Waldie's, I, North Bridge;—- at 11, forenoon, and 8, even- 
ing, from Macgregor'^ 177) High Street i^at ( past 11, 
forenoon, and 4 past 7, eivening, firom HenioC's, 196, High 
8t9Mt^*-«at i {last 10, moniogy mad 7y evening, Irani 
Miny'e, 18$!» High Street 

Dumfriei, (Royal M«il,) by P«niciuk, Neblehooie, and Mof- 
lak, i befoie?) BH»ning> ftow Bkuik BuU Inn, 1, CiadMiuie 
S«iett (Commercial Slige Coach,> by ^iggii, fte. 6, 
morning, firom Star Hotel, 36, Prince's Street 



w*5iS9l 



B$S tUT OF MAIL AKD STAGE COACHES. 

Dunbar and Haddington Coach, every day, 3, afternoon, 
from Margregor*8, 1779 Higih Street ^ 

Dsndee, (Chan^ion,) every day at i past 6, morning. Atom 
7, Prince's Street. — (Fife Royal Union,) every day at 4 past 

6, morning, from Black Bull Inn, 1, Catherine Street, and 
Star Hotel, 36, Prince*s Street.--<Commercial Traveller,) 
by Kirkaldy and Cupar, every morning at 10, from Star 
Hotel 36, Prince's Street, and 25, Prince's Street. 

Dunfermline, (Stage Coach,) by Queensferry, — | before 5, 
afternoon, from Black Bull Inn, and 11, Prince^ Street. 

Dunkeld, (Stage Coach,) by Burntisland and Perth, every 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, at 10, morning, ftcm 
Star Hotel, 36, Prince's Street, and 25, Prince's Street < 

Dunse, (Royal Eagle,) by Lauder, Greenlaw, and Polwarth, 
every morning at 8, from Waldie's, 1, North Bridge. 

Falkirk, (The Carron,) 5, afternoon, from 7, Prince's Street 

Glasgow, (Morning Mail,) by Mid-Calder, Whitburn, and 
Holytown, ^ past 11, forenoon, from Black Bull Inn, 1, 
Catherine Street — (Evening Mail,) by Linlithgow and 
Falkirk, } past 10 evening, from Black Bull Inn, I, Ca- 
therine Street— (Champion) by Uphall and Airdrie, at It, 
forenoon, from Black Bull Inn, 1, Catherine Street, and 11 
and 25, Prince's Street — (Waterloo,) by Linlithgow, &c. 
2,' afternoon, from Star Hotel, 36, Prince*s Street, and 25, 
Prince's Street. — (Regulator,) by Uphall, Sec. 1 1, forenoon, 
fVom 7, Prince's Street, and Sorlie's, 91, Prince's Street— 
(Prince Regent,) by Uphall, &c at 12, noon, from Crown 
Hotel, 11, Prince's Street — (Commercial Traveller,) by 
Mid-(ialder, &c 4, afternoon, from the Crown Hotel II, 
Prince's Street — (Enterprise,) by Uphall, &c. at 6, morn- 
ing, and 4, afternoon, from Sorlie's, 91, Prince's Street, and 

7, Prince's Street — (Royal Telegraph,) by UphaH, &c 
at 9, morning, from Star Hotel, 36, Prince's Street 

Haddington, (The East Lothian,) 9, morning, fh)m Maegre- 
gor's, 177t High Street— Stage Coach, 4, afternoon, ntna 
Mirry's, 185, Hkh Street 

Inverness Coadi, Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 10, 
morning, from, 25, Prince's Street 

Jedburgh, (Prince Blucher,) byFushie Bridge, Torsonce rnn, 
Galashiels, and Melrose, Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 
at 9, m<miing, from Star Hotel, 36, PrinceS Street 

Kdso, (Tweed^e,) by Dalkeith, Lauder, and Earisfottn, 
evrty morning mt 8, from Waldie's, 1 , North BridgeStreet- 
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Lanark, (Telegraph,) by Causeyend and Carowaih, at 6, 
morning, from Star Hotel, 36, Prince's Strefet. 

L.as8wade, (Lord Wellington,) by Loanhead, at 9, morntngi^ 
and 6, afternoon, from Macgregor's, 177. High Street— 
(Lord Melville,) 9, morning, and 6, afternoon, m summery 
and 4 in winter, from Waldie*s, 1, North Bridge. 

Lcith Stage Coaches every half hour, from 10 mommg till 4 
past 9 evening, from Macgregor's, 177, High Stecct, and 
Herriot's, 195, High Street. 
X'Ondon Royal Mail, by Haddington and Berwick, J before 
8, morning, from Black Bull Inn, 1, Catherine Street 

Loadon Royal Mail, by Lauder, Kelso, Coldstream, Wooler, 
Newcastle, York, &c., at | past 8, evening, from Star 
Hotel, 36, Prince's Street, and Black Bull Inn, 1, Ca- 
therine Street — (Union,) by Berwick, Newcastle, and York, 
6, morning, from Black Bull Inn 1 , Catherine Street— 
(Wellington,) by Lauder, Kelso, Ac, Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday, at 4 past 6, morning, from Star Hotel, 36, 
Prince's Street, and Black Bull Inn, 1, Catherine Street 

Musselburgh Stage Coach, at 10, morning, and 4, afternoon^ 
from Melrose's, 122, High Street — (Musselburgh Arms,) 
at 1, afternoon, and 4 past 8, evening, from Waldie's, 1, 
North Bridge Street, — at 1 1, forenoon, and 8, evening, from 
Herriot's, 195, High Street. 

Newbaven Stage Coadies to answer the different steam-boats. 
See page 370. 

Korth Berwick, (Bass Coach,) by Musselburgh, Prestonpans, 
&C. Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, at 2, afternoon, 
from, 25, Prince's Street, and Star Hotel, 36, do. 

paisley Stage Coach, every day, II, forenoon, from Star 
Hotel, 36, Prince's Street 

Peebles Stage Coach, by Penicuik, every morning at 9, 
from Macgregor's, 177? High Street, and 7, Prince's 
Street ; — at 4, afternoon, from Waldie's, 1, North Bridge. 

Perth, (Waterloo,) by Burntisland and Kinross, every mom* 
ing at 10, from Star Hotel, 36, Prince's Street, and 26, 
Prince's Street 

Fortobello Stage Coaches, at 11, 12, 3, 4, 8, and 9, from 2, 
Prince's Street, and Waldie's, 1, North Bridge Street- 
Stage Coaches ^ past 10, 11, 12, 3, and 4, afternoon, ^ 

. past 8, and 9, evening, firom Duty House, foot of North 

. Bridge. 

Prestonpans Stage Coach, by Musselburgh, at 4, afternoon 
from Macgregor's 177 » High Street 
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Hodip, <Sw Wfllkun Wallace,) by Lmnhsad, «t 0, nmtfc 

iog, from Waldie's, 1, NorA Bridge Street* 
9tit£ld BiUhs' Coach, U, foreooon, I and 4, altemooiH 

irom Brown'a, 2» Prince'i Street 
^ Andrew^s Coach, Moadey, Thursday, and Saturday, nt 19^ 

morning, from Star HoteJ, 3d, Princess Street. 
Stidyigt <Royal Mail,) by Linlithgow and Falkirk, at ^ be* 

fore 8, morning, from Black BuU Inn, ], Catbenne Street 
Tranent Stage Coach, at 6, altemoon, from Herriot*$, }P5, 

High Street 

STEAK VESSELS ON THE FOETH* 

for L&ndon^ from Newbavcn, calling off Berwick and Sear- 
bro'. The Sokp, and Jamet Won Steam Packets sail (al- 
temalely) every Wedaesd^ at 7» rooming; The C% of 
JiiMmrgh^ and the ToufiU Steam Paeketi, sail (alternate- 
ly) every Sal^uiday, at 7» momtng.-*Office Whale-brae, 
Kewhaven, 

Fur Aberdefftj £tom Newhaveii, wiling off Bly, Anstrutfwr, 
Craii, Aitroath, Montrose, and Stonehaven, Velocitjh 
Steam Yach^ Wednesdays and Suturdays, at 6, morning. 
— JJH^kwr, Steam Yacht, Mondays and Fridays, al U, 

morning* 

For SHrling and Altoa, from Trinity Chain Pier, calling off 
N. Queenslewy, UmekUne, Bo'nesa, Kmcwdi»e, an4 
Cromby. Point, Morning Star^ Steam Boat^XrfMQ^ «r ^ 
l^aAcp, Ditto, sail eveiy day. , . „. „. «, «, 

j^or Grangemouth, from Triwty qbftm. Pier,. calling off N. 
Queensteny, Limtkihai, Bo'ne^a, and Cromby-Pomt— 

r«ff, Steam Boat at 8, nwrnng- „, ^ „ „ , 

By Kin^tom Ferry, from Newhayea Pier, for Pettyeui!,Blirnt- 
isUind, and Aberdour, (Wtst Passage;) for Pettycur,l^r- 
kaldy, and Dysart, (Kart Pa3sage.)-.^«l*nft»f^^ Cwtfc 
and rA«w« ofFifi Steam Boats, saU twice efOfy day, alter, 
nately, and during the summer aea«m thwe tow ^7^^\ 
(?ow:hei from 25, Prince's Street, and DutyrHw^ North 
Bridge, (where correct information regarding pe ttmp <« 
eaUimr may be had,) for Newhaven and Cham Pier, m 
bourbefore Ae Steam Vesads depart for Lwidoo, wid 
l)alf an hour before those start for Abeideem Stirlwft 
Grangemouth, Burntidanid, &c* 

Piiatcd liy Johii'^tark. 
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